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._,)~ JOINT RESOLUTION 1-10. _l __ - ~ 
INTRODUCED BY "frl~_ Srauc~s ----T--r--------------------------

A JOINT RESDLUTiuN OF THE SENATE AND THE 

REPRESE~TATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT ~ULES 

HJUSE OF 

TQ GOVeRN ITS PROCEEDINGS. 

NOW, THEREFURE, BE IT RfSOLVtO BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSe 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the following joint ~ules a~e adopted: 

CHAPTER 1 

Presjdin~ Offic~r - D~corum, 

Drd~r and Oeb3te 

1-1. The presiding offrcer of the Senat~ is the 

president and the presiding officer of the House of 

Representatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

~ach hous~ 3h~ll ~·Jke tn~ chdir on svery JggislativP a~·y dt 

the hour to wnich that house adjourn~d ~t the last sitting. 

After call to order, prayer by the chaplain and roll call, a 

r-·:port on tt1~ journal for tha preceding l~gisl Jtiv_ day 

shall be gi 1€':1 in the pres12nca of a quoruRl., and ~ach hous'? 

shall proceed with the regular order of business. 

1-2. The ~r~sioing 0ffic~r, or any ~em0er octin~ a~ 

presiding officer, of e3cn house shall pre5ervc order anj 

dPcorum, a,l, in case of distu~bance or disorderly conJuct, 
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may order the galleries or lobbies to be clear~d. 

1-3. The presiding officer of each house has general 

control and direction of the hal 1, chamber, rooms, passa]eS 

and co~ridors of the house over ~hich he presides. Reporters 

on assignment in either house are subject to ~lacement by 

the presidir•n officer. 

1-4. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

all questions of order• subject to an appeal by any m~mber 

s~onded by two other memb~rs. No membe~ may speak more than 

once on an appeal without the consent of a majority of the 

house of which he is a member. 

1-5. Wh~n a member desires to speak he shall rise Jnd 

address the presiding officer and, being recognized, shall 

speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

grants per~ission to speak from some other place on the 

floor. When two or ~ore mambers rise at the same time the 

?residing ?fficer shall name the member who is to ~pedk 

first. 

1-b. When a member has been called to order, he shall 

sit down until the presidiny offic~r determin~s wheth~r he 

is in order or not. If th~ member is calle1 to order for 

words spok<>n in debate, the language excepted to shall o~ 

taken do~n in w~iting by the chief clerk or secretary. 

l-7. Questions of ~rjvi1eg~ ar!: first, those affectin:~ 

tn-.?- collective ri~]ht5-. S.'Jf-2ty, Ji jnity, and integrity of the 

-2-

:Jd If?::: 



2 

3 

4 

5 

& 

7 

8 

9 

1() 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

lC 0647/01 

proceedings of either h3use; and second~ th~se affectin th~! 

rights~ reputation ano conduct of indivi{1ual members of 

either house in their capdcity as members. A ~u~sti8n of 

privilege affectin~ eiLher house collective! y takes 

precedence over a question of privile~e affectin- an 

indivi~ual member. 

1-~. The presiding officer of each hou~e s~~ll siJn Jll 

subpoenas approved or issued by the house over which he 

presides. fh~ business manager and the presiding officer 

will cosign all payrolls. 

1-9. (!) A communicdtion or pa~er shall be address u to 

the presiding officer. and shall bear the name of the p2rson 

submitting it. When the r3ading of a paper is called for and 

a member objects. it shall be determined by a vote of the 

house without debate. This subsection does not apply to 

bills-.- or to coRNJiunications from the governor or th~ ·Jt;,e..­

house. 

(2) A ~aper for or a>ainst proposed legislation may not 

be placed on the desks of the members or circulated within 

the chamber unless the person responsible has si3ned it dnd 

has ~eceived permission from th~~ presiding ~fticer to 

distribute it in the house concerned. 

1-10. When the presiding office~ is a ~ember of the 

house over which he is ~residing h3 shall vote as any other 

member, and may not vote a seconU time. 
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CHAPTER 2 

Meetings. Quorums and Attendance 

2-1. The hour of meeting of the Senata is 1:30 p.m. 

unless other·l'lll'i se oraered by the Senate. The hour of :ne2-t i ng 

of the House ot Representatives is 1!30 p.m. 

otherwise orG~r~d bi th~ nous2. 

unless 

2-2. lobbyin~ on the floor of the Senate o~ Hou~2 of 

Representatives is prohibited du~in~ the session and within 

on2 hour prior to the com~encement of a session and within 

one-half hour after recess or adjc•urnment. 

2-3. The s~ssions of the leqi5latur2 an~ of the 

committee of the whole• all. committee meetings. and all 

hearings shall be open to the public (Montana Constitution• 

Art. v. Sec. 10{3))• 

2-4. Neither house shall. without the consent of the 

other~ adjourn or recess for more than three days, nor to 

any other place than that in which the two houses shall b~ 

sitting (Montana Constitution• Art. v. Sec. 10(5))• 

2-5. A majority of ~ach house shall constitute a quorum 

to do busin~ss. but a smaller number may adjourn from day to 

day, Jnd compel the attendance of absent m2mbersr in such 

manne~ and under such penalties as each house may prescribe 

(~ontan& Constitution, Art. Vt Sec. lO(ZJl• 

2-6. Unless he is Pxcused, a member of the House or 

Senate shall be present at every sittin~ of tne house ~f 
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which he is a m~mGcr. 

2-1. In the absence of a quorum, a majority of me~bers 

pres:::nt in ~~th~r ~•ous~ m~y compel the att~ndancg of a:sent 

m~mbers by ordering a call of the hause of which ~hey ar2 

members. 

L-8. If a quJrum is ?resent• five m~~bers 3f the Senat2 

m3y vrder 3 call of the Senat~. and fifteen members of the 

Hous9 of Repres2ntatives may order a call of the house. 

2-9. On a call of either house. a member who refus~s to 

attend may be arrested by the sergeant-at-arms or any other 

,.; ~rson, as the majority of such members present shall 

direct. When the attendance of an absent member is securo~o:?d 

aft>;.!r- a Ccill of either house.., if tnf~ hous.e of wnich he is.?: 

member refuses to excuse his absence, he shall not be ~aid 

any per diem during his absence and is liable for the 

expenses incurred in procuring his attendance. 

2-l'J • .JLOrin~ d cal1 of eith'2r house, dll !Justness of 

that nous2 shall be suspended. After a Cdll has been oroe~ed 

no motion is in order except a motion to adjourn or remove 

the Cdll. Tn~j ca~l may ~e removed by ~two-thirds vote. 

2-11. [f either house is in session upon a ~ i ven day, 

whether or not the other house is in session, that day 5hall 

cun~ti tute a legislative day. 

lHAPTER 3 

l~gislative fmplJyees 
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3-1. The le~islature shall prescribe the compensation 

of the officers and employees of each house by joint 

resolution. Each hous2 shall prescribe the duties of its 

offic2rs and employees and no payment shall b3 made from the 

state treasury, or be in any way authorized to any such 

person, except to an acting offic~r a~ employee elected o~ 

appointed in pursuance of law. 

3-2. Except as provided in Joint Rule 3-3 and Joint 

Rule 3-4, the business manager, subject to the supervision 

of the legislative Council and subject to the approval of 

the respective houses, shall be responsible for personnel. 

3-3. The committee on legislative administrati~n of 

each house shall appojnt secr~taries for standin£ or sp2cial 

committees on recommendation of the commit~ee chairman, 

subject to the approval of the respective houses. A 

secretary for a standing or special committee is immediately 

r~sponsible to th~ committ~e chairmany but ~hen not occupied 

with the duties of a committee, shall work under th~ 

direction of the chief stanographer of each house. The 

direc~or ot the L0gislative Services Divisjon of the? 

Legislative Council shall hire all engrossing and enrolling 

typists and proofreaders. 

3-4. The p~esidjng officer 1nd th<. majority and 

minority flo~r l~ader of each hous• 

private s~cretary. 
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J-5. The secretary of the Senate and chief clerk of the 

House of Re~resentativ~s are responsible to tha presidin~; 

officers of their respective houses. Their duties ar~: 

(a] T" have 

and other papers. 

custody of all r~cords, ~jJ]s, 1ocu~2nts 

(b) To supervise th2 makinq and ?xaminaLion 0f th~ 

journal, and the handling of ~ills and resolution5. 

(c) To deliver to the appropriate officers or offices, 

as set forth in these rules during the session or at the 

close of each session, the journalo bill books and 

resolution ~0oks~ ar~o all copies of introjuced an~ enJr~.~ed 

bills and joint resolutions. 

(d] To collect from the chairman or s~cretaries of all 

standing committees, special committees, committees of the 

whole, and conference committees, the ~inutes of such 

committees and deliver them to the state historical society. 

3-6. Journal clerks, bill clerks, typists, and 3ther 

employees responsible for legislative functjonst excapt 

secretaries for standing or special committees, secret,.:.ries 

to presiding officers, and secretaries to majority and 

minority floor leaoer~, are immediately res~onsible to the 

sec~eta~y of the Senate or the chief clerk of the House, 

subject to the gen~ral supervision of the presiding officer. 

