


















 
 
 
 
 

                                 VETERANS  MENTORING 
  

                                VETERANS PROGRAM 
 
 
  
 
 
                                        July 28, 2020 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
My name is Joe Parsetich, and I am writing regarding David Grubich.  I am the Mentor 
Coordinator for the 8th Judicial District Veterans Treatment Court in Great Falls, Montana.  
District Judge Greg Pinski presides.  I have worked very closely with Mr. Grubich in Veterans 
Treatment Court for over six (6) years, as he first volunteered as one of our Mentor’s, while he 
was still in private practice with his law firm.  He did an outstanding job mentoring the veteran 
that I had assigned to him.  He showed a high level of compassion and encouragement, which 
helped his veteran stay motivated and focused throughout the program.  After he accepted his 
appointment to serve on the Bench, he of course had to terminate his role as a mentor because of 
the conflict of interest.   I continued to have the honor of working with him, since he filled in for 
Judge Pinski from time to time, still in Veterans Treatment Court.  He has done an outstanding 
job in that role, still showing compassion, while dispensing fair and just rulings in a highly 
professional manner bringing honor and respect to the Bench. 
 
I would highly recommend that you consider Mr. Grubich for the position of District Court 
Judge, as he would bring honor, fairness, integrity, professionalism and a superior knowledge of 
the law to the Bench.  He would be an asset to our County by imposing fair and just rulings from 
the Bench and would thus be a great addition to the other honorable Justice’s that are currently 
serving. 
 
I first knew Mr. Grubich, and his wife Valerie personally, for over 10 years, and I’m proud and 
honored to call this couple friends of my wife and I.  They are a happily married couple, who 
interact socially within the community of Great Falls.  They have a beautiful son for which they 
provide a very healthy and stable environment.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joe Parsetich 
 
Joe Parsetich, Mentor Coordinator / Mentor 
8th Judicial District Veterans Treatment Court 
(406) 788-2335   
         
 
 

1801 1ST Street So, Great Falls, MT    59405               (406) 788-2335 







Anthony R. Gallagher 
3501 12th Avenue South 

Great Falls, MT 59405 
August 27, 2020 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005  
 
 

Re:   Letter of Recommendation 
Nomination of David J. Grubich 

 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
 It is with great pleasure that I write in support of the nomination of David J. 
Grubich for the District Court Judgeship in the Eighth Judicial District (Cascade 
County) to fill the seat to be vacated by Judge Gregory Pinski. I have known Mr. 
Grubich for over a decade.  What I observed through various contacts during that 
time convinced me that he is a vocal advocate for reason and equity no matter what 
his role – representing the interests of a client or resolving issues between litigants 
as Standing Master.  He is consistently thoroughly prepared, well versed in the law, 
and fully conversant with the factual issues. His diverse life experiences bolster his 
impressive academic credentials. I practice federal indigent criminal defense 
throughout Montana, therefore it is particularly important to me that Dave Grubich 
has consistently demonstrated respect for all people no matter what their station. 
 
 One motivating factor behind my recommendation is Dave’s involvement with 
the Veterans Treatment Court in Cascade County. The dedication by people of his 
caliber and background make innovative programs like this successful. I feel Dave 
Grubich is the ideal candidate not only to perform the varied and demanding tasks of 
judicial office but to build on Judge Pinski’s work so improvements to the criminal 
justice system continue and evolve. 
  
 Please feel free to call me to further discuss his qualifications. 
 
      Respectfully, 
 
 
 
      ANTHONY R. GALLAGHER 
       
ARG/mm 

BY EMAIL ONLY  



8/30/20 
 

James Reavis 
Bar Number 12157 

jamesrichardreavis@yahoo.com 
 

Judicial Nomination Commission, 
 
 I write to you to show my enthusiastic support for David Grubich, who has applied to fill 
the open seat vacated by Judge Gregory Pinski of the Eighth Judicial District. 
 
 I first met David as a classmate in law school. David immediately stood out for his 
unique life experience amongst the student body. David is a veteran and had a career in law 
enforcement before signing up for law school. He was able to bring a valuable perspective to our 
class discussions with his law enforcement background, but he also did not allow that 
background to control his independent thinking. Most importantly, David was a kind person who 
got along with everyone. I never heard him raise his voice or act out to others in anger. He has 
the ideal temperament we need in a judge. 
 
 David’s experience is substantial. He has been involved in both civil and criminal matters 
throughout his long career. His work as the current standing master in Cascade County has been 
great training for the kinds of disputes one can expect to see as a district court judge. He knows 
the community. David will apply the law in a neutral and straightforward manner. David will not 
forget that the parties in a case are real people whose lives will be affected by the judicial 
system. I urge the Commission to forward David’s nomination to the Governor. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

James Reavis 

mailto:jamesrichardreavis@yahoo.com
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Sunday, August 30, 2020 7:57 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Grubich
Attachments: image001.jpg

From: Michael Doggett <mike@doggettlawoffice.net>  
Sent: Saturday, August 29, 2020 1:15 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, <MTSupremeCourt@mt.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comment on 8th Judicial District Judge Nominations 
  
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission, 
  
I am writing to provide my endorsement for both Michele Levine and David Grubich as nominees forwarded by the 
Judicial Nomination Commission to the governor for the district court position in the 8th judicial district.   
  
Michele Levine has distinguished herself as an effective advocate and someone who genuinely cares about the struggles 
of everyday Montanans.  Michele has developed such an expertise in personal injury law that I often ask her questions 
about specific doctors or medical professionals practicing in Great Falls and Helena.  Prior to law school, Michele was a 
legislator and has a diverse background that will serve the court well.  Michele has the temperament required to be a 
district court judge. 
  
David Grubich would make a good judge.  David is a veteran of the air force and a former police officer.  He has the 
practical experience necessary to take over Judge Pinski's veteran's court.  David is competent and also has a great 
temperament that will serve the Court well. 
  
Ultimately, it will be up to the governor to decide who will serve the remainder of Judge Pinski's term, but Michele and 
David should be among the names for the governor to choose from.     
 
 
Michael C. Doggett 
DOGGETT LAW OFFICES, P.L.L.C. 
2120 S. Reserve St., #130 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(406) 442-1160 (Tel) 
(406) 350-7856 (Fax) 
mike@doggettlawoffice.net 
  

The linked 
image cannot 
be d isplayed.  
The file may  
have been 
mov ed, 
renamed, or  
deleted. 
Verify that  
the link 
points to the  
correct file  
and location. 

  
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is 
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately contact the sender and destroy the material in its entirety, 
whether in electronic or hard copy format. Thank you. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 11:47 AM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Grubich

_______________________________________ 
From: Melissa Dascoulias <m_dascoulias@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 8:28 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: dorijohnson 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] David Grubich 
 
To whom it may concern. 
 
I would like to give my support in favor of a nomination for David Grubich. 
 
As a Broker-Owner, supervising broker and local investor, it is important to me to have a person in this position that is 
well rounded and immersed in our local community. He has a background in law enforcement that I think will aid him in 
making effective, educated decisions that are backed by solid experience. 
 
Both my husband and I give him our support towards a nomination. Please let us know if there is anything we can do to 
help. 
 
Thank you 
 
Melissa Dascoulias, Broker Owner - Dascoulias Realty Group The singing real estate agent: "Bringing harmony to all your 
real estate needs." 
406-899-8140 







Judicial Nomination Commission  
c/o Lois Menzies  
Office of Court Administrator  
P.O. Box 203005  
Helena, MT 59620-3005  
 
 
Re: David Grubich 
 
It is an honor to comment on David Grubich’s judicial temperament and qualities that will serve 
the community well should he be appointed to the District Court vacancy in Cascade County.  I 
have had the privilege to serve with David on the Cascade County Law Clinic Board.  He is civic 
minded and understands and cares about the administration of justice in our legal system. I find 
him to be thoughtful and considerate of the opinions of others. He listens carefully and applies 
sound legal judgment to disputes. He has a solid moral core that is necessary for someone 
serving as a judge.  
 

His current appointment as Magistrate for the 8th judicial district has shown him to be a person who is 
able to handle a large caseload efficiently.  His orders are clear, well-reasoned and come out in a timely 
manner. He has a varied legal career that will serve the community well in handling the breath of cases 
to come before the court.  

 

Deborah Kottel 
6470 Heaven’s View Ln. 
Great Falls, Mt. 59404 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 9:09 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Grubich

 

From: Dori Johnson <dorijohnson@mail.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 7, 2020 4:46 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] David Grubich District Court Judge Nomination  
  
September 7, 2020 
  
  
Judicial Nomination Commission 
  
  
Dear Commission Members: 
  
I’m writing this letter in support of David Grubich for District Court Judge for the Montana Eighth  Judicial 
District.  
  
I met David and Valerie Grubich through my husband Steve Johnson, an attorney,  at various legal functions 
and ever since we have been happy to count them as friends. David is a loving husband to Valerie and an 
amazing father to Evan, their little son, who adores him. As a friend we always can count on his help and 
support. It’s always a pleasure to spend time with the Grubich family. 
  
I have had the opportunity and privilege of being their real agent for the past 8 years. We have had a lots of 
transactions and during this time I’ve experienced David as a good and fair negotiator. His patience, knowledge 
and humor always managed to bring us to the closing table.   
  
I have always been impressed by David’s  professional background, experience, and knowledge.  
He is hardworking and because of his wide field of experience and knowledge, he always has a good idea and a 
solution to every problem. He is just what we need for our community:  
a judge with professionalism, ethics, respect and integrity.  
  
I gladly support David Grubich. 
  
Sincerely 
  
  
Dori Johnson  
REALTOR®, GRI, MRP, e-Pro, PSA 
Dascoulias Realty Group 
Great Falls, MT  
Cell: 406-781-5459 
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Email: dorijohnson@mail.com 
RRE-RBS-LIC-17544 

 
  
  
  



           
        September 8, 2020 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 

Members of the Commission,  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on behalf of David J. 
Grubich, applicant for the position of district court judge for the Eighth Judicial 
District (Cascade Country) to fill the seat to be vacated by Judge Gregory 
Pinski. 

My name is Beth McFadden, and I’ve been a resident of Great Falls, Montana 
since 1994.  I managed Contact Centers throughout the U.S. for a corporation 
based in Sterling, Virginia (N.E.W. Customer Service Companies, Inc.) from 
2001-2014.  We employed approximately 13,000 technical support and 
customer service representatives, with more than 600 of those located in Great 
Falls, Montana.  From time to time, we’d have an employment law situation to 
deal with, and in Great Falls, we retained the law firm of Ugrin Alexander 
Zadick, P.C.  David Grubich was assigned some of our cases in the 2010-2014 
timeframe. 

I found David to be exceptionally professional, well-informed, ethical, objective, 
and insightful when dealing with the situations for which we required his 
professional assistance.  He was an extraordinary listener, had an amazing 
ability to retain pertinent facts, asked questions that most of us didn’t think to 
ask, and was always willing to do whatever work necessary to resolve an issue. 

I dealt with attorneys in many of our business locations, including Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, Kansas, Oregon, Florida and South Dakota, and felt David 
provided some of the highest quality counsel of all with whom we dealt.  His 
thoroughness, sense of fairness, and responsiveness were second to none. 

