


24 August 2020 

To Whom It May Concern, 

riting this letter as an endorsement for Steven Bolstad for District Court Judge. I am a police 

officer for the Great Falls Police Department and have been an officer for 26 years. My current 

position is the Municipal Court Bailiff and Warrants Officer. I have held this position for 14 months. In 

that time have been in court whenever Judge Bolstad has been there and I have witnessed him 

perform as a judge. I have seen many different aspects of Judge Bolstad and how he deals with the 

extremely varied individuals that appear before him. These range from our numerous "frequent 

flyers" to those that are appearing before ajudge for the first time. Judge Bolstad treats them all 
equally. He starts each person with a clean slate, unless of course they are seeing him for an issue 

with an on-going case. Even when the person before him is being unruly, or rude, he will usually send 

them back into the hallway outside of the court room or into the back room for a few minutes. Then 

when he sees them after a few minutes, he starts fresh and gives them the opportunity to act 

appropriately. If they do, Judge Bolstad acts as if this is the first time he is seeing that individual. 

Iam 

Steven Bolstad is very compassionate and he realizes that the best answer for many individuals is to 

find out what is the root of their issues with the law and try to address that instead of just handing 

down fines and/or jail time. If a person is working, he knows that putting them in jail may cost them 

their job and may cause that person to spiral further down into criminal activity. He is willing to give 

people extra chances as long as they are actively trying to better their lives. However, if they fail to 

take advantage of the extra chances Judge Bolstad gives them, he doesn't hesitate to send them to 

jail. He is not soft on crime and when he tells someone they will go to jail the next time they are 

arrested, or they fail alcohol monitoring, or fail to complete required classes, etc. he sticks to his guns 

and puts them in jail. 

Judge Bolstad also is continually improving his knowledge and keeps current on legal issues. He has 

discussions about legal issues with both prosecution and defense attorneys. 

Because of these attributes, I believe Steven Bolstad is the right person to fill the vacant District Court 

Judge position. He is compassionate, steady, approachable and most of all, fair. He is ready to step 
into the position and will be a great addition to the District Court. 

Bill Brooks 

Master Police Officer 

Great Falls Police Department 

Badge # 182 



	

	

August	19,	2020	
	
Judicial	Nominations	Commission	
Montana	Supreme	Court	
C/O	Lois	Menzies	
	
Honorable	Members	of	the	Judicial	Nominations	Commission:	
	
I	have	known	Steve	Bolstad	for	many,	many	years.	We	actually	first	met	when	we	
were	in	high	school	involved	in	Key	Club	International.		He	was	a	great	leader	even	
in	his	early	years.		Leadership	and	service	to	his	community	come	naturally	to	him.		
A	perfect	example	of	this	is	the	years	he	spent	as	a	teacher.	
	
I	have	watched	Steve	faithfully	serve	Great	Falls	in	his	position	as	City	Municipal	
Court	Judge	for	the	past	6	years.		As	his	volume	of	service	on	the	bench	speaks	to	
why	he	is	qualified	to	serve	as	District	Court	Judge,	I	feel	compelled	to	mention	why	
I	personally	believe	he	is	the	best	person	to	serve	in	that	capacity.	
	
As	a	business	owner	I	have	had	employees	that	have	appeared	in	his	court.	I	have	
first	hand	witness	to	his	passion	for	the	rights	of	victims,	as	well	as	his	ability	to	
keep	a	contemplative,	open	mind	while	judiciously	weighing	all	facts	from	a	
disciplined	and	objective	point	of	view	with	those	that	appear	in	his	court.		
	
I	also	have	witnessed	his	outstanding	character	and	commitment	to	his	community	
through	his	involvement	with	the	Great	Falls	Police	Citizens	Academy.		He	
volunteers	his	time	to	take	community	members	through	all	aspects	of	the	court	
room	from	his	position	on	the	bench	to	explain	what	rights	the	victims	of	crimes	
have.	He	facilitates	discussion	of	alternatives	to	fines	and	incarceration	for	those	
that	appear	in	his	court	to	the	reasons	for	sending	offenders	to	jail.	He	is	truly	a	
dedicated	public	servant.	
	
Steve	Bolstad	is	a	well-respected	member	of	our	Community	here	in	Great	Falls,	as	
well	as	a	person	of	outstanding	character	and	flawless	integrity.		I	firmly	believe	that	
he	is	the	most	enlightened	choice	for	the	District	Court	Judge	position.				
	
With	kindest	regards,	
	
	
Sandra	Johnson-Thares,	CHA	
Owner	
Big	Sky	Development	Enterprises,	Inc.	
O’Haire	Motor	Inn	
	



From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad
Date: Monday, August 24, 2020 8:55:16 PM

​From: Heather Wharram <someonesnotlikeme@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 2:48 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Judge Bolstad
 
To Whom it May Concern; 
        I would like to send in my sincerest support for him to get the nomination, he's been a
wonderful Judge in our Municipal Court. I have been one of his defendants a few too
many times  lol But I always found him sincere and fair in every way and always helpful in
every way to help those of us need the help and not hurt by vindictive "pre-judgemental" haha
Judges. He's wonderful always usually a smile and warm calm demeanor, personable yet is
able to make you understand why you probably shouldn't have done the thing you know you
did 
I really hope he wins he would be the best fit for this area of our court system! 

Sincerely,
      Heather Fahsholtz-Wharram

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 7:51 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad

From: Hammontree, Nathan 
Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 9:56 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination  
  
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
  
          Judge Steven Bolstad has been a mentor and a very reliable and professional 
advisor to myself and many other Judges in the Courts of Limited Jurisdiction in 
Montana.  It is, therefore, my privilege to write this letter in support of his 
appointment to the Eighth Judicial District Court of Montana.  Judge Bolstad’s 
knowledge of the law and it’s application in the judicial system is invaluable to this 
position.  His professionalism and character are undeniably exemplary. 
  
  
  
Nathan Hammontree 
  
Nathan Hammontree 
Judith Basin County Justice Of The Peace 
PO Box 339 
Stanford, MT 59479 
Office: 406-566-2277 x117 
  
  









Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

 
 

Dear Committee Members, 

 

I am glad to have this opportunity to support the application of Judge Steven Bolstad for the Eighth 

Judicial District Court of Montana. 

 

My name is Steven Fagenstrom.  I was born and raised in Cascade County, I spent 10 years in Portland 

Oregon obtaining my law degree and practicing law before returning home in 1995.  I practiced law in 

Oregon and Montana for 20 years before becoming the Cascade County Justice of the Peace in 2007.   

 

I have known Judge Bolstad since 2003 when he was working as a Deputy County Attorney for 

Cascade County.  As Defense Counsel I represented Defendants in misdemeanor cases with Judge 

Bolstad as the prosecuting attorney.  I found him to be a fair and just litigator who could be counted on 

to represent the State's and the Public's interests while still respecting the rights and dignity of an 

accused citizen.   

 

When I became Justice of the Peace, Judge Bolstad continued to demonstrate the characteristics of 

fairness and justice that allowed the Court handle cases in a timely manner.  As a judge I found Judge 

Bolstad's plea negotiations to be more than reasonable to all parties involved and I do not recall ever 

needing to alter or deviate from the recommendations made in the plea agreements submitted by the 

parties.  In Court, Judge Bolstad demonstrated the highest level of professionalism and integrity, even 

when dealing with the most difficult of cases, attorneys or litigants. 

 

When Judge Bolstad became the Municipal Court Judge for the city of Great Falls he also became one 

of the Judges of the Courts of Limited Jurisdiction.  In Montana the Limited Courts handle the vast 

majority of the Court cases.  According to The State of the Judiciary report from Chief Justice Mike 

McGrath, dated January 24, 2019, there are approximately 1000 new cases filed in Montana Courts 

every day, 360,000 per year.  The Courts of Limited Jurisdiction handle about 300,000 of those cases. 

the remaining matters are filed in the District Courts.  Great Falls Municipal Court has one of the 



largest caseloads in the State.  Judge Bolstad has effectively managed this heavy caseload single 

handedly.  It is noteworthy that a second Judge has been approved for the city, but to date only Judge 

Bolstad is on the bench.   

 

The Eighth Judicial District has long been considered as one of the most over worked districts when 

considering caseload.  Two additional Judges are recommended for the District, but there is no 

assurance that the legislature will provide for these positions in the near future.  Therefore, it is 

important that the next appointed Judge be able to step into the position with the ability to immediately 

perform the duties of the Judge.  Judge Bolstad has experience in handling the large caseload of the 

Great Falls Municipal Court.  He will be more than capable of immediately handling the caseload of a 

District Court Judge.   

