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OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Soldiers' Home-Admission-Ex-service Men.
Any person who served in any Indian campaign within
the borders of the state is eligible to admission to the Soldiers'
Home.
July 1, 1931.
Mr. Arthur White,
Commandant, Montana Soldiers' Home,
Columbia Falls, Montana.
My dear Mr. White:
You have requested my opinion whether section 1535, R.C.M. 1921,
as amended by chapter 60, laws of 1931, provides that all ex-service
men who took part in any Indian campaign within the state of Montana
are eligible to admission to the Soldiers' Home.
The above law provides in part as follows:
"or any person who served with the United States Army in the
Campaign of 1890 and 1891 against the Sioux and Cheyenne
Indians or other Indian campaigns within the borders of the
State of Montana."
In my opinion, this provision was intended to and does make eligible
to admission to the Soldiers' Home of this state any person who served
in any Indian campaign within the borders of the state.
Very truly yours,
L. A. FOOT,
Attorney General.

Livestock-Hides-Inspection-Hide Dealers.
A hide dealer may lawfully have in his possession hides
which have been purchased outside the state and which have
not been inspected or tagged but cannot sell or offer for sale
such hides without the same being inspected and tagged.
Mr. Paul Raftery,
July 1, 1931.
Secretary, Livestock Commission,
Helena, Montana.
My dear Mr. Raftery:
You have requested my OpInIOn whether a hide dealer maintaining
a place of business in the state of Montana, but who buys hides across
the state line in Idaho, is required to have such hides inspected and
tagged the same as though they had been bought in the state.
It is at once obvious that the state of Montana has no jurisdiction
over the purchase of hides outside of the state. However, chapter 69,
laws of 1929, is a police regulation and therefore the state has a right
to regulate the handling of these hides after they are brought into the
state. While the above law does not make it unlawful to possess hides
which have not been inspected and tagged section 4 of said act provides
that "it shall be unlawful for any person or persons, firm, corporation
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or association to sell or offer for sale any hide or hides from neat cattle
which have not been inspected by authorized inspector."
It is therefore my opinion that while a dealer may lawfully have
in his possession hides which have been purchased outside of the state
and which have not been inspected and tagged he cannot sell or offer
for sale such hides without their being inspected and tagged, and should
he do so he would be guilty of a violation of the law.
Very truly yours,
L. A. FOOT,
Attorney General.

High Schools-Levies-Grade Schools-Surplus-Deficit
-Registered Warrants.

Registered warrants outstanding at the close of the school
year June 30, 1931, are not an exclusive obligation on levies
made under sections 1202 and 1203, R.C.M. 1921; they are
obligations of the district to be paid out of future revenues,
however received.
Surplus in general fund at close of school year June 30,
1931, should be taken into account in estimating levies for
succeeding year whether high school or grade school expenditures.
July 2, 1931.
Mr. H. O. Vralsted,
County Attorney,
Stanford, Montana
My dear Mr. Vralsted:
You have written me regarding the finances of districts maintaining high schools. You state that you have a surplus in the general fund
in one district and a deficit in another amounting to several thousand
dollars.
First, you wish to know whether the high school fund is entitled to
receive any part of the surplus, and, second, whether any part of the
indebtedness should be charged to the high school fund or whether it
should be borne by the levies for the support of the grades below the
high school.
The new high school code has not created a new entity out of a
school district. Its purpose is to definitely divide the cost of conducting
the grades below the high school from the cost of conducting grades
included in the high school, which requires not only keeping separate
accounts for each department but requires different and separate levies
for the maintenance of each department. Each department is required to
prepare separate itemized budgets setting forth in detail its financial
needs.
Heretofore, each district maintaining a high school shared in the
county-wide levy for high school purposes. It could, if it saw fit, also

