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and the two·year term. These commissioners were not appointed by 
some appointing power, but, as stated above, were elected by the 
electors of the county. It is true there is some doubt in law as to 
whether a persou may be apPointed to an office beyond a general elec
tion, but in the case of an election to fill a vacancy there is little doubt 
and especially in view of the constitutional provision above referred 
to and the express provision of Chap. 112, Laws of 1911. 

It is, therefore, my opinion that the commissioners elected for the 
county of Hill at the special p.lection of February 20th, 1912, will hold 
office in accordance with the terms for which each was nominated 
and elected respectively, for two, Lour, and six: years from and after 
the first :.vlonday of January, 1911. 

I desire tD add further that the views herein expressed are con· 
curred in by Mr. Galen and also by the other assistant attorneys gen
eral. 

Very truly yours, 
W. S. TOWNER, 

Assistant Attorney General. 

Surety 'Bonds, Road Supervisor and Justice of the Peace. 
Premiums on Bonds, Payment Of. County, Liability for pay
ment of Premium on Bonds. Justices of the Peace, Premium 
on Bonds Of. Road Supervisors, Premium on Bonds Of. 

Road Supervisors and Justices of the Peace are not county 
officers within the meaning of Chap. 6, Laws of 19II, and the 
premium upon the official bonds of Isuch officer is not a legal 
charge -against the county within which they are appointed or 
elected. 

Mr. W. H. MDrgan, 
County Clerk, 

Thompson, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

June 12, 1912. 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 7th inst., wherein you 
state that the members of the board of county commissioners of San
ders County request an opinion as to whether Dr not the premiums on 
bonds ,of Road Supervisors and Justices of the Peace are a legal charge 
against the county. 

Chap. 6, Laws of 1911, provides: 

"Whenever an official bond is required of any state, county 
or city ofhcer » * * where such officer shall furnish a 
surety company bond, the premium therefor shall be a proper 
charge against the general fun<;l of the state, county, or city, 
as the case may be." 

This is the only authority of law for the payment by the county 
of the premiums on official bonds of its officers. Sec. 2957, Revised 
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Codes, enumerates the county officers. Road Supervisors and Justices 
of the Peace are not included within this list. Chap. 6, Laws of 1911, 
makes specific mention of the officers to whom the provisions of tha 
act apply. Road Supervisors and Justices of the Peace are district 
and township officers, and not county officers within the meaning of 
this act, and it is, therefore, my opinion that the premium on bonds 
of Road Supervisors and Justices of the Peace is not a legal charge 
against the county within which they are appointed or elected. 

Very truly yours, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

Schools, Courses of Study In. Board of Trustees, Authority 
Of. Industrial and Domestic Courses, Authority to Maintain. 

Under the law of this state a board of trustees has the auth
ority to add the industrial and domestic courses to the usual 
courses of study. 

Han. T. P. Stewart, 
County AtLorney, 

Deer Lodge County, Anaconda, :\Iont. 
Dear Sir: 

June 13, 1912. 

I am in receipt of a letter signed by Mr. John L. Chrystal, as 
president of the school board, and by Mr. W. K. Dwyer, superintendent, 
making enquiry as to the authority IOf the school board to maintain 
industrial and domestic science departments as part of the school 
course of that distrfct. It is a rule of this department not to render 
opinions to anyone except to the state and county officials whom it is 
my duty to advise. I do not know that this question has ever been 
presented to you, but it is evidently a question in which the school 
board is much interested, and will undoubtedly be presented t6 you 
for your consideration, and I take the liberty to here submit to you the 
result of my research in investigating this question. 

Sec. 912 of the Revised Codes enumerates certain branches which 
must be taught, but does not prohibit the addition of other branches, 
and by the provisions of Sec. 884, "a board of trustees" has authority 
to establish a high schoOl, employ teachers, and "grade the school 
into departments and classes." Grading a school necessarily requires 
a course of study and deterqIination as to what· branches shall be 
taught. 

Subdivision 15 of Sec. 875 of the Revised Codes, relating to the 
powers of school boards, provides: 

"To determine what branches, if any, in addition to those 
required by law shall be taught in any school in the district, 
subject to the approval of the county superintendent." 

There is not any rule or regulatIOn of the state board of education 
which abbre\'iates or curtails this general authority conferred on school 
boards by the general law. 
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