 

Judge Bolstad has the legal knowledge and experience necessary to perform the duties of a District 

Court Judge.  Limited Court Judges attend mandatory judicial training twice per year and are tested 

shortly after taking the bench and then every 4 years thereafter.  Judge Bolstad is one of the educators 

for the new judges.  He has been instrumental in insuring that the Judges in Montana are well prepared 

and able to server the citizens of this state.  Judge Bolstad's abilities as an educator are excellent, no 

doubt due in part to the fact that, prior to his legal career, Judge Bolstad was a teacher in public 

schools.  Judge Bolstad has shared his extensive legal knowledge with every current Limited Court 

Judge in this state, and via the social media he continues to educate judges on an almost daily basis. 

 

In addition to teaching fellow Judges, Judge Bolstad is a valued member of the Commission on Courts 

of Limited Jurisdiction.  I am also privileged to serve on the Commission.  This commission is 

comprised of representatives for judges, prosecutors, defense counsel, the court clerks, the Montana 

Magistrates, the public at large and the Montana Supreme Court.  The Commission's main function is 

to set curriculum for the Limited Court Judges, facilitate and oversee the instruction of those Judges 

and to address any training issues or deficiencies that are identified between the mandatory training 

programs.  Judge Bolstad's extensive legal knowledge is invaluable to the commission and he is highly 

regarded by the other members. 

 

I have nearly 35 years of legal experience as attorney and judge.  In that time I have heard some people 

in the legal community express the opinion that cases in the Limited Courts do not have the same level 

of importance as a case in District Court.  This perception is false and is a disservice to the entire 



judiciary.  I have learned that the general public does not distinguish between the District and Limited 

Courts.  And there should be no perceived distinction.  Although dollar amounts or criminal penalties 

may be larger in District Court, the Constitutional rights and applicable legal principles are the same, 

and to the litigants, their individual matters are of utmost critical importance regardless of which Court 

they are standing in.  Judge Bolstad also believes that every litigant in Montana expects and is entitled 

to the same level of judicial expertise, temperament, demeanor and professionalism no matter the Court 

setting. In my opinion Judge Bolstad can stand toe to toe the best of the Judges in our state and his 

commitment to our trade is second to none. 

 

In addition to being the Court of general jurisdiction, the District Court is an appellate court for the 

Courts of Limited Jurisdiction. I believe that an applicant who has practiced in the limited jurisdiction 

courts and adjudicated cases in those courts should be given more consideration than a person who has 

seldom or never appeared in those forums.  As noted above, the Limited Jurisdiction Courts are where 

the majority of the litigation takes place, and those Courts have their own unique rules and procedures 

than many attorneys do not know.  Judge Bolstad had extensive knowledge of the rules and procedures 

in all of the Courts of this state.   

 

Another important factor for consideration in the selection of the next District Court Judge is the 

candidate's electability in future elections.  It is important that the person who is appointed has the 

support of the population and that the person can serve in more than just an interim basis.  Judge 

Bolstad has the support of this community as demonstrated by his reelection to his current position.  As 

I have stated above, the general population does not distinguish between the levels of judgeship.  The 

public have, by electing Judge Bolstad, shown in the past that they support him as judge.  He has strong 

community support that will serve him well in a contested election.  It is my opinion that no one will 

run against him if appointed, and many will seek to have him run if he is not. 

 

Finally, the more I have come to know Judge Bolstad, the more amazed I am at the things he has done 

in his life.  I do not pretend to know everything about him, but I know he has held positions anywhere 

from the simple life of a sheep herder to that of a revered teacher.  In our time together we have 

traveled to many different places in Montana.   He seems to know someone in almost every town and 

city of our state and it is a common occurrence when we are together in another town to have someone 

who knows Judge Bolstad join us and pick up a conversation, treating him as a cherished friend.  These 

life experiences and social relationships have given Judge Bolstad broad social foundation and a strong 



sense of community that keeps him grounded and serves him well as a person who must administer 

justice to the members of the community.  He can relate to the people whom he serves. 

 

I do not believe that you will meet a better candidate for the Eighth Judicial District Court. 

 

Sincerely 

 

 

Steven T. Fagenstrom 

Cascade County Justice of the Peace 







 

 
 

Samir Aarab, Attorney 
sfaarab@bolandaarab.com 

 
Caitlin Boland Aarab, Attorney 

cbaarab@bolandaarab.com 
 

 

11 5th Street N., Suite 207 • Great Falls, MT 59401 • (406) 315-3737 • www.bolandaarab.com 

August 28, 2020 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

 
Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 

We write in support of Municipal Court Judge Steven Bolstad’s application to fill 
the Eighth Judicial District Judgeship vacancy occasioned by Judge Pinski’s 
resignation.  

 
We have had the pleasure of practicing in Judge Bolstad’s court for three years. 

In that time, we have found Judge Bolstad to be compassionate toward our clients, fair 
in his application of the law, and decisive in his rulings. We have won motions and 
arguments and trials in front of him, and we have lost. But every time we appear in his 
courtroom, we know that our clients will get a fair hearing and that their case will be 
decided on the facts and the law, and not on the Judge’s prejudices or biases or past 
experiences with the client. We believe Judge Bolstad has the right temperament to be 
a respected and effective district court judge.  

 
Thank you for considering our perspective. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
 
 
 

Caitlin Boland Aarab    Samir F. Aarab   
BOLAND AARAB PLLP     BOLAND AARAB PLLP 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 8:13 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad

From: Jensen, Larry 
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 10:59 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Steven Bolstad 8th Judicial District Court recommendation  
  
I would like to add my name to the list of people recommending  Judge Steve Bolstad for 8th Judicial District Court. I have 
been a Justice of the Peace for 10 years and getting to know Steve professionally has helped me grow as a judge. I have 
found him to be impartial, informed and most importantly his knowledge of the law impressive as I have researched 
many of the laws and rulings he has quoted.  Most importantly he is willing to share his knowledge and his common 
sense approach to the law is good fit for the judicial system in the state of Montana. 
  
  
Larry W. Jensen 
Sheridan County Justice of the Peace 
100 W Laurel Ave 
Plentywood, MT 59254 
406-765-3409 
  



Joel M. Thompson 
Attorney at Law 
1241 Lewis Ave. 
Billings, MT 59102 
September 3, 2020 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov  
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I submit this letter in strong support and full endorsement of Steven Bolstad for District Court Judge 
for the Eighth Judicial District. 

I have known Steve for approximately 17 years.  I worked with Steve for 7 years when we were both 
Deputy Cascade County Attorneys in Great Falls.  I knew him to be a thoughtful and highly ethical 
prosecutor.   I was delighted when he took over as City Court Judge because I knew he had the 
temperament, skill, empathy, intelligence, and fairness necessary for that job.  I believe his tenure 
there has borne that out.   

Likewise, when I discovered that Steve had put in his application for District Court Judge, I 
immediately knew I would be writing a letter of support.  Steve is motivated by a genuine sense of 
public service, and his application to this District Court position – I am confident to say – is based 
solely in his desire to expand the scope of his service.  Steve is not motivated by ego, ambition, 
power, or prestige.  He would be an excellent addition to the Eighth Judicial District Court.  I am 
proud to know him and his wonderful wife.   

I highly recommend Steve Bolstad for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
 
/s/Joel M. Thompson 
Attorney at Law 

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 11:44 AM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad

From: Shaw, Cody 
Sent: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 8:34 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission- Bolstad  
  
To Whom It May Concern: 

  

My name is Cody Shaw, I was elected Justice of the Peace for  Pondera County in 2019. I have 

not only been through “New Judge Training,” where Judge Bolstad was an instructor, but also 

attended conferences with him twice a year.   When coming into the position of Justice of the 

Peace having a Mental Health (Counseling)  and Probation and Parole (Law Enforcement) 

background, I was not sure how I would fit in the Judicial world with a different view of people 

than most. I was thankful that Judge Bolstad was one of the first people that I meet.  He 

welcomed me with open arms and made me feel very confident that my background would 

not hinder but only a benefit in becoming a Justice of the Peace. We have spent hours talking 

about “thinking outside of the box” when it comes to sentencing individuals as well as seeing 

people as individuals, where they come from, and understanding them.  I have worked for 

several years in the District Courts and several District Court Judges and County Attorneys.  I 

have supervised over a hundred individuals on felony probation, addiction, and mental health 

issues being a common factor.  I have found that when a Judge sentences an individual based 
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on their individual needs and situation, the individual has a much higher chance of 

success.  Judge Bolstad is the type of person who will make the best decision for the 

community and each defendant. Judge Bolstad has been a fantastic mentor to myself and 

many other Judges in the Courts of Limited Jurisdiction.  He has always had time to answer any 

questions I have had while on the bench.  If the 8th Judicial District court is lucky enough to 

have Judge Bolstad sit on their bench, he will become an invaluable member of that district 

just like he has with the Courts of Limited Jurisdiction.  