For the past three years, I’ve been a member of, and now Chair of the Eagle 
Mount Great Falls Board of Directors.  Eagle Mount is a non-profit organization, 
providing therapeutic and recreational activities for disabled adults, children, 
and veterans.  David also joined this board of directors three years ago, having 
provided pro bono legal advice to the organization prior to joining the Board. 

 



David has been an invaluable member of the Board, and has become a “go to” 
person for the Executive Director and myself when difficult issues arise.  David 
is known as a voice of reason, who gathers all of the facts, listens intently, and 
provides helpful, positive input whenever and wherever he can.  He has been a 
very engaged board member, contributing expertise, energy and resources to 
further the mission of Eagle Mount.  He finds time to participate in events, 
involves his family in the organization, and inspires other board members to do 
the same.  We continue to be grateful for the time he has carved out of his busy 
professional and personal life to contribute to the success of Eagle Mount Great 
Falls. 

In my estimation, David would be an excellent choice to fill the critically 
important position of district court judge for the Eighth Judicial District.  My point 
of view is based on the David’s qualities which I’ve observed in my interactions 
with him over the years.  These include: 

• Professionalism and objectivity exhibited at all times  
• Adherence to highest ethical standards 
• Excellent listener, gathering all facts before making recommendation 
• Well-informed on subject matter, displaying thoroughness in gathering     

information 
• Insightful and fair when bringing law into practical application 
• Extraordinary ability to retain pertinent information and details 
• Strong work ethic 
• Commitment to service throughout our community 
• Responsiveness and timeliness, whether for business or community 

service 
  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,  

Beth McFadden 
311 McIver Road 
Great Falls, Montana  59404 
  
406-788-1014 
 



        September 8, 2020 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 

Members of the Commission,   

This letter is in response to your request for public comment on the 
applicants for the position of district court judge for the Eighth Judicial 
District (Cascade County) to fill the seat to be vacated by Judge Gregory 
Pinski.  I am advocating for David J Grubich to fill this seat. 

My name is Gaines McFadden, and I’ve been a resident of Great Falls, 
Montana since 1994.  I was the Vice President of Deneuve Construction 
Services, based out of Boulder, Colorado.  I retired in 2007, and have 
been a community volunteer in Great Falls, Montana since the late1990’s. 

My experience with David has been through the Board of Directors of 
Eagle Mount Great Falls.  Eagle Mount Great Falls provides recreational 
and therapeutic activities for disabled children, adults, and veterans. I was 
a member of, and Chair of the board during the time period of 2008-
2019.  David provided pro bono legal services for Eagle Mount for a 
number of years, and in 2017, joined the board of directors.  During the 
two years we served together on the Board, David provided invaluable 
legal and professional advice as we rewrote an employee handbook, and 
bylaws for the function of the board of directors.  Both of these projects 
required significant time and energy to ensure all information and nuances 
of the organization were taken into consideration.  David’s experience in 
the legal field, his commitment to service to the community, and interest in 
furthering the mission of Eagle Mount were extraordinary, and our final 
product would not have been of the quality it was without David. 

During David’s tenure on the Eagle Mount Board, we developed a new 
program to provide services to Montana veterans experiencing the effects 
of PTSD.  David’s understanding of military service, as well as his 
experience in the courts, and his empathy for veterans, helped guide this 
project to fruition.  During this time, David was a member of the Eagle 
Mount Board Personnel Committee, where he was instrumental in 
establishing fair and equitable guidelines for new processes and policies, 
relevant to employees and program participants. 

  



As Board Chair, I relied on David’s insight and advice to deal with 
employee and participant questions and issues, and was extremely 
grateful to have his level-headedness and intellect to draw upon.  He was 
always willing to help, regardless of how busy his schedule might have 
been.  

My description of David’s qualifications for the position of district court 
judge for the Eighth Judicial District would include his dedication to service 
in our community, his ability to sort through information and distill it to the 
most pertinent factors, his written and verbal communication skills, his 
positive approach to problems, and his knowledge and experience in our 
legal system.  I would be so proud to have him as our next judge to 
replace Judge Pinski. 

Thank you. 

Gaines McFadden 
311 McIver Road 
Great Falls, Montana 59404 
406-788-8001 
 











Eric J. Bailey 

1041 Suburban Drive 

Great Falls, MT. 59404 

 
Judicial Nomination Committee 

C/o Lois Menzies, Court Administrator 

P.O. Box 203005, Helena, MT. 59620-3005 

 

Re: Letter of recommendation for nomination of David J. Grubich for Judge, 8th Judicial District Court. 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

 

I am Eric J. Bailey, Senior Deputy in charge of security for the 8th Judicial District Court in Great 
Falls. Since Standing Master Grubich was appointed, I have had the opportunity to observe his court on 
numerous occasions. I have listened to the cases and have always found Standing Master Grubich, 
attentive, focused and genuinely concerned for the parties appearing in his court. He has always been 
fair and balanced in his decisions and treats the parties with the upmost respect and courtesy. 

I believe his background serves him well, he started in law enforcement as a police officer for 
the Harvard Police Department in Illinois. Mr. Grubich then pursued his Juris Doctorate and began 
practicing law. He was an integral part of a local law firm here in Great Falls where he served his clients 
and the community well with his studious pursuit of the law and his professionalism. Mr. Grubich has 
also served as President of the local Bar Association and continues to serve his community in his current 
position.  

On a personal note, I am grateful of David’s constant pusuit of justice and his willingness to go 
above and beyond even to the point of putting himself in harm’s way. On one occasion, he had 
concluded court when he assisted two deputies subdue a fleeing defendant. This demonstrated to me 
his courage and his willingness to help in any situation. These are just a few of the reasons I believe this 
community would be well served if Standing Master Grubich would be appointed to the position Judge 
Pinski is vacating.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Eric J. Bailey 





September 10, 2020 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

Re: Letter of Recommendation for David Grubich 

To the Judicial Nomination Commission : 

It is my pleasure and honor to recommend David Grubich for a position as District Court 
Judge. He is personally known to me since 2012 as I have had the opportunity to work 
as his legal assistant for 6 years. Dave is an honest, dedicated, fair and intelligent 
attorney who always goes out of his way to assist anyone. He researches cases 
thoroughly and has a positive attitude when faced with adversity. He has always showed 
kindness to the staff creating a teamwork environment. 

Dave has a remarkable work ethic and yet makes time to be involved in many aspects of 
the community he lives in. I have no doubt that Dave will have a positive impact in the 
judicial system. His compassion for others is evident in many of his life experiences. This 
is exactly the kind of judge that Cascade County needs. 

I am confident that he would do an outstanding job serving Cascade County as a District 
Court Judge. If you have any questions regarding this recommendation, please feel free 
to contact me at your convenience via the contact information below. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Legal Assistan 
Ugrin Alexander Zadick, P.C. 
406-771-0007 
mas@uazh.com 



 
   
 
 
     Patrick Flaherty 
      Daniel Flaherty 

                    Paul Gallardo 
                  1026 First Ave. South 

                    P.O. Box 1968 

                   Great Falls, MT 59403 
     Phone: (406) 727-8494 

         Fax: (406) 727-8537 
 

                                                                                          

pat@greatfallsfirm.com            daniel@greatfallsfirm.com             paul@greatfallsfirm.com 

greatfallsfirm.com 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, MT 59620-3005 

 

September 10, 2020 

Re: Eighth Judicial District Court Judge Nomination 

 

Dear Nomination Commission: 

 

 I am writing to give my personal recommendation for David Grubich. I base this 

recommendation first and foremost on David's character. He excelled in law school by 

serving others. He excelled in private practice by helping others. He has excelled as a 

Standing Master through his service to the community regarding the heavy work of family 

law. Service to the community is an essential core of being a judge. David has shown this. 

Even before law school, he served his country and community. 

 

The Standing Master in Great Falls has a heavy emphasis in Family Law. However, 

Family Law usually transects many other areas - finances, civil claims, criminal behavior, 

and Youth In Need of Care. My recommendation is also based upon the numerous times 

I have been in front of Standing Master Grubich. I have yet to have a client criticize his 

demeanor, tone, or attention to detail - even if they disagreed with the ruling. I myself 

have appreciated the time he gives each case and also the efficiency with which he runs 

his Court. Emotions are often elevated during these hearings and his approach to serving 

the community is shown in how he treats these people in their time of crisis.  

 

Standing Master Grubich knows the law, understands his role, and importantly 

works to improve the judicial process with his continued service. Great Falls and the 8th 

Judicial District would benefit greatly from his nomination. 

Sincerely, 

 

      

       Daniel J. Flaherty 

       Attorney at Law 

-  

http://box5662.temp.domains/~greatgc5/
mailto:pat@greatfallsfirm.com
mailto:daniel@greatfallsfirm.com
mailto:paul@greatfallsfirm.com




September 15, 2020
Sent via email: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Nomination of David Grubich for Eighth Judicial District Court Vacancy

Dear Commission Members:

I am writing to endorse the selection of David Grubich to fill the District Court vacancy created by
Judge Pinski’s retirement.  I have known David for many years, primarily in the context of his
excellent work with the Cascade County Law Clinic.  David has an exceptional temperament and
is always well prepared.  Among members of the legal community, he stands out as a highly
competent and experienced legal professional.  His work as the District Standing Master has
been exemplary.

David is a professional and demonstrates the integrity required of a District Court judge.  I highly
recommend him for the Cascade County judicial vacancy.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

Ben A. Snipes

BAS:mcw







Judicial Nomination Commission  

c/o Lois Menzies  
Office of Court Administrator  
P.O. Box 203005 Helena, MT   
59620-3005  
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
September 14, 2020 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I write this letter in support of Standing Master David Grubich’s candidacy for District Court 
Judge in the Eighth Judicial District. I have practiced criminal defense as an Assistant Public 
Defender for four years in six different Montana counties and I currently represent felony 
Defendants in all four departments of the Eighth Judicial District.  
 
Standing Master Grubich has been an enthusiastic supporter of the collective passion for public 
service in the law which shows us he has the right intentions for the job. Though Standing 
Master Grubich’s prior lengthy career as law enforcement may give me some pause as a defense 
attorney, my decision to support Standing Master Grubich boils down to three qualities I value 
most in a judge: judicial temperament, impartiality, and scholarship of the law.  
 
First and foremost, I believe Standing Master Grubich possesses a level-headed temperament 
that no other candidate rivals. I have appeared before Standing Master Grubich at initial 
appearances and have come to know him as thoughtful, calm, and an astute balancer of statutory 
factors to strike the right balance on bail. I have never seen Standing Master Grubich lose his 
temper and he has always treated every person appearing in his Court with respect.  
 
I believe Standing Master Grubich possesses a strong ethical compass and commitment to 
impartiality. Standing Master Grubich employs analytical reasoning of Montana law and matters 
of fundamental fairness. Standing Master Grubich will provide the Court with the essential 
rationale and skillset to be a fair and impartial judge. Though my experience with family law 
matters before Standing Master Grubich are extremely limited, I know him to be a considerate 
and concerned referee in a field where emotions often run high. I believe his experience 
adjudicating family law matters leave him well-equipped to manage and decide equally sensitive 
matters involving abuse and neglect cases – of which Cascade County has no shortage. 
 
