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Section 9 provides for the payment of pensions to firemen of an
entirely separate and distinct class, viz., those who become disabled,
regardless of age, length of service, or length of membership in the
association. Under this section a fireman may be of the age of twentyfive years only, may have been in active service but one month and
may have been a member of the association but one month, yet if he
becomes disabled he is entitled to a pension.
Section 8 then provides for the payment of pensions to the classes
therein enumerated, wholly and entirely regardless of disability, while
Section 9 provides for the payment of pensions on account of disability
wholly and entirely regardless of age, length of service, or length of
membership in the association.
That these two sections are entirely independent of each other
clearly appears from Section 11, which provides that the funds shall be
disbursed "( 2) For the payment of pensions pursuant to the. provisions
of Sections 8 and 9 of this Act." If it had not been intended that Sections 8 and 9 should provide for the payment of pensions to firemen
of entirely different classes there would have been no necessity for
using this particular language, as the provision found in subdivision
(1) of Section 11 would have been sufficient.
I am therefore of the opinion that it is not necessary for a fireman, who falls within one of the classes specified in Section 8, to be
disabled in order to entitle him to a pension, but all that is necessary
is for him to (1) have attained the age of fifty years, (2) or have been
a member in active service for eighteen years, or (3) have been a mem
ber of the relief association for ten years.
Respectfully,

S. C. FORD,
Attorney General.

Coyotes-Bounty-Payment Of-Sheriffs, Duty Of.
Scalps of coyotes must be presented to the office of the
sheriff, nearest which they were killed, who then makes out
his report.
December 21st, 1918.
Mr. F. G. Bassett,
535 N. Washington St.
Dillon, Montana.
Dear Sir:
I am in receipt of your letter of recent date asking whether or
the Sheriff of Beaverhead County may punch the scalps and issue
bound certificates for coyotes killed in Madison County, but nearer to
office of the Sheriff of Beaverhead County than to thp, office of
Sheriff of Madison County.
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The bounty law, Chapter 91, Session Laws 1913, specifically provides that the skins must be presented to the sheriff nearest to the
place where the animals are killed. I take it that this does not mean
that they must be presented to the sheriff of the county in which killed,
but to the sheriff residing nearest the place where killed.
It is therefore my opinion that if coyotes are killed in Madison
County, and the place where killed is nearer the office or residence of
the Sheriff of Beaverhead County than it is to the office or residence
of the sheriff of Madison County, the skins must be presented to the
nearest sheriff, that is, the Sheriff of Beaverhead County. It is his
duty to punch the scalp, remove the paws and make out the proper
certificate. The sl~eriff should then forward his report to the County
Clerk of Madison County, and the person to whom the certificate is
issued should present, or send the skins to the County Clerk of Madison
County, who should then issue the proper bounty certificate.
Respectfully,
S. C. FORD,
Attorney General.

Improvement District-County Commissioners, Powers
Of.

An improvement district created pursuant to Chapter
156 of the Session Laws of 1917 is wholly within the control of the Board of County Commissioners.
December 21st, 1918.
Mr. Maurice James,
Drummond, Montana.
Dear Sir:
I am in receipt of your letter of recent date regarding an improvement district at Drummond. In your letter you state:
"One of the main ideas in this organization, was the taking
over of an electric light plant which is owned individually. In
the session laws of 1917, I am unable to find anything of a definite nature as to the powers of the com,missioners of the improvement district. It seems to state plainly enough the powers
of the Board of County Commissioners."
I take it that your reference to the Session Laws of 1917 is to
Chapter 156 of such session laws, and this improvement district was
created under this chapter. This chapter provides the method for the
creation of such a district by the board of county commissioners, and
the manner in which the improvements made shall be paid for, all
powers in connection therewith being exercised by the board of county
commissioners. The act makes no provision whatever for any commission for the improvement district, and the board of county commissioners is not authorized to appoint or designate commissioners for
the district. The creation of the district, and all acts in connection
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