Engrossing and enrolling clerks are immediat2ly responsible 

to th~ di~ector of the Legislative Services Division of the 
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legislative Counc i 1 und8r the direction of the bills 

c:Jmmittee. 

3-7. The duties of the engrossing and enrolling clerks 

ore: 

(a) To engross or enroll all bills delivered to them 

within forty-~i~ht hour~ ~fter th~y have oeen recejvedy 

unless further time is ~ranted• in writing~ by the presidin~ 

officer of the house in which the b;ll originated. 

(b) To co~rect clerical errors, with the consent of 

the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House of 

R.::.;J-resentatives, in any bill orjginating jn tn~ houst by 

which they are e•ployed. Clerical errors such as the 

following may be corrected: 

(I) errors in spelling 

(i i) errors in numbering sections 

{iii] 3dding or deleting underlining or lines through 

matter to be stricken 

(iv] material copied incorrectly from the most recent 

Revised Codes of Montana. 

The secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House 

shall obtain written permission from ~he principal sponsor 

before such corrections are made. 

Hh2n a commjttee is thB sponsor of a bill~ 3ny member 

thereof so design~ted oy the chairman may be the ~rincipal 

sponsor for the purpose of this section. 

-8-



3 

4 

5 

0 

7 

J 

9 

10 

1l 

1? 

13 

14 

;.s 

16 

1 7 

lB 

19 

2} 

21 

zz 

23 

24 

25 

' 

u; 0647/0l 

3-3. { 1) The sergeants-at-arms ar~ responsible to the 

presiding officers of th~ir respective houses. Their duties 

..Jre: 

{a] To maintain order under the direction of th2 

presidinq officer. 

{b) To execute commands and s~rve all proc~sses. 

(c) To 

supplies. 

recei Vet 

3-9. The assistant 

dist1jbute and have custody of 

sergeant-at-arms, doorkeepers. 

watchmen• janitors• pages and other employees responsible 

for general housekeeping functions are im11ediately 

responsible to the sergeant-at-arms, subject to the general 

supervision of the presidin9 officer. 

3-10. The duties of the chaplain of each house are to 

open each day•s session with a prayer. 

3-ll. A legislative aide or legislative intern is a 

p~rson who ha~ r~(·istered with the ~usiness mana~ar an~ to 

whom the Ousiness manayer has issued a distinctive 

identification form such as a name tag. The business ~andger 

may issue such identification only upon rec~iving writte1 

verification from a member that the person involved is 

serving him as an aioe o~ intern. A person may not re~res2nt 

himself to be a legislativE ajda or int~rn ~nl2ss he carries 

such ~dentification. Th2 s~~geants-at-arms and doorke2~~rs 

shall enforce this rule. 
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~ual ifications for legislative interns are specified in 

Section 43-720 through 43-731, ~.(.H. 1947o Legislative 

aides must be of legal age. 

No member may designate more than one aide o~ 

without the approval of the Joint Rules Committee. 

} ntern 

3-12. An employee, 1egis1ative aide or legislative 

intern of either house is prohibited from lobbyin~ as 

defined in Section 43-802 (l), R.c.M. 1947. Howevero such 

person may testify before a co .. ittee of either house on the 

request of the co•mittee. Any person violating this rule 

shall be discharged. 

3-13. Oisputes or complaints involving the competency 

or decorum of a legislative employe= shall be referred to 

the committee on legislative administration of the house by 

which the employee is employed. The co•mittee, in its 

discretion, may dismiss. suspend or retain the employee. The 

com~itt~e on leglslativa administ~atiJn shall periodicdlly 

review the roster of employees and shall dismiss surplus 

employees. 

3-14. A bu5•ness mdnageT• under the supervision of th~ 

Legislative Council, shall serve both the Senate and House 

of Re~Jresentatives. 

The duties of tha uusiness wanager are as follows: 

( l) Prior to a legjslative sess•on: 

{a) order supplies for each house; 

-10-
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{ i i i] ;:>r i ntout shaets for House and Senate vot in·; 

mac.hines., and 

(iv) name plates for desks; 

(c) inventory all interoffice forms 

supply; 

dnd Ouplicat~ " 

(d) clean all legislative co~•ittee rooms, offices, 

and House and Senate chambers and prepare the~ for the 

session-; 

(e) prepare recou.endation to Senate Committee on 

Finance and Claims and House (om•ittee on Appropriations of 

proposed budget 

expenditures; 

based on past sessjons and anticipated 

{f) requisition rental of office equipment including 

duplicating machines, adding •achines and calculators; 

(g) requisition parking permits; 

(h) collect applications for employment of legisldtive 

employees ~ho are under the jurisdiction of the legis13tive 

administration committe~s in both houses; 

(il supervise installation and connections of 

legislative telephone services; 

(j) assure that House and Senate roll call and sound 

systems are serviced; 
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{k) order name tags for each legislator; 

[l) prepare packets for first legislative day 

including printed rules, telephone directory and pencils; 

(01) assign committee space and order necessary 

committee signs for doors; 

(n) 

(o) 

(p) 

verify guide service with Legislative (~uncil; 

arrange for printing of seating charts; 

take responsibility and control of leg;slative 

equipment and furniture. 

{2) Ouring the session: 

[a) verify hours for daily payroll and pre!J'arc 

payrolls for signature; 

(b) prepare bimonthly financial report and distribute 

the re;>ort to legislative leaders in each house and to 

members of the Senate Committee on Finance 

House Committee on Appropriations; 

{c) order office supplies as required; 

[d) prepare all claims for payment. 

{3) Following the session: 

and Claims and 

{a) provide Legislative Council ~ith keys to all 

legislative committee rooms during the interim; 

{b) complete payroll forms and reports; 

(c) prepare claims for bills incurred during session; 

(d) take closing inventory of all furniture and 

equipment and keep the written inventory on fila. 
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[4) Perform any other s2rvices for the leadership and 

the cornmittees ~n legislative administr-ation. 

i-15. ~ontracts fJr purchase or leasa of ~qui~rnenc 3n1 

supplies made by the business manager durin~ the legislativa 

session shall be made on the approval of the committe~ on 

leyislative administration of eacn nousa. subject t~ the 

r~vie~ oft~:! pre5iding off~cer of the resp~ctive h~use. 

CHAPTER 4 

Order of Business 

4-l. After prayer. roll call. and report on the 

journ~l. th~ order of ousiness of th~ Senate and House of 

Representatives is as follows: 

[l) Communications 3nd petitions 

(2} Reports of standing committees 

(3) Reports of select com~itt~es 

(4) Messages from the governor 

(5) Mucsoges from the ath2r house 

(6} Motions 

(7) First reading and commitment of bills 

( 8) Second re~ding at bil Is [committe~ of the wholo) 

(9) Third reading of bills 

(10) Unfinisned ~usiness 

(11) Sr0cial orders of tne aay 

(12) Announcem~nt of committee meeting~ 

To rev~rt to or pdSS to a new ord2r of business 
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requires only 6 majority vote. Unless otherwise specified in 

the motion to recess, the house involved shall revert to 

order of busin~ss No. l when reconvening after a recess. 

CHAPTER 5 

Motions 

5-l. When a motion is made it shall be restated by the 

presiding officer~ andt if requested by the presiding 

officer o~ a member, shall be reduced to writing and read 

aloud. A motion ~ay ne withdrawn by the member making it at 

any time before it is amended or voted upon. 

5-2. When a question is under debate no motion ~ay he 

made except the following privileged and subsidiary motions 

which have precedence in the orQer list~d: 

r o 11 

( 1) To adjourn 

(2) For a call of the house 

( 3) To recess 

[4) Ouest ion of privilege 

[5} Ta lay on tne table 

(6) For the previous question 

(7) T0 postpone to a certain day 

(8) To refer or commit 

(9) To amend 

(10) To postpone indefinitely. 

A question may be injefinitely post~oned by a majority 

ccill vote of all members present and voting. When a 

-14-
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oill or resolution is postponed indefinitely, it is finally 

rejected and ~ay not be acted upon a;ain duriny the oienniu~ 

except upon a motion of reconsideration made pursuant to 

Rule ~-4. 

5-3. ~o motion or ~reposition on a subject different 

from that under consideration shall be admitted under ~olor 

of amendment or substitute. 

5-4. Any member mayo on the day the vote was taken or 

on the next day the house in which the action was tak~n is 

in session, mov2 to reconside~ the question. A motion to 

reconsid~r may not be withdrawn after such next 1egisl~tiv~ 

day without the unani.aus consent of the house concerned, 

and thereafter any member may call it up for consideration; 

however, a motion to reconsider •ade after the fifty-fourth 

day of the session shall be disposed of when mad2. A ~tion 

to recall a bill from the other house constitutes notice to 

reconsider, and shal1 be acted on as a motion to reconsider. 

A motion to reconsider or to recall a bill from the other 

house ~ay be maJe only under order of business No. 6, and 

under that order of business takes precedence over all 

motions except motions to recess or adjou~n. 

