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the state to points without the state to give preference to the citizens 
of the producing state, owing to the fact that the natural gas resources 
were being depleted. It was, therefore, a law having for its purposes 
the conservation of the natural resources of the state for the benefit of 
its own citizens. The United States Supreme Court held that as to com­
merce between the states the citizens of each state must be treated alike 
as they constitute but one nation and that the law seeking to give pref­
erence to the citizens of West Virginia was a regulation of inter~tate 
commerce in violation of the federal constitution and that it discrimi­
nated against such commerce. 

With regard to the exportation of natural gas to foreign countries 
it is my opinion that the provision of the federal constitution forbidding 
the taxation of exports would prevent the taxation of natural gas ex­
ported to the foreign country or moving in foreign commerce. The above 
principles concerning the taxation of property moving in interstate com­
merce apply likewise to foreign commerce. The state may not levy taxes 
on exports. (Almay vs. California, 65 U.S. 169, 16 L. Ed. 644). 

The product could be taxed before it enters into foreign commerce, 
but if that which is intended for foreign commerce is taxed at a higher 
rate than that intended to be used within the state it is my opinion that 
this would amount to a tax upon exports and a regulation of foreign 
commerce which is forbidden by the United States constitution. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

County Coroner-Officers-Fees-Claims. 

Claims for fees of the county coroner may be presented 
to the board of county commissioners within one year after 
the date of the last service rendered by him as such officer. 

Mr. Sherman W. Smith, 
County Attorney, 

Helena, Montana. 
My dear Mr. Smith: 

February 5, 1931. 

I have given further study to your letter of January 22d relative 
to the claim of Dr. Berg, as coroner. 

In reply to your letter I sent you a copy of an opinion rendered 
to the county attorney of Blaine county regarding a claim filed in that 
county by the county surveyor and stated that, in my opinion, it an­
swered your question. 

I am now of the opinion that my statement was erroneous. The sur­
veyor's claim, which was the basis for the opinion, was not for fees 
allowed to him by the statute in lieu of salary but was for meals pur­
chased by him during his term of office. 

I do not have the claim of Dr. Berg before me, but I assume from 
your letter that it was for the statutory fees earned by him during his 
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term of office as coroner of Lewis and Clark county, all as provided for 
by section 4922, R.C.M. 1921. It is clear that the fees enumerated in 
that section are the salary of the coroner and none of them are of the 
class of expenses such as meals furnished as was the case in the opinion 
rendered to Blaine county. 

Since the payment of such fees constitutes the salary of the coroner 
and his services to the county are continuous during the term for which 
he was elected to such office it is my opinion that section 4605 R.C.M. 
1921 does not operate to bar his claim for such fees until one year after 
the last item has accrued. 

Therefore, it is my opinion that the claim of Dr. Berg, as county 
coroner, for fees as such officer is a valid claim against Lewis and 
Clark county and that the statute of limitation provided for by section 
4605 does not apply until one year after the date of the last service 
rendered by him as such officer. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Bonds--Northern Montana Agricultural and Manual 
Training School-Buildings-Appropriations--Funds. 

An appropriation can be made from the bond issue au­
thorized under chapter 126, laws of 1929 for the academic 
department of the Northern Montana Agricultural and Manual 
Training School even if it is located away from -Fort Assinni­
boine. 

Hon. W. T. Cowan, 
Member of the Senate, 

Helena, Montana. 

My dear Senator Cowan: 

February 6, 1931. 

You have requested my OpInIOn whether any part of the funds 
realized from the bond issues provided for under the provisions of 
chapter 126, laws of 1929 can be used for the purpose of providing 
suitable buildings for the academic department of the Northern Mon­
tana Agricultural and Manual Training School located within and adja­
cent to the city of Havre. 

Under the provisions of chapter 67, laws of 1913, the Northern 
Montana Agricultural and Manual Training School was established at 
Fort Assinniboine but this was amended by the provisions of chapter 
82, laws of 1927 which authorized the executive board and the state 
board of education to establish the academic department of the school 
within or adjacent to the city of Havre, and later the following resolu­
tion was adopted by the executive board and approved by the state 
board of education: 

"WHEREAS, the Academic Departments of The Northern 
Montana Agricultural and Manual Training School have, during 
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