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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 13 

INTRODUCED BY DUNKLEo KOLSTAD 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

CONGRESS TO STOP TREATY NEGOTIATIONS 

MONTANA URGING THE U.S. 

TO T~ANSFER CONTROL, 

AOHINISTRATION AND OWNERSHIP OF OUR CANAL TO THE PRESENT 

GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA, AND TO REAFFIRM OUR ALLEGIANCE TO THE 

MONROE DOCTRINE BY APPLYING IT TO THE PRESENT t~ISIS. 

WHERtAS, the Panama Canal Convention in 1903 stated, 

•The Republic of Panaaa grants to the United States in 

perpetuity the use, occupation and control of a zone of land 

and land under water for the construction, maintP.nance, 

opera~ion, sanitation and protection of said canal ••• •i and 

WHEREAS, the 1903 Treaty stated, •The Republic of 

Panama grants to the United States in perpetuity a monopoly 

for the construction, maintenance and operation of any 

system of communication by means of a canal or railroad 

across the territory b~tween the Cariboean Sea and the 

Pacific Ocean.•; and 

WHEREAS, •Perpetuity• is defined as meaning, •perpetual 

existence. duration. validity; something per;>etual or 

perpetually held or maintained; endless ti•=•: and 

WHEREAS, Article III of the 1903 Treaty says, "The 
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Republic of Panama grants to the United States all the 

rights• power, and authority ~ithin the zone mentiongd ••• 

which the United States would possess and exercise if it 

were the sovereign of the territory within which said lands 

and waters are located to the entire exclusion of the 

exercise by the P.epub1ic of Panama of any such sovereign 

rights, power or authority•; and 

WHEREAS, the Treaty states, •If the Republic of Panama 

shall hereafter enter as a constituent into any ~ther 

govern~ent or Into any union or confederation of states, so 

as to .erge her sovereignty or independence in such 

government, union or confederation, the rights of the United 

States under this convention shall not be in any respect 

lessened or impaired.•; and 

WHEREAS, in 1903 Panama was offered ten million dollars 

•in gold coin• plus •an annual payAent• of a quarter of a 

million dollars •IN llKt GOLD COIN• for 50 square miles; and 

WHEREA~, the Panama Canal Convention was ratified on 

February 26, 1904; and 

wHEREAS, the Panama Canal Treaty was updated and 

reaffirmed by all parties in 1936 and in 1955, an3 n~ 

further nagotiations are either desired or necessary; and 

WHEREAS, when acquired by the United States, the land 

that later became the Canal Zone was jungle.covered, insect 

ridden, and disease infested. There was no canal on it. The 
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Uhited States of A-rica cle·ared the jung1ao eradicated the 

2 "ii.'!laria proble•• and ·liui It the Canal -- at a huge cost in 

3 American 1 ivl!so timao IJ'no iila~y; and 

4 WHEREAS'• tht! Panailla Canal ·is undeniably the raolit 

5 llllportan't watl!!riiiry rn the iooeste .. r. heiDi sphi!reo. 

6 

7 NOWo THEREFOREo BE IT RESrtLVED ·tn- 'rlfi:: sEH'll'rf. 'ltNO TFtE HOOSE 

8 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 'MUN'hNA: 

9 Th'at t"h'e tiJ;ited States of .li-rica st.ould retain all of 

10 the righto tit.le and int:eres't of and to ·the Pana•a Canal 

ll that it has bougtit and paid for <ind "dtat ·rt reassert those 

12 principle's and 'StandardS laid down ·jn the Monroe Doctrine to 

13 such degree aria 'Wl:erit ttiat ·ft is 'fJr"epare11 ·~o total'l'Y .oefend 

l'o our properti as a's appeas·e.aeht i nvft·es ·{lgql"ess ian. 

15 8E IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy o·f this resolution 

16 be sent to the President of the United Stateso the United 

17 States Senateo thie United States ·House of Repr-esenta~ives 

18 and to the Secretary of State. 

-End-
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