5-5. When a motion to reconsider is laid on the table, 

a two-thirds 11ajority is required to take it from the t•ble. 

When a motion to reconsider fails, the qu~stion is finally 

and conclusively settlea. 

-15-

~ 

z 

3 

4 

5 

s 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l1 

ltl 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0647/01 

5-6. {1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this 

rule, the effect of moviny the previous question9 if 

adopt2do is to close debate immediately, to prevent the 

movin:J of amendments or other subsidiary motions. ana to 

bring to vote pro~ptly the immediately pendin9 ~ain question 

und th~ 3dherin~ suusidiary motions, wh~ther on ~ppe~1 or 

other-wise. 

(2) When the previous question is ordered o~ any 

debatable question on which there has baen no debate, the 

question may be debated for one-half hour, one-half of such 

time to be Jiven to the proponen~s and one-nalf to th.~ 

o~ponents. 

5-7. A call of the house is not in order after the 

previous question is ordered, unless it appears upon an 

actual count by the presiding officer that a quorum is not 

present. 

~-8. The following motions are not debatable: 

( l) To adjourn 

(2) For a call of the house 

(3) To recess 

(4) For parliamentary inquiry 

(5) For suspension of the rules 

(b) To lay on the table 

(7) For the previous question 

(8) To limito extend the limits of, or to close debate 

-16-
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(9) To amend an undebatable motion 

(10) To divide a quEstion 

(11) To pass business in committee of the whole 

(12) To take from th9 table 

{13) A decision of the presiding officer, unle-ss 

appealed or unless he submits the question to the house for 

advice or d-~cision 

(14) A 11 incidental liiOt ions. such as motions r el at i nJ 

ta votin~ or other questions of a general procedural nature. 

S-9. A membe~ may move to divide a question if it 

includes twa o~ •ore p~opositions so distin~t in subst3nce 

that if one thinJ is taken away a substantive question ~ill 

r ~m,. in. 

5-10. ~o more than one amendment and no more than one 

substitute oootion may be m-ade to a motion. This rule fJermits 

the main :notion and two modifying motions. 

l.HAPTER b 

Bjlls and Resolutions 

!~::£11L:!L__:li _ __llillli=ll!!till.iti.w __ _QL_Re%>.Ulrti!llll=li.~ul 

f[_Q_'Ji.ti2I.l.S: 

6-1. rn.._· only types. of instruments othtr th-em Jill5 

which may b0 introduced in ~ith?r house of the legisl~turc 

: r : 

( 1) A simp-le r~solution j<; c;~ formaliz.:d motion l)ls:..ed 

~y one ho~s@ only and b~~r~ the h2ad~ng "rlous~ !csolution" 
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or "Senate Resolution". "It .. ay be used to a~Aencl the rules of 

one house or to provide far the internal affairs of the 

house adopting it. It does not require three readings or a 

roll call vote. A ~ember offering a simple resolution may 

r-ead it in his p1ace before introduction. When a simple 

resolution has been introduced, it shall be referred to a 

committee. Final action shall be taken on the Committee of 

the Whole report. The transmittal of copies of simple 

resolutions is the responsibility of the chief clerk or 

secretary of the house of origin. 

A copy of every simple resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chi~f clerk of tha House. 

{Z) A joint resolution must be adopted by ooth houses 

and is not approved by the governor. It may be used to 

expr-ess desire~ opinion, sy111pathy• or request of the 

1e~is1atur~; to amend the joint rules~ to r~tify or prJpose 

amendments to tha Unit~d States Lonstitution; and to direct 

changes to, repeal, or direct adoption of, rl rule in the 

~ontan6 AdEJinistr~ltive Co(!e. Exc~pt as oth~~wisE~ providc·j 

in these rules or the Constitution of the State of Montana, 

a j~int ~esolution is treated jn all respects as a bill. 

A copy of every jojnt resolution Is to b~ tr-ansmitted 

after ado~tion Lo the Stcret2ry of stat 3 by th~ s~cretary of 

th~ Senate or chief clerK of the House. 
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6-Z. Bills shall be typewritten on paper eight and 

one-h~lf by eleven inches with twenty-five nu~nberad lin~s. 

and shall be jntroduced tn quadruplicate. Pica type and a 

good ol~ck riboon ~11ust b2 used. Bills shall b~ nu~oer•;d at 

the foot of each page {except page one) and shall have white 

covers of substantial material. In sections 3mendin; 

existing statutes, matter to oe stricken out shall be 

indicated with a line through the words or part to be 

deleted, and new matter shall be underlined. Sections of the 

most recent Revised Codes of Montana repealed or amended in 

a bill shall be stated in the title except for )en~ral 

appropriation bills and bills for the codification and 

general revision of the laws. Introduced bills will be 

reproduced on white paper and distributed to legislators. 

6-3. No bill, except general appropriation bills, and 

bills for the codification and general revision of the laws, 

shall contain more than one subject, which shall be clearly 

expressed in the title. The enacting clause of evert law 

shall be as follows: •se it enacted by the legislature of 

the state of Montana•. 

A bill shall 

Constitution of the 

be used to propose amendments to the 

State of Montana and shall not be 

subject to the veto of the governor (Montana Constituti~n. 

Art. Vlo Sec. 10{1))• 

b-4. All appropriation bills shall originate in the 
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House of Representatives. 

The Sleneral app~o?riation bills shall embrace nothin9 

but approp~iations for the ordinary expenses of the 

legislativey executive and judicial departments vf the 

state, interest on public debt and for public schools. All 

oti1Pr appropriations ~hall be made by separate ~illsy each 

embracing but one subject (Montana Constitution, Art. v, 

Sec. 11 {4))• Appropriation bills for the operation of the 

legislature shall be introduced by the chairman of the House 

Committee on Appropriations. 

6-5. Every statut~y unless d diff-arant time is 

prescribed there-ino takes effect on the first day of July of 

the year of its passage and approval. Every joint 

resolution. unless a different time is prescribed therein, 

takes effect from its passage (Sections 43-507 and 43-509o 

RoCoMo 1947)• 

~.o..::=..l.ll~.Hl.Wtl.i.Qn 

6-6. Mills will be checked by the staff of the legal 

Services Division of the Legislative Council prior to 

consideration by a committee of the legislature, for proper 

format, style, and legal form• A stamp sh3ll be affix8d to 

the bill cover and initialad indicating this review. If sucn 

stamp is not affixed at the ti•e the bill is delivered to 

the appropriate committee chairman, the chairman shall C3use 

the oi 11 to be transmitted to the legal Services Division 
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fo~ such review. Me~bers should make every effort to p~esent 

proposed bills to the Division in advance of introduction of 

th~ bill. Bills will be entered on the automated bill 

drafting equipment and typed to facilitate a more rapid 

reproduction. If 

i rotroduct i o,.., it 

a bi 11 is not so entered prior to 

will not be conside~ed by any committee 

until it has been reviewed and entered. This revi2w will b~ 

~ade after the eighteenth day. If the sponsor is notified of 

a proble• with a bill and does not respond to the dir~ctor 

of the Legal Services Division. Legislative Council, within 

two legislative days, the bill will be referrao t~ the 

co•mittee on rules in the house where the bill was 

introduced. 

A bill may be introduced by endorsing it with the naae 

of a me~ber or co~mittee and presenting It to the chief 

clerk or secretary in quadruplicate. Billso joint 

r•solutionso and si~ple resolutions shall :Je numJer(d 

consecutively in each session of the legislature in sapardt~ 

series in the order of their receipt. 

Any ~ill ?TOposad by a lEgislative co~mitle~ o~ 

introduced by request of an administrative or executive 

agency or department shall be so indicated followinJ the 

nd~2~ of tha sponsors, "By Request of 

of Aqency or Committee)"• 

(Name 

A bill which results from J interim stujy committe, may 
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be introduced in the name of the interim committee. The 

chairman of the interim committee, or a member designated by 

him, shall manaye the bill. 

Bills may be prefiledo numbered and preprinted prior to 

a legislative session. This will be the responsibility of 

the staff of the Legislative Council. Actual signatures may 

appear on the face of the prefiled bill or signatures may be 

obtained on a consent for• from the legislative Council. 

Additional sponsors may be added at the time of introduction 

on the first legislative day, on •otion of the chief 

sponsor. These names will be forwarded to the Legislative 

Council to be included on the face of the bill following 

standing committee approval. 

All prefiled bills will be made available to the 

public. 

6-7. Bills may be introduced until 5 P••• on the 

eight8enth 1 egisl ative day, except revenue bills and 

appropriation bills. 

All bill drafting requests must be submitted to the 

Legislative Council staff oy 5 p.m. of the f~urt; nth 

legislative day. A sponsor of a bill drafted pursuant to a 

timely request, but which is not delivered by the eighteenth 

day by the Legislative Council, shall have two legis12tive 

days after doliv8ry to introouce the bill. No other Jills 

except rpvenu~ ~nd appropriation bills may be introduced 
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after 5 p.-. on the eighteenth legislative day. 

