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has the right to state her own name, and if she chooses to use the 
initial letters of her husband's christian name, prefixing the "Mrs.," 
it is not sufficient ground to refuse her registration, for the clerk is un
der no obligation to institute an inquiry as to whether some other name 
would have been more appropriate. For instance, if she registers as 
"Mrs. L. J. Jones," the clerk would not know whether the letters "L." . 
and "J." were the initial letters of her husband's given names, or the 
initial letters of her own christian name; nor would he be under ahy 
obligation to institute an inquiry to ascertain. Everyone is entitled to 
one registration, and to one vote, and double registration by whatever 
name, would be a violation of law. The clerk undoubtedly has the auth
ority to make inquiry as to whether the party applying for registration 
has theretofore registered, either under that name, or some other 
name, but in the absence of any fraud or attempted double registration, 
or the use of a fictitious name for that purpose, I am strongly ihclined 
to the belief that there is no law which will prohibit a married woman 
from using the initials of her husband's given name, but prefixing 
thereto the word "Mrs." 

Yours very truly, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

Local Option, Petition for. Statute, Construction of. Pe
tition, Local Option Sufficiency of. Liquor, Petition for Local 
Option. 

Sufficiency of petition under Section 2041, Revised Codes. 
relating to local option, construed. 

Hon. Herbert H. Hoar, 
County Attorney, 

Sidney, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

April 29, 1915. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, submitting for 
consideration form of petition for local option in that county. The 
question submitted appears to be whether there should be a connective 
or a comma between the word "spirituous" and the word "malt." The 
language of the statute, Section 2041, Revised Codes is "spirituous or 
malt liquors, wines or cider, or any intoxicating liquors or drinks." Just 
what effect the omission of the connective "or" would have, of course, 
would rest with the judgment of the court.. It seems, however, that 
the words "spirituous," "malt," "wines" and "cider," are all included 
within the general term "intoxicating liquors or drinks." It would seem 
to me rather technical to hold that an ordinance adopted by a general 
vote of the people was void by reason of such an omission. Of course, 
it would be safer if the language of the statute was followed strictly, 
for it is possible to give it the construction tlfat it only relates to malt 
liquors, wines and ciders. ' 
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However, I am wholly unable to say just what construction the 
court would place upon this language, except to give it as my judg
ment that it would be somewhat technical to construe the language as 
meaning only malt liquors. 

Yours very truly, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

School Trustees, Authority to Build Barn. Trustees, School 
District, Powers of. Building, Authority School Trustees to 
Erect. 

The Board of School 'Trustees when the same is necessary 
for the welfar:e of the children, has authority to erect sheds 
for the care of animals necessarily used by the children in 
attendance upon the school. 

Hon. Herbert H. Hoar, 
County Attorney, 

Sidney, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

April 30, 1915. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, submitting the 
question as to whether the school trustees have the right to use 
school moneys for building a barn on the school property for the use 
of the school children of the district, It is stated in your letter that 
several of the children Jive at distances so great as to require them 
to drive back and forth, and that it is necessary for some place to be 
provided for the care of their horses during the day. 

There is no specific provision of law directly authorizing the erec· 
tion of barns or sheds, but there is not any law prohibiting the trustees 
from doing the things necessary to secure the attendance of the chil
dren at school. No one would question their right to provide a cloak 
room or a safe place for lunch baskets, or to repair an entrance way 
to the school yards, as when necessary for protection or safety, to fenee 
the school grounds, and I know of no reason why the Board should 
not be permitted to provide hitching places for horses when the same 
is necessary for the accommodation of pnpils. Judgment of course would 
be used by the trustees in the kind, character and cost, and the accom
modation thus provided would perhaps not approach the degree of a 
regular barn, as the same is commonly understood. 

Your conclusion that the Board has this authority, to be exercised 
when necessary, and with reason and discretion, is affirmed. 

Yours very truly, 
D, M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

cu1046
Text Box




