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measure on a separate and distinct ballot and the various acts of the
legislature authorizing the submission, specifically provide that separ·
ate ballots cmust be used.
Chapters 39, 47, 48 and 106, Laws of 1915.
I am, therefore, of the opinion that separate and distinct ballots
shauld be used.
Yours very truly,
J. B. POINDEXTER,
Attorney General.

Printing, Charges for. County Printing, Amount How
Ascertained. Charges, for County Printing How Determined.
Where a county asks and receives bids for county printing with reference to the charges enumerated in the statute,
the rules of measurement and computation provided in the
statute must govern in the absence of a special contract.
September' 27th, 1916.
Hon. R. S. Steiner, County Attorney,
Big Timber, Montana.
Dear Sir:
I am in receipt of your letter, enclosing Exhibit relating to County
printing, with an inquiry "as to the proper basis of measurement"
thereof.
Section 2897, Revised Codes, relating to County printing, defines the
term "folio" and also prescribes a rule for the measurement of what
is there denominated as "rule and figure work," but nowhere does it
attempt to define what constitutes this kind of work. Whether Exhibit "A" is rule and figure work or some other kind of work, is a
question which is not capable of solution as a matter of law, but must
be established as a matter of fact.
The Statute, not providing any rule for determining what is or is
not "rule and figure work" or other work, the presumption attaches
that the custom then prevailing must have been that with reference
to which the Legislature dealt in the enactment of the law.
It is within the powers of the Board of County Commissioners to
make speCial contracts relative to county printing, that is, contracts
at a price less than that named in the Statute, and to define in such
contract the rules of measurement and computation, provided the same
does not exceed the Statutory rate, but where the contract made is
wholly general and with reference to the Statute, then, the rules announced in the Statute must govern.
Aside from this, I am not capable of being more specific. The
solution is to first ascertain whether the work to be measured or computed is rule and figure work, or some other kind of work. That is,
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properly to classify the work and then apply the rule as found'IJifillthe
Section of the Statute, for that rule must govern unless ther~l!iSllsUme
contract in some manner varying it.
lflsd
Yours very truly,
J. B. POINDEXTER,
Attorney General.

Corrupt Practices Act, Expenses, Candidate Limit of.
Lieutenant Governor, Expenses of. Candidate, Expenses
of. Office, Candidate for expenses of.
The Corrupt Practices Act. with reference to expenditures by Lieutenant. Governor, examined and construed.
September 30th, 1916.
Hon. W. W. McDowell, Lieutenant Governor,
Butte, Montana.
Dear Sir:
I am in receipt of your inquiry relative to the construction of the
Corrupt Practices Act of the State of Montana.
(1) As to the amount which a candidate for the office of
Lieutenant Governor is permitted to expend;
(2) As to whether a political party may rightfully engage one
of its candidates as a speaker for the Party and pay his
legitimate traveling expenses, and
(3) As to whether parties not candidates for office may ex·
pend money to aid in the election either of a single candi·
date or of the candidates of a political party.
The Corrupt Practices Act of Montana has not been analyzed by
our own Supreme Court, and the questions here presented do not appear to have been considered by Courts of last resort in other jurisdictions having similar laws. It must be conceded that the Act in all
its terms and provisions, is not explicit and definite. Its purpose undoubtedly is to prevent corruption and in this light it must be construed. The wisdom of the law is not called in qUestion by anyone,
and even if it were unwise it would present a question for legislative
consideration. Both the duty and the desire of this office is to ascertain the real meaning of the law and to yield obedience to its mandates.
In Section 8 of the Act, a candidate for the office of Lieutenant
Governor is restricted in his expenditures to the sum of $100.00. It
is then provided in the same Section, in effect, that the expenditures
made by any of the candidate's relatives, employees or fellow officials
"shall be deemed to be that of the candidate himself." Hence, under
a literal construction of this law, it is within the power of any of the
persons last named to expend in their own way and manner, the full
amount allowed for the candidate and thus prevent him from making
any campaign whatsoever. Or, if the candidate expended the full $101}

