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CLAIMANT: JC Cattle Inc. CASE 43BV-0211-R-2023
43BV 30137222

OBJECTORS: Greg H. Langford; Vickie L. Langford 43BV 30137291
43BV 30137314
43BV 30137315
43BV 30137317
43BV 30137724

CLOSING ORDER

The Water Court included water rights claims 43BV 30137222, 43BV 30137291,
43BV 30137314, 43BV 30137315, 43BV 30137317, and 43BV 30137724 in the
Preliminary Decree for the Sweet Grass Basin (43BV) issued on May 25, 2021. Each
claim describes a right to use water from an unnamed spring that is a tributary of Sweet
Grass Creek for stock water use. The claims were filed as “exempt” rights under the
provisions of House Bill 110 (“HB 110”) passed by the 2017 Montana Legislature
(codified at § 85-2-222, MCA). HB 110 authorized owners of certain exempt claims the
option of filing the claims prior to a June 30, 2019 filing deadline.

The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (“DNRC”) examined the
claims pursuant to its claim examination rules. Based on the DNRC examination, the
following issue remark was included on the preliminary decree abstract for each claim:

THIS CLAIM NUMBER WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THE BASIN 43BV
DECREE ISSUED 12/19/1984.



Greg H. Langford and Vickie L. Langford, through their counsel, Christopher T.
Scoones, filed objections to all elements of the claims with an emphasis on priority dates.

On August 3, 2023, the Court consolidated the claims into this case to address the
issue remark and the Langford objections. At the time of consolidation, JC Cattle Inc.
(“JC Cattle) owned each of the claims.

Various proceedings have occurred in this case, but ultimately the parties reached
a stipulation (“Stipulation”). The Stipulation proposes to resolve the Langford objections
by modifying the priority dates so they reflect land patent dates. Each of the modified
priority dates is junior to the dates claimed. Counsel for both parties represented to the
Court that the Stipulation is accepted by their clients and they also filed signature pages.

Since the date the parties filed the Stipulation, the ownership of claims 43BV
30137222, 43BV 30137291, 43BV 30137314, and 43BV 30137315 evidently has been
conveyed to Hannah Cremer and Justin Cremer. However, the Stipulation provides it is
binding on successors and assigns. As the Stipulation provides for more junior priority
dates, the limited evidence provisions of W.R.Adj.R. Rule 17(c) apply and nothing
further is required to accept the terms of the Stipulation.

As for the issue remark, the remark gives notice that the claims did not appear in
the temporary preliminary decree (“TPD”) for Basin 43BV, which the Water Court
issued in 1985, because the TPD predated the exempt claim filing deadline. The claims
did not receive any objections other than the Langford’s during the preliminary decree
objection or counterobjection periods. Absent any objection, the remarks on the claims do
not raise any factual or legal issues that need to be addressed. No further proceedings are
required to resolve the remark and the remark will be removed from the abstract of each
claim in this case.

ORDER

Therefore, it is ORDERED that (1) the Stipulation is APPROVED:; (2) claims
43BV 30137222, 43BV 30137291, 43BV 30137314, 43BV 30137315, 43BV 30137317,
and 43BV 30137724 are modified to reflect the more junior priority dates set forth in the



Stipulation with the issue remarks removed; (3) The Langford objections are

DISMISSED as resolved; and (4) this case is CLOSED.

Post-decree abstracts of the claims are included with this Order to confirm the

modifications have been made in the State’s centralized water rights record system. A

copy of this Order is provided to Hannah Cremer and Justin Cremer as successor owners

of claims 43BV 30137222, 43BV 30137291, 43BV 30137314, and 43BV 30137315.

ELECTRONICALLY SIGNED AND DATED BELOW.

