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inspector, as amended it provided Lor two assistant boiler inspectors, 
who must have rour years experienc'e in the operation of 'steam engines 
and boilers. Such assistants are to be appointed by the governor, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, and t:!ach is to receive a salary 
or $1,800 per year. 

The general appropriation bill, House Bill No. 261, laws of 1905, ap· 
propriates $2,400 for sala:ry of boiler inspector, $1,800 for assistant boiler 
inspector and $3,500 for office and traveling 'expenses, for each year. 
Hous'e Bill No. 292, laws of 1905, is a special appropriation bill, and ap­
propriates $1,800 for the salary of deputy state boiler inspector and $500 
for office and traveling expenses, for each year. While House Bill No. 
105 provides that there shall be two assistant boiler inspectors and House 
Bill No. 292 appropriates $1,800 for salary of deputy state boiler inspector, 
it is evident that it was the inteniJion of the legislature, ,by this appro­
priation, to provide for the salary of the new assistant provided for by 
th'e amendment of Section 552. 

You are therefore advised that the 'salary of the new assistant boiler 
inspector should be paid out of the appropriation provided for by House 
Bill No. 292. 

In consequence of the law above quoted, it will be seen, taking 'both 
appropriation bills together, that the boiler inspector's office is alloweq 
the following: $2,400 per year, for salary of the boiler inspector, and 
$1,800 per year for each assistant, and four thousand dollars, for office and 
traveling expenses. 

Yours very truly, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

Board Medical Examiners-Power Of-Under Section 602 

Political Code as Amended. 

Under Section 602 Political Code as amended by laws of 1903, 

page 20, Board of Medical Examiners may determine from facts 
presented to them, whether the applicant for license to practice 
medicine has complied with the law requiring him to take four 
courses of lectures of six mor..ths each. 

Helena, Montana, May 23, 1905. 
Hon. W. C. Riddell, Secretary Board of Medical Examiners, Helena, Mon­

tana. 
Dear Sir:-Your letter of May 21st, relating to t\1e proposed applica­

tion of Dr. Harry L. Jones to practice medicine in Montana, received. 
Section 602 of the Political Code of Montana, as amended by laws of 

1903, page 20, is a remedial and protective statute. It.;; purpose is ob­
vious; however, certain discretionary powers are conferred upon the 
Board of Examiners. The Section provides two methods by which appli­
cants may be licensed to practice meaicine in Montana. The first is by 
examination, and a regular course 01' procedure is prescribed therefor; 
and the second is to admit any applicant who has been regularly licensed 
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by the State Board of Examiners of ',;ome other State, undar the conditions 
prescribed in the Section. The procedura under examination is pre­
"Scribed as follows: 

1. The applicant must presant a diploma from a medical school. 
2. He must ba examined in the branches named in the statute. 
3. He must prese';1t evidence of attending four courses of lectures 

of at least six months each. 
Whether the applicant has taken the four coursas of lectures is a 

quastion which must be decided by the Board from the evidence then 
submitted. The law does not specifically say that these four courses 
of lectures must precede the granting of the diploma which is presented 
to the Board by the applicant. It only raquires that he must have taken 
four courses of lectures prior to his admission to practice in this State. 

The facts in this particular case appear to be that the applicant is 
a graduate of a college which -requiras a four years course; 'but bafore 
'entering such college, he had graduated from another college, and that 
by reason of his former g-raduation, and by doing extra work, he was 
permitted to graduate in three years; that 'since graduation he has been 
employed as a physician in the public hospitals in the city of St. Louis. 
If the college from which !lJhe applicarut was graduated, is up to th'e 
standard, which fact my.st be determined by the Board, it is within the 
discrationary power of the Board, under thesa circumstances, to say that 
the applicant has brought himself within the requiraments. of the State 
laws, rcq\liring his attendance at lectures for twenty-four months. This 
discretionary power of the Board is apparent from the sacond division 
of tne section as amend ad. 

In considering this particular question, it would be proper for the 
Board to take into account the applicants graduation from the former col­
'lage, though it were not a medical college, his graduation from the medi­
cal C'Ollege, the character and standing of 'both collages, th'e subequent 
practice and study of the applicant, which may also have been under 
the guidance of some regularly practicmg physician, and from all thase 
facts the Board should determina whether the four year term prescribed 
in the statute has been compliad with. 

Respectfully 'Submitted, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

Powers of Board-Employment of Detective-Contracts. 

Boards of County Commissioners have no authority under the 
"laws of this State to employ a detective for the purpose of pro­
-curing evidence against persons committing larceny, or other 
crimes, against citizens of their county, nor have they power to 
,employ an attorney to whom such a detective is to make reports 
·of his investigations. County Commissioners can only make 
·contracts that are legal charges against the county, when acting 
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