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Section 1770, Revised Codes, as amended? 
Said Section 1770 as amended by Chapter 48, Laws of 1909, con-

tains the statement: 
"Th'e medical' certificate shall be made and signed by the 

attending physician, if any, last in attendance on the deceased." 
Section 1771, Revised Codes, .provides that in case of any death 

occurring without medical attendance the undertaker shall notify the 
registrar of such death and the registrar shall inform either the local 
health officer or the coroner and refer the case to him for immediate 
investigation and certification. Thp. duty of the coroner primarily i5 to 
make inquiry as to whether a crime has been committed rather than 
to make investigation as to the precise cause of the death. Under 
these statutes, I 'believe the following rules may be taken as a guide 
In d'etermining whose duty it is to sign the "certificate of death." 

1. Where the deceased was under the care and treatment 
of a physician at the time of his death it is the duty of such 
~hysician to sign the certificate, even though a coroner's inquest 
maybe held. 

2. Where the person died without medical attendance, the 
undertaker notifie5 the registrar and the registrar notifies the 
health officer or the coroner, and whichever one of these offi
cials is so notified, he shall immediately make the necess'ary 
investigation and sign the certificate. 
The registrar apIJears to be at liberty to notify either the health 

officer or the coroner in his discretion, the purpose being, perha;ps, to 
select the one who under the circumstances of the case will most ex· 
IJedite the investigation. 

Yours very trwly, 
ALBElRT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

School Districts, Warrants Of. Warrants, of School Dis
tricts. School Warrants, Who Signed By. 

'Dhe warrants of a school district should be signed by the 
chairman of the board and countersigned by the clerk of the 
district. 

Hon. L. C. Rinard, 
County Attorney, 

Thompson, :vrOnt. 
Dear Sir: 

March 7, 1912. 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of th'e 3rd inst., in which you 
request my official opinion upon the following question: 

"In school districts of the third class, where there is a 
board of three 'School trnstees, may th'e chairman and clerk sign 
'Warrants without the signature of another member of the board 
of trustees, or is it r.eceso;ary that at least two members of the 
board sign th'e warr,mts?" 
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Th'€re is no direct provision of law as to the manner in which 
warrants upon the funds of a school district are to be drawn. The 
allowance of a claim against a school district is made ,by a majority 
of the board of trustees acting in lawful session. The board neces
sarily has a chairman and a clerk. Sec. 874, Revised Codes, provides 
that the chairman of the board of school, trm~tees shall perform such 
duties as usually 'Pertain to su~h office. It is true th;:tt Sec. 830, Re
vised Codes, provides: 

"The trustees shall draw their warrants on the county 
treasurer." 
Sec. 995, Revised Cod~s, relative to the special tax collected at 

the request of the -board of trustees, makes provision that when said 
tax is collected it shall be -placed to the credit of the district and shall 
,be suhject to the order of the district board_ The board then neces
sarily acting in lawful s'ession at the time of the allowance of the 
claim against the district it is my opinion that where the warrant is 
ordered issued -by a majority of the iboard, that the proper person to 
execute such warrant would be the chairman, and that his signature 
should be attested by the clerk of the district and that the warrant 
should bear the seal of the school district. 

f'rovis,ions of subdivision 8, Section 2986, and of subdivision 3, Sec
tion 941, require that the warrants of a school district presented to 
th-e county treasurer for payment n:ust be countersigned by the clerk 
of the district. This is also the manner in which bonds of a s;chool 
district are to be executed, to-wit: 'by the chairman and clerk of the 
district. (Sec. 890, Subdivision 7, Revi'sed Codes.) 

It is, therefore, my oJ)inion that in districts of the third class the 
warrant may be signed by the chairman and countersigned by the 
clerk, and it is not necessary that at least a majority of the members 
of the board shall affix their signature to the warrant. 

Yours- very truly, 
ft.LBlilltT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

Stock Commissioners, Authority to Assist in Prosecution. 
Prosecutions, Authority of Stock Commissioners to Assist. 

Under the provisions of Sec. 1787, Revised Codes, should the 
state board of stock commissioners deem it necessary for the 
protection of the rights and interests of stock owners, they 
may assist by the employment of special counsel in the prose
cution of crimes growing out of a violation of the stock law. 

D. W. Raymond, Esq., 
Sec'y, State Board Stock Commissioners, 

Helena, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

March 7, 1912. 

I acknowledge receipt of your ietter of the 1st inst., in which you 
ask as to the authority of the state board of stock commissioners to 
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