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registration and re-registration of motor vehicles. An owner having
registered his motor vehicle in anyone year, has the right to have
it re-registered during that year 'in the cases mentioned in Subdivision 5 of Section 1759 wherein it is provided that upon re-registration the "original registration" shall be cancelled. Thus it appears
that the Legislature contemplated two kinds of registrations, viz.,
original registration and re-registration, when enacting the statutes
relating to the registration of motor vehicles. Any registration other
than a re-registration is an original registration within the meaning
of the law.
Furthermore in the registration of motor vehicles the year is
taken as the unit of time, and the business of registering in one
year is wholly separate and independent of the prceed'ing year or
years, and in the registration of a particular motor vehicle for a
particular year, it is wholly immaterial whether the vehicle· was used
or registered in the preceding year or not, so that the words "originally registered" as used in Subdivision 2 of Section 1760 could
scarcely be held to refer to a registration in a year other than that
of the present registration year.
It is, therefore, my opinion that the owner of the automobile in
question is entitled to have it registered after July 31, 1923, for onehalf of the statutory registration fee.

Very truly yours.
WELLINGTON D. RANKIN,
Attorney General.

Bonds-Schools-School Districts-Warrants.
School districts have no authority to issue funding bonds
under the emergency law for the purpose of funding warrants issued for the construction of school buildings.
1. S. Crawford, Esq.,
County Attorney,
Forsyth, Montana.

My dear Mr. Crawford:
You have requested my opinion as to whether or not a school
district can fund outstanding registered building warrants under the
•
Emergency Law.
Section 1 of Chapter 130 of the Laws of 1923 expressly provides
that funding bonds may be issued:
"whenever at any time such district shall have a floating
'indebtedness incurred on or before July 1, 1923, for teachers'
salaries, school supplies and other necessary expenses incurred in the maintenance of schools in such district."
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It is my opinion that the words "teachers' salaries, school supplies and other necessary expenses incurred in the maintenance of
schools" are not suffic'iently broad to authorize the funding of warrants issued for the construction of school buildings.

The rule is well settled that acts of this kind are strictly construed and the warrants to be funded must be confined to the class
enume,rated in the act.
Very truly yours,
WIDLLINGTON D. RANKIN,
Attorney General.

County Treasurer-Budget Law-Warrants.
The County Treasurer can not give preference to warrants issued subsequent to the enactment of the Budget law
where warrants issued prior to this enactment had been registered.
L. Q. Skelton, Esq.,
State Examiner,
Helena, Montana.
My dear Mr. Skelton:
You have asked, whether a County Treasurer should pay registered
warrants that were issued subsequent to the, enactment of the Budget
Law in preference to warrants issued and registered prior to the
enactment of this law.
Mr. Justice Holloway has answered this question in the, case of
State vs. District Court, 62 Mont. 275, at page 280, as follows:
"The warrants registered prior to July 1 were a direct
charge upon the entire poor fund. They had been issued and
registered under the statutes then in force and it would not
have been competent for the, Legislature to give preference
to other claims over them. (Citing cases.) There is not anything in the legislation, however. to indicate an attempt to
impair the o'bligation of those contracts."
It is, therefore" my opinion that the County Treasurer cannot
give preference to warrants issued subsequent to the enactment of
the Budget Law where warrants issued prior to this enactment had
been registered.

Very truly yours,
WELLINGTON D. RANKIN,
Attorney General.
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