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MONTANA WATER COURT 
UPPER MISSOURI DIVISION 

JEFFERSON RIVER 
BASIN (41G) 

PRELIMINARY DECREE 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CLAIMANTS: Stacy Barnes; Gena G. Grund; Adam 

Molenda; Amy Molenda; Aron Molenda; 
Brian Molenda; Joeseph L. Molenda; 
Matthew M. Molenda; Todd Molenda; 
Denice C. Rust 

 
OBJECTORS:  Gena G. Grund; James S. Molenda; Joseph 

L. Molenda; Matthew M. Molenda; James 
J. & Maxine L. Molenda Decedent’s Trust; 
James J. & Maxine L. Molenda Survivor’s 
Trust; Denice C. Rust; United States of 
America (Bureau of Reclamation) 

CASE 41G-0532-R-2022 
41G 95723-00 

 

 

CLOSING ORDER 

Claim 41G 95723-00 was included in the Preliminary Decree for Jefferson River 

Basin 41G issued February 15, 2018.  The claim is for irrigation from the Jefferson River.  

The United States Bureau of Reclamation (“BOR”), as well as Gena G. Grund, James S. 

Molenda, Joseph L. Molenda, Matthew M. Molenda, a representative of the James J. & 

Maxine L. Molenda Survivor’s Trust, and Denice C. Rust filed objections to claim 41G 

95723-00.   Based on the objections filed, all elements were at issue.  This case was 

consolidated to resolve the objections. (Doc. 1.00) 
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On February 2, 2026, the parties filed a Stipulation to Resolve Objections 

(“Stipulation”)1.  (Doc. 50.00).  The Stipulation provides corrections to the elements of 

claim 41G 95723-00, including that the flow rate should be reduced from 5.65 CFS to 

1.24 CFS and the maximum acres and place of use should be reduced from 149.20 to 

32.85 acres.  Id.  The Stipulation identified that the point of diversion should be corrected 

to reflect pumps moveable along the source within the legal land descriptions provided.  

An information remark was also proposed to identify the moveable pumps.  Additionally, 

the parties agreed to the addition of an information remark limiting the place of use to 

private land.  Id.  The requested corrections are as follows. 
Flow Rate:  5.65 CFS  1.24 CFS 
 
Maximum Acres: 149.20   32.85 
 
Point of Diversion: 
1 SENWSW 21 1N 2W 
1 S2N2SE 21 1N 2W 
2 S2NESW 21 1N 2W 
3 S2NESW 22 1N 2W 
4 SE  22 1N 2W  
 
Place of Use:   See Stipulation to Resolve Objections (Doc. 50.00). 
 
Information Remarks: PUMPS ARE MOVEABE ALL ALONG THE SOURCE 

WITHIN LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTIONS 
 

THE PLACE OF USE IS LIMITED TO PRIVATE LAND. 
 

The Water Court is not bound by settlement agreements filed by parties.  All 

settlement agreements are subject to review and approval by the Water Court.  Rule 17(a), 

W.R.Adj.R.  The agreement filed by the parties in this case resolves the objections.  The 

corrections to the claim reflect reductions and clarifications.  The Stipulation to Resolve 

Objection is accepted.   

Therefore, it is 

ORDERED that the Stipulation to Resolve Objections is Accepted. An abstract 

reflecting the agreement is filed with this Order. 

 
1 On February 5, 2026, the United States filed a Notice of Errata identifying that there was a clerical error in 
signature line for the United States in that the year stated 2025 rather than 2026. 
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ORDERED that proceedings in this case are CLOSED. 

ELECTRONICALLY SIGNED AND DATED BELOW. 
Service via USPS Mail: 
 
Matthew M. Molenda 
PO Box 2 
Whitehall, MT 59759-0002 
 
James S. Molenda 
PO Box 1367 
Cut Bank, MT 59427-1367 
 
Stacy Barnes 
22477 E. Dorado Pl 
Aurora, CO 80015-6507 
 
Gena G. Grund 
PO Box 467 
Boulder, MT 59632 
 
Adam Molenda 
2829 Ashley Ave. 
East Helena, MT 59635-3370 
 
Amy Molenda 
201 2nd St NE 
Cut Bank, MT 59427 
(Return mail received) 
 
Aron Molenda 
4734 Baja Rd 
Helena, MT 59602 
 

Service via USPS Mail: 
 
