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be considered a part of their regular 
compensation and supplemental to the 
pay they are to receive for their serv
ices at other times and as part pay
ment for those services. Such con
tract, whether existing by express 
terms or implied by reason of a custom 
existing to grant vacations with pay 
or by reason of rules applicable to the 
subject that may have been adopted 
by the commissioners, would, in my 
opinion, be within the powers of the 
commissioners given by statute and 
would not amount to an abuse of dis
cretion on the part of the commission
l'rs and would therefore be lawful. 

Certainly the county commissioners 
in the exercise of a reasonable discre
tion, may, hy contract, express or im
plied, or by rules adopted, pay an em
vloyee who may be absent for a few 
hours or a day, or longer on account 
of illness. In such cases the work of 
the office is handled by aSSOCiates, or 
made up. No reputable or respectable 
business would pursue a niggardly 
policy of docking an employee for such 
occasional brief absence and we see no 
reason why county commISSIoners 
should be less humane in dealing with 
pubIic employees. The allowance of 
vacations with pay ordinarily would 
not increase the expenditures of the 
county nor add to the burden of the 
taxpayer. The work of the office dur
ing such ahsence is usually handled by 
associates or made up on the return 
of the deputy or employee without the 
employment of other persons. It is 
safe to say that a refusal to allow snch 
vacations would generally result in 
no vacations being taken at all as most 
employees on the present scale of pay
ment, part.icularly those having fam
ilies, would feel it necessary to forego 
n vacation even for the benefit of their 
lwalth. From such a policy no mater
inl profit could accrue to the taxpayer. 

Opinion No. 399 

Beer Vendors--Soft Drink Establish
ment-Licenses-Board of Health 

HELD: Beer vendors, selling beer 
by the glass, are engaged in maintain
in~ a soft drink establishment and are 
subject to the provisions of R. C. M. 
25SB requiring a license therefor, and 
are subject to regulntion by the Stnte 
Boa rd of Health. 

NO\'ember 27, 1933 
You inquire :IS to whether or not 

persons selling heel' by the glass are 
reouired to secure the license pl'Ol'ided 
fOl: by Section 25sn, Re\'ised Codes of 
:\lontana, 1921. 

'l'his statute makes it unlawful for 
nny person to conduct a soft drink 
establishment without a license issued 
jll" the State Board of Health of the 
S'tate of Montana. As the sale of beer 
of less than 3.2 per cent alcoholic con
tent has been declnred to he the sale 
(,f a non-intoxicating beverage it would 
appear that establishments selling 
slime by the glass are engaged in main
taining a soft drink estnblishment and 
a ru subject to the prol'isions of this 
statute, and nre also suhject to the 
provisions of the statute concerning 
regulation by the State Board of 
H('alth. 

Opinion No. 400 

!\fines and Mining - Taxation - Net 
Procee(ls-lWyalty 

HELD: Under Chapter 161, Laws 
of 1933, the net proceeds of the N orth
western Improvement Company and 
the royalty of the Northern Pacific 
Hail way Company for the year 1932 
must be taxed according to the rate 
fixed for that year and not according 
to the ra te fixed for the year 193::\. 

November 27, 1933 
You have asked us whether the tax 

le\'Y made by the board of county com
missioner;; of Rosebud County for the 
year 1932 or for the year 1933 should· 
apply in the case of the net proceeds 
:ll'sessed to the Northwestern Impro\'e
nwnt Company on account of the oper
a t ion by it of a coal mine during the 
year 1932 and in the case of royalty 
assessed to the Northern Pacific Rail
\l'ay Company as a result of such oper
Mion. 

Eyery person or corporation engaged 
in mining from any mine containing 
coal must on or before the first Mon
day in ~Iarch of each year make a 
statement to the State Board of Equal
ization showing, among other things, 
the gross yield of such mineral from 
such mine for the preceding year, the 
cost of extraction and transportation. 
and the royalty paid. From the re-
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