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JOINT RESOLUTION ~0. ~~ 

~ 11-~~~«:::Js:::~a.~ .. ~-
A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF~ 
~EPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA SUBMITTING AN ~ 

APPLICATION REQUESTING CONGRESS TO CALl A CONVENTION FOR THE<?~ 

PURPOSE Of PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TU THE CONSTITUTION OF THE~ 

UNITED STATES TO PROVIDE FOR THE DIRECT ELECTION Of THE ~ ~ 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

dfM-14.·4. 

WHEREAS, the electoral college syst"i" of electin:J the 

president of the United States was established by the 

founding fathers as a compromise that was apparently as 

close to a direct popular election system as they thought 

possible and appropriate at the time; and 

WHEREAS, the creators of the electoral college system 

never intended that the states would cast their electoral 

votes as a unit nullifying minority popular votes in the 

result; and 

~HEREAS, the electoral college system has permitted the 

election of three presidents who have trailed their 

opponents in the national popular vote; and 

WHEREAS, the Supre~e Court of the United States has 

clearly shown that a system that allows dilution of voting 

power in such a way as to allow candidates with popular 
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najoriti~s to be defeat~d abridges 3 fundamental ,Jolitical 

r i ;ht ~uarant2ed by th~_; 14th Amendment to the CJr;sti tut.ion 

)f t!1-~ Unit:J S.tat.2st ::~nLi 

riH~REAS, the Americ~n ~ar Association i1as characterized 

tl1e existin1 el?ctora) stste~ as "archaic9 unj~nocr~tic, 

compl2xr ambiguous. indir3ct, and dangerous"; and 

~HE~EAS, the United States Hous~ of Re~resent~tivPS :.as 

in past sessions approvf'::1 a measure to propose an amendment 

to provide for the direct popular election of the ~residAnt 

which has not be~n approv2d by th~ Senate; Jnd 

WHE:<.EASo Artic1e V ~f the Constitution of the United 

States ~rovides that Congress, on th2 application of the 

l~gislatures of two-thirds of tha several stat~s, shall call 

a convention for proposing a~endments; and 

IIHEREAS, direct action by the states se<2ms the only way 

to achieve the much needed chan~e to el~ct our PresiJznt 

Jir~ctly tly the poo.:l "• 

NOWo Trl6REF~RE, 82 IT RESJLVEO BY THE SENATE A~D THE HOUSf 

OF REPRES~NTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Thlt ai-)plication is m~d~.~ t-; .:.oo~1ress ur~o~r Article V of 

t!lP Conc;ti tuti 0:1 of th~! UnitJod St.Jt---s re-ju.!s· in~ th2 

C0n~r~ss to call J convention forth~ pur~ose of .oroposinJ 

an amencmenL ta tt1~ C~nstituticn to provi~~ f~r tne dir~:ct 

::l'?!ction of ".;.he Pr~s.ident of the Unit ~d Stac.':s. 
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8E IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all the states are urged 

2 to join Montana and submit applications to Congress fur tnis 

3 purpose. 

4 3E IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that c four-ae~ber bipartisan 

5 committee to be known as the Presidential D!r~ct Election 

b Committe~ be formeo ~o urge action by th~ legislatures of 

7 the other states and by the Cong.ress of the Ur>i·ted St..ates, 

S and that a member of the committee be appointed by each of 

9 the majority and minority leaders in tha Senate and HouJe of 

10 Representatives to serve without compensation. 

11 3E IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State is 

12 instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the 

13 President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of 

14 Representatives of the United States, to @2Ch me~bar of the 

15 Montana Con·~re10s i onal Delegati on, and to the legis latur:. of 

16 each state. 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on State Administration 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NOo 10 

INTRODUCED BY REGANt HAZELSAKER, MATHERS, FLYNN, 

MURRAY, DEVINEo LOWEo STEPHENS, WARDENo E• SMITH, 

ABERo riEALYo JERGESON, MANNINGo TOWEo FASBENDER 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA SUBMITTING AN 

APPLICATION REQUESTING CONGRESS TO CALL A CONVENTION FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 

UNITED STATES TO PROVIDE FOR THE DIRECT ELECTION OF THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

WHEREAS• the electoral college systeM of electing the 

president of the United States was established by the 

founding fathers as a co~romise that was apparently as 

close to a direct popular election system as they thought 

possible and appropriate at the time; and 

WHEREAS, thP creators of the electoral college system 

never intended that the states would cast their ~lectoral 

vot~s as a unit nullifying minority popular votes in the 

result; and 

WHEREASo the elect~ral colleoP systeM has permitted the 

election of three presidents who have trailed their 

opponents in the national popular vote; and 

NHEREASo the ~~r~eMe--eo~r~-o~-~ne-Hn+ted-~~~5-h~~ 

SECOND R E A D I N G 
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e+e~r+y-shown-th~~-~te~-the~a++o~-d++~t+on--o~--.&t+n~ 

~ewer--+n--5Ueh-~-way--~~-e++ow-eand+d~t~-w+tft-~~+ar 

mftjor+t+e~-~o-be-de~ste~-ebr+d~-e--+ttftdft~e+--~+t+ee+ 

ri")l'tt:--.,..ereMeed--e,.-tne-t'tt-n-~dl!lent: to ~fte-€-~~trert 

e+--tne--Hft+ted-~etes ELECTORAL COLLEGE SYSTEH IS IN 

YIULAllON DE THE QMf_MA~-ONE VOTE SYSTEM; and 

~HEREAS• the American Bar Association has characterized 

the existing electoral system as "archaic, undemocratic, 

complex, ambi~uous, indirect, and dangerous•; and 

WHEREAS, the United States House of Representatives has 

in past sessions approved a measure to propose an amendment 

to provide for the direct popular election of the president 

which has not been approved by the Senate; and 

WHEREAS, Article V of the Constitution of the United 

States provides that Conoress, on the application of the 

legislatures of two-thirds of the several states, shall call 

a convention for proposing amendments; and 

~HEREASo direct action by the states seems the only way 

to ac~ieve the much needed change to elect our President 

directly by the people. 

NOW, THEREFOREo BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

Of REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That application is made to Congress under Article V of 

the Constitution of the United States requesting the 
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1 Congress to call a convention for the purpose of proposing 

2 an amendment to the constitution to provide for the direct 

3 election of the President of the United States. 

• BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDt that all the states are urged 

5 to join Montana and submit appl !cations to Congress for this 

6 purpose. 

1 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a four-member bipartisan 

8 co~ittee to be known as the Presidential Direct Election 

9 co .. ittee be forMed to urge action by the legislatures of 

10 the other states and by the Congress of the United States, 

11 and that a member of the committee be appointed by each of 

12 the majority and minority leaders in the Senate and House of 

13 Representatives to serve without compensation. 

1• BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State is 

15 instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the 

16 President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of 

17 Representatives of the United States, to each member of the 

IB Montana Congressional Delegation, and to the Legislature of 

19 each state. 

-End-
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