  

Thank you for your time. 











August 31, 2020 
 
 
 
Montana Judicial Nomination Comm. 
P.O.  Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
RE: Steven Bolstad endorsement 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
 
This letter is to endorse Steven Bolstad as the next 8th Judicial District Court Judge in Cascade 
County.  
 
As former Cascade County Treasurer/County Superintendent of County Schools, I worked 
closely with Steven for a number of years as he served as Deputy Cascade County Attorney. 
 
During our time with Cascade County, Steven and I worked through a wide variety of situations 
in areas ranging from property tax issues/foreclosures, personnel issues, school hearings and 
motor vehicle issues.  Frequently, the issues I worked with Steve on were challenging, and at 
times, emotional due to the nature of the concern. Steven has always demonstrated 
professionalism, understanding, honesty and holds high regards to his moral standards. 
 
Steven Bolstad would be a great choice to serve as the next 8th Judicial District Court Judge for 
Cascade County. If you should have any question, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jess Anderson 
(406) 453-6068 
 
 
 
  
 



Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

PO Box 203005 

Helena, MT  59620-3005 

 

Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 

This letter is in support of Steven Bolstad for Eighth Judicial 
District Judge.  We have known Steve personally for some 20 
plus years and have always found him to be a man of integrity.  
His honest, straightforward approach towards the law is 
impressive.  His history as an educator and later as a defense and 
prosecuting attorney has only strengthened his abilities on the 
bench.  Compassion and fairness are evident in all interactions 
that he has with everyone.   His appointment would be a positive 
asset to the County, the State of Montana and the judicial 
institution.  We, therefore, wholeheartedly endorse Steven 
Bolstad for the position of Eighth District Judge.   

 

Respectfully, 

Sally Rodibaugh 

Michael Fahley 

406-839-0944 

mfahley@q.com 





   
    CASCADE COUNTY   
              State of Montana  

Telephone: (406) 454-6915 Criminal Department  
             (406) 454-6904 Civil Department   

 FAX: (406) 454-6949                             .       
 
Joshua A. Racki     121 Fourth Street North – Suite 2A 
County Attorney                                                                                   Great Falls, Montana 59401 

CENTER OF MONTANA’S LIVESTOCK AND FARMING AREAS 

 September 8, 2020 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
RE: Judge Steve Bolstad, 8th Judicial District Application  
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission, 
 

I am writing you today on behalf of Judge Steve Bolstad. I first met Judge 
Bolstad fifteen years ago. Back then I was a brand new prosecutor and Judge 
Bolstad was the Justice Court prosecutor I was replacing. He took me to my first 
court appearances and shepherded me through my first few weeks as a prosecutor.   

The 8th Judicial District has one of the busiest criminal calendars in the 
state. As the only municipal court judge in Great Falls Judge Bolstad is used to a 
packed court docket. His experience being a busy municipal court judge will be a 
great asset to him as a busy district court judge.  

  The key to being a good judge is impartiality. The rules of law must be 
imposed without regard to who the litigants are or what positions they take.  Judge 
Bolstad shows his neutrality and fairness in each of his rulings. This trait is one of 
the most important qualities a potential judge must possess and Judge Bolstad 
possesses this trait in spades. When appearing in front of Judge Bolstad every 
attorney knows they will get a fair shake.          

It is a great honor that I recommend to the Judicial Nomination Commission 
Judge Bolstad for appointment as the new District Court Judge for the 8th Judicial 
District.      

  
Respectfully,  

 
________________________ 
Joshua A. Racki   
Cascade County Attorney       







 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PO Box 7256 
Great Falls, MT 59403 
Phone: 406-868-2643 

 

Great Falls Fire Fighters 
International Association of Fire Fighters Local # 8 

 

 
 

September 9, 2020 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
RE:  Steven Brian Bolstad, applicant for the Eight Judicial District. 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission,  
 
On behalf of the 64 members of the Great Falls Fire Fighters IAFF Local 8, I am submitting this letter 
of support for Municipal Court Judge Steven Brian Bolstad for his nomination to the Eight Judicial 
District. 
 
Judge Bolstad is a native Montanan and was born and raised in Great Falls and graduated from the 
Great Falls Public School System.  Steve has served with the Cascade County Attorney’s office and is 
currently the Municipal Court Judge for the City of Great Falls.  While working in these capacities, 
Steve has developed a strong understanding of the community in which he lives and serves and has 
proven to be dedicated to his positions. 
 
Steve has a strong work ethic starting early in his career as a fire fighter with the US Forest Service.  
He has a solid understanding of labor relations as his father was a Great Falls Fire Fighter and a 
member of IAFF Local 8 and Steve himself has been a proud Union member.   
 
For the reasons stated above, the Great Falls Fire Fighters IAFF Local 8 is honored to endorse Steven 
Brian Bolstad for the nomination of Eight Judicial District Court Judge.  
 
   
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Van Son 
President; IAFF Local 8 
 





BLAINE COUNTY JUSTICE COURT 
Blaine County Courthouse 

P.O. Box 1266 
Chinook, Montana 59523 

(406) 357-2335 
FAX:(406) 357-2361  

JIM L. DOYLE    PERRY W. MILLER                  CINDY DENNIS 
Clerk of Justice Court     Justice of the Peace     Court Compliance Officer 
 

 
Judicial Nomination Commission                  September 14, 2020 
c/o Lois Menzies  
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
 It is a pleasure to write this recommendation for Judge Steven Bolstad. Steve is currently 
seeking nomination to the Eight Judicial District Court bench, recently vacated by the Honorable 
Greg Pinski. 
  A short introduction of myself, I am Perry W. Miller, I am the Blaine County Justice of 
the Peace and serve as Judge in the Chinook and Harlem City Courts, I have been on the bench 
for 28 years. I currently serve as the Chairperson for the Commission on Courts of Limited 
Jurisdiction. 
 I have known Steve Bolstad for many years and through many of his life endeavors’. He 
is an extraordinary person. His integrity, commitment, dedication, and demeanor are of highest 
standard in Judicial service. His impartiality and fairness are self-evident in his work, and a 
glowing representation of our independent judiciary. 
 I have had the privilege of working side by side with Judge Bolstad as a judicial educator. 
His knowledge of the law in all matters civil and criminal is exceptional. He is a requested 
instructor, and an excellent researcher when matters need further clarification. He never fails to 
present all avenues with equal enthusiasm which gives credit to his integrity and impartiality.  

I have stood proudly with Judge Bolstad before the Montana Legislature on many 
occasions as he advocates to our Legislators for an independent judiciary and judicial discretion. 
His oratory is eloquent, informative, and well founded. He represents the judiciary in the highest 
standard.  

Steve Bolstad possesses all the Judicial attributes and character that the Commission 
could possibly seek in a District Court Nominee. However, Steve Bolstad comes with yet other 
intangible qualifications. The 8th Judicial District has become very innovative in the 
administration of Justice with the implementation of Drug Court, DUI Court and Veterans Court. 
The Judges in this District go the extra mile to establish the principals of restorative justice. 
Steve Bolstad currently presides over one of the highest volume courts in the state. His work 
ethic is unmatched. He is understanding of the people and situations that come before him. All 
are treated with respect and dignity. They leave his court knowing they have been treated fairly.  



Steve Bolstad is also active in his community to the degree that his canons allow, as is 
obvious by the local support that he has garnered during his tenure on the bench. 

Steve’s passion for the people of Montana, the Law, and the Judicial interaction with the 
people, make him the premier candidate for the 8th Judicial District Court nomination. 

 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
      Perry W. Miller 
      Blaine County Justice of the Peace 
   

 
    















September 15, 2020
Sent via email: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Nomination of Steve Bolstad for Eighth Judicial District Court Vacancy

Dear Commission Members:

I am writing to provide my recommendation to the Judicial Nomination Commission regarding
Hon. Steve Bolstad.  I highly recommend Steve as a candidate for the District Court judgeship for
the Eighth Judicial District Court in Cascade County, replacing retiring Judge Greg Pinski.