Finally, I believe Standing Master Grubich possesses the hunger for knowledge and scholarship 
necessary to tackle challenging cases. Grubich is studious and will not “shoot from the hip,” so 
to speak, when it comes to issuing a legal ruling on its merits. I have faith that Grubich will 
research the issue, study the law, and apply the law justly. I believe his desire to serve the public 
uniquely position Standing Master Grubich to provide the necessary leadership and composure 
befitting of a District Court Judge. 



My personal philosophy of what makes a great attorney and/or judge involves the following 
characteristics: knowledge, skill, and integrity. Standing Master Grubich’s professional 
reputation supports the contention that he exhibits all these characteristics and more in the 
courtroom and beyond. Therefore, I submit my humble recommendation for Standing Master 
David Grubich to fill the vacant bench of Montana’s Eighth Judicial District. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Claire Lettow 
Attorney at Law 
 









 

Eagle Mount Great Falls is a non-profit organization.  We provide therapeutic and recreational 
activities for children, adults and veterans with physical, developmental, mental and/or 
behavior challenges, striving to improve the quality of life for them and their families. 

Eagle Mount Great Falls 

P.O. Box 2866 

Great Falls, MT 59403 

(406) 454-1449 * Fax: (406) 454-1780 

eaglemountgf@gmail.com 

www.eaglemount.net 

 

 

 
September 10, 2020 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, MT 59620-3005 

RE:  Candidate David Grubich for District Court Judge of Eighth Judicial Court, Cascade County. 

Dear Commission Members, 

I met David Grubich in 2015 through our board of directors.  He assisted us with setting up our Veteran’s Program and 

other organizational policies and procedures. In 2017 he came on to our board and has been an active and crucial 

member of our team ever since.  I have worked for Eagle Mount Great Falls for 26 years and have met and worked with 

many different community members.  David stands out among those community members and working with him for the 

last five years has been an honor.  He has incredible interpersonal skills that draws out the best in people and his 

dedication and passion to better this community is genuine and admirable. 

I highly recommend David Grubich for consideration of District Court Judge of the Eighth Judicial Court in Cascade 

County.  His devotion, ethics, knowledge, background, and all-around character are just what this judicial system needs 

and makes him the best candidate for the position. 

Sincerely, 

 

Heather Martin 

Coordinator of Operations 

Eagle Mount Great Falls 
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September 14, 2020 

VIA EMAIL ONLY – mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 

Re: David J. Grubich, Esq. 
Candidate for appointment to Montana Eighth Judicial District Court 

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 

Please accept this correspondence as a recommendation for the Appointment of 
David J. Grubich to the Montana Eighth Judicial District bench.  I have known Dave for 
several years and believe he would be a great choice to fill this position. 

I have practiced law in Montana since 1981, first in Helena, and then, starting in 
1987, in Great Falls.  My practice has included administrative law, criminal law, civil 
litigation and workers’ compensation. 

Dave and I became acquainted when we served as officers of the Cascade County 
Bar Association.  We also served together as officers for the Board of Directors of the 
Cascade County Law Clinic, which is an entity providing pro bono legal services to our 
citizens who cannot otherwise afford legal representation.  During our tenure on that 
Board, the Clinic developed a strategic plan, to include the pursuit of additional funding 
sources and expansion of services, which have helped to ensure the continued operation 
of the Clinic.  Dave was instrumental in making that happen.  He is a good leader, who 
is considerate of the opinions of others.  He is kind, patient and resourceful.  In addition 
to serving on the Board, he provided many, many hours of excellent pro bono service to 
clients through the Clinic. 



Judicial Nomination Commission 
Re: David J. Grubich, Esq. – Candidate for appointment to Montana 8th Judicial District Court 
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Dave was appointed Standing Master of our judicial district about two years ago.  
While I have not personally appeared before him, I know he enjoys an excellent 
reputation in that capacity.  I would expect nothing less of him. 

 
I have no reservations in recommending Dave for this position.  He would bring 

enthusiasm, energy and integrity to the bench in Cascade County. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      J. Kim Schulke 
      kschulke@fairclaimlaw.com 
      (406) 454-5804 
 

JKS/mp 
cc: David Grubich 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator  
301 South Park 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
 
RE: Standing Master David J. Grubich Nomination for District Court Judge – 8th 
Judicial District Court, Cascade County, Montana 
 
 
Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission, 
 

My name is Fernando J. Terrones, Esq., and I am writing to you in support of 
Standing Master David J. Grubich. I have practiced law before Judge Grubich for a while 
now, and I have noticed that he exhibits proper judicial temperament. By that I mean he is 
patient, courteous, tactful, compassionate, and open-minded. Most importantly, Judge 
Grubich has displayed a high degree of positive commitment to military veterans. He was a 
great mentor in the Veterans Court 8th Judicial District Court, Cascade County, Montana. 
And has since continued to support Veterans Court by standing in place for presiding 
District Court Judge Gregory G. Pinski when need be. When Judge Grubich presides in 
place of Judge Pinski, he is encouraging, fair, and just with each military veteran 
participant. In short, Judge Grubich wants every military veteran participant to succeed 
and works on giving each military veteran participant that special nudge to graduate.   

Most importantly, it has been clearly evident from my time practicing law before 
Judge Grubich that he has extensive knowledge and experience in criminal and civil 
matters. The 8th Judicial District Court is a busy court, so it is axiomatic that Judge 
Grubich is ready to handle the heavy caseload since he is already in the mix of the 
courthouse’s workload as the Standing Master for the 8th Judicial District Court.    

The issues involved with most district court cases in Montana are difficult, 
emotional, and require extensive experience to resolve. Judge Grubich has the right mix of 
empathy, attitude, knowledge, and experience to handle any case before him at the 8th 
Judicial District Court. 

Therefore, my prayer for relief is for you to forward Judge Grubich’s name to 
Montana Governor Steve Bullock. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Fernando J. Terrones 
Bar No: 33845504 
Conrad, Montana 
Date: September 14, 2020 



September 14th, 2020 

Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, MT  59620-3005 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation in support of David L. Grubich’s application for Judgeship in the 

Eighth Judicial District in Cascade County. I am currently a Coordinator with Native participants in both the Veteran’s 

Treatment Court and the Adult Drug Treatment Courts here in Great Falls, and have personally worked with, and 

witnessed Mr. Grubich’s style when he was called upon to fill in for Judge Pinski. I believe he would make a fine 

Judge and a very adequate addition to those already serving the Eighth Judicial District. 

 

I have spoken with David on a few occasions and believe that both his knowledge of law, and delicate approach to 

justice would make him an ideal candidate for this position. 

 

Please give him the utmost consideration. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

  











From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Grubich
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 6:31:08 PM

From: civilfaye@yahoo.com <civilfaye@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:49 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Cc: Menzies, Lois
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter of support-David Grubich
 
Hello,

I’m writing on behalf of David Grubich to strongly recommend that the Judicial Nomination
Committee appoint him as District Court Judge for the Eighth Judicial District in Cascade
County.

I had the pleasure of working with Dave when he was hired in 2018 as the Standing Master, up
until my retirement as Cascade County Clerk of Court in January of 2019. My career in the
Clerk of Court Office spanned 18 years, so I also knew Dave when he was a practicing attorney.

Dave hit the ground running when he was hired as a Standing Master and was not deterred by
the huge caseload. The position had previously been vacant and our office had been
inundated with calls concerning domestic relation cases. It didn’t take Dave long before he
had the caseload up to date. Dave was always available when needed and I especially
appreciated his experience and expertise whenever I reached out to him.

I can’t express enough what a pleasure it was to work with Dave. It's people like him that I
miss since my retirement. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or if I can
provide additional information regarding Dave’s ability to successfully serve Cascade County as
District Court Judge. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Regards,

Faye McWilliams

406-781-5645

civilfaye@yahoo.com

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov
mailto:civilfaye@yahoo.com


Master Sgt. USAF Retired
James G. Schreiber

729 48th St. S
Great Falls, Montana 59405 

09/05/2020

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005 Helena, MT 59620-3005 

Re: 8th Judicial District Judge Nomination

Judicial Nomination Commission, 

It is my distinct pleasure to support David Grubich for the opening District 
Court Judgeship, Eighth Judicial District, Cascade County.
 

Over the years I have had the opportunity to interact with David in many 
situations.  As member and president of The Forte Nightly dance club. Dancing,
yes ballroom, in private and public environments including live on stage at the 
Great Falls Dancing with the Stars. Pistol shooting at the Great Falls Sports 
Shooting Complex. And in his family environment with wife and son. He 
handled every situation with innate professionalism, equality, dignity, safety 
and care. No task was ever to large or, more importantly, to small.

In my opinion David is well suited for the task of judgeship. He would 
enhance this seat with his personal qualities now and in the future.

Sincerely, 
  

James G. Schreiber
James G. Schreiber



Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
Mtsupremecoourt@mt.gov                                                                            September 15, 2020

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission,

I would like to submit this letter of my support for David Grubich for the position of district court judge for
the Eight Judicial District (Cascade County) being vacated by Judge Gregory Pinski.

I first met David Grubich after becoming a Volunteer for Veterans Treatment Court, 8th Judicial District. 
Dave was coined  and sworn in as a mentor for the participants. In my volunteer for Veterans Treatment 
Court, under Judge Greg Pinski, I was honored to take photos and write some stories of support with some 
of the participates, and post upon their successful completion of the program.

I have worked with Veterans Outreach over 25 years in our Great Falls area and was married to a Vietnam 
Veteran. I was the secretary of our first CIT Advisory Board in Great Falls; Secretary MHA, for almost nine
years, Great Falls; Secretary for the State Mental Health Executive Board for three years; 12 years with the 
Vets4Vets 5 years as their secretary and working year round with our veterans on the streets of Great Falls 
and Cascade County. I also was a past volunteer, DAV, at the Great Falls Vet Center when it opened 
working on the front desk. 

It takes special hearts on a team working with persons overcoming the invisible wounds of war.  It is 
something you feel in your heart and it is more a calling  than it is a job or position. Not everyone could do 
this type of work. Their stories can haunt you, their needs are deeply rooted in their stories and traumas. 
They need time, they need patience and they need to know that someone truly cares about what happened 
to them, while, at the same time holding them fully responsible for their actions and involvement in the 
program through successful completion. They need to know that they can trust the person/s working with 
them. Trust is a big issue.

Judge Greg Pinski has set the bar pretty high for anyone taking on this position. I was able to witness the 
respect between Judge Pinski and David Grubich and the other members of the Veterans Treatment Court 
Team and Administrator. The therapists, Parole and Probation staff, clergy, mentors, volunteers, plus, City, 
State and Federal Agencies all working together doing their best to enable these Veterans to return home 
healed and on a healthy personal road. It is a gentle but firm balance and David Grubich was a part of this 
very important team.

I have seen this highly professional team work with all their hearts for the common goals, Veterans and 
their families back together, some going back home for the first times in years. 

