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electors of the 'county to vote at an election there would be little ques
tion as to the validity of the proposed bond i£sue, but should a consid
erable number of qualified electors I)f the county be deprived of their 
right to participate in ~ uc.h electio·'l by reason of strict compliance 
with the provisions of Section 33, Ohapter 113, Laws of 1911, it would 
raise a grave question as to the vnlidity of the proposed bond issue. 

Yours very truly, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

Registration, of Women. Women, Registration Of. School 
Elections, Registration For. 

Under the provisions of Chap. l'I3, Laws of 191'1, women to 
be eligible -to vote must have been registered. No registration 
is required except for the annual school district election. 

Hon. Fred L. Gibson, 
ICounty Attorney, 

Livingston, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

January 3, 1912. 

I am in re~eipt of your letter submitting tile question &s to whether 
it is necessary for women to he registered to entitle them to vote at 
general school elections in second ,and third class districts. 

By reason 'of the provisions of Sections 18, 28, 29, 30 and 31, and 
probably other sections of Chapter 113, Laws of 1911, wherein school 
district elections are mentioned, and by reason of the provisions of 
Section 35 of said Chapter which prohibits anyone from voting at 
any elections mentioned in the act, unless registered, this office .nas 
held that all persons voting at annual school district elections must 
'be registered, but that the act does not apply to special school district 
elections. Section 857 of the Revised Codes is not repealed but is mod
ified by said Chapter 113 in 'so far as requiring all persons voting at 
annual school district elections in ddstricts of the 'second and third 
class to be registered. 

Yours very truly, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

Free Holder, Who Is. Registration Law, Free Holder Under. 

Under provisions of Sec. IS, Chap. II3, Laws ot 1911, the 
witness signing affidavit must be the owner of an estate of 
inheritance or for life. A homesteader who has complied with 
-the acts required by the Acts of Congress to entitled him to 
patent is a free holder within the meaning of' this section. 
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Mr. B. L. Powers, 
County Attorney, 

Fort Benton, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

January 6, 1912. 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 3rd inst., in which you 
request my opinion as to whether a person having no other estate in 
real 'property than a homestead filing or contract for a deed to a lot 
in a townsite where patent has not teen issued, is a free holder within 
the provisions of Section 15, Chapter 113, Laws of 1911; and also 
whether persons residing upon a fcrest reservation and for that rea
son are unable to obtain patent to the lots upon which they reside 
are free holders within the same section. 

A free hold is defined by Section 4485, Revised Codes, as being· 
"estates of inheritance and for life." unless the person is the owner 
of an estate of inheritance or an estate for life, in my opinion he 
would not be a free holder within the meaning of this Act. 

Howev~r, with reference to a homesteader, it is my opinion that 
when he has completed the residEonce and improvements upon his 
homestead as required by the acts of congress and has done every
thing necessary by him to be done prior to the issUiance of a patent 
by the United States government that his estate in such homestead 
would be a free hold estate and the same would, des'cend to his heirs. 
But until such time as he has fully complied wiih the act under which 
he entered his homestead he would not have such an interest in the 
property as would constitute him a free holder. Neither would a per
son Simply holding a contract for a deed to property be a free holder_ 
Conditions of the contract might n€'Yer be performed and as a oonse
quence a deed would never is'sue and title would and could never vest 
in the holder of the contract. For the reasens above cited, it is my 
opinion that neither of the class of persons referred to in your lette)' 
are free holders within the intent of Section 15, Chapter 113, Law", 
of 1911. . 

Y:mr:l very truly, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

Fish and Game Fund. 
penses, Game and Fish 
Against State, Limitation 

Game Warden, Expenses 
-Warden. Appropriations. 
Of. Limitation of Claims. 

Of. Ex
Claims 

The provisions of the Revised Codes limiting the amount of 
expenses to be incurred by the state game and fish warden, or 
his deputies, is not an appropriation but is merely a limi,tation 
as to the amount tha't may be expended within anyone year. 
The expenditure~ incurred by a deputy game war-den at the 
direction of the sta,te game warden outside of the district of 
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