Revenue bills must be int~oduced by 5 p.m. on the 

twenty-fifth legislative dayo There is no time limit for 

introduction of appropriation bills. 

Joint Resolutions affecting rules adopted in the 

Montana Anministrativ·~ Code may be i ntr Jduced anci 

transmitted at any time during a session. 

Requests for interim studies may be made by joint 

resolution only and may be introduc~d and transmitted at any 

time during a session. 

6-8. No bj 11 may be introduced or- received in 3 hr11.JS.~ 

after that house has finally rejected a bill during that 

session designed to accomplish the same purpose save upon 

approval by the rules committee of the house in which the 

bill is offered for introduction or reception. 

Failure to override a veto does not constitute final 

rejection. 

6-9. At least three-fourths of a standing committee 

must consent to the introduction of a committee bill. 

k.a.=-F i rst Rea~~wnmi~ 

6-10. No motion affectinJ a bill is in order on its 

first reading except as provided in Joint Rule 6-6. 

Upon introduction or reception of a bill• the chief 

clerk of the House or the secretary of the Sen~te shall 

publicly post upon a listing that bill by a summary of its 
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title in the house of origin and by a su~ary of its title 

and by its history in the second nouse. together with a 

notation of the committe~ to which it has been assigned. and 

such postin> shall constitute the first reading of the bill. 

~-11. No bill shall be considered or become ala~ 

unl~ss referred to a committee and returned therefrom. 

6-12. Upon introJuction o~ reception of a uillt it 

shall be referred to a com•ittee by the presiding officer. 

6-13. A bill may be recommitt~d at any time before its 

passage. 

D.-.-Amendment~ Substi tu~illi 

6-1~. No law shall be revised or amended• Gr the 

provisions thereof extended by ref.er"ence to its title onlyt 

but so much thereof as is revised• amended or extended shall 

be reenacted and published at length. 

6-15. No law shall be passed except by bill. and no 

bill shall be so altered or amended on its passag~ through 

either" house as to change its original ~urpose (Montana 

Constitution. Art. v, Sec. 11(1}1• 

b-16. A committee may recommend that every clause in a 

bill be changed and that entirely new matter be substituted 

so long as the new matter is relevant to the title and 

subject of the oJ"iginal bill. A substitute oill shall be 

conside~ed a~ an amendment and not as a n~w bi11. 

6-17. The proper form of repoJ"ting a s~bstitute bill by 
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a com~ittee is to propose amendments to strike out all of 

the bill following the anacting clause and to substitute the 

new oill, r~commending also any necessary chang~s in the 

title. If a committee rdport recommending a substitute for a 

bill originating in the other house is adopted, the 

substitute oill shall be printed. 

&-18. Amendments to a bill by the second house shall 

not be further amended by the house in which the bill 

originated, but must either be accepted or rejected. If the 

amendments are rejected, a conference coMmittee aay be 

requested by the house in which the bill originated. 

6-19. If a zajority of a house adopts a recommendation 

for th€ passa:Je of a bi 11 or i ~ inati ng in that house aft·>r it 

has been returned fro• a co.mittee with aaendments, not less 

than six hundred 

canary paper with 

copies of the bill shall be printad on 

all amendments incorporated into the 

printed co,Jies. [f the bill has b"en return<'O from a 

comillittee without amendments, only the first sheet sha11 be 

printed on canary paper, and the remainder of the text 

incorporatej by refer9nce to the ~receding print 3 d version 

of the entire bill. 3ills referred to the bills commi~tee 

of the house of origin for printing must be reported within 

three d~ys unless further time is granted by that house. 

t.c.=t!!sUlll.iruLil!HLf.nUllling 

6-20· <~hen a bi 11 has been re;>orted favoranl y by 
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committee of the whole of the house of origin and the r2port 

has been adopted, the bill shall be engrossed under the 

direction of the bills committee, and when reported 

correctly engrossed by the committee shall be placed on the 

calendar for third reading on the succeeding legislative 

day. Co~it~ee of the whole amendments shall be included in 

the engrossed bill. Copies of the engrossed bill to be 

distributed to legislators will be reproduced on blue paper. 

If a bill is unamended by the com•lttee of the whole, 

contaiAS no clerical errors. and is neatly written, it aay 
be engrossed without retyping, and only the first sheet 

shall be printed on blue paper ~ith the remainder of the 

text incorporated by reference to the preceding printed 

version of the entire bill. 

lf a bill is amended by the standing committee or 

committee of the whole in the second house, the amendaents 

will b~ included in a •reference• bill ~nd distributed in 

the second house for third reading consideration. The 

amendMents will also be reproduLed and attached to the 

refer~nce bill. If the bill passes on tnird reading. copies 

of the reference bill and second house amendments will be 

distributed in the original house. 

J-21· When a bill has ~assed both houses it shall be 

enroll"d by the L~gislative Servicos Division of the 

Legislative Council as an act of th~ legisliture under the 
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direction af the bills committee of the house of origin. An 

oriqinal and three duplicate typewritten copies of the oill 

sha11 be en,.-ollcdw f~ea from all correction5 ~nd errors, 

~ith a margin of two inches at the top and 011e inct1 on 3dCh 

side, with twenty-five unnumbered lines to tne paga. In 

s2ctions amending existinq st~tutes new fidtter sh~ll b~ 

und~rlinedt and matter stricken with a 1 ine throujh it sh~ll 

be omitted. The typewriting shall be done with a black 

record ribbon, pica type, on paper eight and one-half inches 

wide and eleven inches long. The original and two copies 

only cf the bill shall be r~d lined. Thr history of th• 

bill shall also be enrolled and placed in back of the bill 

in a white manuscript cover, upon which is written th2 

number of the bill and the title. 

~hen the enrolling has been completed, the oill shall 

be examined by the author and the bills co~mittee and 

reported correctly enrolled. 

The correctly enrolled bill shall be delivered to the 

presiding officer of the house in which the bill originated. 

The presiding officer shall announce from the rostrum, the 

announcement to be t::ntef'"e,1 in the jo~rnal, tn;! sp~cific 

bills to be signed by him and shall designate a time when 

such bill shall be signed, and he shdll sign the oriJinal 

and 

the 

4 

two copies of each bill delivered to him not later than 

next l~gislative day after it has been reported 
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correctly enrolled, unless the bill is delivered on the last 

legislative day in which event it shall be signeJ that day. 

The fact of signing shall be entered upon the journal no 

later than tne next l~gislative day. At any time ~fter the 

report of a bill correctly enrolled and before the signing, 

if a member si]nifies his d~sir~ to exa-.,ine the bi1)y he 

~hall be permitted to do so. The bill shall then be 

transmitted to the other house where the same procedure 

shall be followed. 

The original and two copies signed by the presidiny 

offic'2r of each nouse shall b~ presented by the :-ills 

committee to the governor. The bills coamittee shall take a 

receipt from the governor and shall report to the house the 

day and hour of such presentation, which shall be entered in 

the journal. The original and the unsigned copy shall be 

filed with the secretary of state. Signed copies with 

chapter numbers assigned pursuant to Section 62-2Z09, shall 

be filed with the clerk of the supre~e court and the 

legislative Services Division of the legislative Council. 

EL::::.~~M1.ing==-'01119 i ttee-2L.t.hiLlttllll.e 

6-22• All bills which have been reported by a 

committee, accepted by the house concerned and priatedo 

shall be posted on the calendar for consideration by 

committee 

respective 

of the whole. The s~rgeants-at-drms of the 

houses shall record the time each b i 11 is 
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recaived and the time the bill is placed on members• d<sks. 

Until the fiftieth legislative day, one day must elapse 

oetween the time a committee approv~d 3ill is pldC2d on th~ 

me~bers• desks and consideration by committee of the whole. 

t>i 11 s shall be arranged on the calenda~ in numerical ~~jer 

unless they are companion bills or are otherwise ordered by 

the housa or committee of the whol€ of the nouse concerned. 

6-23. Every bill considered in committee of the whole 

s~all be read by a summary of its title and by its history 

and considered section by section. 

6-24· ~rior to adoption of a committee of the ~hole 

report. a member may MOve to segregate a bill. If the motion 

:Hev~~ils..- the hill remains on second re.HHn.J• 

6-25. When a committee of the whole report on a bill is 

rejected the bill shall remain on second reading. 

6-26. Either house may resolve itself into a committee 

of the whole by approval of d motion for t~at pur~ose. So 

far as ~ay be applicable, the rules governing each ~ouse 

shall be observed when that house resolves itself into a 

committee of the whole, -2xcept as follows: 

(1) The only 1110tions in order ar"' to amend; tc 

recom~end passage or nonpassage; to recommend concurrenc2 or 

nonconcurrenca; to injefinitely postpon£!; tu p...:;~SS 

consjderation; to rise; to rise and report; an~ ~o ris~ ~nd 

report progress and ask leave to sit again. 
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(2) The committee may not appoint subcommittees. 

(3) The committee may not puni>h its members for 

misconduct, but may ~eport disorder to the house concerned. 