I have experience working with Steve while he was practicing with the Cascade County
Attorney’s Office.  He demonstrated excellent legal and interpersonal skills.  He understands the
role of a lawyer and judge.  His perspective as a sitting Municipal Judge will be of great benefit to
him for the District Court position.

Steve would be an excellent jurist for Cascade County.  Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ben A. Snipes

BAS:mcw























 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
September 9, 2020                                                 Email: bmclaughlin@mt.gov  
  
  
Montana Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Beth McLaughlin, Court Administrator  
P.O. Box 203005  
Helena, MT. 59620-3005  
 
 
 RE:  Support for Judicial Nomination for Eighth Judicial District   
 
 Dear Judicial Commission:  
 
We write this letter in support of Steven Bolstad for the Eighth Judicial District Judgeship.  The Na-
tive American community has not usually weighed in on state judicial appointments but due to re-
cent events we feel that we are compelled to voice our support for a candidate.  
   
In our world we have seen the devaluation and degradation of Native American people in this state 
become commonplace.  This injustice has transferred over to the judicial system and has made the 
appointments to the bench even more important. 
 
We have reviewed the applications and have decided to put our support behind Steven Bolstad. Mr. 
Bolstad has had a long career of public service.  As a practicing attorney, Steven Bolstad repre-
sented an Indian Tribe and Indian people. His areas of expertise included Indian child welfare and 
dependency & neglect, and criminal law. Mr. Bolstad has also been a prosecutor and stood for and 
protected victims of crimes.  He also has served as a magistrate judge and been elected to two 
terms, which speaks to his commitment to the judicial system. 
 
Unfortunately, the law in this state has played a role in devaluing the lives of Native Americans.  We 
want to change this now.  While the past wrongs cannot be undone, we can recognize the unfair-
ness and elect judges who can administer justice and support rules in a way that brings greater ra-
cial justice to all. Given Mr. Bolstad’s background, we feel that he would be the best candidate to 
address systematic injustices.    
 
For these reasons we support Steven Bolstad for the Eighth Judicial District Judgeship.   
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Gerald Gray, Chairman 
Rocky Mountain Tribal Leaders Council 
 
  

Rocky Mountain Tribal Leaders Council 
  

2929 3rd Avenue North, Suite 300, Billings, Montana 59101 

Ph: (406) 252-2550  Fax: (406) 254-6355 



HOYT & BLE\rETT PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

ALEXANDER (7r{IVDrR) BLEWETI, III
KURT M. JACKSON
JOSEPH P. COSGROVE
DREW BLEWETT
ANDERS BLEWETI
JOHN C. HOYT

t92Z.Z00l

501 SECOND AVENUE NORTH
POST OFFICE BOX 2807

GREAT FALLS, MT 59403,2807
PHONE (406) 76t1960

FAX (406) 7617186
h&b@hoytandblewett.com

September 15,2020

The Montana Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Emai I : lmerzies(dmt. sov
mtsupremecourt@mt. gov

Re: Honorable Steven Bolstad Letter of Support

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:

My name is Anders Blewett, and I am a partner at the law firm of Hoyt and Blewett pLLC in
Great Falls, Montana. I am writing to voice my support for the appointment of the Honorable
Steven Bolstad to the judicial vacancy in the 8th Judicial District cieated by the retirement of the
Honorable Gregory Pinski.

I have known Judge Bolstad for over a decade. Judge Bolstad was appointed to the Montana
Legislature in2007. During the brief time he served in the Legislature, Judge Bolstad earned a
reputation as a problem solver who was open-minded and could work well with others. I first
met Judge Bolstad in2007 when we were both running for the Montana Legislature. During the
2007 campaign, I frequently interacted with Judge Bolstad out on the campaign trail and at the
Democratic campaign headquarters. Judge Bolstad ran a very strong campaign. After working
all day for the Cascade County Attomey's Offrce, Judge Bolstad would knock on doors each
night until dark and then campaign all weekend long. While he narrowly lost the election, his
hard work and dedication stood out from the pack and nearly got him elected in a very
challenging legislative district.

From the time I met him, Judge Bolstad has always distinguished himself as a caring,
compassionate, and even-tempered leader in our community. Even during the throes of a hotly
disputed legislative campaign he always managed to keep a light heart and maintain positiviry.
As a Judge, he has continued to distinguish himself as an impartial jurist who exhibiis the highest
level of professional integrity.

Judge Bolstad is a dedicated public servant with a proven track record in the law. He has a



The Montana Judicial Nomination Commission
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well-rounded legal background that has prepared him to handle the large work load in the gth
Judicial District. I strongly t .ornmerd that the Judicial Nomination -ommission 

appoint Hon.steven Bolstad to be the next state Dishict court Judge for the gth Judicial District.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

n,J/. frffi
Anders Blewett

ABJJ

















Donny Gerhart 

Master Police Officer (RET.) 

Great Falls Police Department 

Great Falls, MT 59403 

 

September 15th, 2020 

 

Montana Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, MT 59620-3005 

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

 

Dear Commission Members: 

This letter is to show my support for Judge Steve Bolstad to be nominated and appointed to the vacancy 
in the Eight Judicial District Court of Montana. 

I have had the pleasure of knowing and working with Steve Bolstad since 2003 when he became 
employed with the Cascade County Attorney’s Office. I was a Narcotics Detective with the Great Falls 
Police Department and several of my cases were assigned to Steve for prosecution in District Court. I 
witnessed the work ethic and dedication Steve has by the numerous hours he would put in on cases and 
be available for consultation. Other detectives and I would arrive in his office and Steve would 
accommodate our questions and provide us with his knowledge to assist on some very complex and in-
depth investigations.  

I worked with Steve as a member of the Great Falls Weed and Seed Steering Committee and saw his 
passion and dedication to the citizens of Great Falls. Steve would advocate for programs and supplies 
that would help improve neighborhoods and reduce criminal activities in high crime areas of the city. 
Steve treasured being a native of Great Falls and his knowledge of the history of the city would provide 
the Steering Committee with invaluable insight on projects. Being from Great Falls also, I was impressed 
with the pride Steve showed in helping with the improvements the Weed and Seed Steering Committee 
were making in the community.  

In January 2016, I was assigned as Bailiff and witnessed how Steve handled the duties as Municipal Court 
Judge. The compassion and selflessness that I saw Judge Bolstad display to individuals appearing in front 
of him made a huge impact on me and my career. Judge Bolstad showed that taking a few minutes to 

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov


understand the circumstances that resulted in a person being involved with the legal system, helped 
with determining a solution to not only the crime committed but also to the defendants ability to 
correct their actions. Judge Bolstad would routinely celebrate with defendants when they accomplished 
life improvements and goals. In one instance, Judge Bolstad interacted with a juvenile male who 
continually found himself in court on mostly minor infractions. Judge Bolstad knew he came from a 
broken family and had very little adult supervision. Instead of dealing only with the issues involved with 
the crimes committed, Judge Bolstad took a parental position and would encourage him to enroll in 
school, find a job and become responsible for his actions. I saw this juvenile come into court just to be 
able to tell Judge Bolstad how he paid off his restitution or that he was selected to give a speech at 
group counseling. This type of empathy is evident in his interactions daily with people.  

 

Throughout my 26 years in law enforcement, I had the pleasure of working with some of the most highly 
professional and dedicated people in not only Great Falls and Montana, but throughout the western 
United States. I have to say that Steve Bolstad stands out as a person who will not only do the job as 
District Court Judge but will transform the way people view their experiences with the court.  

 

I personally and professionally recommend that Governor Steve Bullock appoint Steve Bolstad to the 
Judgeship vacancy.  

 

Thank you for considering my recommendation,  

Donny Gerhart 

    

 

 

 





September 16, 2020

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
Email: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

Re: Steve Bolstad Letter of Support

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:  

My name is Drew Blewett, and I am a partner at the law firm of Hoyt and Blewett PLLC in Great
Falls, MT.  I am writing this letter in support of Steve Bolstad respectfully requesting that the
Judicial Nomination Commission strongly consider him for Montana State District Court Judge
in Cascade County.  I first met Steve thirteen years ago when I started practicing law in Great
Falls and have always found him to be a person of sound character and great integrity. 
Throughout the course of Steve’s twenty year legal career, he has gained invaluable experience
working as a general practitioner, a deputy county attorney at the Cascade County Attorney’s
Office and serving as the Municipal Court Judge in Great Falls.  This broad spectrum of legal
experience has provided him with a unique perspective that lends itself well to serving as a State
District Court Judge where he would be responsible for making important and sometimes life-
altering decisions for people in Cascade County.    