Service Via Electronic Mail:

Christopher T. Scoones
Scoones Law PLLC
chris@scooneslaw.com

Colleen Coyle
Coyle Law Firm
colleen@coylelawmt.com

Service via USPS Mail:

Hannah Cremer

Justin Cremer

PO Box 171

Melville, MT 59055-0171

Note: Service List Updated 5-19-25
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May 19, 2025
43BV 30137222

Water Right Number:

Oowners:

Priority Date:
Type of Historical Right:
Purpose (Usg):

Flow Rate:

Volume:

Sour ce Name:

Source Type:

POST DECREE
ABSTRACT OF WATER RIGHT CLAIM

SWEET GRASS CREEK
BASIN 43BV

43BV 30137222 STATEMENT OF CLAIM
Version: 2 -- POST DECREE

Status: ACTIVE
HANNAH CREMER

PO BOX 171
MELVILLE, MT 59055-0171

JUSTIN CREMER
PO BOX 171
MELVILLE, MT 59055-0171

JANUARY 30, 1885
USE
STOCK

Page 1 of 1
Post Decree Abstract

A SPECIFIC FLOW RATE HAS NOT BEEN DECREED BECAUSE THIS USE CONSISTS
OF STOCK DRINKING DIRECTLY FROM THE SOURCE, OR FROM A DITCH SYSTEM.
THE FLOW RATE IS LIMITED TO THE MINIMUM AMOUNT HISTORICALLY NECESSARY

TO SUSTAIN THIS PURPOSE.

THIS RIGHT INCLUDES THE AMOUNT OF WATER CONSUMPTIVELY USED FOR
STOCK WATERING PURPOSES AT THE RATE OF 30 GALLONS PER DAY PER ANIMAL
UNIT. ANIMAL UNITS SHALL BE BASED ON REASONABLE CARRYING CAPACITY AND
HISTORICAL USE OF THE AREA SERVICED BY THIS WATER SOURCE.

SPRING, UNNAMED TRIBUTARY OF SWEET GRASS CREEK

SURFACE WATER

Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:

1D
1
Period of Diversion:

Diversion Means:
Period of Use:
Place of Use:
ID Acres

Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge
NWSESE 14 4N 14E

JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
LIVESTOCK DIRECT FROM SOURCE
JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31

1

Govt L ot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge
NWSESE 14 4N 14E

County
SWEET GRASS

County
SWEET GRASS



May 19, 2025
43BV 30137291

Water Right Number:

Oowners:

Priority Date:
Type of Historical Right:
Purpose (Usg):

Flow Rate:

Volume:

Sour ce Name:

Source Type:

POST DECREE
ABSTRACT OF WATER RIGHT CLAIM

SWEET GRASS CREEK
BASIN 43BV

43BV 30137291 STATEMENT OF CLAIM
Version: 2 -- POST DECREE

Status: ACTIVE
HANNAH CREMER

PO BOX 171
MELVILLE, MT 59055-0171

JUSTIN CREMER
PO BOX 171
MELVILLE, MT 59055-0171

JUNE 30, 1890
USE
STOCK

Page 1 of 1
Post Decree Abstract

A SPECIFIC FLOW RATE HAS NOT BEEN DECREED BECAUSE THIS USE CONSISTS
OF STOCK DRINKING DIRECTLY FROM THE SOURCE, OR FROM A DITCH SYSTEM.
THE FLOW RATE IS LIMITED TO THE MINIMUM AMOUNT HISTORICALLY NECESSARY

TO SUSTAIN THIS PURPOSE.

THIS RIGHT INCLUDES THE AMOUNT OF WATER CONSUMPTIVELY USED FOR
STOCK WATERING PURPOSES AT THE RATE OF 30 GALLONS PER DAY PER ANIMAL
UNIT. ANIMAL UNITS SHALL BE BASED ON REASONABLE CARRYING CAPACITY AND
HISTORICAL USE OF THE AREA SERVICED BY THIS WATER SOURCE.

