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LC 1785/01

A JUIAT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES OF THe STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL ReSOURCES AND CONSERVATION 70 DO
EVERYTHING PGSSIBLE ADMINISTRATIVELY TO SPE:D UP TH INITIAL
COMPILATION OF ©&£XISTING WATER RIGHTS AND TO EXPEDITE THE
ADJUDICATION OF WATER RIGHTSs PARTICULARLY AGRICULTURAL

RIGHTSe

WHEREASe there are currently great demands being placed
on the use and flow of water occurring in the.State of
Montanas and these demands will intensify in future years;
and

WHEREASS it is imperative for the purpose of
ef fectively planning and providing for the use of surface—
and groundwater occurring in the State of Montana to make an
up-to-gate inventory of existing rights of use and to make
reservations of such water; and

WHEREASy the present process of adjudicating water
rights in the State of Montana under the 1973 wWater Use Act
is proceeding at an extremely slow paces and it has been
projected that completion of the adjudication at the present

rate will take more than 100 years; and
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LC 17385/01

MHEREAS» the Legislature feels that additionasl
direction from the Legislature to the Departmemt of Hatural
Resources and Conservation would expedite the preliminary
compilation of existing water rights in the states while
also recoynizing and accepting the fact that such a

preliminary compiiation will necessarily contain a degres of

iNaccuracya

NOWe THEREFOREs BE 1T RESULVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESEMTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Departaent aof Natural Resources and
Conservation is directed to use every administrative aeans
possible to speed up the initial compilation of existing
water rights in the State of Montanas particularly
agricultural water rightss and to ensure that water is
reserved for future wuse in HMontanas Such action shall
inciude but not be limited to:

{1) requesting that wvoluntary declarations of all
existing riyhts and applications for reservations be filed
with the department by each claimant of a rignt or potential
applicant for a reservatione The declarastions shall contain
as much detail as possible concerning the claimed rights but
in no case shall the department require official
verification of such declared right before filing ite

{2) advertising through the news media and other
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available means the request for declarations of claimed
rights and applications for reservations and also conducting
an educational campaign to alert water users of the
requested filings and the need for obtaining and maintaining
a central inventory cf water rigyhts within the State of
Hontanas.

BE IT FURTHER RESULVEDs that tne Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation is directed to do everything
possible administratively to expedite the adjudication of
water rightss particularly agricultural rightss including
the acceptance of claims of groundwater rights and water
rights in small livestock reservoirs without extensive field
investigation of such claimses and such other measures as the
department considers feasible in expediting the adjudic tion
proceeding in the courtse.

3E 1T FURTHER RESOLVEOe that copies of this resolution
be sent by the Secretary of the Senate to the Governors the
Director of the Department of nNatural Resources and
Conservations and each Oistrict Judge in the State of
Montanae

~End-
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Approved by Cogmittee
on Agrisulture Livestock
& Irrigation

YM— JOINT RESOLUTION NUe E y

A JUINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HDUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THe STATc OF MONTARA DIRECTING THE
DEPARTMENT OFf NATURAL RcSOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO DO
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE AUMINISTRATIVELY TO SPEcD WP THe INITIAL
COMPILATION OF EXISTING WATER RIGHTS AND TO EXPEDITE THE
ADJUDICATION OF WATER RIGHTSy PARTICULARLY AGRICULTURAL

KIGHTS

WHEREASe there are currently great demands being placed
an the use and flow of water occurring in the State of
Montanas and these demands will intensify in futur; years;
and

WHEREASy it is imperative for the purpose of
effectively planning and providing for the use of surface—
and groundwater occurring in the State of Montana to make an
up—-to-date inventory of existing rights of use and to make
reservations of such water3 and