(4) Unless otherwise prescribed by either house before 

going into committee of the whole, a member may speak as 

often as he is recognized and for as long each time as is 

allowed in debate in the particular house. 

6-27. After a co•mittee of the whole has been formed, 

the presiding officer shall appoint a chairman to preside. 

Upon r@suming the chair, the presiding officer shall receive 

the report of the chairman of the committee and the house 

shall take action on the report. 

y~-Thjrd Readjng--Gove~~-~ 

6-28. No bill shall become a law except by vote of a 

majority of all the me~bers present in each house, nor 

unless on its final passage the vote be taken by ayes and 

nue59 and the nam2s of those voting be entered on th2 

journal (Montana Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 11(1) and (2))• 

Any vote in one house on a bill proposing an amendment 

to tne Mo11t~na State Constitution where the mathematical 

possibility exist~ of obtaining the necessary two-thirds 

vote of the legislature will cause the bill to progress as 

though it had received th~ majority vot2. 

6-29. ~_very .Jill s1all b? read thr-"e tim(·~ ,:;rior- to 

passage, either by title or by summary of ti tl·• as provided 
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in these rules. The first reading shall be as prescribed in 

Joint Rule 6-10; the saconj prior to debat2 in committ9e of 

the whole; and the third, which shall be by complete title, 

prior to final p3ssage. ~o bill shall receive more than one 

reading on the same day except on the last legislative uay. 

No amendment may be off3red on the Lhird ~e~~Jin~. 

b- 30 0 ( 1} 

bi 11 s proposing 

bills ratifying 

Each bill passed by the legislature• exc~pt 

amendments to the Montana Constitution, 

proposed 

Constitution, 

l8gisl ature.-

resolutions, 

amendments to the United States 

and referendum Measures of the 

~hall ~e submitted to the ~overnor for his 

signature. If he does not sign or veto the bill within five 

days after its delivery to him if the legislature is in 

session or within twenty-five days if the Jegislatur2 is 

adjourned• it shall become a law. The governor shall return 

a vetoed bill to the legislature with a state.ent of his 

reasons therefo~. 

(2) Th-e governor "'ay ,.-etur-n any !Jill to the 

legislature with his recommendation for amendment. lf the 

legislature passes the bi 11 in accordance with the 

1overnor•s reco•mandation. it shall a]ain r.~tur~ th2 bill to 

the governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

return a bill for amendment a second time. 

(3) If after receipt of a veto message, two-thirds of 

the members present approve the bill, it shall become law. 
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(4) If the legislature is not in session when the 

governor vetoes a billo he shall return the bill with his 

reasons the~efor to the legislature as provided by law. The 

legislature may r8convene to reconsider any bill so vetoed. 

(5) The governor ~ay veto ite~s in appropriation 

billst and in such instances the pr~c~dure shall be the same 

as upon veto of an entire oill (Montana Constitution, A~t. 

VI. Sec. lO)o 

&-31. Upon receipt of a veto message the presiding 

officer shall read the message. After the reading a member 

may move thdt the yovernor• s v:~to shall b::: overridden. A 

deter•ined by ~oll call. If vote on the motion shall be 

two-thirds of the members present vote •aye• the veto is 

overridden. If two-thirds of the members present do not vote 

•aye" the veto is sustained. 

6-32o If the governor returns a bill to the originating 

house with his recommendations for amendment, such house 

shall reconsider the bill under its rules relatins to 

amend~ent offered in co~mittee of the whole. The bill 

then subject to the following procedures: 

is 

(a) The originating house shall transmit to the sqcond 

house. for consideration under its rules relating to 

amend .. ents in com,ni ttee of the whole, the bi 11 

or iginatj ng hvus-e•s approval or disapproval 

governor•s recommendctions. 
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( D I If both houses approve the s;ovt:!rnor•s 

r2commendations the bill shall be returned to the gov2rnor 

f~r his r~cunsider0tion. 

(c) If both houses di sa;:Jpr-ove the 

r~com~endations the bill shall be returnej to 

for his rac~nsid~ration. 

{ ,j I If one i'lOU$8 dis<opproves the 

goverr.or•s 

t;1o2 QOv:rnor-

::Jver.,or• s 

r2commenUations ono th~ other hous~ approves, th~n ~ither 

house may rJquest a confar~nce ccmmitte3 which may be a fre~ 

conference co~n1ittee. 

(i) 

report, 

If 

tho' 

both 

b i 11 

houses adopt a conferenc"'1 committe:.~ 

in accordance- with tha report shall be 

r2turr1ea ~o the governor for his reconsiJ~r~tion. 

(i i) If a conference committee fails to reach a~rGement 

or if its report is not adopted ~y both ~ouses the 

governor•s recommendations shall be considered not approve1 

ana the bill shall bo ret~rned to t~a governor for further 

C·)ns.i J --r~t i :-~n. 

i::!.o_=-T Uil.:i!l!il.LU-2f__~ 

... -11. ·ICh ~lOUS2' :-;,h~ll trans.nit to t"lt· -..Jt.h .. -r wit.l any 

hi 11 c>l1 reL·v,nt p.oper~. When a house ~ill i-s t:r-ansmittof:' . .l 

fro~ th£ House of R~presentatives to the Sand~e~ the 

~~cretary of the Sen~te sh~ll give a dat2d receipt for th~ 

~ill to th~ ch~ef clerk 0f tha Hous~. ~hen 3 Senat= oill is 

transmitt~~ to th2 Hous2 Jf Representatjvas, the chief :ler~ 
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of the Hous~ shall give a dated receipt to the secretary of 

the Senate. 

6-34. ;.~o oi1ls, except for appropriation bills, 

revenue bills and amendments considered by joint committee 

need to be acted upon (save for reference to a committee by 

the presidin~ officer) if transmitted from one house to the 

ottler 3fter the forty-fifth legislative day, but shall be 

held pendin] in the house to which it is transmitted unless 

two-thirds of the members present and voting shall determine 

that the bi 11 shall be acted upon. Amendments. except to 

appro~riatlon bills and revenue 

deferred for consideration 

bills, shall likewise be 

if transmitted after the 

fifty-fifth legislative day thereof. 

A revenue bill is one which would either increase or 

decrease tax collections. 

Appropriation and revenue bills shall be transmitted 

from the ori indl house on or before the fiftieth day unless 

tw~-tniros of the membars present and vatin.l 

receiving housB ~hall determine that tha oi11 

transJit~aa ;ft?~ the fiftieth day • 

in thf> 

may be 

b-35. When a bill nas received its third reading or has 

been ~ejected, th ~ tlou Sot! that considered the b i 11 shall 

imm~diately transmit it to the other house with notice of 

its act_ion. 

~-36. A11 bills r0port~d out ~f a c3mmittee of the 
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legislature having an effect on the revenues. ex~enditures, 

or fiscal l lability of the state, except 3ppropri3tion 

measures carrying specific dollar amounts. sha11 include a 

fiscal note incorporating an estimat~ of such effect. The 

legislative Council staff shall indicate at the to? of each 

bill preparad for introduction that a fiscal note may be 

necessary under this rule. Fiscal notes shall b~ requast~d 

by the presiding officer of either house, who shall 

determine the need for the note at the time of introduction, 

based on the legislative Council staff recommendation. 

The state budget di~ector, in cooperati~o wit~ th~ 

agency or agencies affected by the bill, Is responsible for 

the preparation of the fiscal note and shall return the same 

within six days, unless further time is granted by the 

presiding officer or committee making the raquest based upon 

a written statement from the budget director that additional 

time is nec~s~ary to properly prepare the n·:>te. 

A completed fiscal note shall be submitted oy the 

budget director to the presiding officer who requested ito 

who shall refer it to the COffi~ittee considering the bill. 

All fiscal notes shall be printed a~d placed on the memoars• 

desks. 

riscal notes shall, where ~ossibleo show in dollar 

amounts the estimated jncrtase or decrease in revenues or 

expenditures, costs which may be absorbed without additonal 
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fundsy and 1ong-range financial implications. No comment o~ 

opinion relative to meri.ts of the bill shall be included; 

however, technical o~ mechanical defects may be noted. 

A fiscal note also may be requested on a bill and on an 

amendment by: 

(1) a committee considering tne bill, or 

121 a majority of the members of the house in which 

the bill is to be considered, at the time of second reading. 

or 

13) the chief sponsor through the presiding officer. 

The budget director shall make available on request to 

any member of the legislature all background info~mation 

used in developing a fiscal note (Sections 43-1001 through 

43-1006o R.c.M. 1947). 

each 

CHAPTER 1 

Committees 

1-1. The committee on legislative ajministration 

all matters concerned house shall consider 

of 

with 

seatingo mileage and per diem. legislative employaes. the 

control of the legislative propertyo and the budgetiny for 

and e~penditure of appropriations for the operation of the 

legislature• in cooperation with the business manager. 

7-2. A standing committee shall submit a written report 

in triplicate on all bills or matters referred to it within 

seven days after referenceo unless at the request of the 

-36-
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com•ittee and for good cause shown, further time is granted 

by the house concerned. 

