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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THOSE 

STATE AGE~CIES REQUIRED TO PREPARE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

STATEMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS TO MINIMIZE DUPLICATION OF 

EFFORT, EXPENSE, AND TIME SPENT IN THEIR PREPARATION. 

WHEREAS, various environmental 1 aws in Montana• 

including the •Montana Environ•ental Pol icy Act"• the •Major 

Facility Siting Act•, and the "Subdivision and Platting 

Act•, require state agencies to prepare environaental impact 

statements and assessments to inform the public of possible 

adverse environmental effects of various projects; and 

WHEREAS, over the years these impact statements have 

grown too cumbersome, lengthyt and costly in relation to 

their social value; and 

WHEREAS, it is unnecessary to duplicate studies of 

similar aspacts of resource factors with each study; and 

WHEREAS, many Montana citizens, who should be the 

pri•ary beneficiaries of these iiDpact statements, are unaole 

23 to pierce the veil of bureaucratic jargon that enshrouds the 

24 reports. 

25 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 

LC 0072/01 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BV THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

2 OF REPR~SENTATIYES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

3 Ill That those state agencies charged with 

4 participating in the environmental impact statement process. 

5 particularly the Departments of Natural Resources and 

6 Conse~vation, Health and Environmental Sciences, Highways. 

1 Fish and Game, Community Affairs, and State lands and the 

6 Environmental Quality Council take im•ediate measures to 

9 simplify and sinimize the cost of these reports. 

10 (2) That in order to avoid duplication of material on 

ll particul.;r aspects of environiiiE!ntal proble"'s in si.,i lar 

12 reports, the above-cited agencies cooperate in providing 

13 summaries of these reports to interested and affected 

14 citizens who request them. 

15 (3) That the lead agencies supply the full reports 

16 only to directly affected parties and to the public 

17 libraries and county clerk and recorders of ~ach county 

lB affected, thereby preventing a needless waste of state 

19 resources. 

20 (4) That copies of this resolution be sent to the 

21 state agencies enumerated herein by the Secretary of State. 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Natura]_ Resources 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 14 

INTRODUCED BY STORY, HURRAY, OUNKLE, 

ROSKJEo GALTo DOVERo FLYNN, BOYLAN, BlAYLOCK 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THOSE 

STATE AGENCIES REQUIRED TO PREPARE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

STATEMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS TO MINIMIZE DUPLICATIO~ OF 

EfFORT, EXPENSEo AND TIME SPENT IN THEIR PREPARATION. 

WHEREAS, various environMental laws in Mont. ana, 

including the •Montana Environmental Policy Act•, the 

•MONTANA Major Facility Siting Act•, and the ·~AHA 

Subdivision and Platting Actr, require state agencies to 

prepare environmental impact ~tatements and assessments to 

inform the public of possible adverse environmental effects 

of various p~ojects; and 

WHEREAS, over the years these impact statements have 

grown too cumbersome, lengthy• and costly in relation to 

their social value; and 

WHEREAS, it is unnecessary to duplicate studies of 

similar aspPcts of resource factors with each study; and 

WHEREAS, many Montana citizens, who should b2 the 

primary beneficiaries of these impact statements. are unable 

to pierce the veil of bureaucratic jargon that enshrouds the 
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reports. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(l) That those state agencies charged with 

participating in the environ-ental impact state~ent process. 

particularly the Departments of Natural Resources and 

Conservation, Health and Environmental Sciences, Highways, 

Fish and Ga•e• Co•munity Affairso and State Lands and the 

Environmental Quality Council take im•ediate measures to 

simplify and •inimize the cost of these reports. 

(2) That in order to avoid duplication of material on 

particular aspects of environmental problems in siailar 

reports, the above-cited agencies cooperate in providing 

summaries of these reports to interested and affected 

citizens who request them. 

(31 That the lead agencies supply tne full re~orts 

only to directly affected parties and to the public 

1 ibraries and county clerk and recorders of each county 

affected, thereby preventing a needless waste of state 

resources. 

tiL.....!HAL!tiLUA.Q-AGENCIES AVOID THE ~IJ.tl.U.lllmi _ _Qf 

tRRORu __ Q~.HO!i.S.L-_Ati.Q __ !HllA K E S 0 F P !l.fllQ!l~_u'l.IRONME Nlll. 

l!if.~LSJ:A TEH.ufli.._ 

t~tL2l That copies of this resolution be sent to the 

-2- SJR 14 
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state agencies enu•erated herein by the Secretary of State. 

-End-

-3- SJR 14 



' 

45th.Legislature S..JR 0014/02 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SENATE .JOINT RESOLUTION NOo 14 

INTROOUCED BY STORY, MURRAYo OUNKlEo 

ROSKIEo GAllo OOVERo fLYNNo BOYLANo BLAYLOCK 

A JOINT RESOLUTION 

REPRESENTATIVES OF 

OF 

THE 

THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE Of 

STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THOSE 

STATE AGENCIES 

STATEMENTS AND 

REQUIRED TO 

ASSESSMENTS 

PREPARE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

TO MINIMIZE DUPLICATION Of 

EFFORT, EXPENSEo AND TIME SPENT IN THEIR PREPARATION. 