During his time working as a deputy county attorney at the Cascade County Attorney’s Office,
Steve tried multiple jury trials and dozens of bench trials.  Few attorneys around the State can say
the same.  Needless to say, his track record confirms that he is more than prepared to take on the
challenges inherent in serving as a State District Court Judge.  

For these reasons, I wholeheartedly endorse Steve Bolstad for State District Court Judge in
Cascade County and hope that the Judicial Nomination Commission takes into careful
consideration his twenty years of legal experience in making its decision.   

Sincerely,

Drew Blewett
Attorney 
Hoyt and Blewett PLLC

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov








L A W R E N C E A . A N D E R S O N
ATTORNEY AT UW. P.C. 300 4th Street North

P.O. Box 2608
Great Falls. MT 59403-2608
Telephone (406) 727-8466
Toll Free (888)707-8466
F a x ( 4 0 6 ) 7 7 1 - 8 8 1 2
E - M a i l l a a l a w @ m e . c o n i

September 16,2020
V I A F E D E X P R E S S A N D E - M A I L ; b m c l a u t Jmt .eov

Jut j ic ial Nominat ion Commission
do Beth McLaughlin
Office of Court Administrator
301 S. Park, Suite 328
Helena, MT 59601

Re: Letter of Recommendation for: Steve Bolstad, Michele Levine, David Grubich

Dear Commission Members:

During the last 45 years practicing law in Great Falls, we have had numerous district court
judges.' Some of these people were well-respected lawyers who had extensive broad-based
experience before ascending the bench, while others did not.

What distinguishes the good district court Judges was not their broad experience in the practice
before ascending the bench. Rather, what distinguishes the good district court judges is how they
used the extraordinary power of their offices.

Prior broad professional experience is not in itself a predictor of how one will perform as a
district court judge. However, prior experience does give one an indication of how prospective
judges will use the power of their offices. But there are other means to determine how one will
use the power of their offices. How one treats the service providers in their daily lives can be a
good indication of how one will use power. And how prospective judges have used whatever
power they have in their jobs often provides a good indication of how they will use judicial
p o w e r .

None of the people in this applicant pool have prior broad professional experience that will
enable one to assess how they will use the power of judicid office in the manner in which it is
supposed to be used. Other than the personal recommendations that accompany their
applications, we have no idea how they will use their judicial power.

' An informal list from memory includes: R.J. Nelson, Paul Hatfield, Truman Bradford, Bill Coder, John
McCarvel, Joel Roth, Marge Johnson, Bob Goff, Tom McKittrick, Ken Neil, Julie Macek, Dirk Sandefur, Greg
Pinski, John Kutzman, Elizabeth Best, John Parker.



I am acquainted with three applicants who have power and who have used it in a measured,
proper way. For this reason, these applicants should have their names passed on to the governor
for his consideration.

1) Steve Bolstad presently serves as a city court judge. The people who appear in his
courtroom have been charged with engaging in publicly irresponsible behavior. These
people are often the weakest and least powerful citizens among us, Yet, Steve treats the
people in his courtroom with respect, humanism, and without cynicism. That is a hard
thing to do in his job.

2) Michcic Levine presently serves on Cascade County's zoning board. Regulatoiy
boards, generally, arc apt to be controlled by the interest that the board seeks to regulate.
In the case of zoning boards, the real estate and development industries regularly appear
before zoning boards; and as a result, zoning boards typically end up promoting the
interests of the real estate and development industries. It is hard for regulators not to align
their interests with the interests they are regulating, because the regulated interest
constantly appears before the board. Yet, Michele has consistently resisted this pressure
while serving on the Cascade County Zoning Board. This is a hard thing to do in this job.

3) David Grubich presently serves as the district court special master for family law
matters. This job often involves making decisions in contested child custody matters in
which neither side or only one side is represented. Decisions that are wrong in this
context can have lifelong devastating consequences to the children who are the victims in
these broken unions. David recognizes the importance of these decisions. This is a hard
thing to do in this job.

Thank you for consideration of this letter.

Very truly yours,

Lawrence A. Anderson
L A A / t e b



 
 
 
Judicial Nominations Commission Montana Supreme Court  
C/O Lois Menzies 
VIA EMAIL ONLY 
 
 
September 17, 2020 
 
 
Honorable Members of the Judicial Nominations Commission: 
 
It is with great honor that I recommend Steve Bolstad for the open position in the Eighth Judicial District 
Court. I have no doubt, if appointed, Judge Bolstad will continue his public service in the same way he 
has as the Municipal Court Judge.  
 
I met Judge Bolstad in April of 2019 as a newly appointed Municipal Court Judge in Helena. He was and 
continues to be my training judge. From my training I observed Judge Bolstad to be fair, honest and 
passionate about his role as Municipal Court Judge. He takes pride in his role in the Mental Health Court 
and the changes he is making in the community. Judge Bolstad has a deep understanding of addiction 
and mental health issues that arise in many of the criminal cases he sees in his community. 
 
Judge Bolstad participates at every level of the Courts of Limited Jurisdiction, from the Commission to 
training he is invested in making the judiciary, at all levels, an educated and respected profession.  
 
Judge Bolstad would take the bench in District Court ready to make the commitment to serve the Eighth 
Judicial District Court with integrity, compassion and fairness to all that appear in front of him.  
 
Thank you,  
 
 
Judge Anne Peterson  
Helena Municipal Court  
228 Broadway 
Helena, MT 59601 





Senator Carlie Boland 

1215 6th Ave North 

Great Falls, MT 59401 

 

July 26th, 2020 

 

RE: Judge Steve Bolstad 

 

 Judicial Nomination Commission, 

 

It is my honor to write to you regarding my friend, Steve Bolstad. I could not be more honored than to 
recommend and support Steve for the State Eighth Judicial District Court.  

I have known Steve for over 10 years. I originally met Steve when he was serving in the State House of 
Representatives in 2007. I was amazed at his deep concern and passion for our community and the State 
of Montana. I was so impressed with his calm, fair, and caring demeaner, and always taking the time to 
listen to the issues before him. Because of his leadership I decided to run for office myself. 

His serving in the legislature has served him well throughout his career. As a legislator he worked on 
passing laws and policies. As a judge he has had to implement those laws. Knowing both sides gives him 
a great perspective of our laws.   

Steve has been a great friend and someone I could always count on over the years.  He and his wife, 
Laura, have been an important part of this community for many years.  

It is my hope, you will take into consideration, appointing Steve Bolstad to the State Eighth Judicial 
District Court. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

Senator Carlie Boland 

 

 





From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 8:39:54 PM

​From: Eric Feaver <efeaver@mfpe.org>
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 9:46 AM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Recommendation for Appointment to 8th Judicial District Court
 
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT  59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
 
 

By this email, I urge the Judicial Nomination Commission to carefully consider

Steve Bolstad’s application to fill the vacancy in the 8th Judicial District.
 

I have known Steve for a number of years.  As a teacher and then later as a
deputy county attorney, Steve was a member of my union, now the Montana
Federation of Teachers.  On occasion I worked directly with Steve on union
matters . . . and worked with him in a different context when he served as a
state legislator for a short period of time. 
 

Steve has the kind of experience that definitely qualifies him for a judgeship. 
Montana educated, teacher, deputy county attorney, union member and
leader, legislator, community volunteer, and now a Great Falls municipal
judge.  I like that.
 

And I like Steve’s demeanor:  poised, in command, thoughtful, empathetic.  I
believe he is perfectly disposed to be a first-rate district judge. 
 

So, again, I urge the commission to give Steve your fullest consideration.  I am
pleased to make this recommendation.
 

Thank you.
 

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov
mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov


 

Eric Feaver
901 Flowerree
Helena MT  59601
efeaver@mfpe.org
 
 
 









September 16th, 2020 

To:  The Judicial Nomination Commission 

Re:  Recommending Steve Bolstad for the Eighth Judicial District Judge position 

 

For nearly twenty-five years I was a Field Representative for the Montana Education Association -
Montana Federation of Teachers (MEA-MFT), now increasingly organized into the Montana Federation 
of Public Employees (MFPE).  As a union representative working central Montana, one of my proudest 
accomplishment was to organize the Cascade County Attorney’s staff of attorneys into a local bargaining 
unit.  Working with prosecutors who diligently and even doggedly strive to protect Cascade County 
residents was an eye-opening and very positive experience.  The attorneys were all quite skilled and 
dedicated in their positions as they applied the laws to real people.  Steve Bolstad was one of those 
attorneys and from that unionizing process I have come to proudly know him.  Steve’s time as a 
prosecutor and his later move into the city court as a municipal judge has been remarkable and 
seamless. 