7-3. If th::;- members of a committee cannot. 2gr2e .-.n a 

rPpo~t, th~ majo~ity and minority of the committee pr~sent 

at a committee meeting may submit separate r~vorts. Only on2 

minority re~ort may be submitted. Such reports shall be 

enter3d at length on the journal, unless otherwise oraered 

by the hous~ concerned. 

7-4. All committees and subcommittees shall keep 

minutes of their •eetings and, at the close of the session, 

shall 01al<.e five complete copies and shall turn the ori.;inal 

of the minutes over to the chief clerk of the House or 

s~cretary of tha Senat2 fo~ delivery to th2 historical 

society. The aajority and minority leader of each house and 

the Legislative Council shall each be given one copy of the 

-111 i nutes. 

1-~. The ca31mitte~ on bills anj journ-<1, th·, .-lJl:..os 

committee.,. ,Jnd conference committees :nay report at a.ny time, 

except dur ins; a call of the house or when a vote is ,)~ i n,_J 

t~k~n. Rep0~ts from th~ ~ills and journal comn1itte! Shdll 

stand approved without formal action. 

7-6. All bills providing for an appropriation of 

public moneys may first be considered by a joint comn1ittee 

composecl of the memoers of the Senate Committee on Fin3nce 

end Claims dnd the House Committee on Appropriations, and 
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then by each separately. Meetings of the joint committee 

shall be held upon call of the chairman of the House 

Committee on Appropriations who shall 

joint committee. 

be chairman of the 

7-7. The chairman of each committee has general control 

and direction of the hall and committee room of the 

committee over which he presides. subject to the control of 

the presiding officer under Rule l-3. Except as provided in 

Joint Rule 7-6, the chairfian of the Senate committee shall 

be chaiTman of all joint committees. 

7-8. If either house requests a conference and appoints 

a committe~ fo~ the purpose of discussing an amendment on 

which the s~nate and the House of Represantatives cannot 

agree, the other house shall appoint a committee consisting 

of the same number of members. The time and place of all 

conference committee meetings shall be agreed upon by their 

chairman and be announced from the rostrum. This 

announcement is in order at any ti•e• Failure to mak~ this 

announcement shall not affect the validity of the 

le9isl~tion. The ccnferenc~ committe~5t naving conferr2d, 

shall report to their respective houses the result of their 

conference. A conference committee shall confine itself to 

the dis~ute0 am~ndmant. 

If eith~r hous~ rc~u~sts a fr~e conference committee 

and the other house concurs. appointments will be made the 
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same as above. A free confe~ence committee may discuss a 

bi 11 in its entirety and is not confined to a particular 

.amendment. 

7-9. In joint 

committees, members 

committees other 

vote individually 

than conferenc-2 

and not by hous~s. 

aecause conference committ~as are joint meetings 3f sapar~te 

committees, in conference committe~s the c0mmittees fr~m 

each house vote separately, and a ~ajority of each committee 

must agree before any action may be taken. 

7-IOo When a conference com•ittee report is filed with 

the s~cretary or clerk ~he Sdme shall be read und~r ord~r of 

business No. 3o select coamitteeso and placed on the 

calendar for consideration on second readinJ• If recommended 

favorably by the co .. i ttee of the whole, it aay be 

considered on third reading the same legislative day. On 

the final legislative day a conference committee report 

shall be placed on the calendar for i~mediate considar~tion 

on second reading and shall be further co~sidered on third 

reading the same legislative day. 

7-11. Accredited press representatives may not be 

excluded fro~ any puolic legisldtive meeting or hearin~ 3nd 

may not be prohibited fro• taking photographs, televising, 

or recordin9 the committee or house hearings, subject to the 

discretion of the presiding officer in all matters of 

decorum and order. 
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CHAPTER 8 

Rules Bnd Journal 

B-1. Each house shall keep a journal of its 

proceedings, and may, in its discretion, from time to time, 

publish the sameo and the ayes and noes on any question 

shall, at the requtst of any two members, be enter~d o~ thP­

journalo 

8-2. The proceedings of each house which shall be 

entered on its journal include: 

{1) the number of each bill when it is introduced and 

subse~uently considered; the title of ~ach oill 

printed in the index of the peraanent journals. 

sh·>ll oe 

(2) every motion and the na•e of the me~ber makin~ it; 

(3) proposed constitutional amendments which have been 

voted for by two-thirds of the me•bers (Montana 

Constitution, Art. XIV, Sec. 8); 

(4) co•mittee reports; 

(5) roll call votes; 

(6) messages from the governor and the other house; 

{7) an entry of tne oath taken by the members {Sec. 

43-209, R.C.t~. l947). 

B-3. The bills and journal committee of each house 

shall supply the director of the legiSl3tive Services 

Division of the Legislative Council with the contents of the 

dally journal to be programmed on automated equip•ent. 
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examine its journal, distribute a daily journal to all 

l~gislatorso correct any arrorso and report each legisldtive 

d3y immediately after r~ll call. 

B-4. The journal of the Senate must be authenticated Dy 

the signature of the president, and the journal of the House 

of Representatives by Lh~ siqnature of the speaker. Tha 

aistribution of tne complet'd journals shall De made by the 

Legislative Services Division of the Legislative Council 

(Sec. 43-304o R.c.H. 1947). 

8-5. (l) A joint rule may be repealed or aaended only 

with the concurrence of both houses. under the procedures 

adopted by each house for the repeal or amendment of its own 

rul2s. 

(2) A joint rule governing the procedure for handling 

bills may be temporarily suspended by the consent of 

two-thirds of the members of either houseo insofar as it 

ri)pli~s to the housa sus~JnJin, it. 

(J) Any rules committee report reco~mending a cnanga 

in joint rules shall be referred to the other house for 

concurr€nt ~ction. Any n•·w rule or any change in the rules 

of ~ither h~u5e shall be transmitted to the other house for 

info~mational purposes. 

8-6. Mason's Manual of Legislative ?rocedur? governs 

th~ proceedings of the Senat2 ana House of Representatives 

in all cases not covered ~y these rules. 
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8-7. The Legislative Council shall codify and publish 

in one volume the rules of the Senate. the rules of the 

House of Representatives and the joint rules of the Senate 

and Hous£ of Representatives. Upon adoption~ the secretary 

of the Senate and the chief clerk of the House of 

Repre5entatives shall provide the office of the Legislative 

Council with one copy of all motions or resolutions amendin~ 

Senate, house or joint rules, and with copies of all minutes 

and reports of the rules com•ittees. After the rules have 

been publ is.hedo the legislative 

copies as directed by the 

Representatives. 

Counc i1 

Senate 

s.hall 

and 

dl stri bute 

House of 

8-B. Pursuant to the authority established in Sections 

43-901 through 43-904, the following fee schedule is 

established for the legislative proceedings: 

One complete set of the proceedings of any regular 

session, $LOO; an additional S75 is re~uirad for mailing by 

first-cldSS ~ail; an additional $100 is required for airmail 

delivery. 

One complete set of the proc2edings of any special 

sessi~n, 125. 

Single copies of billso resolutions or amendments may 

~e ~urchased accordinJ to the length of the oocument as 

follows: 

t-15 p3ges•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••s .?5 
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16-40 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••s .so 

41-100 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$ .75 

101-ZOJ pa3es••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Sl.JU 

~ver 20C pageS•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••S2.GO 

Single copies of status sheets, 

status of proceedings, 

indiceS••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$ .1c ' 

Copies of enacted Oills •• ••••••••••••••••••••••COSt of 

reproduction. 

Section 43-903, R.C.M. 1947, excludes certain groups 

and provides that they ara entitled to receive a complete 

set of legislative proceedings without chdrge. 

•Representatives of general circulation newspapers• is 

defined to include only those newspapers available to the 

general public through newsstand distribution. 

circulated to an organization meabership 

Newspapers 

list and 

publications sponsored oy orJanizations involved in loboyin~ 

do not qualify their representatives to receive free copies 

of the proceedings. 

CHAPTER 9 

Voting Procedure 

9-1. Except as provided in Joint Rule 9-2, every member 

present when a question is put shall vote unless the house 

of which he is a member excuses him. 

9-2. A member who has a personal or private interest in 

-lo3-

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

~ 

1 

8 

" 
10 

11 

1.2 

l3 

llo 

15 

16 

l1 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0647/01 

any measure or bill proposed or pending before the 

leyislature shall disclose the fact to the house of which he 

is a me~bero and shall not vote thereon. 

9-3. Amendments to the constitution may be proposed by 

any member of the legislature. If adopted by an affirmative 

r~ll call vote of two-thirds of all the members of the 

legislature. the amendment shall be deemed approved by the 

legislature (Montana Constitution, .t.rt. XIV, Sec. 8). 

9-4· When a measure requiring the concurrence of 

two-thirds of the members is under consideration, a majority 

vot2 is sufficient to decide any qu,astion ~elating to the 

measure short of third reading. 

'1-5· A roll call vote shall be taken on the request of 

two membe~s. 

