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to send the registrar of motor vehicles a list of all owners of motor ve~ 
hicles "who ha·ve not paid the property taxes on such motor vehicles for 
the current year." 

The words "on such motor vehicles" are again used in section 3 of 
the act, which requires an applicant for the registration of a motor 
vehicle to present "proof by receipt or certificate of the proper county 
treasurer" that such delinquent property tax has been paid. The nature 
of the language above quoted indicates, in my opinion, that it was the 
intent of the act to require delinquent taxpayers to pay the delinquent 
property tax that has been assessed against an automobile before such 
vehicle can be registered. It would indeed be a harsh rule that would 
require the payment of all delinquent property taxes that may be owing 
by the owner of an automobile before such owner may be permitted to 
procure a license to operate such car on the public highways of this 
state. 

In the absence of a clear indication of such an intent in the act, it is 
my opinion that the law must be interpreted in accordance with the 
foregoing views. It therefore follows that the owner of an automobile, 
against which a property tax has become delinquent, is entitled to re­
ceive from the county treasurer a receipt or certificate showing that 
said delinquent property tax has been paid and it is therefore the duty 
of the county treasurer to segregate the taxes on the car from other per­
sonal property taxes owed by the applicant. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Life Insurance Companies-Mutual Policies-Participat­
ing Insurance. 

Section 6279 R. C. M. 1921 applies only to companies is­
suing participating policies, and as the company in question 
is not a participating company, it is not subject to the provi­
sions of this section. 

November 16, 1927. 
George P. Porter, Esq., 

State Auditor and Commissioner of Insurance, 
Helena, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Porter: 

You have requested my OpInIOn whether the Guarantee Fund Life 
Association of Omaha, Nebraska, is subject to the provisions of sections 
6279-6283 R. C. M. 1921. 

In this connection you state that at the present time the assets of 
the company are eleven million dollars and its liabilities a little less 
than two million and one-half; that the company has recently changed 
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and is issuing policies on which it is putting up a reserve, according to 
the American Experience Table, and you are undecided whether you can 
insist upon its complying with section 6279, supra, and make a dividend 
of its apparent surplus before permitting it to go into this new form of 
insurance. 

Section 6279, supra, provides as follows: 

"Every life insurance company doing business in this state 
conducted on the mutual plan, or in which policy-holders are en­
titled to share in the profits or surplus, shall make an annual 
apportionment and accounting of divisible surplus to each policy­
holder, beginning not later than the end of the third policy year, 
on all participating policies hereafter issued; and each such 
policy-holder shall be entitled to and be credited with or paid, 
in the manner hereinafter provided, such a portion of the entire 
divisible surplus as has been contributed thereto by his policy." 

It is at once apparent that this section applies only to companies 
that issue participating policies. From an examination of the articles 
of incorporation and the policy contract of the company in question I 
find that this is not a participating company and therefore not subject 
to the provisions of section 6279 or the other sections mentioned. 

It is therefore my opinion that you cannot insist upon the company 
complying with the provisions of these sections, and I know of no statute 
which gives you the authority to require a dividend of its surplus before 
permitting it to go into a new lorm of insurance. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Bequests-Counties-Oounty Ooonmissioners-Powel's. 

The county has the authority to accept bequests and the 
county commissioners have the authority to properly invest 
the same in interest-bearing securities for the purpose of see­
ing that the bequest is administered according to the terms 
thereof. 

H. Eo Herrick, Esq., 
Deputy County Attorney, 

Miles City, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Herrick: 

November 16, 1927. 

You have requested my opinion on the following question: 

"Has the county, through its board of county commissioners, 
authority to accept bequests by estates to the county for the 
purpose of creating a permanent fund for the upkeep of certain 
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