SPRING, UNNAMED TRIBUTARY OF SWEET GRASS CREEK

SURFACE WATER

Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:

1D
1
Period of Diversion:

Diversion Means:
Period of Use:
Place of Use:
ID Acres

Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge
NESENW 14 4N 14E

JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
LIVESTOCK DIRECT FROM SOURCE
JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31

1

Govt L ot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge
NESENW 14 4N 14E

County
SWEET GRASS

County
SWEET GRASS



May 19, 2025
43BV 30137314

Water Right Number:

Oowners:

Priority Date:
Type of Historical Right:
Purpose (Usg):

Flow Rate:

Volume:

Sour ce Name:

Source Type:

POST DECREE
ABSTRACT OF WATER RIGHT CLAIM

SWEET GRASS CREEK
BASIN 43BV

43BV 30137314 STATEMENT OF CLAIM
Version: 2 -- POST DECREE

Status: ACTIVE
HANNAH CREMER

PO BOX 171
MELVILLE, MT 59055-0171

JUSTIN CREMER
PO BOX 171
MELVILLE, MT 59055-0171

AUGUST 20, 1896
USE
STOCK

Page 1 of 1
Post Decree Abstract

A SPECIFIC FLOW RATE HAS NOT BEEN DECREED BECAUSE THIS USE CONSISTS
OF STOCK DRINKING DIRECTLY FROM THE SOURCE, OR FROM A DITCH SYSTEM.
THE FLOW RATE IS LIMITED TO THE MINIMUM AMOUNT HISTORICALLY NECESSARY

TO SUSTAIN THIS PURPOSE.

THIS RIGHT INCLUDES THE AMOUNT OF WATER CONSUMPTIVELY USED FOR
STOCK WATERING PURPOSES AT THE RATE OF 30 GALLONS PER DAY PER ANIMAL
UNIT. ANIMAL UNITS SHALL BE BASED ON REASONABLE CARRYING CAPACITY AND
HISTORICAL USE OF THE AREA SERVICED BY THIS WATER SOURCE.

SPRING, UNNAMED TRIBUTARY OF SWEET GRASS CREEK

SURFACE WATER

Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:

1D
1
Period of Diversion:

Diversion Means:
Period of Use:
Place of Use:
ID Acres

Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge
SWNWSW 11 4N 14E

JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
LIVESTOCK DIRECT FROM SOURCE
JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31

1

Govt L ot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge
SWNWSW 11 4N 14E

County
SWEET GRASS

County
SWEET GRASS



May 19, 2025
43BV 30137315

Water Right Number:

Oowners:

Priority Date:
Type of Historical Right:
Purpose (Usg):

Flow Rate:

Volume:

Sour ce Name:

Source Type:

POST DECREE
ABSTRACT OF WATER RIGHT CLAIM

SWEET GRASS CREEK
BASIN 43BV

43BV 30137315 STATEMENT OF CLAIM
Version: 2 -- POST DECREE

Status: ACTIVE
HANNAH CREMER

PO BOX 171
MELVILLE, MT 59055-0171

JUSTIN CREMER
PO BOX 171
MELVILLE, MT 59055-0171

AUGUST 20, 1896
USE
STOCK

Page 1 of 1
Post Decree Abstract

A SPECIFIC FLOW RATE HAS NOT BEEN DECREED BECAUSE THIS USE CONSISTS
OF STOCK DRINKING DIRECTLY FROM THE SOURCE, OR FROM A DITCH SYSTEM.
THE FLOW RATE IS LIMITED TO THE MINIMUM AMOUNT HISTORICALLY NECESSARY

TO SUSTAIN THIS PURPOSE.

THIS RIGHT INCLUDES THE AMOUNT OF WATER CONSUMPTIVELY USED FOR
STOCK WATERING PURPOSES AT THE RATE OF 30 GALLONS PER DAY PER ANIMAL
UNIT. ANIMAL UNITS SHALL BE BASED ON REASONABLE CARRYING CAPACITY AND
HISTORICAL USE OF THE AREA SERVICED BY THIS WATER SOURCE.

