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cO'unty clerk fO'rty-five days priO'r to' the electiO'n, is nevertheless entitled to' entry upO'n the O'fficial register; prO'viding such registratiO'n is
made fO'rty-five days priO'r to' such electiO'n.
What was meant by Chapter 27, Laws O'f 1919, is that registratiO'n
O'f electO'rs shall cease fO'r a periO'd O'f fO'rty-five days priO'r to' any
electiO'n.
Respectfully,
S. C. FORD,
AttO'rney General.

Elections, Women, Registration of-Women, Not Required to State Age in Registering.
A woman or elector may not be required to state his
or her exact age when registering.
OctO'ber 8, 1920.
Mr. Chas. GO'rdO'n,
AttO'rney at Law,
WO'lf PO'int, MO'ntana.
Dear Sir:
I have yO'ur letter O'f the 2nd instant, in which yO'u make inquiry
O'n behalf O'f yO'ur Civic League as to' whether Dr nO't a female vO'ter,
when registering fO'r the purpO'se of cO'mplying with the registratiO'n
iaws, iscO'mpelled to' state her exact age.
Taking intO' accO'unt the laws gO'verning this matter, we find that
Article 9, SectiO'n 2 O'f the CO'nstitutiO'n O'f this state prescribes certain
qualificatiO'ns, the pO'ssessiO'n O'f which entitles a persO'n to' vO'te. This
cO'nstitutiO'nal prO'visiO'n, as amended in 1914, prO'vides that every
persO'n O'f the age O'f twenty-O'ne years Dr O'ver shall be entitled to'
vO'te, prO'viding (first) he shall be a citizen O'f the United States;
(secO'nd) he shall have resided in the state O'f MO'ntana fO'r the periO'd
O'f O'ne year immediately preceding the electiO'n at which he O'ffers to'
vO'te. These are the material prO'visiO'ns affecting the questiO'n which
yO'u raise.
Section 9 O'f Article IX O'f the state CO'nstitutiO'n prO'vides: "The
legislative assembly shall have the pO'wer to' pass a registratiO'n and
such O'ther laws as may be necessary to' secure the purity O'f electiO'ns
and guard against the abuse O'f the elective franchise."
Pursuant to' SectiO'n 9, abO've referred to', the legislature has enacted
certain legislatiO'n, it being Chapter 122, Laws O'f 1915, as amended by
Laws O'f 1917 and 1919. The amendments, hO'wever, are nO't material
in O'ur case. The constitutiO'nal provisiO'ns abO've referred to' indicates
the purpO'se O'f registratiO'n laws. A registratiO'n law fO'r purpO'ses O'f
electiO'n is nO't O'ne whereby the state gathers vital statistics. It is
designed simply to' assure the electiO'n O'fficials that the persO'n
registering pO'ssesses the required quaificatiO'ns prescri'bed by the
CO'nstitution to' entitle such persO'n to' vO'te at any ensuing electiO'n.
A persO'n must have attained the age O'f twenty-O'ne befO're he can
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vote. The number of years any person may have attained more than
twenty-one is not material in the qualification of an elector. In fact,
the legislature could impose no different age qualification than that
prescribed by the Constitution.
Turning to Chapter 122, Laws of 1915, we find that Sections 7,
8, 28 and 33 are the only ones material to your question. Taking up
these sections out of their numerical order, but in their logical order
so far as they affect our case, we find that Section 28 provides that
"no person shall be entitled to vote at any election mentioned in this
act unless his name shall, on the day of election,
*
*
*
*
appear in the copy of the official precinct register furnished by the
county clerk to the ju'dges of election."
Section 8 of the Act provides as follows:
"Any elector residing within the county may register by
appearing before the county clerk and ex officio registrar and
make correct answers to all questions propounded by the
county clerk touching the items of information called for by
each registry card, and by signing and verifying the affidavit
or affidavits on the back of such card."
Section 7 of the Act in part contains the following words:
"The official register of electors in each county shall be
contained in a book designated register, which book shall be
so arranged in precincts and alphabetical divisions suitable to
record the full and complete information given by each elector
and a card index of which the county clerk of such county
shall at all times have the custody.
* * '"
*
The
registry card shall be substantially in the following form:

*

*

*

*

Where born

*

*

*

*

Age
Height
(Affidavit) ."

Occupation.

Section 35 provides in substances that any person who shall make
false answers or shall violate any of the provisions of the act or
knowingly encourage another to violate the same shall be deemed
guilty of a felony and subject to certain punishment.
The Act does not in express words require every elector to state
his exact age. I am of the opinion that the statement by the elector
that he is twenty-one years of age or more than twenty-one years
of age complies with the requirement of the Registration Act. It is
a well known fact that there are great numbers of people, particularly
so among the female sex, who feel some delicacy regarding their exact
age becoming public information. To those people who have this
delicacy, this is a matter of substance and it is not for others to make
light or sport of this fact. I am sure that had this matter been
presented to the legislature provision would have been made so that
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an elector need give no further information regarding his or her age
than the fact that he or she has attained twenty-one years.
Trusting that this answers your inquiry, I am,
Respectfully,
S. C. FORD,
Attorney General.

Counties, Classification of-County Officers, Salaries
Dependent on Classification of County-Classification of
Counties-County Commissioners, Duty to Reclassify County.
The classification of a county is based upon the percentage of the full and true value of the taxible property of
a county, and its classification is not changed without of
resolution of the board of county commissioners to that
effect.
November 18, 1920.
Mr. N. A. Rotering,
County Attorney.
Butte, Montana.
Dear Sir:
I am in receipt of your letter enclosing copy of letter received
by you from Board of County Commissioners of Silver Bow County
with reference to the classification of such county, and the salaries
of county officers for the terms commencing with the first Monday in
January, 1921.
As I understand the situation Silver Bow County has been for many
years a county of the first class. The Extraordinary Session of 1919
amended Section 2973, Revised Codes, providing for the classification
of counties, and under such section as amended the percentage of the
full and true value which is used as the basis for computing taxes is
made the basis for classification, such act, however, providing that
there shall be no re-classification of counties until after March 10,
1921, except counties from which territory has been taken by the
creation of new counties since January 1, 1919. This year the percentage of the full and true value of property in Silver Bow County
used as a basis for computing taxes was less than $50,000,000, altho
more than $30,000,000, consequently should the county be re-classified
using the 1920 assessment as the basis it will become a county of the
second class.
A county does not change its classification automatically, but
requires that the proper action 'be taken by the board of county commissioners before its classification is changed: Section 2975 requires
the board of county commissioners,. at the regular session in September
of each even numbered year, to make an order designating the class to
which the county belongs, as determined by the assessed valuation for
such year, but that such classification shall not change the government
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