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and suggest that 'it is in contradiction with the preceding part of
said section relating to li~ting the· children in the district where they
reside. I think what has been said heretofore will make the meaning of this provision clear. A ch'ild may reside in the district, and
at the time of the taking of census not actually be living within it.
It resides where it has its residence, which as above stated, in the
case of unmarried minor children, is at the residence of the father during his lifetime. If they are living away from that residence at the
t'ime of taking census, no matter for what cause, they should be included the same as though they were living at their residence.
Very truly yours,
WELLINGTON D. RANKIN,
Attorney General.

Fees-Motor Vehicles-Registration-Secretary of State.
Where an owner of a motor vehicle registers and operates it upon the highways of the state in one year and the
following year does not operate it until after the 31st day
of July, he is entitled to register it the second year for onehalf of the statutory registration fee.
Frank T. Hooks, Esq.,
County Attorney,
Townsend, Montana.
My dear Mr. Hooks:
You have requested of this office an opin'ion as to the interpretation of Subdivision 2 of Section 1760, R. C. M. 1921, relating to registration fees of motor vehicles, and in which you submit the following question:
"If 'in 1922, A owned, operated and registered a Ford car
No.1 in the State of Montana, and in 1923 did not use the said
Ford car on the highways of Montana until after July 31, 1923,
and thereupon applied for registration of said car, would A be
entitled to secure a license for his car for one-half the regular fee?"

The answer to this question jnvolves an interpretat'ion of Subdivision 2 of Section 1760, R. C. M. 1921, as requested by you. Said
subdivision is •as follows:.
"If any dealer or motor vehicle is originally registered
after July th'irty-first in any year, the registration fee for the
balance of such year shall be one-half of the regular fee
above given."

In determining what is meant by the words "originally registered" contained in this subdivision, reference to the preceding section (1759) is helpful. Thus we find that the law prov'!des for the
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registration and re-registration of motor vehicles. An owner having
registered his motor vehicle in anyone year, has the right to have
it re-registered during that year 'in the cases mentioned in Subdivision 5 of Section 1759 wherein it is provided that upon re-registration the "original registration" shall be cancelled. Thus it appears
that the Legislature contemplated two kinds of registrations, viz.,
original registration and re-registration, when enacting the statutes
relating to the registration of motor vehicles. Any registration other
than a re-registration is an original registration within the meaning
of the law.
Furthermore in the registration of motor vehicles the year is
taken as the unit of time, and the business of registering in one
year is wholly separate and independent of the prceed'ing year or
years, and in the registration of a particular motor vehicle for a
particular year, it is wholly immaterial whether the vehicle· was used
or registered in the preceding year or not, so that the words "originally registered" as used in Subdivision 2 of Section 1760 could
scarcely be held to refer to a registration in a year other than that
of the present registration year.
It is, therefore, my opinion that the owner of the automobile in
question is entitled to have it registered after July 31, 1923, for onehalf of the statutory registration fee.

Very truly yours.
WELLINGTON D. RANKIN,
Attorney General.

Bonds-Schools-School Districts-Warrants.
School districts have no authority to issue funding bonds
under the emergency law for the purpose of funding warrants issued for the construction of school buildings.
1. S. Crawford, Esq.,
County Attorney,
Forsyth, Montana.

My dear Mr. Crawford:
You have requested my opinion as to whether or not a school
district can fund outstanding registered building warrants under the
•
Emergency Law.
Section 1 of Chapter 130 of the Laws of 1923 expressly provides
that funding bonds may be issued:
"whenever at any time such district shall have a floating
'indebtedness incurred on or before July 1, 1923, for teachers'
salaries, school supplies and other necessary expenses incurred in the maintenance of schools in such district."
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