WHEREASy the present process of adjudicating water
rights in the State of Montana under the 1973 sater Use Act
is proceeding a3t an extremely slow paces and it has obDeen
projected that completion of the adjudication at the present

rate will take wore than 100 years; and

SECOND READING
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WHEREASS the Legislature feels that additianal
direction from the Legisiature to the Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation would expedite the preliminary
compilation of existing water rights in the states while
also recoygnizing and accepting the fact that such a
preliminary compilation will necessarily contain a degree of

iNaccuracye

NOWs THEREFOREs BE IT RESOLVED BY FTHE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation is directed to use every administrative means
possible to speed up the initial compilation of existing
water vrights in the State of Montanas particularly
agricultural water rightse and to ensure that water is
reserved for future wuse in Montana. Such action shall
include but not be limited to:

{1) requesting that voluntary declarations of all
existing rights and applications for reservations be filed
with the department by each claimant of a right or potential
applicant for a reservatione. The declarations shall contain
as much detail as possible concerning the claimed rightsy but
in no case shall the departaent require official
verification of such declared right before filing ite

{2) advertising througn the news media and other
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available means the request for declarations of claimed
rights and applications for reservations and also conducting
an educational campaign to alert water users of the
requested filings and the need for obtaining and maintaining
a central inventory of water rights within the State of
Hontanae

BE IT FURVTHER RESULVEDs that tne Department of Natural
Hesources and Conservation is directed to do everything
possible administratively to expedite the adjudication of
water rightss particularly agricultural rightss including
the acceptance of <claims of groundwater rights and water
rights in small livestock reservoirs without extensive field
investigation of such claimss and such other measures as the
department considers feasible in expediting the adjudication
pféceeding in the courts.

8E IT FURTHER RESOLYEDe that copies of this resolution
be sent by the Secretary of the 5Senate to the Governors the
Director of the ODepartment of Natural Resources and
Conservationsy and each Uistrict Judge in the S5State of
Montana.

-End-
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vjii;qaﬁZi;___ JUINT RESULUTION AU ﬁ/j)
INTRODUCED oY ﬁZZfZ s

A JUINT  RESOLUTIOM OF THE SENATE AND THE’ EﬂUSE oF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTARA DIRECTING THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO DO
EVERYTHING PGSSIBLE ADMINISTRATIVELY TO SPE:D UP THE INITIAL
COMPILATION OF EXISTING WATER RIGHATS AND TG EXPEGIT: THE
ADJUDICATION OF WATER RIGHTSy PARTICULARLY AGRICULTURAL

RIGHTS,

WHEREASs there are currently great demands being placed
on the use and flow of water occurring in the State of
Montanas and these demands will intensify in Ffuture vyears;
and

WHEREAS e it is imperative for the purpose of
effectively planning and providing for the use of surface-
and aroundwater occurring in the State of Montana to make an
up-to—-date inventory of existing rights of use and to make
reservations of such water; and

WHEREASy the present process of adjudicating water
rights in the State of Montana under the 1973 sater Use Act
is proceeding at an extremely slow paces and it has been
projected that completion of the adjudication at the present
rate will take wmore than 100 years; and
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ﬁHEREAS, the Legislature feels that additional
direction from the Legislature to the Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation would expedite the prelimipary
compilation of existing water rights in &the statey while
also recognizing and accepting the fact that such a
preliminary compilation will necessarily contain a degree of

inaccuracye.

NOWe THEREFOREe BE 1T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Departaent of Natural Resources and
Conservation is gdirected to use every administrative means
possible to speed up the initial compilation of existing
water rights in the State of Montanas particularly
agricultural water rightss and to ensure that water is
reserved for future use in Montanae Such action shall
include but not be limited to:

{1) requesting that voluntary declarations of all
existing riyhts and applications for reservations be filed
with the department by each claimant of a right or potential
applicant for a reservatione The declarations shall contain
as much detail as possible concerning the claimed rights but
in no case shall the department require official
verification of such declared right before filing ite

(2} advertising through the news media and other
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available means the request for declarations of clsimed
rights and applications for reservations and also conducting
an educational campaign to alert water users of the
requested filings and the need for obtaining and maintaining
8 central inventory of water rights within the State of
MHontanae.

BE IT FURTHER RESULVEDs that the Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation is directed to do everything
possible administratively to expedite the adjudication of
water rightss particularly agricultural rightse including
the acceptance of <claims of groundwater rights and water
rights in small livestock reservoirs without extensiv field
investigation of such claimss and such other measures as the
department considers feasible in expediting the adjudication
proceeding in the courtse.