Since I have, over time, been in many courtrooms as a union rep, a witness, a juror, or simply an 
observer, I do have a sense of what characteristics make an effective judge.  Steve Bolstad checks off all 
the necessary judicial skills with ease; he will be a great District Judge.  My recommendation for his 
appointment to the Eighth Judicial District bench is without reservation. 

As a county prosecutor, Steve always impressed me with his preparation for and adherence to the rules 
of the courts he was in.  His reverence for the law and fairness of a courtroom has followed him into his 
current judgeship.  He has a visible respect for the court’s purpose and the fair rights of both 
prosecution and defense.  And he is human; a wise human.  I have watched him preside over cases full 
of people flawed and ill prepared, perhaps with truly ugly histories, yet he puts the law, the facts, and 
human dignity altogether to get the best possible results for all parties.   I have seen Steve actually put 
unexpected smiles on accused faces as they leave the room feeling fair treatment.   

I trust Steve to be a most effective judge as he pulls the law and the facts together and then adds 
hopeful humanity as well.  He will do a terrific job; no question.  If I can offer any useful information to 
this recommendation, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Jerry Rukavina 

 

300 24th Ave So 

Great Falls, MT, 59405 

406-459-2640, jrukavina48@gmail.com         

 



Kory Larsen 

384 McIver Road 

Great Falls, MT 59404 

prsctr@gmail.com 

 

        September 17, 2020 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, MT  59620-3005 

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

 

RE: Steve Bolstad Nomination for District Court Judge – 8th 

Judicial District 

 

 

Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission, 

 

I am writing in support of Steve Bolstad. I practiced with Steve for 

several years at the County Attorney’s Office and was co-counsel with 

him on several jury trials while we worked together. I have also 

appeared in front of Judge Bolstad in Municipal Court and have seen 

his demeanor and temperament on the bench. Steve’s professional 

abilities and experience make him the best candidate for this position. 

 

Steve has the wide range of legal experience necessary to serve as a 

District Court Judge. From my time working with Steve, I know his 

work ethic is second to none. Steve is an excellent legal writer and 

researcher. Prior to becoming a Deputy Cascade County Attorney, I was 

the Chief Prosecutor for the City of Great Falls and I am aware of the 

types of caseloads faced by District Judges and Municipal Court Judges. 

Steve likewise knows the caseload he is taking on at the District Court. 

Being a Municipal Court Judge has prepared Steve to take over a busy 

caseload. Because of his legal and judicial experience, Steve 

understands the demands placed upon a Judge better than any of the 

other candidates. 

mailto:prsctr@gmail.com


However, my support for Steve is not just based on our professional 

relationship. I have known Steve for well over a decade now and while 

work brought us together, Steve and I became friends as well as 

colleagues.  

 

As a result of our relationship I know Steve has given of himself to our 

community in many ways on various boards and non-profit 

organizations. He serves on numerous boards and committees and helps 

make Great Falls, great. Steve believes in public service and wants to 

make our community better. Steve is generous to a fault, kind to all, 

very witty and seemingly tireless. These are all very important 

characteristics for a District Court Judge. 

 

I believe Steve has the experience and temperament to be an excellent 

Judge. Please consider forwarding Steve’s name to the Governor. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kory Larsen 







GLACIER COUNTY JUSTICE COURT 
Carolyn Berkram, Justice of the Peace 

512 E. Main 
Cut Bank, MT  59427 

B.L. Martin, Clerk 
(406) 873-3631 phone 

 
 

 

CUT BANK CITY COURT 
Carolyn Berkram, City Judge 

113 E. Main 
Cut Bank, MT  59427 
Kim M. Czech, Clerk 

(406) 873-0131 phone 
 
 

 
 
September 21, 2020 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies    Email To:  mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
Re: Steven B. Bolstad – Montana Eighth Judicial District Court 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I write in support of my colleague and friend, Judge Steve Bolstad.  Steve and I first met 
in approximately 2011 when I was the Glacier County Attorney and he a deputy in the 
Cascade County Attorney’s Office.  I was having a hard time hiring a deputy and Steve 
volunteered his assistance in the event of a crisis.  A man of his word, I was out of town 
and called Steve to handle an emergency mental health commitment situation.  Nobody 
volunteers for those cases, but Steve did not hesitate.  He jumped in and handled it.    
 
Years later, I also had the opportunity to appear in front of Judge Bolstad in Great Falls 
Municipal Court.  His calendar was grueling and while I waited for my case to be called, 
I observed how he treated his staff, counsel, and defendants with patience.  He took the 
time necessary for each case – nobody was cut off.       
 
Several years later when I became the Glacier County Justice of the Peace and Cut 
Bank City Judge, I was thrilled to walk in to training and see Steve.  He answers 
questions from other judges daily by phone, email, and text.  His experience covers not 
only criminal law, but civil as well.  As recently as this past Saturday I texted him with a 
question and he responded within minutes.  He is a wealth of knowledge.   
 
Judge Steve Bolstad has shown he possesses the necessary judicial temperament and 
can manage large caseloads.  I wholeheartedly recommend him to fill the vacancy in 
the Eighth Judicial District. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carolyn Berkram 
Glacier County Justice of the Peace 
Cut Bank City Judge 











From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 8:50:28 PM

​From: Deboarah Porcarelli <dlporc@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2020 9:22 AM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment - Steven Bolstad’s appointment for the District Judge in the
8th Judicial District
 
September 21, 2020

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Committee,

I am writing/emailing in support of Steven Bolstad’s appointment for the District Court Judge
in the 8th Judicial District. I met Steve in 1992 when he began teaching high school history for
Belfry Public Schools in Belfry, Montana. I taught 4th grade in Belfry. Belfry is a small K-12
school district in south central Montana. Steve was a phenomenal educator bringing history to
life for his students. He also had many extra curricular responsibilities. I admired the way he
embraced his teaching and extra curricular responsibilities, always doing more and going
above and beyond expectations. I know Steve's former students continue to stay in contact
with him to this day. I think that is a true testament to his dedication and loyalty as an
individual and former educator.

I have known Steve Bolsatd for almost thirty years. We were professional colleagues first, but
what I cherish most is the lasting friendship we maintain. I have always followed Steve's career
after he was an educator and admire what he has done and achieved. My husband and I
moved to Great Falls in 2015 and we are happy to live in the same town as him again. I feel so
fortunate to live in a community where we could have Steve as one of our District Court
judges. His work ethic, dedication and integrity are what we deserve and need in Great Falls.

Sincerely,

DEBORAH PORCARELLI

1733 41st St S

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov


Great Falls, MT 59405
dlporc@gmail.com

mailto:dlporc@gmail.com


From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:42:41 PM

​From: Molyneaux, Keith <Keith.Molyneaux@ssa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 8:48 AM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Steven Brian Bolstad public comment (Eight Judicial District Judgeship Vacancy)
 
September 22, 2020
 
To Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission and Governor Bullock:
 
I first met Steve Bolstad in the summer of 1997 when we entered law school at the University of
Montana.  He quickly became a trusted friend and study partner, to me and many others, because
he was intelligent, friendly, approachable, and hard-working.  Everyone in our class knew and
respected Steve within the first week.  With the passage of years, I know now how rare it is to find
someone like Steve—he worked very hard to include all, and his interest in others was quite
genuine.  He truly wanted to know how people around him were doing-he asked about their
families, he asked how their classes were going, and he offered to help whenever necessary.  He
seemed to always have the time and will to help others, and that is why I believe he went on to
become a great public servant.
 
Upon law school graduation, Steve worked in the same law firm with me in Billings for a few years. 
We toiled together on our first briefs to the Montana Supreme Court, we leaned on each other to
find the courage to make our first arguments in District Court, and we spent many late nights
together working to meet deadlines.  I found him tireless, keen, jovial, and always aware of the task
at hand.  He offered criticism well, and he accepted suggestions to better himself.  He was always
reliable, and members of the firm frequently turned to Steve for help.  We have since gone on to
different employment fields, and even after 20 years have passed,  he remains the best coworker
(and friend) I ever had. 
 
