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Montana Water Court 
PO Box 1389 
Bozeman, MT  59771-1389 
(406) 586-4364 
1-800-624-3270  
watercourt@mt.gov  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 IN THE WATER COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 
 UPPER MISSOURI DIVISION 
 RUBY RIVER BASIN (41C) 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

CLAIMANTS:  Jason Roylance; Teddy Sue Roylance; 
Roylance Revocable Trust 

 

CASE 41C-4005-S-2021 
41C 26065-00 
Split Claim: 

41C 30153454 

 

NOTICE OF FILING OF MASTER’S REPORT 

 This Master’s Report was filed with the Montana Water Court on the above stamped 

date. Please review this report carefully.  

 You may file a written objection to this Master’s Report within 10 days of the 

stamped date if you disagree or find errors with the Master’s findings of fact, conclusion 

of law, or recommendations. Rule 23, W.R.Adj.R. If the Master’s Report was mailed to 

you, the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure allow an additional 3 days to be added to the 

10-day objection period. Rule 6(d), M.R.Civ.P. If you file an objection, you must serve a 

copy of the objection to all parties on the service list found at the end of the Master’s 

Report. The original objection and a certificate of mailing to all parties on the service list 

must be filed with the Water Court. 

 If you do not file a timely objection, the Water Court will conclude that you agree 

with the content of this Master’s Report. 

MASTER’S REPORT 

 On May 18, 2021, a DNRC Ownership Divided Interest form (641 form) was filed 

with the Court requesting a split of the captioned claim. Claim 41C 26065-00 was 

consolidated into Water Court Case 41C-4005-S-2021 for purposes of splitting the claim. 
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FINDINGS OF FACT 

 1. Claim 41C 26065-00 is being split to reflect the underlying ownership of 

part of its place of use. Montana’s Water Rights Database currently lists the following 

owners for claim 41C 26065-00: 

 Roylance Revocable Trust 
Teddy Sue Roylance 

 Jason Roylance 
 Kelly Dewey 
 Eric Dewey 
 David Philpott 
 Double Drake Ranch, LLC  
 

2. A memo discussing this split request was filed May 18, 2021 by Mary 

Crable with the Bozeman Regional Office of the DNRC (DNRC Memo). The DNRC 

Memo states that Double Drake Ranch LLC and Eric and Kelly Dewey should be 

removed as owners as their land is not included in the place of use for this right. 

3. This Court held an initial status on August 11, 2021. Following that status 

conference, the Court ordered the listed owners to inform the Court if they claimed any 

ownership interest in the claim. When no party except the Roylances (including the 

Roylance Revocable Trust) indicated that they claimed any interest in the water right, the 

Court issued an order to Show Cause why Eric Dewey, Kelly Dewey, David Philpott, and 

Double Drake Ranch, LLC should not be removed as owners of the claim. Nothing was 

filed by the deadline, and the Court concluded that those owners do not claim an interest 

and should be removed from the claim. 

 4. The Court then asked the remaining Claimants to inform the Court if they 

disagreed with the following interpretation of the 641 split form. Nothing was filed by the 

deadline. Pursuant to the 641 form, the place of use for each claim will be divided as 

follows. Elements that are not addressed below will remain unchanged or be the same as 

the parent claim. 

41C 26065-00 (Parent Claim): 
Owner:  Roylance Revocable Trust 

Teddy Sue Roylance 
   Jason Roylance 
   Kelly Dewey 
   Eric Dewey 
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   David Philpott 
   Double Drake Ranch, LLC  
 
Flow rate:  2.0 CFS  1.625 CFS1 
Maximum Acres:  240.0 135.6 
       

Place of Use 
ID Acres Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County 
1   W2 4 5S 5W Madison 
1   NESW 4 5S 5W Madison 
2   SESW 4 5S 5W Madison 
3   SENW 4 5S 5W Madison 
4   NWNW 4 5S 5W Madison 
5   SWNENW 4 5S 5W Madison 
6   NESENW 4 5S 5W Madison 
        

 
41C 30153454 (child claim to 41C 26065-00): 
Owner:  Jason Roylance 
Flow rate:  .375 CFS 
Maximum Acres:  9.33 
Point of Diversion:  
Place of Use 
ID Acres Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County 
1 9.33  SESENW 4 5S 5W Madison 
        

 

 5. The modifications to the place of use of the parent and child claims from 

the previously decreed place of use represent refinements of the legal land descriptions to 

more accurately describe the places of use as previously claimed.  

PRINCIPLES OF LAW 

 1. The Court may split claims into separate claims upon parties’ request at any 

time prior to the issuance of the final decree. Rule 26, W.R.Adj.R. 

 2. Remarks identifying that a division of a claim occurred may be added to the 

claims. Rule 26, W.R.Adj.R. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
1 The flow rate has been rounded on the abstracts for each of these claims because the water right database only 
accepts two decimal places. 
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 1. Splitting claim 41C 26065-00 as requested by the Claimants does not 

constitute an increase to any claim element. The information provided by the 641 form 

and acquired by the Court is complete and sufficient to accurately split the claim. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, this Master 

recommends that the Court split claim 41C 26065-00 as outlined above. 

 A map of the split places of use and a post-decree abstract of each water right 

claim reflecting the recommended split is attached to this Report.  