Brian Molenda 
8 King St 
Cut Bank, MT 59427 
 
Todd Molenda 
160 US Highway 213 N 
Cut Bank, MT 59427 
 
Joseph L. Molenda 
1912 Harvest Loop 
East Helena, MT 59635 
 
Denice C. Rust 
James J. & Maxine L. Molenda Decedent’s Trust 
James J. & Maxine L. Molenda Survivor’s Trust 
PO Box 12 
Cardwell, MT 59721 
 
Service via Electronic Mail: 
 
Jennifer A. Najjar 
Michelle Ramus 
US Dept of Justice, ENRD-NRS 
Jennifer.Najjar@usdoj.gov 
Michelle.Ramus@usdoj.gov 
MontanaBasins.ENRD@USDOJ.GOV 
 

*Note Caption Updated: 2/6/2026* 
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POST DECREE

ABSTRACT OF WATER RIGHT CLAIM

  JEFFERSON RIVER

BASIN 41G

Water Right Number: 41G  95723-00    STATEMENT OF CLAIM

Version: 3 -- POST DECREE

Status:       ACTIVE

Owners: STACY  BARNES 

22477 E DORADO PL
AURORA, CO 80015-6507

GENA G GRUND 
PO BOX 467
BOULDER, MT 59632-0467

ADAM  MOLENDA 
615 LEGEND LOOP APT 213
HELENA, MT 59602-8642

AMY  MOLENDA 
201 2ND ST NE
CUT BANK, MT 59427-2734

ARON  MOLENDA 
4734 BAJA RD
HELENA, MT 59602-9668

BRIAN  MOLENDA 
8 KING ST
CUT BANK, MT 59427-9029

JOSEPH L MOLENDA 
1912 HARVEST LOOP
EAST HELENA, MT 59635-9414

MATTHEW M MOLENDA 
PO BOX 2
WHITEHALL, MT 59759-0002

TODD  MOLENDA 
160 US HIGHWAY 213 N
CUT BANK, MT 59427-9000

DENICE C RUST 
PO BOX 12
CARDWELL, MT 59721

Priority Date: DECEMBER 24, 1953

Type of Historical Right: FILED

Purpose (Use): IRRIGATION

Irrigation Type: SPRINKLER/FLOOD
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Flow Rate: 1.24 CFS 

Volume: THE TOTAL VOLUME OF THIS WATER RIGHT SHALL NOT EXCEED THE AMOUNT PUT 
TO HISTORICAL AND BENEFICIAL USE.

Climatic Area: 3 - MODERATE

Maximum Acres: 32.85

Source Name: JEFFERSON RIVER

Source Type: SURFACE WATER

PUMPS ARE MOVEABLE ALL ALONG SOURCE WITHIN LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION.

Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:

ID Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County

1 S2N2SE 21 1N 2W JEFFERSON

Period of Diversion: APRIL 1 TO OCTOBER 1

Diversion Means: PUMP

2 S2NESW 21 1N 2W JEFFERSON

Period of Diversion: APRIL 1 TO OCTOBER 1

Diversion Means: PUMP

3 S2NESW 22 1N 2W JEFFERSON

Period of Diversion: APRIL 1 TO OCTOBER 10

Diversion Means: PUMP

4 SE 22 1N 2W JEFFERSON

Period of Diversion: APRIL 1 TO OCTOBER 1

Diversion Means: PUMP

Period of Use: APRIL 1 TO OCTOBER 1

Place of Use:

ID Acres Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County

1 3.50 S2N2SE 21 1N 2W JEFFERSON

2 3.50 S2NESW 21 1N 2W JEFFERSON

3 0.85 S2NESW 22 1N 2W JEFFERSON

4 25.00 SE 22 1N 2W JEFFERSON

Total: 32.85

THE PLACE OF USE IS LIMITED TO PRIVATE LAND.

Remarks:

THE WATER RIGHTS LISTED FOLLOWING THIS STATEMENT ARE MULTIPLE USES OF THE SAME RIGHT.  THE 
USE OF THIS RIGHT FOR SEVERAL PURPOSES DOES NOT INCREASE THE EXTENT OF THE WATER RIGHT.  
RATHER IT DECREES THE RIGHT TO ALTERNATE AND EXCHANGE THE USE (PURPOSE) OF THE WATER IN 
ACCORD WITH HISTORICAL PRACTICES.

95718-00 95723-00


