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OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Deficiency Claims, Appropriation for. Appropriation, Deficiency Claims.
There is not any law requiring a deficiency claim to be
filed with the State Auditor prior to the issuance of a warrant in payment of the claim where an appropriation has
been made therefor.
February 17, 1915.
Hon. William Keating,
State Audttor,
Helena, Montana.
Dear Sir:
I am in receipt of your letter submitting the question:
as to whether bills authorizing the payment of deficiency claims
should be accompanied with the claims for which the appropriation is made?
Section 235, Revised Codes, with reference to deficiency claims, provides:
"The Board must audit the same, and if they approve it,
must transmit to the Legislative Assembly with a statement of
their approval."
There is no provision of law whatsoever as to what becomes of either
the claim of the statement after being transmitted to the Legislative Assembly. Hence, there is no authority for requiring it to be filed in the
office of the State Auditor, or in any other office.
Yours very truly,
D. M. KELLY,
Attorney General.

State Board of Land Commissioners, Powers of. State
Lands, Leasing of. Oil and Gas Leases, Term of. Land,
Amount Which May Be Leased.
State laws respecting the leasing of state lands must harmonize with the provisions of the Enabling Act. hence, the
State Board of Land Commissioners may not lease lands for
gas or oil purposes for a term exceeding five years or in
greater amount than 640 acres.
February 17, 1915.
Hon. Sidney Miller,
Register State Land Board,
Helena, Montana.
Dear Sir:
I am in receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, wherein you ininquire whether the State Board of Land Commissioners is authorized
under the present laws to issue leases upon any of the lands granted to
the State, for periods of more than five years and in quantities of more
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