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IN THE WATER COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 
CLARK FORK DIVISION 

CLARK FORK RIVER BELOW THE FLATHEAD RIVER BASIN (76N) 
PRELIMINARY DECREE 

 
******************************************* 

 
OWNER OF COMPACT CLAIM: United States of America 

(Bureau of Indian Affairs) 
 
OBJECTORS: Margaret S. Juneman; Martin E. Weaver; Gunner 

Junge; Beth Junge 
 

76N-0002-R-2024 
 

 
ORDER DENYING OBJECTIONS TO MASTER’S REPORT 

 

BACKGROUND 

  On September 21, 2023, the Water Court issued the Preliminary Decree for Basin 

76N. Basin 76N is the hydrologic basin that includes the Clark Fork River and its 

tributaries below the Flathead River. Issuance of the Preliminary Decree commenced an 

objection period, with a March 19, 2024 objection deadline. On March 19, 2024, 

Margaret S. Juneman, Martin E. Weaver, Gunner Junge, and Beth Junge (collectively, the 

“Objectors”) filed objections to water right no. 76N 30063808. 

 The water right no. 76N 30063808, the right the Objectors objected to is not part 

of the Basin 76N Preliminary Decree. Instead, the claim number refers to a water right 

that is part of the Tribal Water Right described in the Preliminary Decree for the Compact 

between the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, the United States and the State of 
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Montana. The abstract for the 76N 30063808 portion of the Tribal Water Right was 

included in the appendices to the Preliminary Decree the Court issued on June 9, 2022 as 

part of Case No. WC-0001-C-2021 (the “Compact Decree”). 

  On March 29, 2024, the Senior Water Master assigned to Basin 76N issued an 

order dismissing the Objectors’ objections. On April 18, 2024, Margaret S. Juneman filed 

a “Rebuttal to ‘Order Dismissing Objections’” (“Rebuttal”). The other Objectors did not 

join Juneman’s Rebuttal.1 

DISCUSSION 

 Although not specifically styled as such, the Court considers the Rebuttal filing by 

the Juneman parties as an objection to an order of a water master. The Water Court 

reviews a water master’s findings of fact for clear error and the water master's 

conclusions of law for correctness. Klamert v. Iverson, 2019 MT 110, ¶ 11, 395 Mont. 

420, 425. Based on these standards of review, the water judge “may adopt, modify, or 

reject the [Master’s] report, in whole or in part, or may receive further evidence or 

recommit it with instructions.” Rule 23, W.R.Adj.R. 

  In this case, the Rebuttal is a challenge to the Water Master’s conclusion that the 

Basin 76N Preliminary Decree does not provide a mechanism to object to water right no. 

76N 30063808. Under the Montana Water Use Act, objections only may be filed to a 

particular preliminary decree. Section 85-2-233, MCA; Rule 5(a), W.R.Adj.R. The Basin 

76N Preliminary Decree did not include water right no. 76N 30063808. The only way to 

object to this water right was to file a timely objection to the Compact Decree, which did 

include it as part of the Tribal Water Right at issue in Case No. WC-0001-C-2021. 

  The Court recognizes that in certain instances a water right claim may be included 

in more than one preliminary decree, when for instance a state-based water right is 

subject to a claimed interbasin transfer. That is not the situation here. The Basin 76N 

Preliminary Decree did not include water right no. 76N 30063808, so there is no basis in 

the proceedings for this decree to process an objection to it.  

 
1 Juneman evidently re-filed the same Rebuttal on May 6, 2024.  
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  To the extent Juneman and the other Objectors filed objections to the Compact 

Decree, this Order does not affect those objections and they may continue to pursue them. 

However, as to objections filed against a claim that was not included in the Basin 76N 

Preliminary Decree, the Water Master correctly concluded that the Objection should be 

dismissed from the Basin 76N Preliminary Decree proceedings. 

ORDER 

  Therefore, it is ORDERED  that the Rebuttal to ‘Order Dismissing Objections’ is 

DENIED. 

  A copy of this Order shall be placed in the basin file for Basin 76N. 

 
ELECTRONICALLY SIGNED AND DATED BELOW. 

 

 

 

 

Service via USPS Mail 
 
Margaret S Juneman 
PO Box 1754 
Thompson Falls, MT  59873-1754 
 
Martin E Weaver 
9 Quail Dr 
Thompson Falls, MT  59873-9594 
 
Gunner Junge 
Beth Junge 
PO Box 591 
Thompson Falls, MT  59873 
 
Tom McDonald 
CSKT Tribal Chairman 
PO Box 278 
Pablo, MT 59855-0278 
 

United States of America (Bureau of Indian 
Affairs) 
In Trust for Confederated Salish & Kootenai 
Tribes of Montana 
911 NE 11th Ave 
Portland, OR 97232-4169 
 
United States of America (Bureau of Indian 
Affairs) 
In Trust for Confederated Salish & Kootenai 
Tribes of Montana 
Attn: Shane Hendrickson 
PO Box 40 
Pablo, MT 59855-0040 
 
 
 

 
 

Electronically Signed By:
Hon. Judge Stephen R Brown

Tue, May 07 2024 07:44:13 AM



4 

Service via Electronic mail: 
 
Todd Kim, Assistant Attorney General 
David W. Harder, Senior Attorney for Legal 
Issues 
Bradley S. Bridgewater, Trial Attorney 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Indian Resources Section 
Environment & Natural Resources Div. 
999 18th St., South Terrace, Suite 370 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
david.harder@usdoj.gov 
bradley.s.bridgewater@usdoj.gov 
efile_denver.enrd@usdoj.gov 
 
Yosef Negose, Trial Attorney 
United States Department of Justice 
Indian Resources Section 
Environment and Natural Resources Div. 
P.O. Box 7611 
Ben Franklin Station 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
yosef.negose@usdoj.gov 
 
Rebecca M. Ross, Senior Attorney 
James Cooney, Trial Attorney 
United States Department of Justice 
Indian Resources Section 
Environment and Natural Resources Div. 
150 M Street, NE 
Washington DC 20002 
rebecca.ross@usdoj.gov 
james.cooney@usdoj.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daniel J. Decker 
Melissa Schlichting 
Christina M. Courville 
Zach Zipfel 
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes 
Tribal Legal Department 
PO Box 278 
Pablo, MT 59855 
Melissa.Schlichting@cskt.org 
Christina.Courville@cskt.org 
Daniel.Decker@cskt.org  
zachary.zipfel@cskt.org 
 
Ryan C. Rusche 
Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse, Enderson & 
Perry, LLP 
PO Box 2930 
Columbia Falls, MT 59912 
(202) 682-0240, Ext. 697 
rusche@sonosky.com 
 
Molly M. Kelly 
Jennifer C. Wells 
Montana Department of  
Natural Resources and Conservation 
1539 Eleventh Avenue 
PO Box 201601 
Helena, MT 59601 
(406) 444-5785 
Molly.kelly2@mt.gov 
Jean.saye@mt.gov 
J.wells@mt.gov 
 
Terisa Oomens 
Agency Legal Counsel 
Agency Legal Services Bureau 
P.O. Box 201440 
Helena, MT 59620-1440 
Tel: (406) 444-7375 
Terisa.oomens@mt.gov

 
*Service List Updated 5/7/2024* 
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