I cannot imagine any other person taking on this position other than David Grubich.  He’s been there with 
the team, he knows inside out how it works, he is respected and gives respect to everyone, watched it and 
participated in all the team building,  that to me  is so important. He has built the trust and most of all he 
cares. He wants everyone coming into the program to succeed, and I am sure that would be across any 
program he touches bringing families and community together through hope, trust and his commitment to 
this position. It seems the natural flow and the best for the well-being of the program for David Grubich to 
step into this role. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Hampton
Great Falls, Montana











Judicial Nomination Commission 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620 
 

September 16, 2020  

 

Dear Judicial Nomination Commissioners,  

 I am writing to you today with my highest recommendation for our current Standing Master, 
David Grubich, to be appointed as our next 8th Judicial District Judge, for Department A.  I am a Deputy 
Clerk for the District Court, and I have had the pleasure of working with and clerking for the Standing 
Master over the last year. 

 In the time I had been here, I have learned two different positions within the District Court, and 
even though I was in training a lot of the time, Standing Master Grubich was always patient, and kind 
while learning my new roles. He was always very understanding of the demand of the clerk’s job, and 
always willing to answer any questions I have had, and do so with respect, and courtesy. He always has a 
positive energy, and if he did not have an answer, he would work until he could find it and answer my 
questions. He has always been a pleasure to work with, in and out of the Courtroom.   

 The Standing Master has taken on many jobs, and tasks since being appointed, which include 
Initial Appearances, as well as Juvenile Detentions.  He has even stood in on other judge’s Arraignments, 
Youth in Need of Care cases, and has even mediated family law. Not only is he dependable, and always 
happy and willing to help, he cares about this Court house, its cases, and EVERY staff remember he 
comes across from the fellow Judges, down to the maintenance staff. He always has dignity and a 
friendly courteous disposition for all those who encounter him.  

 In the Courtroom I have witnessed Standing Master Grubich’s thoroughness in every case. He 
never hesitates to follow the law, even if does not always weigh in favor of the parties. If concerns do 
arise, however, he converses with the parties, counsel, witnesses, and staff calmly and courteously. He 
is extremely dedicated to his position and has been an amazing asset to this Courthouse. We are lucky 
to have him and someone like him represent our County. I highly recommend Standing Master Grubich, 
in becoming the next Judge for Department A, and I am excited and look forward to seeing him in 
Department A and continuing his legacy as a District Judge in our Courthouse. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

_____________________________________ 
Chelsey Heinle 
Deputy Clerk to the Honorable Judge Best 













L A W R E N C E A . A N D E R S O N
ATTORNEY AT UW. P.C. 300 4th Street North

P.O. Box 2608
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September 16,2020
V I A F E D E X P R E S S A N D E - M A I L ; b m c l a u t Jmt .eov

Jut j ic ial Nominat ion Commission
do Beth McLaughlin
Office of Court Administrator
301 S. Park, Suite 328
Helena, MT 59601

Re: Letter of Recommendation for: Steve Bolstad, Michele Levine, David Grubich

Dear Commission Members:

During the last 45 years practicing law in Great Falls, we have had numerous district court
judges.' Some of these people were well-respected lawyers who had extensive broad-based
experience before ascending the bench, while others did not.

What distinguishes the good district court Judges was not their broad experience in the practice
before ascending the bench. Rather, what distinguishes the good district court judges is how they
used the extraordinary power of their offices.

Prior broad professional experience is not in itself a predictor of how one will perform as a
district court judge. However, prior experience does give one an indication of how prospective
judges will use the power of their offices. But there are other means to determine how one will
use the power of their offices. How one treats the service providers in their daily lives can be a
good indication of how one will use power. And how prospective judges have used whatever
power they have in their jobs often provides a good indication of how they will use judicial
p o w e r .

None of the people in this applicant pool have prior broad professional experience that will
enable one to assess how they will use the power of judicid office in the manner in which it is
supposed to be used. Other than the personal recommendations that accompany their
applications, we have no idea how they will use their judicial power.

' An informal list from memory includes: R.J. Nelson, Paul Hatfield, Truman Bradford, Bill Coder, John
McCarvel, Joel Roth, Marge Johnson, Bob Goff, Tom McKittrick, Ken Neil, Julie Macek, Dirk Sandefur, Greg
Pinski, John Kutzman, Elizabeth Best, John Parker.



I am acquainted with three applicants who have power and who have used it in a measured,
proper way. For this reason, these applicants should have their names passed on to the governor
for his consideration.

1) Steve Bolstad presently serves as a city court judge. The people who appear in his
courtroom have been charged with engaging in publicly irresponsible behavior. These
people are often the weakest and least powerful citizens among us, Yet, Steve treats the
people in his courtroom with respect, humanism, and without cynicism. That is a hard
thing to do in his job.

2) Michcic Levine presently serves on Cascade County's zoning board. Regulatoiy
boards, generally, arc apt to be controlled by the interest that the board seeks to regulate.
In the case of zoning boards, the real estate and development industries regularly appear
before zoning boards; and as a result, zoning boards typically end up promoting the
interests of the real estate and development industries. It is hard for regulators not to align
their interests with the interests they are regulating, because the regulated interest
constantly appears before the board. Yet, Michele has consistently resisted this pressure
while serving on the Cascade County Zoning Board. This is a hard thing to do in this job.

3) David Grubich presently serves as the district court special master for family law
matters. This job often involves making decisions in contested child custody matters in
which neither side or only one side is represented. Decisions that are wrong in this
context can have lifelong devastating consequences to the children who are the victims in
these broken unions. David recognizes the importance of these decisions. This is a hard
thing to do in this job.

Thank you for consideration of this letter.

Very truly yours,

Lawrence A. Anderson
L A A / t e b







MAXON R. DAVIS
GREGORY J. HATLEY
PAUL R. HAFFEMAN
JOSEPH SULLIVAN
TRAVIS CUSHMAN
               *   *   *
DENNIS J. TIGHE (Retired)

LAW OFFICE OF

DAVIS, HATLEY, HAFFEMAN & TIGHE, P.C.
THE MILWAUKEE STATION, THIRD FLOOR

101 RIVER DRIVE NORTH
P. O. BOX 2103

GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59403-2103
E-MAIL:  paul.haffeman@dhhtlaw.com 

TELEPHONE
(406) 761-5243

FAX
(406) 761-4126

FILE NO.  

September 20, 2020

VIA E-MAIL

Judicial Nomination Commission

c/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator

PO Box 203005

Helena, MT  59620-3005

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov  

Re: Candidate David J. Grubich 

Position of District Court Judge, Eighth Judicial District 

Dear Commission Members:

Please accept this letter of recommendation of the appointment of David Grubich to fill the

vacancy created by the resignation of the Hon. Greg Pinski. 

I have known Dave for a decade, during which time I served with him for several years as a

Board member of the Cascade County Law Clinic, which provides pro bono legal

representation to those of limited means.  From that experience, it became obvious to me

that Dave is very dedicated to public service.  That dedication further reflected itself in his

decision to accept the appointment to the position of Standing Master for Eight Judicial

District Court, instead of continuing to work in more financially lucrative private practice.   

That Standing Master position is a difficult one, but from personal experience representing

litigants appearing before Dave, I have seen that he is not only totally up to that task, but

could handle much more, including serving as a District Court Judge.  He has the experience,

the work ethic, and the affable personality which could well serve the needs of Cascade

County long into the future.  

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration. 

Very truly yours,

            /s/Paul R. Haffeman                                             

Paul R. Haffeman

PRH:

mailto:paul.haffeman@dhhtlaw.com
mailto:MTsupremecourt@mt.gov




Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 

 Re: Candiadate David J. Grubich 

        Position of District Court Judge, Eighth Judicial District 

September 17, 2020 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission,   

 

I write to you today to express my recommendation for the appointment of District Court Judge, Eighth 
Judicial District to David Grubich. I strongly believe that David possesses the qualifications as well as the 
qualities necessary to uphold the U.S. Constitution as District Court Judge in the Eighth Judicial District. 
I know David to bee committed, compassionate, and just in his rulings as Standing Master. I am confident 
that these qualities are what is needed for our Judicial District. 

I met David in 2018, while working for the 8th Judicial District Treatment Courts. As Standing Master, 
David has sat in for the Honorable Judge Gregory Pinski on several occasions. David is committed to 
serving those involved in the Justice System. He was eager to assist and quickly connect with the 
participants and staff involved in the treatment courts. David’s compassion was evident by the patience 
exhibited while serving the participants in the court. He spent time with each participant and took all facts 
presented during staffing to make the conversation effective. David administered sanctions and incentives 
in accordance to Best Practice Standards. He was fair and considerate in his rulings. David quickly and 
easily adapted to the differences in both the adult drug treatment court as well the veteran’s treatment 
court.  

I also had the pleasure of attending the National Treatment Court Conference in Washington DC with 
David. He attended several seminars and was enthusiastic to learn more about Best Practices and 
dedicated to serving those involved in these specialized courts. David’s integrity is marked by the justice 
that is served while on the Bench. 

I am honored to highly recommend David for the appointment of this position. I believe that he will most 
definitely be an asset to our community. Justice will be served and our community will be in great hands. 
Thank you for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to call me if further input is needed. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Kathryn A. Hankes 
(406) 564-5222 



         September 18, 2020 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
Members of the Commission, 
 
I am writing in support of David J. Grubich, who has applied for the position of district court 
judge for the Eighth Judicial District (Cascade County) to fill the seat to be vacated by Judge 
Gregory Pinkski. 
 
My name is Kelly Maki and I am a retired elementary principal with Great Falls Public Schools.  I 
am currently on the Board of Directors with Eagle Mount Great Falls.  Eagle Mount Great Falls is 
a nonprofit organization which provides therapeutic activities for disabled children, adults, and 
veterans.  I met David when he joined the Eagle Mount Great Falls Board of Directors three 
years ago. 
 
While serving on the Board with David, I have been impressed with his dedication to the 
organization and his experience and knowledge with veteran and personnel issues.  David has 
been a tireless supporter of Eagle Mount Great Falls and the program participants.  He brings 
many skills to the table and his commitment to our community is truly evident. 
 
David’s strengths, which I have witnessed through our work with Eagle Mount, are many:   

• He is an excellent listener and has an ability to organize and synthesize information 
quickly. 

• David is very professional and respectful of those with whom he is working. 
• He is approachable, sincere, and easy to talk to. 
• Obviously a hard-worker and very organized, David always lends a hand and supports 

the goals and activities that have been established.   
• David has enthusiasm and energy. He is a positive thinker and influence on the Eagle 

Mount Great Falls Board of Directors. 
 
I feel that David is an excellent choice for district court judge for the Eighth Judicial District. 
Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to share my support of David. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly Maki 
3008 Dawn Court 
Great Falls, MT  59404 
(406) 868-8614 



 
 
 







From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Fw: 8th Judicial District - David Grubich
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 4:07:04 PM

​From: DAN SUE DELLAROSSA <ROSSA4349@msn.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 19, 2020 11:04 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 8th Judicial District - David Grubich
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 

Dear Commission Members:

I am writing to endorse the nomination of David Grubich to fill the position of District Court
Judge for the Eighth Judicial District (Cascade County).  I had the pleasure and honor of
working as a paralegal with Dave in private practice at UGRIN ALEXANDER ZADICK, PC, where
he practiced civil litigation for 8 years.  It came as no surprise that Dave has excelled in his
position as Standing Master.  Dave is intelligent, hardworking, ethical, and compassionate.  He
has a calm demeanor and the judicial temperament required of a Judge.  His positive attitude
is infectious to all that he comes in contact with.         