  

 

_________________________________ 
Eyvind Ostrem 
Water Master 

 
Service via USPS Mail 
Jason Roylance 
Teddy Sue Roylance 
343 Middle Rd 
Sheridan, MT 59749-9528 
 
Roylance Revocable Trust  
℅ Roylance Ross W & Patricia D Trustees  
51 Elk Hills Rd 
Sheridan, MT 59749-9657 
 

Service via Electronic Mail 
 
Courtesy Copy: 
Mary Crable 
Bozeman Regional Office, DNRC 
2273 Boot Hill Court, Suite 110 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 586-3136 phone 
Mary.Crable@mt.gov 
kstrasheim@mt.gov 
khuyser@mt.gov 

 
 
Notice: Caption & Service Lists Updated 2.11.22 
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WATER COURT

ABSTRACT OF WATER RIGHT CLAIM

  RUBY RIVER

BASIN 41C

 Water Right Number: 41C  26065-00    STATEMENT OF CLAIM

Version: 2 -- POST DECREE

Status:  ACTIVE

  Owners: ROYLANCE REVOCABLE TRUST 
%ROYLANCE ROSS W & PATRICIA D TRUSTEES
51 ELK HILLS RD
SHERIDAN, MT 59749 9657

  Priority Date: JUNE 3, 1876

  Type of Historical Right: DECREED

  Purpose (Use): IRRIGATION

Irrigation Type: FLOOD

  Flow Rate: 1.63 CFS  

  Volume: THE TOTAL VOLUME OF THIS WATER RIGHT SHALL NOT EXCEED THE AMOUNT 
PUT TO HISTORICAL AND BENEFICIAL USE.

Climatic Area: 4 - MODERATELY LOW

  Maximum Acres: 135.60

  Source Name: RUBY RIVER

Source Type: SURFACE WATER

  Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:
ID Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County
1 NESWSE 10 5S 5W MADISON

  Period of Diversion: MAY 1 TO OCTOBER 31

  Diversion Means: HEADGATE

  Period of Use: MAY 1 TO OCTOBER 31

  Place of Use:
ID Acres Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County
1 NESW 4 5S 5W MADISON

2 SESW 4 5S 5W MADISON

3 SENW 4 5S 5W MADISON

4 NWNW 4 5S 5W MADISON

5 SWNENW 4 5S 5W MADISON

6 NESENW 4 5S 5W MADISON

 Remarks:

THE WATER RIGHTS FOLLOWING THIS STATEMENT ARE SUPPLEMENTAL WHICH MEANS THE RIGHTS 
HAVE OVERLAPPING PLACES OF USE. THE RIGHTS CAN BE COMBINED TO IRRIGATE ONLY 
OVERLAPPING PARCELS. EACH RIGHT IS LIMITED TO THE FLOW RATE AND PLACE OF USE OF THAT 
INDIVIDUAL RIGHT. THE SUM TOTAL VOLUME OF THESE WATER RIGHTS SHALL NOT EXCEED THE 
AMOUNT PUT TO HISTORICAL AND BENEFICIAL USE.

February 1, 2022
41C  26065-00

Page 1 of 2 
 Water Court Abstract 



26065-00 26066-00 30153454

SPLIT CLAIM NO. 41C 30153454 WAS AUTHORIZED AND GENERATED BASED ON INFORMATION IN 
THIS CLAIM.

THE WATER RIGHTS LISTED FOLLOWING THIS STATEMENT CLAIM OVERLAPPING PLACES OF USE. TO 
ASSURE THE ORDERLY ADJUDICATION OF WATER RIGHTS, THE WATER COURT WILL SET A HEARING 
TO DETERMINE THESE ISSUES IF NO OBJECTIONS ARE MADE. W026065-00, W026066-00, W196824-00.

February 1, 2022
41C  26065-00

Page 2 of 2 
 Water Court Abstract 



WATER COURT

ABSTRACT OF WATER RIGHT CLAIM

  RUBY RIVER

BASIN 41C

 Water Right Number: 41C  30153454    STATEMENT OF CLAIM

Version: 1 -- ORIGINAL RIGHT

Status:  ACTIVE

  Owners: JASON  ROYLANCE 
343 MIDDLE RD
SHERIDAN, MT 59749 9528

  Priority Date: JUNE 3, 1876

  Type of Historical Right: DECREED

  Purpose (Use): IRRIGATION

Irrigation Type: FLOOD

  Flow Rate: 0.38 CFS  

  Volume: THE TOTAL VOLUME OF THIS WATER RIGHT SHALL NOT EXCEED THE AMOUNT 
PUT TO HISTORICAL AND BENEFICIAL USE.

Climatic Area: 4 - MODERATELY LOW

  Maximum Acres: 9.33

  Source Name: RUBY RIVER

Source Type: SURFACE WATER

  Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:
ID Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County
1 NESWSE 10 5S 5W MADISON

  Period of Diversion: MAY 1 TO OCTOBER 31

  Diversion Means: HEADGATE

  Period of Use: MAY 1 TO OCTOBER 31

  Place of Use:
ID Acres Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County
1 9.33 SESENW 4 5S 5W MADISON

Total: 9.33

 Remarks:

THE WATER RIGHTS FOLLOWING THIS STATEMENT ARE SUPPLEMENTAL WHICH MEANS THE RIGHTS 
HAVE OVERLAPPING PLACES OF USE. THE RIGHTS CAN BE COMBINED TO IRRIGATE ONLY 
OVERLAPPING PARCELS. EACH RIGHT IS LIMITED TO THE FLOW RATE AND PLACE OF USE OF THAT 
INDIVIDUAL RIGHT. THE SUM TOTAL VOLUME OF THESE WATER RIGHTS SHALL NOT EXCEED THE 
AMOUNT PUT TO HISTORICAL AND BENEFICIAL USE.

26065-00 26066-00 30153454

THIS SPLIT CLAIM WAS AUTHORIZED BY THE WATER COURT BASED ON INFORMATION IN CLAIM 
NO. 41C 26065-00.

February 1, 2022
41C  30153454

Page 1 of 1 
 Water Court Abstract 
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