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J~ JOINT RESOLUTION HOo .u. 
INTRODUCED BY C:r"~ 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HQUjE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA DIRECTING THE 

GOVERNOR TO REQUEST THE U~ITEO STATES STATE DEPARTMENT TO 

URGE THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TO PRICE GAS SO AS To REFLECT 

THE VA~YlNG COMPETITIVE CONDITIONS IN THE DIFFERENT MARKET 

AREAS. 

WHEREAS, the Honouraole Alastair Gillespie• Minister of 

Energy, Hines and Resources, on May lBo 1976, indicatad to 

the Canadian House of Com~ons that it ~as tha Canadian 

Government's desire to set the export price of natural gas 

to reflect the varying competitive conditions in the 

different market areas; and 

WHEREAS, the United States State Department in advance 

consultations ~ith Canadian officials expressed a strong 

preference for a single average border price; and 

WHEREAS, under the Canadian pricing theory. tne border 

price to the consu~ers of Montana would be i1o80 ?er ~iliion 

Btu's and under the State Department's theory the price to 

Montana consumers would ba 51o94 per million dtu•s; and 

WHEREAS, effective January 1, 1977, the border ~rice 

25 was raised to $1.94 per million B~u•s; and 
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WHEREAS, this latter 

conform to the United 

action 

States 

u: 1430/01 

was taken in order to 

Govern•ent•s wish2s but 

conflicts with sound economic pricing theory and is counter 

to the Canadian Government's expressed policy to insure as 

far as possible that its export gas be priced in relation to 

alternative available sources in the market concerned. 

NOWo THEREFORE, BE IT RESOlVED SY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

That these bodies concur in the Canadian reasoning and 

reject the reasoning expressed by the United States State 

Department. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Governor request that 

the United States Congress, United States State Departaent, 

and all other appropriate Federal agencies and departments 

do all things necessary and proper to influence the Canadian 

Government to reconsider its action and lower the 

Canadian-Montana border price of natural gas from S1o/4 to 

$1.80 per ~illion Btu's. 

SE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution 

should be sent to Unit~d States Senators lee Metcalf and 

John Nelcher, United States Representatives Max daucus and 

Ron Harlenee, and to the United States State Department. 

-End-

-2- 8J;f£t 