Dave's commitment and dedication to better his community is admirable in the volunteer
work he has done with Eagle Mount and the Cascade County Pro Bono Clinic.  I have
personally seen the countless hours he dedicated to his pro bono clients providing legal
services with integrity and empathy.  Dave has been able to balance the demands of work,
family and community, always with a smile on his face. 

Dave's diverse background in military service, law enforcement, private practice and as
Standing Master make him exceptionally qualified to serve as District Court Judge of the
Eighth Judicial District. 

I strongly urge you to forward Dave's name to the Governor for consideration.  Thank you.

Sue L. Della Rossa, CLA
Paralegal
UGRIN ALEXANDER ZADICK, PC
2 Railroad Square, Suite B
Great Falls, MT 59401
(406)771-0007

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov
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September 18, 2020 
 

 
 

by e-mail only 
The Montana Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
e-mail: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 

Re:  Letter of support for David Grubich 
 Eighth Judicial District 

 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
 I write to express my support for Dave Grubich and his application to fill the 
judicial vacancy in the Eighth Judicial District.  Dave and I started law school together 13 
years ago.  Over that time, it has become clear that Dave’s professionalism, work ethic, 
and public service set him apart.  Dave’s appointment to the bench would be a great 
benefit to Cascade County and those who appear before him. 
 
 When we were in law school, Dave brought an important perspective to our student 
community, having served in both the United States Air Force and as a patrol officer and 
investigator with the Harvard, Illinois Police Department.  Since then, Dave has only 
continued to diversify his experiences—practicing civil law in a Great Falls law firm in a 
wide array of areas and serving as Standing Master for Cascade County, handling 
numerous family law matters, among others.  This rich background will benefit Cascade 
County in a number of ways.  Dave’s service in the Air Force will immediately allow him to 
connect and relate to an important sector of the Great Falls community—those who serve 
at Malmstrom Air Force Base and with the Montana Air National Guard.  His varied 
experiences also mean he will hit the ground running in both criminal and civil cases, 
which is a rare quality among today’s practitioners, who tend to specialize in one area or 
the other.  
 
 While my firm is located in Missoula, I regularly practice in Cascade County, and I 
know the bench carries a busy docket.  Cascade County could not ask for a better judge to 
help manage that docket.  Dave is extremely organized and very task driven, as he has no 
doubt proven as Standing Master. 
 



September 18, 2020 
Page 2 
 
 

 Dave has and will continue to develop deep roots in the Cascade County 
community.  He has been an integral part of a number of non-profit organizations in the 
community, and he has established himself as a leader.  Having been a small business 
owner himself, Dave is as comfortable with other business owners and leaders in the 
community as he is with the families he has served in his pro bono work.  This shared 
connection with so many cross-sections of the Cascade County community means he not 
only understands the community better than most, it also means he will be re-elected if 
appointed.   
  
 Dave has committed his life to public service and improving the lives of those who 
live in our communities.  That was evident to me and so many others, when we first got to 
know Dave in law school.  With this commitment to the public, Dave brings an admirable 
combination of intellect, integrity, impartiality, and allegiance to the Rule of Law.  In 
short, I am not surprised at all that I am writing this letter—Dave has always possessed the 
qualities of an outstanding judge.  I respectfully recommend the Judicial Nomination 
Commission forward Dave’s application to Governor Bullock.  He will be a tremendous 
asset to Cascade County.   
 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
     Randy Tanner 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   
 
 
     Patrick Flaherty 
       Daniel Flaherty 

                    Paul Gallardo 
                  1026 First Ave. South 
                    P.O. Box 1968 
                   Great Falls, MT 59403 

     Phone: (406) 727-8494 
         Fax: (406) 727-8537 

 

                                                                                          

pat@greatfallsfirm.com            daniel@greatfallsfirm.com             paul@greatfallsfirm.com  

greatfallsfirm.com 
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Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, MT 59620-3005 

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

 

 Re: Letter in Support for David Grubich 

  

Dear Judicial Nomination Committee, 

 

I strongly support David Grubich for District Court Judge for the Eighth Judicial 

District.  I have known Mr. Grubich since his early years in private practice. Throughout 

those years, and into his tenure as a Standing Master, he has kept the same public image – 

intelligent, good-natured, humble, reasonable, fair, and hard-working.  In private practice, 

Mr. Grubich worked for Ugrin, Alexander, Zadick, P.C., one of the most well-respected 

firms. Even while working on complicated matters and maintaining a full case load, he 

was known for helping others less fortunate through pro bono work, and received public 

recognition for his pro bono efforts. And now as a Standing Master, he is known for 

treating those before him with respect, ensuring litigants and attorneys are heard, and 

providing well-reasoned analysis into his decisions.    

 

Like myself, David Grubich served in the United States Air Force. I can attest that 

he still embodies the Air Force core values of Excellence, Integrity, and Service Before 

Self in his everyday life.  I have no doubt he will continue exhibiting these values as our 

newest District Court Judge. 

 

        Sincerely, 

                   
        Paul Gallardo 

about:blank
mailto:pat@greatfallsfirm.com
mailto:daniel@greatfallsfirm.com
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CHRISTOPHER A. HOFFMAN 
HOFFMAN LAW, PLLC 

410 Central Ave., Suite 319 / P.O. Box 1113 / Great Falls, MT 59403 

Ph: 406-315-8555 / Fax: 406-315-8111 

September 21, 2020 

Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of the Court Administrator  

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, MT 59620-3005 

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov  

 

RE: EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT VACANCY   

 

Dear Commission Members: 

 

I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to support and recommend David 

Grubich and Sunday Rossberg to fill the vacant Eight Judicial District Judge seat. 

Cascade County is truly fortunate to have several well-qualified individuals submit 

applications for this position. I respect each applicant to this position and have had 

numerous personal and professional interactions with nearly all the applicants. For 

the reasons stated herein, I have an abundance of confidence that David Grubich and 

Sunday Rossberg would serve Cascade County well.  

 

Standing Master David Grubich:   

I first became familiar with David when he served in leadership with the Cascade 

County Bar Association. David was always energetic and diligent with his 

responsibilities to the Bar Association.  

  

More recently, I’ve known David as the Eighth Judicial District’s Standing Master. 

I’ve often appeared before David in contested custody and divorce cases. David also 

assists the other District Court Judges as a mediator, presides over drug court, youth 

in need of care proceedings, and preliminary criminal proceedings. I’ve observed that 

David possesses an even temper, compassionate understanding towards the litigants, 

and ample knowledge of law and procedure. David’s empathy and understanding 

towards the litigants, who are living through one of his or her worst days, is 

refreshing. David’s compassion and empathy often preemptively defuse litigants post-

hearing troubles.  

 

For these reasons, David is an exceptional choice to serve as Cascade County’s next 

District Court Judge. Compassion and even-temperedness is greatly needed in the 

courtroom and more broadly throughout our community.  

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov


 

Sunday Rossberg: 

I’ve known and litigated against Sunday for approximately five (5) years. Sunday 

zealously advocates and protects her client’s interests. Sunday is well-versed in 

domestic relations issues. Sunday practices law with integrity and diligence, which 

is highly commendable in emotionally charged cases. 

 

In the past couple of years, Sunday is someone I can call and seek advise on abnormal 

legal issues arising in divorce or custody cases. Sunday is generous with her time in 

assisting me with case-related issues. Furthermore, Sunday is willing to volunteer 

her time as an advocate for children in nasty custody cases.  

 

Sunday’s integrity, diligence, and focus upon the interests of children make her a 

well-qualified candidate to fill this District Court Judge seat.  

 

I appreciate your attention and consideration to my opinion. As a final thought, I 

believe Cascade County would be well served by an applicant with a wealth of 

experience in matters concerning children. Cascade County has hundreds of divorce 

and custody cases filed annually; not to mention the approximately 400 yearly of 

youth in need of care cases. Both applicants supported herein would be equipped with 

the knowledge and experience to preside over cases concerning the most vulnerable 

citizens of Cascade County.  

Sincerely,  

 

       /s/ Christopher A. Hoffman  

 

Christopher A. Hoffman 

HOFFMAN LAW, PLLC 

 
 



Robert F. James

332 Fox Drive
Great Falls, MT 5404

September 20, 2020

Judicial Nomination Commission

do Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator Sent by email

P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620
mtsupremecourt@mt.qov

RE: David Grubich

Dear Commissioners,

I retired from the law practice several years ago from the law firm of Ugrin, Alexander,
Zadick, as a partner, where I specialized in civil trial litigation. Dave Grubich and I
worked on many cases together and I observed him interact with clients.

Dave worked hard and had excellent people skills. He is one of the nicest people that I
had the pleasure to work with in my career and I think he would be an excellent judge.

Many judges had a profession prior to attending law school and they had a wide
diversity of life experiences. As lawyers, they handled different types of cases in their
careers, and didn't specialize in one type of case. The same is true for Dave.

In my forty plus years of practice, I found the best judges are fair, kind, patient, and are
good listeners. In addition, they treat lawyers and the public politely, exercise common
sense, have a good sense of humor, and can make a decision in a timely manner. A
good judge is impartial, hard-working, and appreciates the importance that courts have
in our society and how judges can significantly impact peoples' lives. Dave fits all of
these qualifications.

What you see in Dave is what you will get if he is selected the district court judge. He's
no chameleon and he will not change his principles to please others. Dave's
experiences and personal standards will help him become an outstanding judge.

Sincerely yours.

Robert F. Ja











September 21, 2020 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
Helena, MT 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
 
 
Dear Nomination Commission, 
 
I am writing in support of David Grubich’s application for the position of District Court 
Judge of the Eighth Judicial District (Cascade County).  I worked with David from 2010, 
when he joined the law firm of Ugrin Alexander Zadick, P.C., until 2018, when he left to 
take his present position as Special Master.  I was an attorney with the firm from 1999 
until my retirement last month. 
 
The Ugrin firm specializes in civil litigation, and David and I worked on several cases 
together over the years.  I always found him to be responsive, intelligent, thoughtful and 
to have good judgment.  Personally, he is level-headed and conscientious.  He 
possesses very good interpersonal skills which is a trait often lacking on the bench.  I 
think David would be an excellent and impartial judge.  He has the right combination of 
intellect and temperament for the position, and he would make a valuable contribution to 
the administration of justice in Cascade County.  He has a wonderfully varied 
background, and so brings unique life experience and understanding of the world with 
him.   
 
You would do well to advance him as a recommended candidate to the Governor.  I 
hope that you will do so. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cathy J. Lewis 

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov


UGRIN ALEXANDER ZADICK, P .C. 

JORDAN Y. CROSBY 

KEVIN C. MEEK 

ANDREW T. NEWCOMER 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
lmenzies@mt.gov 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
#2 RAILROAD SQUARE, SUITE B 

P.O. Box 1746 
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59403-17 46 

TELEPHONE (406) 771-0007 
FAX(406)452-9360 

E-MAIL uazh@uazh.com, 
Website http://uazh.com 

September 21, 2020 

RE: Eighth Judicial District Judge Position- David J. Grubich 

Dear Commission: 

ROGER T. WITT 
GARY M. ZADICK 

JAMES R. ZADICK 

VIA EMAIL ONLY 

I am writing in support of Standing Master David J. Grubich to succeed the Honorable Greg 
Pinski as Judge for the Eighth Judicial District. I believe Dave is uniquely qualified for this important 
position and request he be given strong consideration. 

