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determination as to the value of the property for the purpose of de­
termining whether the proceedings shall be had according to the method 
prescribed in Chapter 162, Laws of 19'29, or according to Subdivision 10, 
of Section 4465, R.C.M. 1921, and amendments thereto, but without re­
gard to Chapter 38, Laws of 1929. Having once determined which method 
is properly applicable· to any particular piece of property, the terms 
and conditions of the statute establishing the method are to be followed. 

Very truly yours, 
L. A. FOOT, 

Attorney General. 

School Districts-Interest-School Funds. 

School districts are not entitled to interest on school funds 
held by county treasurer and deposited by him in depository 
banks under Section 4767, R.C.M., 1921, as amended by Chap­
ter 134, Laws of 1927. 

Miss Elizabeth Ireland, December 17, 1929. 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Helena, Montana. 

My dear Miss Ireland: 

You have submitted to me a letter from Charles E. Farnsworth, 
Clerk, IAnaconda Public Schools, in which he wishes to know whether 
the school district is entitled to receive interest on deposits of school 
funds which are made by the county treasurer in depository banks. 

Section 4767, as amended by Chapter 134, Laws of 1927, provides 
the method for depositing all public moneys in the hands of county, city, 
and town treasurers in some solvent bank or banks located in the county, 
city or town, subject to national supervision or state examination, which 
banks are required to give the securities mentioned in the act. The act 
further provides that "all interest paid and collected on such deposits 
shall be credited to the general fund of the county, city, or town to 
whose credit such funds are deposited." 

In the case of State vs. McGraw, 74 Mont. 152, our Supreme Court 
had under consideration the liability of the county for loss of school 
funds deposited in a bank that afterwards became insolvent. The court 
held that "the responsibility for the safekeeping of school funds, there­
tofore imposed upon the county treasurer and his sureties, is entirely 
removed upon compliance by the treasurer with the requirements of 
this last enactment on the subject; by this act the treasurer is made 
the mere instrumentality of the county for the transfer of all public 
moneys, which term includes school district funds, irrigation district 
funds, moneys coming into the hands of the public administrator and 
trust funds deposited with the clerk of the district court. * * * The 
aggregate of all of these funds with the regular county moneys is there-
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upon considered and defined as 'county funds', and no one aside from 
the county is held to any degree of responsibility for their safekeeping 
or protection as against the county depository." 

The court further said: "It will also be seen that this burden is 
not imposed upon the county without recompense, for, under the Act, 
this 'county fund' now bears interest at the rate of two (2) per cent per 
annum, and the whole thereof is credited by the county to its general 
fund." 

It follows that a school district is not entitled to any part of the 
interest on the school district funds which are deposited by the county 
treasurer in depository banks. 

Very truly yours, 
L. A. FOOT, 

Attorney General. 

Motor Vehicles-Trailers--Registration-Licenses. 

Trailers or semi-trailers of less than one and one-half tons 
capacity are not required to be registered and licensed under 
Chapter 182, Laws of 1929. Motor vehicles that have never 
been registered in Montana, and where registration is first 
sought to be made between June 30 and September 30, take a 
fee of one-half the regular fee, and one-fourth of the regular 
fee if registration is first applied for after September 30. 
The motor vehicle that has been registered in the State of 
Montana prior to 1930, is liable for the full regular fee, though 
as to 1930 or subsequent years application for registration 
is not made until sometime after June 30th. 

S. C. Small, Esq., 
Deputy Registrar of Motor Vehicles, 

Deer Lodge, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Small: 

December 17, 1929. 

You have requested my opinion whether a trailer or semi-trailer of 
less than 1 % tons capacity is required to be licensed under Chapter 
182, Laws of 1929, relating to the registration fees for motor vehicles, 
trailers, etc. 

Section 1 of said chapter sets out the various. vehicles which are 
required to have a license, and insofar as trailers or semi-trailers are 
concerned, it merely provides that trailers or semi-trailers of 1 % tons 
capacity, or over, shall take a license fee of $5.00. Nothing is said of 
the necessity of having a license for trailers or semi-trailers with a 
capacity less than 1% tons, nor is any fee prescribed for such vehicles. 
It is my opinion that trailers or semi-trailers of less than 1 % tons ca­
pacity are not required to be registered and licensed under the act. 
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