In short, Steve Bolstad would make an excellent District Court Judge.  He is honest, tolerant,
inclusive, helpful, courteous, and brave—he is not afraid to make a hard decision.  He is also firm and
not shy to tell one if their actions need adjustment.  Indeed, I know of only two character flaws he
has—his love of the Minnesota Vikings and the Montana State Bobcats.  Other than those
shortcomings, which most Montanans can overlook, I believe he would never disappoint us in the
role of District Court Judge for the Eighth Judicial District.
 
Respectfully Submitted,
 
Keith Molyneaux
Billings, Montana
 

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
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From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:43:12 PM

​From: Allen Lanning <allenplanninglaw@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 12:45 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Judicial Nomination Commission c/o Lois Menzies re Steven Bolstad
 
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena MT 59620-3005

Re: Application of Steven Bolstad

Dear Commission Members:

I have practiced in front of Steven Bolstad in his role as Great Falls Municipal Court Judge since
2014. More recently, I have also occasionally served as a substitute judge in his Court. 

Based on my experiences with him in Municipal Court, and my knowledge of his previous work
as a Cascade County Deputy County Attorney, I believe that he has the breadth of experience,
judicial experience, and temperament to serve as a Montana district court judge. He is
practical, empathetic with litigants and respectful of attorneys who appear before him, and
able to handle a very significant caseload smoothly and efficiently. My legal experiences
before him have been uniformly positive. In his current role, he not only dispenses justice
evenly and promptly, but is able to analyze and improve the administration of justice
systemically. The vision to assess the effectiveness of the system of justice as a whole is a
valuable asset in a district court judge.

I believe Judge Boltad is qualified to serve as a district court judge and would be an asset to
the 8th Judicial District if he were appointed to that position, I urge you to pass on his name to
Governor Bullock for final consideration.Thank you.

Allen

-- 
Allen P. Lanning
Law Office of  Allen P. Lanning, P.C.
300 Central Avenue, Suite 500

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov


P.O. Box 544
Great Falls, MT 59403-2049
406 727-9270
406 761-1406 (fax)
 

The document(s) accompanying this fax contain confidential information which is legally privileged.   This
information is intended only for the use of the named recipient.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents
of this telecopied information except its direct delivery to the intended recipient is strictly prohibited.  If you
have received this fax in error, please notify us immediately by telephone to arrange for return of the
documents to us.



From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:43:48 PM

​From: Stacey Craig <sscraig66@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 1:04 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Judicial Nomination Commission
 
Judicial Nomination Commission
C/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
PO Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

September 22, 2020

To Whom It May Concern:

     I would like to recommend Steve Bolstad for the position of Judge for the Eighth Judicial
District.  I have known Steve for 36 years.   In this time he has been a great friend, (he was the
best man at my wedding), godfather to my children, educator with pride, successful attorney
and an awesome Municipal Judge.   He is a very loyal, hardworking, and community minded
individual.  He takes his position very seriously and with great integrity.  He would definitely be
a great choice for this position.  

     His appointment would be a positive addition to the judicial system.   I highly recommend
Steve Bolsad to be nominated for appointment by Governor Bullock.  

    Sincerely

     Stacey S. Craig
     Po Box 2413
     Colstrip, MT 
     406-899-4942

 
     

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov


From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:46:23 PM

​From: Julie Bass <julie@lajcs.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:17 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Eighth Judicial District court nominee
 
Judicial Nominating Commission
C/O Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005,
Helena, MT 59620 -3005
 
 
Dear Commission Members,
 
I am writing in support of the application of Steve Bolstad to serve as a judge in the Eighth
Judicial District Court.
 
While working as a social worker for the state of Montana, on occasion I had to accompany
youths to the
municipal court. These particular youths had no court etiquette or real understanding of the
laws they
had broken.   I witnessed Judge Bolstad’s judicial temperament and decorum. Judge Bolstad
cares
for both the law and the people in his court room.
 
I have great respect for the Eighth Judicial District Court of which I spent many days attending
Youth
in Need of Care hearings. Understanding the complexity of the cases and the overwhelming
number
cases filed each year; I believe a seasoned judge is the best fit for the extremely busy Eighth
Judicial District Court.
 
Steve Bolstad’s judicial experience and diverse law background combined with his legal
intelligence
and professional and personal ethics is a stellar candidate to serve as judge in the Eighth
Judicial District Court.
 
Sincerely,
Julie Bass LCPC
 

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
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ALEX BEAL
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
2OO WEST BROADWAY

MISSOULA, MI 59802-4292

PHONE:
FAX:

(VIA EMAIL)
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Courl Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
mts upremecourt@mt. gov

Dear Members of the Commission:

It is my pieasure to write to support the application of Steve Bolstad for
nomination to the 8th Judicial District Court.

I first met Judge Bolstad in his capacity as a training judge for the courts of
limited jurisdiction. Judge Bolstad's compassion and knowledge of the law
were immediately obvious and over the past few years I have come to
appreciate his counsel. Judge Bolstad is well-respected and has
demonstrated professionalism as a municipal courl judge. He would make a

fine addition to the district court ranks.

Sincer

lex Beal
Justice of the Peace, Dept. 1

1406) 2s8-3470
(406) 258-3928

MISSOULA
COUNTY







From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:42:10 PM

​From: Stacy McKittrick <CLEMENTS0699@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2020 11:30 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Steve Bolstad Nomination
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office Of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
mt.supremecourt@mt.gov
 

RE:  Judge Steve Bolstad, 8th Judicial District Court Judge Applicant
 
Dear Commission Members,
 
Please consider this letter in support of Great Falls Municipal Judge Steve Bolstad’s application for
appointment as District Court Judge in the Eighth Judicial District.  I have known Judge Bolstad for
approximately sixteen years.  During Judge Bolstad’s time as a prosecutor in the Cascade County
Attorney’s Office, we frequently litigated cases as opposing counsel.  I respected his ability to grasp
the facts, the law, and take positions, whether in legal briefing or oral argument.  Our relationship
has always been one of professional courtesy and mutual respect.
 
Judge Bolstad has a breadth of legal experience that he would bring to the bench as a District Court
Judge.  Along with the aforementioned experience in criminal law, Judge Bolstad has experience in
general civil litigation, and currently serves as Great Falls Municipal Court Judge.  Judge Bolstad has
served on a number of boards and committees and is deeply vested in the future of Great Falls and
Cascade County.  His experience with the Native American population and those in our community
with mental health needs is a perspective that any District Court Judge should have.  I have also seen
Judge Bolstad understand and recognize that mistakes, particularly mistakes made by our youths,
can and should be used as learning experiences which form the building blocks of a better future.
 
Judge Bolstad’s honesty and integrity are unquestioned.  He is ethical, competent, and highly
motivated to do the difficult work of a District Court Judge.  Judge Bolstad knows that a Court’s
decisions have lifelong ramifications for multiple individuals.  I trust that as a District Court Judge,
Judge Bolstad will afford all parties the ability to put forth their respective positions, and employ a
decision making process that adheres scrupulously to the facts and law before him.  Please consider
forwarding Judge Bolstad’s name on to the Governor for further consideration.
 
 

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov
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Very truly yours,
 
Matthew T. McKittrick
Attorney At Law
1009 Choteau  Avenue NE
Great Falls, MT, 59404
 
 
Sent from Mail [go.microsoft.com] for Windows 10
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986__;!!GaaboA!6qG-Gu7RKNv6HQ5YdubDCjsfZvcPnUVqjFnzwY_-f7wnHbX9IXxEhlm8pVBb668Vp8n5$


September 23, 2020

Judicial Nomination Commission EMAILED TO lmenzies@mt.gov & mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

C/O Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Eighth Judicial District Court Vacancy - Applicant: Steve Bolstad 

Dear Ms. Menzies and Commission Members::

I write to recommend Steve Bolstad’s application for appointment to Montana’s Eighth Judicial
District Court.  I have known Steve, both personally and professionally, for more than two decades. 
Steve possesses the intelligence, work ethic, and integrity required of a top-notch Judge.  

I first got to know Steve during our time as students at the University of Montana School of Law. 
Steve has always been passionate about the law, and he understands the importance of the legal
profession to promote justice in our society.  For several years, I practiced law in the same
community as Steve and had the opportunity to observe him providing excellent legal representation
for a very diverse group of Montana citizens.  For the past several years, Steve has served the same
community as a Municipal Court Judge where he has earned the respect of the legal community as
well as the public.  

Apart from his legal practice and judicial service, Steve Bolstad also contributes valuable time and
resources to the betterment of his community.  I have no doubt he would serve Montana well as a
Judge in the Eighth Judicial District Court. I urge you to nominate Steve Bolstad for consideration
by Governor Bullock for the position.  