SPRING, UNNAMED TRIBUTARY OF SWEET GRASS CREEK

SURFACE WATER

Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:

1D
1
Period of Diversion:

Diversion Means:
Period of Use:
Place of Use:
ID Acres

Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge
SWSWSW 11 4N 14E

JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
LIVESTOCK DIRECT FROM SOURCE
JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31

1

Govt L ot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge
SWSWSW 11 4N 14E

County
SWEET GRASS

County
SWEET GRASS



May 19, 2025
43BV 30137317

Water Right Number:

Oowners:

Priority Date:
Type of Historical Right:
Purpose (Usg):

Flow Rate:

Volume:

Sour ce Name:

Source Type:

Page 1 of 1
Post Decree Abstract

POST DECREE
ABSTRACT OF WATER RIGHT CLAIM

SWEET GRASS CREEK
BASIN 43BV

43BV 30137317 STATEMENT OF CLAIM
Version: 2 -- POST DECREE
Status: ACTIVE

JC CATTLE INC
90 FRANKLIN LANE
MELVILLE, MT 59055-8923

DECEMBER 15, 1894
USE
STOCK

A SPECIFIC FLOW RATE HAS NOT BEEN DECREED BECAUSE THIS USE CONSISTS
OF STOCK DRINKING DIRECTLY FROM THE SOURCE, OR FROM A DITCH SYSTEM.
THE FLOW RATE IS LIMITED TO THE MINIMUM AMOUNT HISTORICALLY NECESSARY
TO SUSTAIN THIS PURPOSE.

THIS RIGHT INCLUDES THE AMOUNT OF WATER CONSUMPTIVELY USED FOR
STOCK WATERING PURPOSES AT THE RATE OF 30 GALLONS PER DAY PER ANIMAL
UNIT. ANIMAL UNITS SHALL BE BASED ON REASONABLE CARRYING CAPACITY AND
HISTORICAL USE OF THE AREA SERVICED BY THIS WATER SOURCE.

SPRING, UNNAMED TRIBUTARY OF SWEET GRASS CREEK
SURFACE WATER

Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:

1D
1
Period of Diversion:

Diversion Means:
Period of Use:
Place of Use:
ID Acres

Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County
SESESW 12 4N 14E SWEET GRASS

JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
LIVESTOCK DIRECT FROM SOURCE
JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31

1

Govt L ot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County
SESESW 12 4N 14E SWEET GRASS



May 19, 2025
43BV 30137724

Water Right Number:

Oowners:

Priority Date:
Type of Historical Right:
Purpose (Usg):

Flow Rate:

Volume:

Sour ce Name:

Source Type:

Page 1 of 1
Post Decree Abstract

POST DECREE
ABSTRACT OF WATER RIGHT CLAIM

SWEET GRASS CREEK
BASIN 43BV

43BV 30137724 STATEMENT OF CLAIM
Version: 2 -- POST DECREE
Status: ACTIVE

JC CATTLE INC
90 FRANKLIN LANE
MELVILLE, MT 59055-8923

AUGUST 20, 1896
USE
STOCK

A SPECIFIC FLOW RATE HAS NOT BEEN DECREED BECAUSE THIS USE CONSISTS
OF STOCK DRINKING DIRECTLY FROM THE SOURCE, OR FROM A DITCH SYSTEM.
THE FLOW RATE IS LIMITED TO THE MINIMUM AMOUNT HISTORICALLY NECESSARY
TO SUSTAIN THIS PURPOSE.

THIS RIGHT INCLUDES THE AMOUNT OF WATER CONSUMPTIVELY USED FOR
STOCK WATERING PURPOSES AT THE RATE OF 30 GALLONS PER DAY PER ANIMAL
UNIT. ANIMAL UNITS SHALL BE BASED ON REASONABLE CARRYING CAPACITY AND
HISTORICAL USE OF THE AREA SERVICED BY THIS WATER SOURCE.

SPRING, UNNAMED TRIBUTARY OF SWEET GRASS CREEK
SURFACE WATER

Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:

1D
1
Period of Diversion:

Diversion Means:
Period of Use:
Place of Use:
ID Acres

Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County
SWNENE 23 4N 14E SWEET GRASS

JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
LIVESTOCK DIRECT FROM SOURCE
JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31

1

Govt L ot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County
SWNENE 23 4N 14E SWEET GRASS