WHEREAS, various environMental 

ineluding the •Montana Environ.ental 

1 aws in 

Policy 

Montana, 

Act.•, the 

•MONTANA Major Faeillt.y Siting Aet.•o and the •aDHIAHA 

Subdivision and Platting Act.•, require state agencies to 

prepare environmental impact statements and assessaents to 

inform the public of possible adverse environmental effects 

of various projects; and 

WHEREASo over the years these impact statements have 

grown too cumbersome, Jengthyo and costly in relation to 

their social value; and 

WHEREASo it is unnecessary to duplicate studies of 

si•ilar aspects of resource factors with each study; and 

WHEREASo many Montana citizens, who should be the 

primary beneficiaries of these impact statements, are unable 

to pierce the veil of bureaucratic jargon that enshrouds the 
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reports. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BV THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(l) That. those state agencies charged with 

participating in the environmental impact state•ent process. 

particularly the Departments of Natural Resources and 

Conservation, Health and Environmental Scienceso Hi~hwayso 

Fish and Gamet Co•munit.y Affairso and State Lands and the 

Environmental Quality Council take i .. ediat.e •easures to 

siaplify and mini•lze the cost. of these reports• 

(2) That. in order to awoid duplication of material on 

particular aspects of environmental problems in siailar 

reportso the above-cited agencies cooperate in providing 

sum•aries of these reports to interested and affected 

citizens who request the•• 

f3) That the lead agencies supply tne full reports 

only to directly affected parties and to the public 

libraries and county clerk and recorders of each county 

affected, thereby preventing a needless waste of state 

resources. 

~_!HAT THE LEAP AGENCIES AVOID THE DUPLICATION OF 

ERRORS, OMISSIONSo AND MISTAKES OF P~VIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMP M;Lil!If.!!E!ll.h 

t~t12l That. copies of this resolution be sent. to the 

-2- SJR 14 



SJR ODllt/02 

state agencies enu•erated herein by the Secretary of State• 

-End-

-3- SJR lit 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

March 14~ 1977 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES AMENDMENTS TO SJR 14 

1. Amend page 2, line 2 5. 
Following: "sent" 
Insert: "by the Secretary of State" 
Following: "to the" 
Insert: "Governor and to the" 

2. Amend page 3, line 1. 
Following: "herein" 
Strike: 11 by the Secretary of State" 

AS AMENDED CONCURRED IN 
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SENAT~ JDINI R~SULUTIDN NO. 14 

INTRODUCED JY STORY, ~URRAY, DUNKLE, 

R~SKIE, G~LT, DOVER, FLYNN, BOYLANt eLAYLOC~ 

A J~J~l RESOLUTION Of THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE Of 

RtP~E~E~TATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THOSE 

STATE AGE~CIES R~QUIRED TO PREPARE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

STATE"lNTS AND ASSESSMENTS TO MINIMilE DUPLICATION Of 

EFFORT, EXPENSE, AND TIME SPENT IN THEIR PREPARATION. 

~H~REAS, various environMental 

including the "Montana Environ~ental 

~~~~! Major Facility Siting Act"• 

1 aws in 

Policy 

and the 

Montana, 

Act•, the 

"MONTANA 

Subdivision ~nd Plattin<1 'ct"• reQuire state aQencies to 

pre?are environ~n+al imoact statements and assess~ents t~ 

infor, the ~ublic of possible adverse environmental effects 

of various projects; dnd 

nHEREAS, over the years these i~pact state~ents hav~ 

<1rown too cumbersome, lenothy, and costly in relation to 

their social value; and 

•HEREAS, it is unnecessary to duplicat~ studies of 

simil •r ~spects of resource factors with each studv; ~nd 

~rlE~EAS, many Montana citizens, who should be thP 

primary ben·~ficLHies ot thes" imo.~ct sti'lte.,(•nts, are unahl<> 

to pierce the veil of bure<'~ucratic jarnon that .>nshrouds the 
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r~po..-ts. 

NOW• rH~RtfOME, bE IT ~·SaLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPR~SENTATIVES Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

(l) That those state a-qenci-es charaed with 

participating in th~ environmental impact statement process, 

particularly the Departments of Natural ~esources and 

Conservation, Health and Environmental Sciences, HiQhwayso 

Fish ~nd Game, Community Affairs, and State Lands and the 

Environmental Quality Council take immejiate •easures to 

simplity and minimize the cost of these reports. 

(2) That in order to avoid duplication of material on 

particular aspects of environmental pro~lems in similar 

reports, the above-cited aQencies cooperate in oravidina 

summaries of these reports to interested and affected 

citiz~ns who reauest them. 

(3) That the lead anencies supply the full reoorts 

only to directly aftected oarties and to the public 

1 ibraries and county clerk and recorders of e~ch county 

affected, thereby preventin~ a needless waste of ~tate 

resourc-?s. 

L'tL--Ii::!ALlliLLU.lLA~S WOlD THE [)UPLICAT ION__QE 

.t.~'.lli~.J._Iil:ll..S.ilmth __ A.ll(L_!:!l..S.llJU.Ll:I.E___ElU.Y..lQ.ULf;l!Y~!Wt:ilitlilAL 

J..::1£M..LHAIUiUH.~~ 

t'tt.i2..1. rhat conie<. of this resolution be~.,,...., JiX_IIfE 

-2- '\JR 14 
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