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which should be considered by the assessor, and after considering all of
them he should use his best judgment in fixing the value thereof for taxation.
Respectfully,
S. C. FORD,
Attorney General.

School District-Dissolution Of-Territory, Transfer Of
-Property.
Where the territory of a school district is transferred,
it is dissolved for all practical purposes, and under the common law rule the property thereof would pass to the district
to which it is attached.
June 21, 1919.
Miss May Trumper,
State Superintendent of Schools,
Helena, Montana.
Dear Miss Trumper:
I have your letter of recent date accompanied by a letter from the
County Superintendent of Schools of Carbon County, in which last letter
the following questions are propounded: (a) Can a district be legally dissolved by transfer of territory to different districts? (b) What becomes
of the property belonging to ,the dissolved district?
I take it by reference to the County Superintendent's letter that a
change in the boundaries of School District No. 26 has been made by
petition under the provisions of Section 406 of the School Law and that by
granting two petitions, the entire territory of this district would be transferred to other districts. This office has recently held in a case arising in
Mineral County where a district was divided under the provisions of
Section 406 and where the change in the boundary cut off a school house
belonging to the district and the same was attached to another district
that the school house became' the property of the district to which it was
attached, there being no provision in the statute where a change in the
boundaries of a district is made under this section for a division of the
property and funds of the district, that the Common Law rule must be
envoked and that under this rule it is held that when a part of the territory or the property of a school district is separated from it by annexation
to another district or by the creation of a new district, the old district
retains its property, powers, rights and privileges and continues to be
responsible for all its debts and liabilities, that is, it leaves the property
where it is found and the de~ts upon the original debtor. Citing Los
Angeles County vs. Hollywood School District, 105 Pac. 122. The question
here presented would leave the old school district without any property
whatever. As I understaD:d it, the question is, does this dissolve the district? I find no provision in the statute for dissolving a district in any
case other than that where it has failed to hold school for two years. It
would seem to me that for all practical purposes except for the payment
of its debts, the district would be dissolved, as it would have no school
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census, and therefore would not be entitled to any of the school funds, that
statute having failed to provide for a division of the funds and property.
the property would, under the Common Law, pass to the district to which
it was attached. The funds of tne district would of course be applied to the
payment of the indebtedness. The letter does not state what indebtedness
the district has.
Trusting that this answer answers your questions satisfactorily, I
remain
Respectfully,
S. C. FORD,
Attorney General.

Normal Training - At What Colleges - University of
Montana.
Under Section 8 of Chapter 114, Session Laws of 1917,
normal training may be given at any of the colleges of the
University of Montana as well as at the Normal College.
June 26, 1919.
Miss May Trumper,
.superintendent of Public Instruction,
Helena, Montana.
Dear Miss Trumper:
You have requested my construction of Section 8 of Chapter 114 of the
1917 Session Laws as to whether the twelve weeks of normal training
required therein is met by educational work at the College of Science and
Literature at Missoula, the College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts at
Boeman, or the School of Mines at Butte, as well as the Normal School at
Dillon.
I am unable to see in this provision any intended discrimination as to
the various colleges constituting the State .University. The Act requires
twelve weeks of normal training, and is a subdivision of an act to provide
normal training and junior college courses in high schools. Normal School
is defined by the Century Dictionary Encyclopedia as: "A school in which
teachers are instructed in the principles of their profession and trained
in the practice of it. A training college for teachers." And in the article
on normal schools in the International Encyclopedia as: "In general, any
institution for the professional training of teachers; a school for the
training of elementary school teachers, carried on usually by the state,
sometimes by private enterprise, which receives students who have had
more or less high school training, and gives them academic and professional courses."
In our state there is a rapidly increasing demand for trained teachers
to meet the requirements of our common schools. The legislature has attempted to meet this demand by various provisions, some of which are
teachers' institute, or the summer school courses in lieu thereof, the provisions of Chapter 114 above referred to, and the last legislature attempted
to greatly increase the number of normal schools in the state.
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