
184 OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

Board of Railroad Commissioners, Power to Compel Railroad 
to Stop Trains Between Regularly Designated Stations. Rail
road Commission, Authority to Require Railroads to Maintain 
Stations. 

Under the provisions of Sec. 19, Cha'p. 37, Session Laws of 
1907, the board of railroad commissioners has power to com
pel railroads to provide, maintain and operate sufficient train 
service for the proper and reasonable accomodation of the pub
lic, and under the provisions of this section it is within the 
power of the board to require a railrQad company to mainta!1l: 
a station or stopping place at such points along its line as will 
reasona-bly accomodate the public,-the reasonableness thereof 
to be determined from the facts in each particular case. 

May 23, 1911. 
Board of Railroad Commissioners of the Stale of Montaua: 

Helena, Montana. 
Gentlemen: 

I am in receipt of yOUT letter of May 18th, requesHng my opinion 
as to whether oD'r not your board has power to require the Oregon 
Short Line Railroad company to stop its trains at Willis, or at any other 
point between regularly designated 'Stations, under the following state
ment of f-acts: 

Willis is not a station anQ is situated at the foot of a 2% 
grade, 11;2 miles from Glen statioOn. It has been the custom of 
the Oregon Short Line to stop at Willis for passengers to get 
off and on, for several years past. The postoffice is located 
there in a store building. A'ccording to the statement of rail
way officials they have been stopping there to accomodate 
Butte people who might wish to go to Willis fishing, and have 
discontinued stopping there on account of the grade. 
Under the provision;; of Section 19, of Chapter 37, Session Laws of 

1907, the board has power, and it is its duty to compel any and all 
railroads to provide, maintain and operate sufficient train service, both 
freight and passenger, for the proper and reasonable accomodation of 
the public, and to provide and maintain suitable waiting rooms for 
passengers, and suitable ·rooms for freight and baggage at all stations. 

Under the provisions of this section it is within the power of the
Board toO require a railroad company to maintain a station or a stopping 
place at such points along its line as will reasonably accomodate the 
public. 

The question as to whether or not a station should be installed, or 
the railroad company be required to stop its trains at any particular 
point to albw passengers to get off and on, is one of fact to be determ
ined by your board, and the fact that Willis is situated at the foot of 
a 2% grade, and that ihe station of Glen is only 11;2 miles beyond, are 
matters to be taken into consideration in determining the fact as to 
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whether or not the reasonable accomodation of the public would require 
a stopping place or station at this pOint. As a ma-tter of law, the 
board has the right to compel the railroad company to stop at this 
point and to maintain a station there. if the reasonable accoonodation 
of the public requires it. which fact has to be determined by your 
board from the particular circumstances of the case. 

Yours very truly. 
ALBERT J. GALEN. 

Attorney General. 

Election Precincts, How Established in Incorporated City or 
Town. Cities or Towns, Election Precinct How Established 
In. 

Under the provisions of Sec. 2, Chap. II3, Session Laws of 
19II, the board of county commissioners in establishing elec
tIon precincts in incorporated cities or towns must do so in 
conformity with the boundaries 'of ward lines, but if the citv 
or town does not Icontain more than 300 electors the hoard may 
mclude additional contiguous outlying territory within the 
boundaries of such precinct in addition to the boundaries of the 
ward. 

May 23. 1911. 
Mr. H: S. Greene, 

County Attorney. Cascade County. 
Great Falls, Montana. 

Dear Sir: 
I am in receipt of your letter of May 13th. requesting my opInIOn 

as to the proper construction to be placed upon Section 2. Chapter 
113. Session Laws of 1911, as to whether or not the county commis
sioners in establishing election precincts in inoorpor·ated cities OT towns 
which do not contain more than 300 electors must establish such pre
cincts in conformity to the boundaries of the ward lines. 

In reply I will say that Section 2, Chapter 113, reads as follows: 
"The board of county commissioners of each count.y shaU 

establish a convenient number of election precincts therein, not 
later than the fifteenth day of June, 1911, and in the order 
establishing such precincts, the boundaries thereof must be de
fined with as much accuracy as practicable. The board of 
county commissioners, in eiltablishing election precincts, as 
herein provided, shall, in all incorporated cities or towns, 
establish such precincts in conformity with the boundaries' of 
the ward lines of the wards of thp. city or town as establish
ed by the city council thereof, provided that the. board of 
county commi'l5ioners may est.ablish two or more precincts 
within the boundaries of anyone ward; and provided fmther, 
that if the city or town does not contain more than 300 eJec-
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