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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,s that- all the states are urged
to join Montana and submit applications to Congress for tnis
purposees

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that & four—-member bipartisan
committee to be knowm-as the Presidential Diract Election
Committec be formed 40 urge action by thz legislatures of
the other states and by the Comgress of the United Statess
and that a member of the committee be appointed by each of
the majority and minority teaders in the Senate and House of
Representatives to serve without compensatione.

3E IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that the Secretary of State is
instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the
President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the United Statesy to each member of the
Montana Congregsional Delegations and to the Legislaturz of
2ach state.

-End-
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SJR 0010702

Approved by Committee
on State Administration
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NOe. 10
INTRODUCED BY REGANe HAZELBAKERy MATHERSs FLYNN,
MURRAYy DEVINEy LOWEy STEPHENSs WARDENs Ee SMITH,

ABERy HEALYs JERGESONs MANNINGs TOMWEe FASBENDER

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA SUBMITTING AN
APPLICATION REQUESTING CONGRESS TO CALL A CONVENTION FOR THE
PURPOSE OF PROPOSING AN AMENOMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES TO PROVIDE FOR THE DIRECY ELECTION OF THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

WHEREASs the electoral college system of electing the
president of the United States was established by the
founding fathers as a compromise that was apparently as
close to a direct popular election system as they thought
possible'and appropriate at the time; and

WHEREASs the creators of the electoral college system
never intended that the states would cast their electoral
votas as a unit nullifying minority popular votes in the
result; and

WHEREASy the etectnral collecge system has permitted the
election of three presidents who have trailed their
opponents in the national popular vote; and

WHEREASs the Supreme-—fodrt——of—the—United-States—hes
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etearty-shown—that—a-system—thet-asttows-ditution—of——veting
power—-—in-—sueh-—-n--way-—as—to-atiow-candidates—with-popuiar
majeritires—to-be-defentad-abridges-a-—fundamentat——politient
right-—gquaranteed—by-the-toth—Amendment-to-the—€onstirtution
of——the——tnited-—States ELECTORAL C(OLLEGE SYSTEM IS  IN
MIOLATION OF THE ONE MAM--ONE VDTE SYSTEM; and

WHEREASe the American Bar Association has characterized
the existing electoral system as “archaice undemocraticy
complexy ambiououss indirects and dangerocus™; and

WHEREASy the United States House of Representatives has
in past sessions approved a measure to propose an amendment
to provide for the direct popular election of the president
which has not been approved by the Senate; and

WHEREASe Article V¥V of the Constitution of the United
States provides that Conaresse on the application of the
legislatures of two-thirds of the several states, shall call
a convention for proposing amendments; and

WHEREASs direct action by theistates seems the only way
to achieve the much needed change to elect our President

directly by the people.

NOWs THEREFOREs BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
That apptication is made to Congress under Article V of

the Constitution of the united States reoguesting the
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Congress to c¢all a convention for the purpose of proposing
an amendment to the Constitution to provide for the direct
election of the President of the United States.

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLYEDes that all the states are urged
to join Montana and submit applications to Congress for this
pUrpose.

BE IT FURTHER RESDOLYEDe that a four-member bipartisan
committee to be known as the Presidential Direct Election
Committee be formed to urge action by the 1legislatures of
the other states and by the Congress of the United States,
and that a member of the committee be appointed by each of
the majority and minority leaders in the Senate and House of
Representatives to serve without compensationa

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that the Secretary of State is
instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the
President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the United Statess to each member of the
Montana (ongressional Delegations and to the Legislature of
each state.

-End-
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