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of procedure to be followed in the division of such districts. However, 
in the absence of specific statutory direction, we can follow the provis
ions of said Section 408 in this, to-wit: that, as the district can only be 
formed by jOint action of the authorities of both counties, it can only be 
divided by such joint action. Hence, the proposal for division must be 
acted upon by each county superintendent to the same extent as though 
the part of the district lying within her county, constituted the entire 
district, and if the different county authorities cannot agree, then the 
division cannot be made. 

2. There seems. to be two methods provided in the law for the 
division of school district, each one providing for the distribution of in
debtedness or property. Section 404 of said Chapter provides for the 
creation of new districts, and also for the apportionment of moneys 
and the division of district funds and property. Under this section, the 
petition must be addressed by the requisite number of parents or guard· 
ians, to the county superintendent, who after giving the required notice, 
acts thereon. The district as such cannot act in such matters, the coun
ty superintendent being alone the deciding tribunal, unless an appeal is 
taken to the Board of County Commissioners. Section 405 of said 
Chapter provides a distinct method for the division of school districts, 
having more than one school house, and under the method therein pro
vided, the district itself, through its Board of Trustees, is the deciding 
tribunal. This Section also contains specific provisions for the distri
bution of indebtedness, etc. The distinction between the two methods 
provided by Section 404 and 405 is that in the one case, the district 
as such is not called upon to act, and in the other case, the district 
itself must act, and it is not presumed that the Board of Trustees of the 
District will give consent to the division of the district unless such 
division is upon equitable lines. Hence if the second method' of pro· 
cedure is followed, that provided in Section 405, the rights and respon
sibilities indicated by the various subdivisions of that section must gov
ern in the distribution of indebtedness, etc., and if the division is made 
under the provisions of Section 404, then the provisions icontained in 
that section relating to distribution of moneys, division of property, etc., 
must govern. 

Yours very truly, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

Bills Passed by Legislative Assembly, May Be Typewritten. 
Legislative Assembly, Bills Passed by. 

Unless the rules or proceedings of the Legislature Decree 
otherwise, there is no prohibition against the submission of 
bills to the Governor in typewritten form. 

Hon. S. Y. Stewart, Governor, 
Helena, Montana. 

Dear Sir: 

January 4, 1914. 

I am in receipt of your favor submitting the question: 
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"May the Legislative Assembly submit to the Governor 
in typewritten form bills passed by it?" 
Section 12, Article VII of the State Constitution, pro!ides: 

"Every bill passed by the Legislative Assembly shall before 
it becomes a law be presented to the Governor." 
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and Section 11 of Article V of the Constitution confers authority upon 
each house of the Legislative Assembly "to determine the rules of its 
proceedings," but there is not any constitutional provision specifically 
providing that the bills shall be submitted to the Governor in any par
ticular form or manner of writing. The fact that they must be submit
ted, of course, presupposes that they must be either printed, written or 
typewritten. 

Our code provides that "writing" includes "printing." 
Section 16, Revised Codes. 

And, it is also very generally held that unless the context of the law 
decrees otherwise, typewriting is included within the term "printing." 

State ex reI Coleman vs. Oakland (Kan) 77 Pa. 694. 
This question was once considered by this department in a letter ad
dressed to the Hon. Edwin lL. Norris, then Governor of Montana, on 
January 9th, 1911, in which it was held that unless the rules or pro
ceedings of the Legislature decreed otherwise, there was no prohibition 
against the submission of bills to the Governor in typewritten form. 
That opinion then given is affirmed, and it is clearly within the power 
and authority of the Legislative Assembly to deSignate the character 
and form of writIng in which bills shall be submitted to the Governor. 

Yours very truly, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

State Tax Commission, Power and Authority of. Assessor, 
Rights of. 

The State Tax Commission has the power and authority 
to fix the valuation of all property, and the rights of the 
Assessor are subordinate thereto. 

The powers of the State Tax Commission may be extended 
by legislative enactment. and no constitutional amendment 1S 

necessary. 

Hon. S. V. Stewart, Governor, 
Helena, Montana. 

Dear Sir: 

January 7, 1915. 

In a recent communication you requested this department to inves
tigate the proposition as to whether the existing law relating to the 
State Tax Commission may be amended by the Legislature, so as to 
make it thoroughly effective, or whether a constitutional amendment 
will be necessary to bring about the desired result. 

The question presented has been set at rest in this state, in my 
judgment, by the decision in the case of Missouri River Power Oompany 
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