BE ET FURTHER RESOLVEDs that copies of this resolution
be sent by the Secretary of the Senate to the Governors the
Director of the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservations and each Oistrict Judge in the State of
kontanae

—End-



Hougﬁ'bF REPRESENTATIVES -’
APRIL 15, 1977

Committee of the Whole Amendment to SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.48, third
reading copy, as follows:

1. Amend pages 2 and 3, lines 25 through 2 on page 3.
Following:" (2)"

Strike: "advertising through the news media and other available means
the request for declarations of claimed rights and applications for
reservations and also"

AS AMENDED BE
CONCURRED 1IN




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
April 15, 1977

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT TO SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.
AS FOLLOWS:

1. Amend page 2, lines 21 through 24,

Following: "shall"

Strike: 1lines 21 through 24 in their entirety
Insert: "conform to the requirements of 89-872(2)."

AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN

AMENDMENTS PASSED SECOND READING; BILL FAILED

48,
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SJR C048B/02

SENMATE JOINT RESOLUTION ND. 48
INTRODUCED BY COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,

LIVESTOCKs AND IRRIGATION — GRAHAM

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION T DO
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE ADMINISTRATIVELY TO SPEED UP THE INITIAL
COMPILATION OF EXISTING WATER RIGHTS AND TO EXPEDITE THE
ADJUDICATION OF WATER RIGHTSy PARTICULARLY AGRICULTURAL
RIGHTS.

WHEREASy there are currently great demands being placed
on the use and flow of water occurring in the State of
Montanas and these demands will intensify in future vyears;
and

AHEREASy it is imperative for the purpose of
effectively planning and providing for the use of surface-
and qroundwater occurring in the State of Montana to make an
up-to-date inventory of existing rights of use and to make
reservations of such water; and

WHEREASy the present process of adjudicatina water
rights in the State of Montana under the 1973 Water Use Act
is proceeding at an extremely slow paces and it has been

projected that completion of the adjudication at the present
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SJR 0048702

rate will take more than 100 years; and

WHEREAS, the Leaislature feels that additional
direction from the Legislature to the Department of: Naturail
Resources and Conservation would expedite the preliminary
compilation of existing water rights in the statey while
aiso recognizing and accepting the fact that such a
preliminary compilation will necessarily contain a degree of

inaccuracys.

NOWs THEREFOREe BE 1T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation is directed to use every administrative wmeans
possible to speed up the initial compilation of existing
water vrights in the State of Montanas particularly
agricultural water riaghtsy and to ensure that water is
reserved ‘or future use in Montana. Such action shall
include but not be limited to:

{1} requesting that voluntary declarations of all
existing rights and applications for reservations be filed
with the department by each claimant of a right or potential
applicant for a reservations The declarations shall contain
as—much-deta+i-as-posstbte—concerning-the-ctaimed-—riahty-bue
in--no—-case-——shati-—-the———department———reguire——officiot

ver+fication—-eof--sueh-——dectared-—riaht--before——fitina—its

-2 SJR 48
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LONFORM _TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF 89-872{2)e

(2) edvertising——through——the——news-——media—and——other
avatiable——means—the——request——for—-dectarations—of-cioimed
riqghts—and-applicationa-fer—reservations—and-atse conductina
an educational campaion to alert water users of the
requested filings and the need for obtaininag and maintaining
a central inventory of water rights within the State of
Montanae

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Department of Natural
Resources and <Conservation is directed to do everything
possible administratively to expedite the adjudication of
water rightss particularly agricultural rightsey including
the acceptance of claims of qroundwater rights and water
rights in small livestock reservoirs without extensive field
investigation of such claimss and such other measures as the
department considers feasible in expediting the adjudication
proceeding in the courtse

Bt IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that copies of this resolution
be sent by the Secretary of the Senate to the Governory the
Director of the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservationy and each District Judge in the State of
Montanae

-End~
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