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and women prominent in various walks of life. The program, as a 
whole, cannot well be likened to any of the exhibitions specified in the 
license law referred to. 

I think it may be regarded as a matter of general knowledge that 
when this law was first enacted in 1895, traveling chautauquas were 
unknown in this state and the Legislature did not have them in mind 
when the law was passed. It is fair to assume that had such been the 
case a specific fee likely would have been required. The rule of con­
struction in the interpretation of Statutes such as our's may well be 
stated in the language of Justice Story, as announced in the case of 
United States vs. Wigglesworth, 2 Story Reports, 369, quoted with ap­
proval in the case of Transportation Company v. Tobin, 19 App. Cases 
(D. C.) 462, as follows: 

"It is, as I conceive, a general rule in the inter­
pretation of all statutes levying taxes or duties, upon 
subjects or citizens not to extend their provisions by 
implication beyond the clear import of the language 
used, or to enlarge their operations so as' to embrace 
matters not specifically pointed out, although stand­
ing upon a close analogy. In every case, therefore, of 
doubt, such statutes are construed most strongly 
a.gainst the government, and in favor of the citizen, be­
cause burdens are not to be imposed nor presumed to 
be imposed beyond what the statutes expressly and 
clearly import." 

You are advised, therefore, that chautauquas are not subject to a 
license fee under the laws of this state. 

Yours very truly, 
J. B. POINDEXTER, 

Attorney General. 

Conveyance, School District to County. Taxes, Lien of 
. on School Property. Bonds, Property Subject to Payment 
of. High School, Conveyance of Property by. 

Where a county purchases property from a school district, 
such property is not liable for bonds then outstanding against 
the district, but property within the district subject to taxa­
tion at the time bonds were issued is liable. 

Hon. L. V. Beaulieu, County Attorney, 
Havre, Montana. 

Dear Sir:-

August 17th, 1916. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, submitting the 
question: 

"If the County accepts a Warranty Deed from the 
School District for the present High School property 
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against which property there is at this time a bonded 
indebtedness in the sum of $16,000, does the ~ounty by 
taking the property, become liable as a County for 
the payment of the bonded indebtedness against the 
School District for that particular property?" 
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I am not advised from the terms of your letter whether the High 
School to which you refer is a County High School of a City or 
District High School. If it is a County High School, the bonded in­
debtedness is already a charge against the County. If it is a City 
or District High School, the bonded indebtedness is a charge against 
the property taxable within the District at the time of the issuance of 
the bonds and such property is not relieved from such lien except 
by the payment of the bonds. The property, however, owned by the 
District, that is the school lot and school building is not a subject of 
taxation, except special improvement taxes, hence, no tax lien can exist 
thereon, and if the district has the authority to sell the same to the 
County and does make the sale, the property so transfered is not sub­
ject to any tax lien by reason of the existence of the bonds, but the 
rest of the property situate within the district and which composed the 
district at the time of the issuance of the bonds, is still liable. This 
question was discussed by this Department in an opinion to Honorable 
H. A. Davee, on March 10th, 1914, Opinions of Attorney General, 1912-
1914, page 485. The statement contained in opinion of Attorney General 
referred to by you, Volume 4, page 515, has reference to private prdper­
ty situate within the district and does not refer to the school property, 
the title to which is vested in the school district. 

It would seem to me that if this school district sells this property 
to the County or to anyone, if it has such authority, that the money 
received therefor should be placed in the Sinking fund for the redemp­
tion of the bonds, for it was undoubtedly the purchase of this property 
and the erection of this building for which the bonds were issued. The 
County, by accepting a Warranty Deed to the property would not there­
by, as a matter of law, assume the bonded indebtedness outstanding 
against the District. 

Yours very truly, 
J. B. POINDEXTER, 

Attorney General. 

Fees, District Court. Judgment, Fees on Confession of. 
Clerk, District Court Collection of Fees by. 

The Clerk of the Court is entitled to collect as fees the 
sum of ten dollars in a proceeding instituted to secure judg­
ment of confession. 
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