9-6. On a roll call vote the names of the members shall 

be called alphabetically, unless an electrical voting system 

is used. A member may not vote or change his vote 3fter the 

decisjon is announced from the chair. A mem~er may not 

explain his vote until after the decision is announced from 

the chair. 

'J-1. ( l) On third reading the question shall oe stated 

as follows: •senate (or House) bill number having 

been read three several times, the question is, shall the 

bill ~ass (or be concurred in).• 

(2) If an electrical voting system is used the 
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presiding officer shall ring the bell after stating the 

question and then stat~ "Thos~ in favor vote yea and those 

opposed vote no." After a reasonable pause the presiding 

offic~r asks nHas every memoer voted?" [reasonable pause} 

"Does any member wish to change hi~ or her vote?" 

(reasonable pause) •The clerk (secretary) will now r~cord 

the vote." 

9-8. Two members may pair on a measure that will be 

det8r1nineo ~y a maJority vote. On d measure requirin~ 

two-thirds vote for adoption three members say pair, with 

two .embers for the measure and one member against. Pairing 

is permitted only when one of the ·paired 01embers is absent 

l3 when the vote is takpn. 

14 9-9. An agree•ent to pair aust be in writing and dated 

lS and signed by the members agreeing to be bound, and must 

16 specify the duration of the pair. When an agreement to pair 

17 is fil2d with the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of 

13 the House of Representativesy it shall bind tne me~bers 

19 signing until the expiration of time for which it was 

20 si~jned, unless. the tla,i red members sooner- app-c-·ar and ask that 

21 the dfJr""2ement be cancelled. 

22 

.u 

24 

9-10. Every vote of each member of the leyislature on 

e.Jc.t-~ subst.antiv-<o: question in the legislatur--2t in any 

commit~~e, ~r in committee of the whole shall be recorded 

25 and made public. On final passa9e of any bill or joint 

-45-

' 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

LC 0647/01 

resolution the vote shall be taken by ayes and noes and the 

names entered on the journal. A roll call vote shall be 

taken on nonsubstantive questions on the request of two 

members, who may likewise on any vote. request that the ayes 

and noes oe spread upon the journal. Roll call votes and 

other votes which are to be made public but are not 

specificallf required to be spread upon the journal shall be 

entered in th~ minutes of th~ appropriate committee or of 

the appropriate house and a copy of such minutes shall be 

filed 'with the Montana state historical society 1Montana 

Constitution, Art. v. Sec. 11{2))• 

-End-
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~~ JOINT RESOLUTION 

I NTROOUCE D BY ~:::_~TcPrU'.vS 

Approved by Comrn. 
on Rules 

NO. _}___ 

HOUSE OF A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RUlES 

TO GOVERN ITS PROCEEDINGS. 

NOW, THEREFORE• BE IT RESOlVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSi 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HUNTANA: 

That the following joint rules are adopted: 

CHAPTER 1 

Presiding Officer -Decorum, 

Order and Debate 

1-1. The presiding officer of the Senate is the 

president and the presiding officer of the House of 

Representatives is the speaKer. The presiding officer of 

each house shall take the chair on every legislative day at 

the hour to which that house adjourned at the last sitting. 

After call to order, prayer by the chaplain and roll call, a 

r'port on the journal for the preceding legislativa dily 

shall be given in the pres~ nee of a quoi'"Uifl• and ·:!-ach hous-? 

shall proceed with the regular order of business. 

1-2. The ~residing officer, or any member acting a~ 

presidin~ officer, of each house shall pre~ervc order and 

decorum, and in case of aisturbance or disorde~ly con.1uct, 

There are no changes in be re-run. . 
Please refer to white copy for complete text. S E C 0 N D R E A D l 

LC 0647/01 

may order the galleries or lobbies to be cleared. 

2 1-3. The presiding officer of each house has general 

3 control and direction of the hall• chamber, rooms, passages 

4 and corridors of the house over which he presides. Reporters 

5 on assign•ent in either house are subject to placement by 

"' 
the presiding officer. 

1 1-4. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

8 all questions of order, subject to an appeal by any member 

9 seconded by two other members. No member may speak more than 

10 once dn an appeal without the consent of a •ajority of the 

11 house of which he is a .amber. 

12 1-5. When a member desires to speak he shall rise and 

13 address the presiding officer and, being recognized, shall 

14 speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

15 grants per•isslon to speak from some other place on the 

lb floor. When two or •ore members rise at the same time the 

11 presiding officer shall name the member who is to speak 

18 first. 

19 1-6. When a member has been called to order, he shall 

ZJ sit down until the presiding officer determines whether he 

21 is in order or not. If the member is called to order for 

22 words spoken in debate, the language excepted to shall be 

23 taken down in writing by the chief clerk or secretary. 

24 1-7. Questions of ?rivilege ar~: first9 those affectin~ 

25 the collective rights, safety, dignity, and integrity of the 

-2-
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proceedings of either house; and secondo those affecting the 

r i ghtso reputation and conduct of individual m·,mbers of 

either house in their capacity as members. A question of 

privilege affecting 

precedence over a 

individual ~~ber. 

ei-r.her 

question 

house collectively takes 

of privile~e affectinJ an 

l-8. The presiding officer of each house shall sign all 

subpoenas approved or issued by the house over which he 

presides. The business ~anager and the presiding officer 

will cosign all payrolls. 

1-9. (l) A colllmunication or pa;.>er shall be address.·d to 

the presiding officer, and shall bear the na•e of the p"rson 

sub•itting it. When the r2ading of a paper is called for and 

a •e•ber objects, it shall be deter•ined by a vote of the 

house without debate. This subsection does not apply to 

billso or to communications fro. the governor or the other 

house. 

(2) A paper for or against proposed legislation may not 

be placed on the desks of the members or circulatea within 

the cha~ber unless the person responsible has signed it and 

has received permission from the presiding officer to 

distribute it in the house concerned. 

1-10. When the presiding officer is a member of the 

house over which he is presiding he shall vote as any other 

member, and may not vote a second time. 
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CHAPTER 2 

Meetings, Quorums and Attendance 

l-1. The hour of meeting of the Senate is 1:30 p.m. 

unless otherwise ordered by the Senate. The hour of meeting 

of the House of Representatives is 1:30 p.m. unless 

otherwise o~dered by the house. 

2-2. lobbying on the floor of the Senate or Hous~ of 

Representatives is prohibited during the session and within 

one hour prior to the com•encement of a session and within 

one-half hour after recess or adjourn~ent. 

2-3. The sessions of the leqislature and of the 

committee of the wholeo all coa.ittee meetings, and all 

hearings shall be open to the public (Montana Constitution, 

Art. v, Sec. 10(3))• 

2-4. Neither house shallo without the consent of the 

other, adjourn or recess for more than three days, nor to 

any other place than that in which the two houses shall be 

sitting (Montana Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 10(5))• 

2-5. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum 

to do busin~ss. but a smaller number may adjourn from day to 

day, and compel the attendance of absent mEmbers, in such 

manner and under such penalties as each house may prescribe 

(Montana Constitution. Art. v. Sec. 10(2)1• 

2-6. Unless he is excused? a member of the House or 

Senate shall be present at every sittinJ of the house of 

-4-
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~~~ JOINT RESOLUTION NOo ~­
INTRODUCED BY '"/rl~~~~~r£PN(' .. S 

-u-r------~----------

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF TKE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RULES 

TO GOVERN ITS PROCEEDINGS. 

NONo THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF TKE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the following joint rules are adopted: 

CHAPTER l 

P~esidin~ OfficeT - O~corum• 

Dra~r and Debate 

1-1. The presiding offi,er of the Senate is the 

president and the presiding offi,er of the House of 

Representatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

odach houst> ·_,.hall t.-1-ke tn.o_ chair on every l~gisl.:.tiv~-' 111y dt 

the hour to wnich that house adjourned at the last sitting. 

After call to order, prayer by the chaplain and roll ca11, a 

rcp~rt on the journal for the pre,•diny 1Hgis1Jtiv_ day 

shall be gi<e~ in the presence of a quoru•• and oach house 

shall pro,eed with the regular order of business. 

l-2. The pr~siaing officar~ or any me~·>er actin] a5 

presiding officer. of eacn- housf! shall pre~~rv'~ ord«:r ..JnJ 

d~Pcorum, a,d in case of <listurbance or 1i '!jOrrl~~Tl y c.an:Juct, 
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may order the galleries or lobbies to be cleared. 

1-3. The presiding officer of each house has general 

control and direction of the hall, chamber, rooes, passages 

and corridors of the house over which he presides. Reporters 

on assignment in either house are subject to ~lace•ent by 

the presidinq officer. 

1-4. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

all questions of order, subje't to an appeal by any .amber 

seconded by two other eeabers. No member •ay speak .are than 

once on an appeal without the consent of a eajority of the 

house of which he is a •eeber. 

1-5. When a member desires to speak he shall rise dnd 

address the presiding officer and, being recognized, shall 

speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

grants permission to speak from soae other place on the 

floor. When two or •ore •embers rise at the same tiee the 

~residing officer shall name the member who is to speak 

first. 