I have had the pleasure of knowing Dave for over 10 years, not only as a colleague at Ugrin 
Alexander Zadick, PC; but as a board member on the Cascade County Law Clinic, and as a friend. In 
my experience, any task Dave approaches he does so with nothing less than 1 00% effort. As an 
attorney, Dave was respectful to the parties, opposing counsel, and the court. He was prepared, well 
versed in the facts and law of the case, and approached every matter in a highly professional manner. 
Dave encouraged a team environment and his sense of humor brought much needed levity and 
perspective to us all. 

In addition to Dave's dedication to his legal work, Dave's involvement in his community is 
unprecedent. In our work on the Cascade County Law Clinic board, I quickly learned that Dave is an 
active board member who is always willing to step up to assist. He enjoyed great respect from other 
board members. Dave recognized the extreme importance of pro bono legal representation in Cascade 
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Page 2 

County and in addition to serving on the board, volunteered his time to represent several clients in family 
law matters. This work was recognized by his peers when he received the Judge Robert P. Goff Pro 
Bono Award from the Cascade County Bar Association in February 2017. 

Since Dave became Standing Master, I have witnessed Dave's growth and development. While 
I have not had the pleasure of practicing in front of him, I have spoken with several practitioners who 
have and am not surprised to learn how well he has done in this position. Dave is amiable and 
personable. He has a reputation for timely decisions and a calm demeanor. He is prepared and 
demonstrates a civility that is much needed when dealing with contentious cases. His energy and respect 
for others is just what our judicial system needs. 

Finally, Dave's love for his wife, Valerie, and son, Evan, is unmeasurable. He is truly a family 
man, who always places his family's needs above his own. 

Dave's broad legal practice and recent service as Standing Master make him uniquely qualified 
for the position of District Court Judge. Dave's diverse life experiences, and commitment to the 
community, not only bolsters his ability as a judge, but I also believe they will resonate with the voters of 
Cascade County. The comments submitted already on Dave's behalf demonstrate the wide-ranging 
support he has not just from the legal community, but the community as a whole. 

Dave has a great temperament, is conscientious, and hard-working. Dave will demonstrate 
compassion, while still dispensing fair and just rulings. I believe his empathy, as well as his common 
sense and dedication to the pursuit of justice, makes him well suited for the job. I have no doubt our 
community will be well served to have Dave appointed as District Court Judge. 

In conclusion, I respectfully request that you include Dave among the nominees you recommend 
to Governor Bullock. Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 



  danig@lpwarchitecture.com
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Judicial Nomination Commission September 21, 2020

c/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator

P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Public Comment on 8th Judicial District Judge – David Grubich

To the Judicial Nomination Commission:

I appreciate the opportunity to write this letter of support to the Judicial
Nomination Commission for David Grubich for District Court Judge for the Eighth
Judicial District, Cascade County, Montana to fill the seat to be vacated by Judge
Gregory Pinski.

I know David Grubich not through the practice of law or any appearances, but
through our time together in the Great Falls Chamber Leadership Great Falls. In
the approximately 10 years since I’ve known him Dave has always come across as
professional, courteous, and helpful. It says something to me that of the minimal
amount of time we had to get to know each other through the Leadership Great
Falls course, and of the dozens of participants, he still showed sincere interest in
my career, husband and our young child. Dave still always shows interest in the
things that are most important to me. As Theodore Roosevelt has presumably
said, “People do not care how much you know until they know how much you
care.” This strength applies to Dave.

Although I do not have an anecdote to share of his involvement in the law, I have
observed him to be professional, intelligent, and organized in our civic
engagements together. Our mission during Leadership Great Falls was to unify
and produce an effective positive movement in our community. He acted with
sincerity, respect, focus and wisdom in those efforts and I believe he would
uphold the highest expectations of a District Court Judge.  I hope the Judicial
Nominating Commission will consider placing him on the list for recommendation
to Governor Bullock for appointment.

Sincerely,

Danielle M Grebe

Architect, AIA
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Sent via email to: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
elo Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

CONNER & MARR, PLLP 
Dennis Patrick Conner 

Keith Douglas Marr 

J. R. Conner 

Attorneys at Law 

520 Third Avenue North 

P.O. Box 3028 • Grear Falls, MT 59403-3028 

Telephone: (406) 727-3550 • Fax: (406) 727-1640 

Kiny Agosrinelli, Legal Assisranr 

Clari Davis, Legal Assisranr 

September 21, 2018 

RE: Letter of Support for David J. Grubich 

Dear Ms. Menzies and Commission Members: 

I am privileged to write a letter of support on behalf of Dave Grubich. I urge the Commission to 
recommend Dave for appointment to the Eighth Judicial District Court. 

Dave has a diverse professional background. He served his country in the United States Air Force, 
the citizens of Illinois as a police officer, and the citizens of Cascade County as a private practice 
attomey, community volunteer, and Special Master for the Eighth Judicial District Court. In his 
capacity as Standing Master, Dave works closely with the judges of the Eighth Judicial District on 
family law matters, juvenile proceedings, criminal proceedings, and civil cases. He has also worked 
with Judge Pinski in furtherance of V eterans and Drug Treatment Court matters. 

Dave's background has helped mold the approachable, yet thoughtful, disposition he brings to every 
encounter. He has a calm demeanor and a sharp legal mind. These attributes have eamed Dave the 
respect of his peers. And all of these admirable qualities make Dave well suited to be a trial court 
judge in Cascade County. As such, I highly recommend that you consider him for the position. 

I am happy to speak with you further about Dave's qualifications should you wish to do so. Thank 
you. 

Sincerely, 

Keith D. Marr 



From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Grubich
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 9:01:34 PM

​From: Eric Borggard <puckman@bresnan.net>
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2020 8:19 AM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Application of David Grubich
 
Judicial Nomination Commission
C/O Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P. O. Box 203005
Helena, MT. 59620-3005

Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission:
 
I am writing with respect to David Grubich's application for the position of district court judge for the
Eighth Judicial District (Cascade County).  I am a Financial Advisor in Great Falls and I've lived and
worked in the community since 1992.  My association with David began with his involvement with
Eagle Mount Great Falls, an organization dedicated to the advancement of recreational
opportunities for disabled individuals.  I was on the EMGF board for seven years until this past June.
 
Though David's formal involvement with EMGF began in 2017, he had been called upon to provide
guidance to the organization's board and staff for some time before that.  It was at this early
juncture where David's objectivity and insight became apparent.  It was clear that David's legal
experience would be a tremendous asset to the organization but his compassion and civic-
mindedness were attributes that made him a great fit for board involvement.  He has contributed
greatly to Eagle Mount's culture.
 
In the few years that I've known David, I believe I've had the opportunity to witness how his assets
could benefit the citizens of Cascade County.  There are three specific attributes that I would like to
highlight:
 
I have witnessed a man of integrity.  He is a decent human being.  David always kept the
organization's mission squarely in focus and insisted on transparency and accountability at all times. 
I believe that his experience in the military and law enforcement may have helped to foster such
keen ideals.
 
I have witnessed David's clarity of thought.  His ability to analyze challenging problems and forge
solutions is noteworthy.  EMGF experienced some challenges in recent years and David's composure
during stressful times provided great leadership.  
 
Finally, I witnessed a guy who was willing to roll up his sleeves and get the dirty work done.  He did
not take responsibilities lightly, and whenever help was needed, David did whatever was necessary. 

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
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I've seen board members shy away from the dirty work in the past, but David was the antithesis of
such a person.  His commitment to the EMGF mission was abundant.
 
The most useful way I could summarize my support would be this:  if I were ever involved in a
courtroom adjudication, more than anything else, I would want those charged with execution of the
law to be fair, honest and empathetic.  In my estimation, David exemplifies these traits and
possesses a unique portfolio of personal and professional experience to illustrate that.
 
David has my wholehearted support in his application for district court judge.
 
Sincerely,
Eric Borggard
3404 Fern Drive [x-apple-data-detectors]
Great Falls, MT  59404 [x-apple-data-detectors]
(406) 454-3790

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://x-apple-data-detectors:/*0/1__;Lw!!GaaboA!_5bQi_U47757lbqFZXr1lez5wk3TuKiQuNvWDGyGuHiLp432lCezWsqc3zKSDyJaZfrM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://x-apple-data-detectors:/*0/1__;Lw!!GaaboA!_5bQi_U47757lbqFZXr1lez5wk3TuKiQuNvWDGyGuHiLp432lCezWsqc3zKSDyJaZfrM$
tel:(406)%20454-3790


September 21, 2020 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
E-Mail:  mtsupremcourt@mt.gov 
 
 
Members of the Commission; 
 
I write in support of Dave Grubich, applicant for the position of district court judge for the Eighth Judicial 
District, filling the seat of retiring judge, Greg Pinski. 
 
My name is Terry Potter and I am employed with U.S. Bank as a credit analyst in the Wealth 
Management division.   I have had the pleasure to work with Dave on the board of Eagle Mount Great 
Falls, a non-profit organization which provides therapeutic and recreational activities for disabled adults, 
children and veterans.   We’ve also worked together on a community committee/board for The Russell, 
Exhibition and Sale for several years.  
 
Drawing on the strengths and expertise of community members is invaluable to non-profit 
organizations.  In regard to the Eagle Mount Board of Directors, Dave provided important legal advice as 
the Board tackled organizing employee policies and board of director by-laws.  I found Dave to be an 
attentive listener and one who could gather the information and disseminate it to everyone’s 
understanding.   He has a strong work ethic, balancing the demands of his professional life while still 
balancing family and community service.   For this, I am truly grateful to have someone of Dave’s caliber 
working tirelessly for the betterment of our community. 
 
Working on the community board for The Russell, Exhibition and Sale, each member undertook the 
organization of a portion of the renowned art event.  Despite his demanding work schedule, Dave (along 
with his wife, Valerie), worked tirelessly to help create an art event the community is proud to host.   
 
I strongly support Dave Grubich as district court judge.  In addition to his skills in law and public service, 
he brings a demeanor of patience, level-headedness, fairness and a high moral ethics.   
 
Sincerely,  
 

Terry Potter  
 
Terry Potter  
dt999498@msn.com 
406.453.5368 
 
 



From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Grubich
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:50:21 PM

​From: Allen Lanning <allenplanninglaw@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 12:29 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Judicial Nomination Commission c/o Lois Menzies re David J. Grubich/8th
 
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Application of David J. Grubich

Dear Commission Members:

I have known David J, Grubich for a number of years, primarily, although not exclusively, in  a
professional context. 

He was a talented and professional private attorney. 

Since he became the 8th Judicial District Standing Master, I have appeared in front of him a
number of times, both in contested and uncontested proceedings. He is always prepared, fair,
and impartial. He has a calm judicial demeanor, which promotes control of his courtroom and
litigant confidence in the administration of justice. He is efficient and decisive. In short, I
believe he has demonstrated all of the qualities which are important in a district court judge.
Given that he is already working judicially in the 8th Judicial District, the transition to district
court judge would be natural and uncomplicated.

