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Under the statutes above quoted if your personal property taxes
are a lien on real estate they are not affected by chapter 123 and will
not be included in the certified list furnished by your county treasurer
to the registrar of motor vehicles. If, however, your personal property
taxes are not a lien against real estate you are not permitted to procure
a license to operate a motor vehicle until you make a showing that you
have no delinquent personal property taxes against the automobile for
the preceding year.
Chapter 96, laws of 1923, provides that one-half of the amount of
all taxes are payable on or before the 30th day of November of each
year, and one-half on the 31st day of May of each year. The act further
provides that unless the payment due on November 30th is made all
taxes become delinquent. Under the above statute a person who on or
before the 30th of November, 1927, has paid one-half of his taxes for
the year 1927 does not owe any delinquent taxes until May 31, 1928.
Section 3 of chapter 123 of the laws of 1927 refers only to delinquent
property taxes.
In answer to your second question, it is therefore my opinion that
when your personal property taxes are a lien against real estate you
need not make any showing by affidavit and you can secure an automobile license.
Very truly yours,

L. A. FOOT,
Attorney General.

Road Districts-Dissolution.

Section 1674 R. C. M. 1921 does not apply to the dissolution of a special road district organized under section 1655
R. C. M. 1921 but only where the county has been divided into
special road districts.
March 16, 1928.
P. R. Reily, Esq.,
County Attorney,
Columbus, Montana.
My dear Mr. Reily:
Your letter was received relative to the abolishing or discontinuing
of special road districts. You have requested my opinion on section
1674 R. C. M. 1921 and wish to know whether this section applies where
the county is not divided into special road districts.
In my opinion, it does not. Section 1674 provides that "whenever
any county has been divided into special road districts as herein provided." If we examine this section it is apparent that it has no application where the county has not been divided into special road districts,
as provided in sections 1653 and 1654 R. C. M. 1921.
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Section 1655 provides, if the county is not divided into special road
districts, as provided in sections 1654 and 1655 of this code, the registered voters of any precinct or precincts in any county in the state who
desire to establish a special road district under this act may do so by
first filing with the board of county commissioners a petition, etc.
Regarding the time of holding an election for the abolishing of
special road districts, section 1664 R. C. M. 1921 provides that the
regular election for the election of members of the board of directors
shall be held in such district at the same time as the regular general
election. This section, before its amendment, provided that the regular
election for the election of members of the board of directors shall be
held at the same time and in the same place as provided for the election
of school trustees, and the opinion of attorney general Ford, found in
vol. 7 of the Opinions of Attorney General, page 209, held this provision
in conflict with article XI, section 10 of the constitution, and the section
was subsequently amended to read as it now does, although other sections
of the special road district act were not changed.
For instance, section 1674 provides that the petition be filed with
the board at least thirty days before any regular school election; this
provision has no meaning in view of the amendment referred to.
Very truly yours,
L. A. FOOT,
Attorney General.

Motor Vehicles-Registrar of Motor Vehicles-Autornobiles-Fees-Funds-Distribution.

The provisions of chapters 88 and 129, laws of 1927, do not
mean that the registrar must, when any single license fee is
received, remit at once the amount due the county, but he
must remit within a reasonable time under all the circumstances.
March 20, 1928.
W. P. Costello, Esq.,
Deputy County Attorney,
Great Falls, Montana.
My dear Mr. Costello:
You have requested my opmIOn relative to the construction of the
provisions of chapter 88 and chapter 129, laws of 1927, relative to the
distribution and disposal of funds collected by the registrar of motor
vehicles and have given me your opinion thereon.
I agree with your opinion to the effect that the following provisions
of chapter 88, to-wit:

