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within the limitations prescribed in the said decision, that the courts 
would uphold the transaction as not in violation of our anti-gambling 
statutes. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Dentistry-Reciprocity-Board of Dental Examiners. 

The board of dental examiners has no authority to es
tablish reciprocal relations with other states. The other states 
must do so by legislation, if at all. 

Dr. T. P. Regan, 
Secretary Montana State Board, 

of Dental Examiners, 
Helena, Montana. 

My dear Doctor Regan: 

September 10, 1927. 

Your letter was received regarding the admission of dentists to 
practice in this state who have been admitted in other states. You state 
that the Montana State Board of Dental Examiners has no reciprocity 
with the dental examining boards of any other states and that you desire 
to enter into reciprocal relations with certain states, and y~)U desire to 
know whether you can do so under our present law. 

The applicable statute is section 3108, R. C. M. 1921, which provides 
as follows: 

"Any dentist who has been in legal practice for five years 
or more in any state in the United States, which has an ex
change certificate law with that of Montana, and is a reputable 
dentist of good moral character, and who is desirous of making 
a change of residence into another state, may apply to the ex
amining board of the state in which he resides for a new certi
ficate, which shall attest his moral character and professional 
attainments, and said certificate, if granted, may be deposited 
with the examining board of the state of Montana, and said 
board in exchange therefor (may) grant him a license to prac
tice dentistry in the state of Montana. A fee of fifty dollars 
will be charged for each exchange certificate, and proceeds 
therefrom to be paid into the treasury of the state dental board 
of Montana." 

Under this section there is no action necessary on tlw part of the 
board of dental examiners of either state regarding the establishment 
of reciprocal relations. Whether or not reciprocal relations have been 
established is a matter of law. It is only the legislatures of the differ
ent states that have the right to establish reciprocal relations. The sec
tion above quoted, you will note, permits any dentist who has been in 
practice for five years or more in any state "which has an exchange 
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certificate law with that of Montana" and possessing certain other 
qualifications to be admitted in this state. This section simply means 
this: that if the law in any other state permits a dentist from Montana 
to be admitted in such other state, then dentists from that state shall be 
admitted in this state upon meeting the other requirements named in 
section 3108. If any state in the Union does not permit dentists author
ized to practice in Montana to be admitted to practice in such other 
state, then you have no authority to admit dentists from that state to 
practice in this state. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Mileage-County Commissioners - Compensation - Ex
penses-Per Diem-Appraisal. 

County commissioners are not entitled to compensation 
or expenses in viewing or inspecting property in order to make 
an appraisal of its value for accounting purposes. 

R. N. Hawkins, Esq., 
Assistant State Examiner, 

Helena, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Hawkins: 

September 16, 1927. 

You have requested my OpInIOn regarding the right of members of 
the board of county commissioners to receive compensation for making 
appraisal of county property. 

There is no law specifically authorizing the payment of either com
pensation, mileage or expenses for such services, and hence it is my 
opinion that none may be allowed. Of course, if the board makes an 
appraisal while sitting as a board, and without making a personal inspec
tion of the same, but does so after hearing testimony of witnesses, then 
I think the board is entitled to its regular per diem for attending a ses
sion of the board at which the appraisal was made. 

It seems that the legislature contemplated that the county commis
sioners in making this appraisal, if in fact it was contemplated that 
they should do so at all, should do so while sitting as a board, func
tioning in a quasi judicial capacity. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
A ttorney General. 
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