I believe he is qualified to serve as a district court judge and would be an asset to the 8th
Judicial District if he were appointed to that position, I urge you to pass on his name to
Governor Bullock for final consideration.Thank you.

Allen

-- 
Allen P. Lanning
Law Office of  Allen P. Lanning, P.C.
300 Central Avenue, Suite 500

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov


P.O. Box 544
Great Falls, MT 59403-2049
406 727-9270
406 761-1406 (fax)
 

The document(s) accompanying this fax contain confidential information which is legally privileged.  This
information is intended only for the use of the named recipient.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents
of this telecopied information except its direct delivery to the intended recipient is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this fax in error, please notify us immediately by telephone to arrange for return of the
documents to us.



From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Grubich
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:51:18 PM

​From: Bridget Tighe <btwith5@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:37 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Judicial District Judge Public Comment
 
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005 Helena, MT 59620-3005 

Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission:

I would like to extend my full support for Standing Master David Grubich's application
for the District Court Judge position, Eighth Judicial District, Cascade County. 

As Standing Master he has covered for the Adult Treatment Court and Veteran's
Treatment Court on numerous occasions. Judge Grubich has taken it upon himself to
undergo extensive training on the judicial role in these specialized courts. As a
military veteran, Judge Grubich is able to connect with the veterans in a way that not
only holds them accountable, but is also meaningful and impactful. He put forth extra
effort, to not just cover these courts, but to understand their unique nuances, and fill
the judicial position effectively. He has demonstrated an understanding of addiction,
criminality, treatment, trauma, and the positive role the courts can play.

Judge Grubich is a man of strong character- a man of integrity, who brings a sense of
teamwork and respect to the workplace. He makes those who work with him feel
valued. He is a fair man, willing to listen, learn, and make tough decisions. I
recommend him for the District Court Judge position.

Thank you for your consideration,

Bridget M. Tighe 

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
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From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Grubich
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:52:56 PM

​From: coppertwt@yahoo.com <coppertwt@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:43 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fw: Judicial Nomination of David Grubich
 
Nomination Committee,

I am writing this letter in full support for 8th Judicial District Court Nominee, David Grubich.  I had the
pleasure of serving in the United States Air Force with David Grubich, and was appointed as his first line
Supervisor.  As David Grubich's Supervisor I noted that he carried out all that was expected of him, and
he was always willing to lend an extra hand in any given circumstance.  After I was honorably discharged
from the Air Force I embarked on a career in law enforcement and subsequently lost touch with David.  

By chance, my wife had informed me that she had just met a Judge named David Grubich, and I had
informed her that I was in the Air Force with someone by the same name, some twenty five years earlier
.  While driving down the road my wife spotted David Gubich outside of one of his rental properties and I
stopped and introduced myself only to find out that it was in fact the same David Grubich I had been in
the Air Force with.  

I explained to David that I had recently retired from my career in law enforcement.  David informed me
that he had been a Police Officer in his home state of Illinois, then he moved back to Montana and
obtained his law degree and he had then worked in private practice for a period of time.

Based on David Grubich's background, of being a former Air Force serviceman, Police Officer, and
Attorney, I would highly recommend him for the position of 8th Judicial District Court Judge without
hesitation.

Sincerely,

Thomas Tighe

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov


From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Grubich
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:53:26 PM

​From: Laura Walker <lwalker@jardinelaw.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:50 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support letter
 
Dear Commission Members,
 
I am writing to express my support for David Grubich to be appointed as the judge for the Eighth
Judicial District Court’s open seat. 
 
I have known Mr. Grubich in both a professional and personal capacity for the past ten years.  When
in private practice, Mr. Grubich obtained the respect of his peers and clients.  He was also dedicated
to pro bono work, receiving our local bar award for his many hours of pro bono service service.  As
the current standing master, I have been impressed with both Mr. Grubich’s preparation and calm
reserve on the bench.  His decisions are well reasoned and researched, and he brings a calm and
compassionate demeanor to the courtroom.  Mr. Grubich has also demonstrated an amazing work
ethic to all that he does. 
 
For those reasons, I hope that you appoint Mr. Grubich to the open seat for the Eighth Judicial
District.
 
Laura E. Walker
Attorney
Jardine, Stephenson, Blewett & Weaver, P.C.
300 Central Avenue

U.S. Bank Building, 7th Floor
P.O. Box 2269
Great Falls, MT  59403
lwalker@jardinelaw.com
www.jardinelaw.com [jardinelaw.com]
DD:   (406)731-5539
 
Confidentiality Notice - This e-mail and its attachments (if any) may contain privileged information, confidential
information, proprietary information, attorney/client work product, or other information protected from disclosure
by law. Any use, dissemination, disclosure or reproduction of this e-mail other than by the intended recipient as
authorized by the sender is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please delete this e-mail and
its attachments (if any) and notify the sender via a reply e-mail, or by telephone at (406) 443-6820. It is not the
intention of the sender to waive any privileges, confidentiality rights, proprietary rights or other rights relative to the
information contained within this e-mail or any of its attachments.
 
Circular 230 Disclosure:
Pursuant to recently-enacted U.S. Treasury Department Regulations, we are now required to advise you that, unless

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov
mailto:lwalker@jardinelaw.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.jardinelaw.com/__;!!GaaboA!7cheXbPZggHzKWmtkixQQUTiJKT7zh1fb37fPRcNGTpHkJK1V66PspCuzS7vHnaXwtg8$


otherwise expressly indicated, any federal tax advice contained in this communication, including attachments and
enclosures, is not intended or written to be used, and may not be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding tax-related
penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any tax-
related matters addressed herein.
 















September 22, 2020

JUDICIAL NOMINATI N
COMMISSION
c/o LOIS MENZIES

OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATOR
P..O. BOX 2013005
HIEIL.IENA." MT 5962Q))-:3\(Ql(Ql5

MTSUPREMECOURT@MT.GOV

My name is Laura Buchholtz. I am submitting this letter on behalf f David J. Grubich in
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Montana. I believe David will be an excellent judge and serve with hono and distinction. David
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he will be an exceptional judge.

I am a native Montanan, member of the military, wife, mother, and attorney practicing out

of M~s~tUilla,!lM1omalIT:Gl..Prrtcrr to! f!aw sclltoo~" fi $etfVlOO mw C'(OOirrnl!FJ as am;Af; ; -rcC~~filITglUii5t film

the United States Air Force. I met David in law school at the University 0 Montana School of

taw <alr.T:d was imlPfesse:dwifh hiS, d1emealOOJfam:d hfglhl regaurdl ilr. ~tle P:€oTi :. ~fl_ Afiti'er I!aw scbooll,.

I commissioned as an active duty Judge Advocate General (JAG) in the nited states Air Force.

DUIfEJltgi my setNhm,. H~ m~j~trra:fl at IMJa/mtStiJrcmAi!JiFelice fl3asey, i&.'f.'01IT!fia i iir~ 20115•...20116 .. As

the head prosecutor at the base, , became aware of contemporary issue facing Great Falls,

and! wumked wj;'tihr.~H ati.ldlOO:fiitiies trots~ tihemL Aftetr 1ilil11$Entire" Pl~~VT '. at Paw mm amd 6legaml

practicing primarily in family law. I continue to serve in the Montana Air ational Guard.



I have had the fortunate opportunity to practice in front of David 0 fally law issues.

n-, ';..1'" $.". ....Il~. ~ II.,_,.~ U" ...Il .... "",_JiILf,~"""",~,,, ,AI.~ ·I'-".......Il ,,~••.4!tk r~'llJaNlir~; IS l,lall!If"a'1rt~i1lI:rIDCtnl~Jlle ~&I! Ii., nJ$ 1lJ~:SIU€\$ alie 1T(f;~~l>Ill""~I!IIU. 00l1l. U ~~JWiCill~! Vwlllwnwelll!--

reasoned analysis. As an attorney, I depend on judges to make fair and inf rmed decisions,

and ID !!lawe a fliJ!m uooas1aOOtlrltgl of the: f:aw'.. ~dl iisarBof tIh'eSe tilh\f!li1~ 'Irt·: im€):.(e",GJmidMJi

serve the bench well. David knows the community of Cascade County, s I do, and! is in an

exreBtetnil lP{)sm(l}rll W sene ttlhe samrre ..

SINCERELY,

, A K.. BUCHHOLTZ

ATlfOR.NEY







Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator  
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
RE: Application of Hon. David Grubich, Montana Eighth District Court Judge 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
It is with utmost respect for David Grubich that I write to voice my support of him 
as District Court Judge in the Eighth Judicial District. I have known Dave on a 
personal level for five years now. At seventeen I was not ready to be a parent, 
Dave and his wife offered their support and ended up adopting my son. Dave did 
not cast judgement on my situation and has allowed me to continue to be a part 
of his son’s life welcoming my family with open arms. Over the last five years I 
have had the pleasure of watching Dave raise his son with gentle guidance. He is 
compassionate, courteous, and tactful in all he does and a great source of advice.  

Dave is someone that is proven in his genuine care for those around him and in 
his community. I believe he will use the same characteristics above to preside 
over his courtroom with humility and justness.  I hope you will consider Dave as a 
top candidate. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Amy Lutz 



*ALSO LICENSL'D IN CONNECTICUT & WASHINGTON D, C,

**ALSO LICENSKD IN IDAHO

MILODRAGOVICH DALE STEINBRENNER. pc

September 23, 2020

TIM E. DAILIiY

MICHAEL D. BYBEE**

LlESEL SHOQUIST
RACHEL H. PARKIN

MICHAEL p. SHERWOOD

ALYSSA L. PROBST

MICHAEL J. MlLODRAGOVICH
LON J. DALE
GERALD W. STEINBRENNER

PERRY J. SCHNEIDEIi*
P. BfiAD CONDRA

HANNAH STONE

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Admmistrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
VIA EMAIL ONLY; mtsu remecourtAmt. ov

To the Judicial Nomination Commission:

This letter is written m support of David Grubich's Judicial Application for District Court Judge
m Cascade County. I met David when we were in law school, and fondly recall his enthusiasm
and professionalism that was a constant during our fhree years at UM. As a former officer, he
came to law school with a broad background titiat gave him a fresh and more in-deptfa perspective
on issues and consequences involved when discussing legal issues in class. David was always
upbeat and friendly, and even following a heated class debate would be able to diffiise the
tension with a humorous remark or positive comment.

David's professional background as both a civil litigator and standing master would benefit the
broad spectrum of cases he would preside over if appointed to the bench. I had the opportunity
to work with David m his capacity as a private attorney and always found him to be
straightforward and to the point. While I have not had any cases wiA him as a Standing Master, I
have no doubt he continues to approach each matter thoroughly, with attention to detail and fhe
goal of working towards an amicable and just resolution.

Finally, I believe the bench would benefit from having a young father on the bench, especially
given the challenges faced by families during fhese novel times. I believe David would be an
asset to the bench and to the members of the Cascade County community.

Smcerely,

MILODRAGOVICH, DALE
& STEINBRENNER, P.C.

