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Montana Water Court 
PO Box 1389 
Bozeman, MT  59771-1389 
1-800-624-3270  
(406) 586-4364 
watercourt@mt.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 IN THE WATER COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 
 LOWER MISSOURI DIVISION 
 MISSOURI RIVER BASIN BETWEEN MUSSELSHELL RIVER 
 AND FORT PECK DAM - BASIN (40E) 

PRELIMINARY DECREE 
 
 ******************************* 
 
CLAIMANTS:  American Prairie Foundation; Benny L. Milks 

Trustee 
 
OBJECTOR:  American Prairie Foundation 

CASE 40E-0079-R-2022 
40E 30125051 

 

ORDER ADOPTING MASTER’S REPORT 

 Pursuant to Montana Code Annotated, § 85-2-233(5), the above entitled case was 

assigned to Senior Water Master Eyvind Ostrem.  The Water Master filed a report 

containing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law with the Clerk of Court.  Copies of 

the report were served upon the parties on October 12, 2022.  The time frame for filing 

objections has elapsed.  No objections to the Findings and Conclusions have been filed 

by any party. 

 Pursuant to Rule 53(e), Montana Rules of Civil Procedure, the Court ADOPTS 

the Master’s Report and its Recommendations, and APPROVES the changes to the 

centralized computer record system that are reflected on each abstract served with the 

report. 

 
 
       _________________________ 
       Russ McElyea 
       Chief Water Judge 
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Service via Electronic Mail 
W John Tietz 
Browning, Kaleczyc, Berry & Hoven PC 
PO Box 1697 
Helena, MT  59624 
(406) 443-6820 
john@bkbh.com 
bethany@bkbh.com 
kathys@bkbh.com 
(atty American Prairie) 
 
Service via USPS Mail 
Benny L Milks Trustee 
4185 Mitchell Ave 
Billings, MT 59101-5422 
(Mail undeliverable) 
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