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Montana Water Court 

PO Box 1389 

Bozeman, MT  59771-1389 

(406) 586-4364 

1-800-624-3270  

watercourt@mt.gov  

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE WATER COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 

YELLOWSTONE DIVISION 

SHIELDS RIVER BASIN 43A 

PRELIMINARY DECREE 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

CLAIMANTS:  Cache Creek Ranch, LLC; Robert Richard 

Waddell; Sharon L. Waddell 

 

OBJECTOR:  David K. Mabie; Virgil Wesley Isbell; 

Family Trust; Garth A. Isbell; Woosley 

Land and Livestock LLC; Red Dog Ranch 

LLC 

 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPEAR:  Behnam-Gamble 

Trust 

CASE  43A-0323-R-2021 

43A 167035-00 

43A 167036-00 

43A 167042-00 

43A 191814-00 

 

ORDER AMENDING AND ADOPTING MASTER’S REPORT  

AND  

ORDER CORRECTING ABSTRACTS 

 

 Pursuant to Montana Code Annotated, section 85-2-233(5), Case 43A-0323-R-2021 was 

assigned to Water Master Anika M. Stern.   A Master’s Report was issued on October 16, 2023.  

Woosley Land and Livestock, LLC (Woosley) objected to the Master’s Report on October 25, 

2023 and Red Dog Ranch, LLC (Red Dog) Objected on October 26, 2023.  The Objections to 

the Master’s Report identify clerical errors in the Master’s Report and Post Decree Abstracts.   

 Red Dog’s Objection notes a clerical error in the information remark listed in Finding of 

Fact No. 7 and on the Post Decree Abstracts for claims 43B 167035-00, 43B 167036-00, and 

43B 167042-00.  The information remark erroneously includes an extra “4” in the claim number 
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HEADGATE 

ARMDTRONG DITCH 
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Ditch Name: ROBINSON-ARMSTRONG DITCH 
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THE INCIDENTAL USE OF THIS RIGHT FOR STOCK IS UMITED TO WHEN WATER IS DIVERTED FROM THE 
POINT OF DIVERSION AND CONVEYED TO THE PLACE OF USE FOR IRRIGATION USE AND DOES NOT 
PROVIDE AN INDEPENDENT BASIS FOR A CALL ON OTHER WATER RIGHTS. 
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for claim 43B 167042-00.  Any references to claim “43B 1464072-00” should be amended to 

reference claim “43B 167042-00.”  The Post Decree Abstracts for claims 43B 167035-00, 43B 

167036-00, and 43B 167042-00 have been corrected. 

 Both Objections noted priority date errors as to claim 43B 191814-00.  The October 16, 

2023 Master’s Report should be amended, adding an additional sentence to Finding of Fact No. 

16: 

16. On September 27, 2023, R. Richard Waddell filed a Notice of Filing of Settlement 

Agreement and Settlement Agreement executed by R. Richard Waddell, Woosley Land 

and Livestock, and Red Dog Ranch, LLC. (Docs. 58.00 and 59.00). Pursuant to the 

Settlement Agreement, Woosley Land and Livestock and Red Dog Ranch, LLC withdraw 

their Objections to the Motion to Amend Claim 43A 191814-00.  The priority date for 

claim 43A 191814-00 should be changed from July 1, 1898 to December 31, 1970.   

 

And Recommendation No. 3 should be amended, reflecting the same priority date change: 

3. Sharon Waddell should be removed as a co-owner of claim 43A 191814-00. And the 

following additional modification should be made to claim 43A 191814-00: 

   

   
The amendment to Finding of Fact No. 16 and Recommendation No. 3 address the priority date 

omission in the Master’s Report.  The Post Decree Abstract for claim 43A 191814-00 has been 

corrected.  
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 The Court has reviewed the Water Master's Findings and Conclusions.  Pursuant to Rule 

53(e), Montana Rules of Civil Procedure, the Court ADOPTS the Master's Report with the 

above-referenced amendments.  

 Post Decree Abstracts for the claims in this Case are served with this Order to confirm 

that the Recommendations set forth in the Master's Report, as amended by this Order, have been 

adopted for the claims in this Case. 

 

ELECTRONICALLY SIGNED AND DATED BELOW.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electronically Signed By:
Hon. Judge Stephen R Brown
Tue, Oct 31 2023 09:05:37 AM
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Service Method: First Class Mail  

 

Garth Isbell  

647 Flathead Creek Rd. 

Wilsall, MT 59086 

 

Sharon L Waddell  

600 Seitz Rd East 

Wilsall, MT 59086-9527 

 

Virgil Isbell Wesley Family Trust  

P.O. Box 2 

Wilsall, MT 59086 

 

Service Via Electronic Mail: 

 

John Bloomquist 

Betsy R. Story 

Parsons Behle & Latimer 

3355 Colton Drive, Suite A 

Helena, MT 59602 

406-410-5050 

ecf@parsonsbehle.com 

bstory@parsonsbehle.com 

jbloomquist@parsonsbehle.com 

Representing: Cache Creek Ranch, 

LLC.,  

David K Mabie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service Via Electronic Mail: 

 

Dana E.Pepper 

Bina R Peters 

River and Range Law, PLLC 

P.O. Box 477 

Bozeman, MT 59771 

(406) 599-7424 

bina@riverandrangelaw.com 

dana@riverandrangelaw.com 

office@riverandrangelaw.com 

Representing: Robert Richard Waddell 

 

W. John Tietz 

Browning, Kaleczyc, Berry & Hoven PC 

P.O. Box 1697 

Helena, MT  59624-16976 

john@bkbh.com 

kathys@bkbh.com 

Representing: Benham-Gamble Trust 

 

Jeremy A. Michael  

Cusick, Farve, Mattick & Refling PC 

P.O. Box 1288 

Bozeman MT 59771-1288 

office@cmrlawmt.com 

Representing: Woosley Land and 

Livestock, LLC 

 

Benjamin Sudduth 

Sudduth Law PLLC 

P.O. Box 507 

Bozeman, MT 59771-0507 

(406) 272-2390  

Benjamin@Sudduthlaw.com 

Representing: Red Dog Ranch, LLC 
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