Hannah Stone
EMAIL: hstone n b" sk law ers.com

HS:sn

620 HIGH PARK WAY, P. O. Box 4947 . MISSOULA, MT 59806 . (T) 406-728-1455 (F) 406-549-7077 WWW. BIGSKYLAWYERS. COM
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Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 

 

My name is Brian Crosby and I am a teacher and coach at CM Russell High School in Great Falls, MT and I 

write this letter in support of David J. Grubich and his candidacy for 8th Judicial District Court Judge. I 

have known Dave for several years through my wife, Jordan Crosby, who was a co-worker with him at 

Ugrin, Alexander and Zadick. 

Dave is one the most genuine and sincere people I have ever met.  His ability to connect with people and 

make them feel comfortable is something I have admired about Dave for years.  Over the past decade 

plus I have met many amazing attorneys and judges.  One common thread with the best is their ability 

to connect with people and how empathy drives their daily lives. 

Dave is thoughtful, compassionate and giving of his time and energy to others.  Most of my time spent 

with Dave was working with him on charitable events.  To me the best judges and lawyers I have met are 

ones who are connected to their community outside of their jobs.  Their job title does not define who 

they are, instead it allows them the ability and access to make a real difference in their community.  

Dave volunteers and serves with Cascade County Law Clinic, President of the Cascade County Bar and 

works with the Veterans court. 

Dave’s life experiences are varied and impressive and I believe will him help to be an excellent judge.  I 

believe he will represent our community well and continue a long tradition of excellent judges in this 

district.  From serving our country to law enforcement to working in the very difficult and emotional 

area of family law, those experiences are qualities that will make Dave an excellent candidate for this 

position. 

In closing, I know Dave to be a tremendous family man who is greatly involved in his community.  The 

many attorneys I know all speak very highly of his ability as a lawyer and standing master.  I whole 

heartedly recommend Dave Grubich to fill the position of 8th Judicial District Court Judge. 

 

     Sincerely,  

 

     Brian Crosby 

     brian_crosby@gfps.k12.mt.us     

     (406)781-1701 

mailto:brian_crosby@gfps.k12.mt.us
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Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

ROGER T. Wm 
GARY M. ZADICK 

JAMES R. ZADICK 

VIA EMAIL ONLY 
mtsupremecou rt@mt.gov 

RE: Eighth Judicial District Judge Position - David J. Grubich 

Dear Commission : 

I write in support of David ("Dave") Grubich as the next Judge for the Eighth Judicial 
District. I worked closely with Dave at the law firm of Ugrin Alexander Zadick, P.C. 
(previously Ugrin, Alexander, Zadick & Higgins) for six years before he accepted his 
current position as the Standing Master for the Eighth Judicial District. During this time, I 
observed Dave handle all of his legal matters with skill , diligence, and professionalism. 
While balancing his work for the firm , Dave was also always willing to help those in need 
by taking on numerous pro bono cases for the Cascade County Law Cl inic. He was justly 
honored for th is service by the Cascade County Bar Association with the Goff Pro Bono 
Award . 

believe that Dave has the proper judicial temperament because he always 
remains level-headed and conscientious. He will be a respectful and neutral arbiter to all 
parties and their counsel if selected for the position . His experience as the Standing 
Master for the last two years has also prepared him well for this position. In his current 
role , Dave has diligently managed a heavy caseload while displaying the same thoughtful 
and fa ir attributes that he will bring to the bench. Great Falls and the Eighth Judicial 
District would greatly benefit from his selection as our next judge. 

Sincere~ (\\ A 

r~ ~ , '-/ '--------
Andrew T. Newcomer 
atn@uazh .com 
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Similarly, Dave often agreed to provide services for organizations or individuals at 
reduced rates or without expectation of compensation . 

If selected for the position , I am confident that Dave can successfully campaign for 
re-election . Dave is not beholden to any political affiliation or other interest group, and he 
should appeal broadly to the electorate. I can easily see Dave serving for as many terms 
as he desires. 

Letters of recommendation by their nature necessarily tout a lot of the same 
virtues. Dave is well deserving of them. Most of all, Dave is genuinely a decent and 
thoughtful person. Any attorney and party should be content drawing his name on their 
case. 



 
 
September 24, 2020 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Re:  Eighth Judicial District Judgeship Vacancy (Cascade County) 
  
Dear Commission Members: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for Steve Bolstad, Dave Grubich 
and Michele Levine for the position of District Judge for Montana’s Eighth 
Judicial District. Each of these candidates has the experience, expertise 
and temperament to be an outstanding district judge. 
 
I’ve had the pleasure to know all of these candidates personally and 
professionally over many years. In addition to being talented, hard-working 
and experienced lawyers, each candidate has a calm, even temperament 
and possesses a sincere respect for our justice system.  I have no doubt 
that whomever is appointed to the bench by Governor Bullock from this 
impressive ‘short list’ will bring all of these important qualities to work each 
day as a District Judge for Cascade County. 
 
For all of the above reasons, I support these three candidates’ applications 
for this important judgeship without reservation and respectfully urge the 
Commission to submit their names for consideration by Governor Bullock.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael J. George 



FA UR E HOL D E N 
attorneys at law pc 
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Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

Re: Standing Master David Grubich 

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 

Standing Master David Grubich has a special place within our firm. He was our first 
Summer Intern before he was hired by the Ugrin law firm. We wanted to hire David, but 
we told him he could not go wrong with accepting Ugrin's offer and we were right. 
When he was appointed as Standing Master, we knew that we would be asked to write 
this letter one day and we do so with great pleasure. 

We practiced against David while he was a lawyer at Ugrin. He showed that a litigator 
in fact can achieve the delicate balance of tenacity with temperance. He was wise in his 
approach to the assessment to liability and damages. He knew where to focus in terms 
of discovery, and his motion practice was effective once he obtained the documents and 
admissions he needed to prove his point. His deep knowledge of civil practice is a key 
to David's success not only as a lawyer but as the Standing Master. 

But it is not just David's skill and strength as a lawyer that make him unique. It is 
commitment to justice. Shortly after David was hired at Ugrin we asked him to assist 
with the Cascade County Law Clinic as our firm had long served on the Board. It was 
not long before David took that organization to new heights in association with Jordan 
Crosby and his tireless work on behalf of those who have nothing but have everything to 
lose. His work on behalf of the Law Clinic has truly revealed his dedication to justice -
the cornerstone of character for anyone who seeks to don a black robe. 

David's service as Standing Master is remarkable. He shown the ability to manage an 
unmanageable docket. This is perhaps the greatest achievement of any person 
appointed as Standing Master in Cascade County. He is efficient and he has given 
credibility to a position so critical in Cascade County. He deals with the reality of family 
law every day, and he has shown the ability to master legal concepts that are 
challenging while at the same time treating the parties and issues fairly timely and fairly. 

FAURE JJ OLDRN artorneys ar l a wpc 
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His decision to give up his private practice to dedicate himself to being that Standing 
Master makes him the perfect fit to replace Judge Pinski. 

David has the intellect, discernment, attitude, and decorum we need in a District Court 
Judge. He will be a perfect fit to fill the shoes of Judge Pinski. We urge you to forward 
his name to the Governor for appointment. 

~ 

/~~--~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~ 

- ---







Lydia Low 
Judicial Assistant to John A. Kutzman 

415 2nd Avenue North, Room 300 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
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Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
Re: David J. Grubich 
 
I write this letter to recommend David J. Grubich for the Judicial 
vacancy in the Eighth Judicial District Court, Cascade County.   
 
Judge Pinski was a tremendous asset to this district and he will be 
hard to replace. I feel that Dave has the desire, drive, compassion 
and most of all, the capability to step into this position. Dave has 
been the District Standing Master for the past couple of years and 
has been dedicated to every aspect of that job. He has volunteered 
to help the Judges in any way he could.  
 
Dave and I became friends while working on the Board of the 
Cascade County Law Clinic. It was then that I learned how 
important it was to him to be the best public servant he could be. 
He went above and beyond the call of duty working to keep the 
Clinic at its very best with a great group of attorneys and 
volunteers. 
 
Dave has committed his life to serving this country and community. 
He is a wonderful husband and father and the joy on his face when 
he speaks of his son, shows the love and compassion he has. 

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
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This job that Dave has applied for is a very stressful and time 
consuming position. It will take someone who is dedicated, 
organized, and willing to protect rights of every citizen in this 
community. I feel that Dave has all of these qualities.  
 
I would highly recommend Dave to fill this Judicial vacancy. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Lydia Low 
Judicial Assistant to John A. Kutzman 
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The Montana Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005   * Via email to mtsupremecourt@mt.gov *  
  
 Re: David J. Grubich 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
It is my honor and pleasure to provide my strong support in appointing David Grubich as the 
Eighth Judicial District Court Judge in Cascade County. Dave has the essential qualities needed 
for a judge including empathy, integrity, intelligence, and a keen ability to ensure justice is done 
for all who appear before him.   
 
I am currently a staff attorney for the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes and a state 
representative for Montana House District 95. I attended law school with Dave during which I 
not only grew to respect Dave, but also became a good friend. Knowing Dave as I do, I also 
know he has integrity, honorable character, a commitment to justice, and a courteous and 
compassionate nature. Dave brings a strong background being a military veteran, law 
enforcement officer and small business owner, which gives him a breadth of experience and 
broad insight that is needed to serve his community as a judge.    
 
Because Dave has served as Standing Master, he has had an opportunity to recognize how 
vulnerable and minority populations need and deserve unobstructed access to our justice 
system. As an attorney and an enrolled member of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai 
Tribes, I am particularly interested in knowing that a person being considered for a judicial 
appointment will ensure access to justice and equal treatment under the law for everyone.  
Dave will ensure equal treatment does occur. As Standing Master, Dave encounters a high 
number of unrepresented, low-income, and minority persons in important family law 
proceedings. I know Dave ensures they are treated fairly and with dignity, and that they receive 
all the benefits the law provides them despite their position, background, or identity. Dave will 
carry this same assurance forward as a district court judge.  
 
Dave has also served as a judge presiding over the Veterans Treatment Court and Drug 
Treatment Court in Cascade County. I take a particular interest in this aspect of Dave’s 
experience because Cascade County treatment courts have Native American groups which 
provide culturally specific services which encourage Native American’s to join the program and 
attain successful recovery. Native American’s serve in the United States Military in greater 
proportions based on population than any other group. As a veteran, Dave recognizes and 
appreciates this, and that Native Americans deserve equal access to these treatment programs, 



which have proven success and amazing results. Dave will ensure everyone is given equal 
access to these important programs and an equal opportunity to recover and flourish.   
 
Not only does Dave have all the attributes of a fine judge, he also has a background which will 
prove invaluable in any run for his seat in a future election. It is well known that Great Falls has 
a high percentage of veterans and active duty military with Malmstrom Air Force Base. Dave’s 
veteran status will carry much weight. His organization skills, strong work ethic, and willingness 
to get things done will also take him far. Dave’s broad background has instilled in him a unique 
ability to communicate easily with people from all walks of life. Dave has always had an 
amazing ability to get along with everyone he meets, and this natural ability will serve him well 
in carrying the day in any election he may face.   
 
I strongly urge the Commission to recommend David Grubich to Governor Bullock for 
appointment as and Eighth Judicial District Judge.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Shane A. Morigeau 
Attorney, 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes 
(406) 546-4290 
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