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September 7, 2020 
 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005  
 

Re:   Letter of Recommendation 
        Palmer Arthur Hoovestal 

 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
 I strongly support the nomination of Palmer A. Hoovestal for the position of 
district court judge for the First Judicial District (Broadwater and Lewis and Clark 
Counties).   
 
 I have known Mr. Hoovestal for well over two decades. I worked with him in 
criminal cases, organizational matters, and bar activities throughout the years. No 
matter the task, he is always prepared: well versed in the law and fully conversant 
with the facts. He respects people no matter what their station or calling. Palmer’s 
pursuit of justice despite the adversarial nature of the system is the hallmark of his 
practice and his life. He is a vocal advocate for reason seeking the best result in a fair 
and professional manner. His years as a successful practitioner bolster his academic 
credentials and make him well suited to be a judge. 
 
 Palmer Hoovestal’s challenging and diverse life experiences enhance his 
qualifications for the rigors of judgeship. He is more than qualified to fill the seat to 
be vacated by Judge James Reynolds. 
  
      Respectfully, 
 
 
 
      ANTHONY R. GALLAGHER 
       
ARG/mm 

BY EMAIL ONLY  
 



1

Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 9:42 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Hoovestal

From: Michael Swingley <mswingley@lccountymt.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 3:28 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Palmer Hoovestal  
  
TO:  Judicial Candidates Commission, 
        c/o Lois Menzies. 
  
Re: Palmer Hoovestal 
  
I wish to recommend Palmer Hoovestal for the open District  Court Judge position, First Judicial District Court. I have 
known Mr. Hoovestal for many years and have had the pleasure of  having him practice before me for 10 years. In that 
time I have come to view Mr. Hoovestal as an attorney that always portrays himself as a consummate professional. Mr. 
Hoovestal is passionate about seeking justice for his clients and comes to court with well prepared and organized cases. 
His many years of knowledge, practicing in the State, local and Federal Courts makes him highly qualified for the position 
opened by the retirement of Judge James Reynolds. Mr. Hoovestal is a long time resident of Helena and a pillar of the 
professional community here. He is well respected by other attorneys and judges and is well known in the judicial 
system.  I would be very satisfied with Mr. Hoovestal sitting in that open position and I request that the committee take 
him under serious consideration. 
  
Respectfully, 
Mike Swingley 
  





From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Hoovestal
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 7:00:59 PM

From: Craig Shannon, 406-542-7500, 240 East Spruce Street, Missoula, Montana 59802
<craigkevinshannon@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 10:28 AM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Palmer Hoovestal for the position of district court judge for the First Judicial
District (Broadwater and Lewis and Clark Counties).
 

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT  59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

TO: Judicial Candidates Commission, c/o Lois Menzies

Re: Palmer Hoovestal 

I wish to recommend Palmer Hoovestal for the open District Court Judge position,
First Judicial District Court. I am a practicing lawyer and have known Palmer in that
capacity since 1993. What I have observed in Palmer after all these years is his passion
to seek justice for his clients while maintaining a sense of calm throughout that process
reflecting a work ethic and temperament necessary to be an effective judge. Palmer is
prepared and organized in the way he presents himself and his cases. This, along with
his many years of knowledge, practicing in the State, local and Federal Courts makes
him highly qualified to sit and act as a judge for his community. Mr. Hoovestal has
earned the respect of his fellow residents and peers in Helena where he is recognized
as a pillar of the professional community. I request that the committee take him under
serious consideration when considering who to nominate for this position.
Respectfully,

Craig Shannon

Craig Kevin Shannon
240 East Spruce Street
Missoula, Montana 59802
USA

mailto:LMenzies@mt.gov
mailto:kcook@mt.gov
mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov


voice 406-542-7500

(fax 503-715-9911)
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September 19, 2020 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO BOX 203005 
Helena, MT 59620 
  
 Re:  Palmer Hoovestal 
 
Dear Commission:  
 
I write to recommend Palmer Hoovestal for the open District Court Judge 
position in the First Judicial District Court.  
 
I have known Palmer several years. I first met him at a CLE in Bozeman. Then, 
we separately represented co-defendants in a serious felony case in Lewis and 
Clark County. I have also had numerous interactions with Palmer at various 
courthouses and CLE’s throughout Montana.  
 
In every experience that I have had with Palmer, I found him to always be 
professional, well-prepared, and passionate about seeking justice for his 
clients. As a younger attorney, I have also really appreciated Palmer’s 
willingness to share his experience and advice with me.  
 
Palmer would be an excellent and revered district court judge. I respectfully 
ask that the Committee take Palmer under serious consideration when 
deciding who to nominate for this position.  
 

Sincerely, 
ABIGAIL ROGERS LAW, PLLC 

 
       /s/ Abigail Rogers  
 
       Abigail Rogers 

Attorney/Owner  
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Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, MT  59620-3005 

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

Re: Palmer Hoovestal 

Dear Commission Members: 

I write in strong support for the nomination of Palmer A. Hoovestal for the open District Court 
Judge position, First Judicial Court. 

I have had the privilege of knowing Mr. Hoovestal for 35+ years, both professionally and 
personally. In this time Palmer has always been honest and trustworthy, holding himself and 
those around him to the highest standards. 

ll prepared and versed in the 
subject matter at hand. Adding insight and professionalism to an oft chaotic work environment.  

Palmer brings the same things that make him outstanding in his field to his personal life and 
relationships.  

 His drive and integrity have allowed him to be successful in his endeavors. I believe these are 
things that would make Mr. Palmer Hoovestal an excellent choice for District Court Judge.  

  
Sincerely, 

Jim Ferriter 
Construction Operations Manager 
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