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the bank in the same locality in which the bank does business that then it 
will be able to recover such excess but otherwise not. 

In my opinion, it will not be difficult for most, if not all, of the 
national banks in this state to make as strong a showing of competition 
as was presented to the court in the Miles City case. This is especially 
true of those in this county. 

Furthermore, while you have not specifically asked my opinion re­
garding state banks, it seems to me that if national banks cannot be 
taxed in excess of 7% of the value of their shares of stock, that it is 
questionable whether state banks will not be entitled to the same con­
sideration as regards their moneyed capital. 

In my opinion, the situation is sufficiently grave to justify the call­
ing of a specjal session of the legislature to effect a remedy. 

A simple and effective remedy would be to provide that all moneys 
and credits of individuals and corporations that are employed in compe­
tition with banks be taxed on the same basis as the moneyed capital or 
shares of stock of banks. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Motor Vehicles - Automobiles - Registration - Verifica-
tion. 

It is necessary that an application for registration of a 
motor vehicle be sworn to before a notary or other officer au­
thorized to administer oaths. 

Austin B. Middleton, Esq., 
Registrar of Motor Vehicles, 

Deer Lodge, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Middleton: 

December 24, 1927. 

You have requested my opinion whether the word "verify," as used 
in section 1 of chapter 123, laws of 1927, means that applications for 
registration of motor vehicles must be sworn to before a notary or other 
officer authorized to administer oaths. 

Section 1 of chapter 123, laws of 1927, provides as follows: 

"That in addition to any information required by section 
1759 of the Revised Codes of Montana of 1921, every owner of a 
motor vehicle operated or driven upon the public highway of this 
state, shall, for each motor vehicle owned, except as otherwise 
expressly provided, in his verified application for the registra­
tion thereof on a blank to be furnished by the registrar of motor 
vehicles, include the following information: * * * " 
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And we further find that under the provisions of section 1759, 
R. C. M. 1921, the owner of an automobile is also required to present a 
verified application for registration. "Verify," as used in law, is defined 
by Funk & Wagnalls' New Standard Dictionary as to "affirm under 
oath," and words and phrases used in the codes or other statutes of Mon­
tana are construed according to the context and approved usage of the 
language. (Section 15, R. C. M. 1921.) 

The word "verified" having been embodied in the statute, it is pre­
sumed to have been used in its legal sense, and it is therefore my opinion 
that an application for registration of a motor vehicle must be sworn to 
before a notary or other officer authorized to administer oaths. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Corporations-Articles of Incorporation-Certification. 

The certified copy referred to in section 6003 R. C. M. 
1921, as amended, means a copy certified by the clerk and 
recorder of the county wherein the original is filed. 

William Powers, Esq., 
Secretary of State, 

Helena, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Powers: 

January 4, 1928. 

You have requested my opinion whether the certified copy referred 
to in section 6003 R. C. M. 1921, as amended by chapter 5 laws of 1927, 
is required to be certified by the county clerk and recorder or whether 
it may be certified to by any officer authorized to administer oaths. 

Section 6003, as amended, provides in part as follows: 

"Every corporation, having a capital stock, except banks, 
trust companies, and building and loan associations, shall by 
March 1st of each year hereafter, file in the office of the County 
Clerk and Recorder of the County in which the principal place 
of business of such corporation is situated, (and a certified copy 
thereof in the office of the Secretary of State,) a report of the 
condition of said corporation on December 31st preceding * * * " 
While the above provision is not well worded and does not specifi-

cally state that the copy in question shall be certified by the county clerk 
and recorder, yet it is clear that what is to be filed with the secretary of 
state is not just a copy of the report but it must be a true and correct 
copy of the report filed with the county clerk and recorder, and it is 
therefore evident that it was the intention of the legislature that the 
copy should be certified by the county clerk and recorder with whom the 
original report was filed. 

Therefore, applying the rule of statutory construction that the in-
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