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Mark M. Kovacich
MMK:dak

mailto:lmenzies@mt.gov
mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov


 

 

September 21, 2020 

 

Montana Supreme Court:  

It gives me great pleasure to offer this letter of recommendation on behalf of Steve Bolstad for District 
Court Judge.  I have had the privilege of knowing Steve for 15+ years as a neighbor, a friend and I have 
observed him multiple times as our Municipal Court Judge.  Steve is fair, genuine and brings natural 
leadership along with his invaluable experience. 

I am sure that Judge Bolstad’s prior experience as a Deputy County Attorney and Municipal Court Judge 
will guide him through any new challenges.  I fully recommend Steve Bolstad, with the utmost 
confidence, and I know he will continue to serve our community with unwavering commitment and 
dedication. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marsha J. Wilson 
3105 4th Ave N. 
Great Falls, Mt 59401 
Mjwilson22@aol.com 
406-781-6327 

mailto:Mjwilson22@aol.com


From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:21:56 PM

​From: Koffler, Dean
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 4:58 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: 8th Judicial District Comment re Steven Bolstad
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission,
 

I am writing regarding the nomination of Steven Brian Bolstad to the 8th Judicial District Court. I had
the opportunity to practice almost exclusively in front of Judge Bolstad for roughly two years
between 2015 and 2017 and have handled hundreds of cases in his Court. Based on my experiences
in the Great Falls Municipal Court with Judge Bolstad presiding I do not believe he has the
temperament to be a district court judge and I would respectfully request you consider one of the
other candidates.
 
I have been employed with the Montana Office of the Public Defender for almost five years. The first
two years of my job involved handling municipal court cases exclusively. During that time I handled
hundreds of misdemeanor cases including several jury trials and countless bench trials. The vast
majority of those cases and contested hearings were presided over by Judge Bolstad. Taken together
I was in Judge Bolstad’s court at least every other day for roughly two years. Since then I have
practiced as a public defender in the Cascade County Justice Court and the Cascade County District
Court.
 
My primary concerns with Judge Bolstad being appointed to the district court vacancy are his
temperament during judicial proceedings, how he treats defendants and attorneys, and how he
handles difficult contested matters. I cannot count the number of times Judge Bolstad seemed to
lose his temper and yell at the litigants for a variety of reasons. My other big concern is that it
seemed that Judge Bolstad would take things personally on occasion to an extent I have not seen
with the other judges. While Judge Bolstad would often apologize later if things got too heated, the
damage was usually done at that point. On a couple of occasions Judge Bolstad held my clients on
misdemeanor cases without bond which I did not believe was allowed. Judge Bolstad would usually
reverse course a day or two later, but again it was difficult to deal with the uncertainty of his rulings
in hotly contested matters.
 
All of that being said I also want to mention that recently Judge Bolstad has been very polite to me
personally and I have not experienced some of the things I saw a few years ago. I understand it has
been a while since I have practiced primarily in Municipal Court however I wanted to make the
commission aware of my past interactions with Judge Bolstad. Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dean Koffler
Assistant Public Defender
Montana Office of the Public Defender

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov






 
 
September 24, 2020 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Re:  Eighth Judicial District Judgeship Vacancy (Cascade County) 
  
Dear Commission Members: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for Steve Bolstad, Dave Grubich 
and Michele Levine for the position of District Judge for Montana’s Eighth 
Judicial District. Each of these candidates has the experience, expertise 
and temperament to be an outstanding district judge. 
 
I’ve had the pleasure to know all of these candidates personally and 
professionally over many years. In addition to being talented, hard-working 
and experienced lawyers, each candidate has a calm, even temperament 
and possesses a sincere respect for our justice system.  I have no doubt 
that whomever is appointed to the bench by Governor Bullock from this 
impressive ‘short list’ will bring all of these important qualities to work each 
day as a District Judge for Cascade County. 
 
For all of the above reasons, I support these three candidates’ applications 
for this important judgeship without reservation and respectfully urge the 
Commission to submit their names for consideration by Governor Bullock.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael J. George 





From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:15:56 PM

From: Marie Vossberg <marievossberg@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:36 AM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 8th JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDGE APPLICANT - Steven Brian Bolstad
 
​Judicial Nomination Commission,

Please consider my input on selecting Steven Brian Bolstad for the position of District
Court Judge of the Eight Judicial District:

I have personally known Steve Bolstad for over 30 years.  He and his wife, Laura, are
close friends to my sister and her husband; through them I have become a good
friend and supporter.  Steve is fair, honest, and community oriented. I remember
conversing with Steve and he commented he would rather have low level offenders in
his court learn from their mistakes, perform community service, and become good
citizens rather than throw into the jail system. Steve will advocate for mediation when
available vs court litigation (divorce). Steve will be a great asset to the Eighth Judicial
District as he is fair, honest, compassionate, smart, and a leader in the community.  

Please select Steven Bolstad to the District Court Judge of the Eight Judicial District

Thank you,

Marie Snodgrass, 
Former resident of Cascade County and MSU graduate

612-910-1735
1101 Crystal Ct
Chaska, MN  55318

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov








P.O. Box 2413 
Colstrip, MT 59323 
 

September 22, 2020       

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Subject: 8th Judicial District Judge Appointment 

Dear Distinguished Judicial Nomination Commission Members, 

It’s my honor and pleasure to recommend that Steve Bolstad be nominated for appointment by 
Governor Bullock as the next 8th Judicial District Judge. I’ve been very fortunate to have known and been 
a friend of Steve’s since attending junior high with him in Great Falls. Steve comes from a hardworking 
Montana family who instilled in him from a young age the highest principles of integrity and honesty. He 
genuinely cares about people and easily connects with others from all walks of life both professionally 
and personally. It’s through this connection with others that Steve has and is able to express his beliefs 
and opinions to people with opposing views without compromising his principles or creating feelings of 
animosity.  

If appointed judge, I’m sure Steve will be open-minded to the views of other parties, and principled in 
upholding the requirements of the position in making the best decisions possible.  Steve works hard to 
always do what’s right even though it may be difficult or not popular. He is very analytical in the manner 
he approaches problems, but not to the point where he won’t make a needed decision. Steve doesn’t 
shy away from difficult situations, and works tirelessly to address issues that have contributed to these 
situations.   

Thank you for considering my recommendation in nominating Steve Bolstad as the next 8th Judicial 
District Judge. I’m confident Steve will be a huge asset in this position and serve to the best of his ability. 

Sincerely, 

 

Steven J. Craig 

 



From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bolstad
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:16:32 PM

​From: Shea, Jim
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:11 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: Recommendation for Steve Bolstad for Eighth Jud. Dist. Court Vacancy
 
Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission:
 
            It is my pleasure to write in support of Steve Bolstad’s application for
appointment to the Cascade County District Court.  Steve has been a personal friend
since we first met at the beginning of our freshman year of college at U of M.  During
nearly all of Steve’s tenure as Great Falls Municipal Court Judge, I have also had the
opportunity to observe the exceptional work he has done on the bench in my capacity
as a Supreme Court Justice.  Therefore, I feel I have a unique perspective to
comment on how his personal and professional qualities intersect to make him an
excellent candidate for the District Court.
 
            In the thirty-five-plus years I have known Steve, I have known him to be an
individual of character, integrity, and compassion—qualities that are all essential to
being a good judge.  Steve is also Great Falls to the bone.  He has always taken
great pride in his community and, as is well-demonstrated by his history of service to
the people of Cascade County, his is committed to his hometown.
 
            Montana has exceptional judges serving our courts of limited jurisdiction, and
Steve is a prime example of that exceptionalism.  Serving as a municipal court judge
in a city the size of Great Falls is the very definition of being “in the trenches.”  Steve
has handled the job admirably.  He is prepared, he is knowledgeable, he works hard,
and he demonstrates compassion and judgment.  He would bring those same
qualities to the very challenging position of District Court Judge.
 
            You have a list of impressive candidates for this position, and I do not envy
the task you have in front of you.  But as he has already demonstrated by his six
years of service on the Municipal Court, and by his years of service as a practicing
attorney before that, Steve has the personal and professional qualities to serve as an
excellent District Court Judge.  I highly recommend that his application be passed on
to Governor Bullock. 
 
            Thank you for your service and your important work on this Commission.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Shea
 

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov


James Jeremiah Shea

Justice

Montana Supreme Court
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