1-6. When a member has been called to ordero he shall 

sit .down until the presiding officer determin"s whether he 

is in order or not. If th~ me•ber is called to order for 

words spoken in debate, the language excepted to shall be 

taken down in writing by the chief clerk or secretary. 

1-1. Questions of ~rivilege ar•= first, those affectin~ 

tne collective rights, Sdf3ty, di]nity, and integrity of the 

-2-
There are no changes in 5 J.!:Z::: , & will not be re-run. 5d.l? :t: 
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proceedi.ngs of either hause; and second, th·JSe affect in. th;, 

rights, reputation ana conduct of individual ~abers of 

either house in their c~aGity as ~embers. A qu~sti<>n of 

. privilege affecting eic.her house collectively takes 

s 

precedence over a question of privi le..Je affect in.: an 

individual mcmbe~. 

1-8. The pres{ding officer of each house shall si;n all 

subpoenas approved or issued by the house over Mhich he 

presides. Th~ business manager and the presiding officer 

will cosign all payrolls. 

1-9. ( 1) A co.,mu ni cation or pa;>er shall De address." to 

the presiding officer, and shall bear the na•e of the p~rson 

sub•itting it. When the raading of a paper is called for and 

a ..,•ber objectso it shall be deter•ined by a vote of the 

house without debate. This subsection does not apply to 

billso or to co .. unications fro• the governor or the ~ther 

house. 

(21 A ~aper for or ayainst proposed legislation may not 

be placed on the desks of the •embers or circulated within 

the challlber unless the person respons.ible has signed it and 

has received peraission fro• the presiding ~fficer to 

distribute it in the house concerned. 

1-10• When the presiding officer is a member of the 

house over which he is ~residing he shall vote as any other 

.eaber, and •ay not vote a second time. 
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CHAPTER 2 

Meetings, Quorums and Attendance 

Z-1. The hoHr of meeting of the Senat~ is 1:30 p.m. 

unless otherwise oraered by tha Senate. Th~ hour of ~e2tjng 

of the House ot Representatives is t:30 P••• 

otherwise order~d bf th2 hous3. 

unless 

2-2. lobbying on the floor of the Senate or Hous~ of 

Representatives is prohibited durin~ the session and Mithin 

one hour prior to the cosaencement of a session and within 

one-half hour after recess or adj~urnment. 

2-3. The sessions of the l~~islaturE ana of the 

co•111ittee of the whole, all. co•11ittee Meetings. and all 

hearings shall be open to the public (Montana Constitution, 

Art. v, Sec. 10(3)1• 

2-4. Neither house shall• without the consent of the 

other. adjourn or recess for •ore than three days. nor to 

any other place than that in which the two houses shall be 

sitting (Montana Constitution, Art. Vt Sec. 10(5))• 

2-5. A •ajority of each house shall constitute a quoru• 

to do business, but a s~aller number may adjourn fro11 day to 

day, ~nd compel the attendance of absent members, in such 

•anner and under such penalties as each house •ay prescribe 

( .. ont·anc:. Constitutiont Art. y, Sec,. 10(2))• 

2-6. Unless he is excused, a ~ember of the House or 

Senate shall be present at every sittin~ of tne house of 

-4-
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January 14, 1977 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES COMMITTEE ON RULES 

AMENDMENTS TO SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 1 

That Senate Joint Resolution No. 1, as introduced, be amended 
as follows: 

1. Amend page 22, section 6-7, lines 17 and 18. 
Following: 11 bills" 
Insert: 11

, committee bills 11 

2. Amend page 23, section 6-7, line 2. 
Following: "bills" 
Insert: "and committee bills 11 

3. Amend page 23, section 6-7, line 3. 
Strike: "twenty-fifth11 

Insert: "thirtieth11 

4. Amend page 43, section 8-8, lines 14 and 15. 
Following: 11 include11 

Strike: "only those newspapers available to the general public ~ 
through newsstand distribution" 

Insert: "the Associated Press, United Press International, Great 
Falls Tribune, Lee Newspapers, and other daily and weekly 
newspapers of general interest and circulation, including 
student newspapers from institutions of higher education" 

AND AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN. 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. l 

INTRODUCED BY MURPHY, STEPHENS 

A JOINT R£SOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HGUSE tJf 

REPRESENTATIVES uF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT :{ULES 

TO GOVtRN ITS PROCEEDINGS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RfSOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

Of REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

That the following joint rules are adopted: 

CHAPTER 1 . 
Presiding Officer - Decorum, 

Order and Debate 

1-1. The presioing officer of the Senate is the 

j)Tesid~nt and the presiding officer of the House of 

Representatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

eacn house shall take the chair on every l2gislative day at 

the hour to which that ~ouse adjourned at the last sitting. 

After call to order, prayer by the chaplain and roll call, a 

report on the journal for the preceding legislative day 

shall oe given in the presence of a quorum, and each house 

shall proce~d ~ith the r~gular order of business. 

1-2. Tne presiding officer, or any member 3C~ing as 

pre5iding officero of each house shall preserve order and 

decorum, and in case of disturbance or disorderly conduct. 
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may order the galleries or lobbies to be cleared. 

1-3. Th~ presiding officer of each house has general 

control and direction of the hall, chamber, rooms, passages 

and corridors of the house over which he prasides. Reporters 

on assignment in either house are subject to placement by 

the presiding office~. 

l-4. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

all questions of order, subject to an appeal by any member 

seconded by two other members. No member aay speak sore than 

once on an appeal without the consent of a majority of the 

house of which he is a member. 

1-5. When a .a•ber desires to speak he snall rise and 

address the presiding officer ando being recognized, shall 

speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

grants permission to speak from so•e other place on the 

floor. When two or more members rise at the same time the 

presiding officer shall name the member who is to speak 

first. 

l-b. When a member has been called to order, he shall 

sit jown unti 1 the presiding officer determines wheth~r he 

is in order or not. If tha member is called to order for 

words spoken in debateo the language excepted to shall be 

taken down in writing by tne chief clerk or s~cretary. 

1-1. Questions of privilege are: first, those affecting 

the collective rights, safety, di]nityo and integrity of the 

-2- S.JR l 
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proceedings of either house; and second, those affecting the 

rights, reputation and conduct of individual members of 

either house in their capacity as members. A ~uastion of 

privilege affecting either house collectively takes 

precedence over a question of privileje affectin~ an 

individual me~ber. 

l-B. The presiding officer of each hou~e shall sign all 

subpoenas approved or issued by the house over which he 

presides. The business manager and the presidinJ officer 

will cosign all payrolls• 

l-9. Ill A communication or paper shall be addressed to 

the presiding officer, and shall bear the name of the person 

submitting it. When the reading of a paper is called for and 

a member objects, it shall be determined by a vote of the 

house without debate. This subsection does not apply to 

bills, or to comMunications from the governor or the other 

house. 

(2) A paper for or a~ainst proposed legislation may not 

be placed an the desks of the members or circulated within 

the chamber unless the person responsible has signed it and 

has received permission from the presiding officer to 

distribute it in the house concerned. 

1-10. Wnen the presiding officer is a member of the 

house over which he is presiding he shall vote as any other 

member 3nd may not vote a second time. 

-3- SJR l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SJR 0001/02 

CHAPTER 2 

Meetings. Quorums and Attendance 

~-1. The hour of meeting of the Senate is 1:30 p.m. 

unless otherwise ordered by the Senate. The hour of meeting 

of the House of Representatives is 1:30 P••• 

otherwise ordered by the house. 

unless 

2-2. Lobbying on the floor of the Senate or House of 

Representatives is prohibited during the session and within 

one hour prior to the co•mencement of a session and within 

one-half hour after recess or adjournment. 

2-3. The sessions of the legislature and of the 

committee of the whole, all ca.mittee meetings, and aJl 

hearings ~hall be open to the public (Montana Constitution, 

Art. v, Sec. 10(3))• 

2-4. Neither house shallo without the consent of the 

other, adjourn or recess for ~ore than three days, nor to 

any other place than that in which the two houses shall be 

sitting (Montana Constitution, Art. Vo Sec. 10(5})• 

2-5. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum 

to do business, but a smaJiar nu.Oer may adjourn from day to 

day, and co~pel the attandance of absent members, in such 

manner and under such penalties as each house ~ay prescribe 

(Montana Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 10(2))• 

2-b. Unless he is excused, a member of the ~ous~ or 

Senate shall be present at every sittin~ of the house of 

-4- SJR 1 
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which he is a memoer. 

2-1. In the absence of a quorum, a majority of me~bers 

present in either hous2 may compel the attendance of a~sent 

members by ordering a call of the house of which they are 

members. 

2-8. If a quorum is orasent, five members of the Senate 

may order a call of the Senate, and fifteen members of the 

House of Representatives may order a call of the house. 

2-9. On a call of either house. a member who refuses to 

attend may be arrested by the sergeant-at-arms or any other 

person, as the majority of such memb~rs present shall 

direct. Whe~ the attendance of an absent .ember is secured 

after a call of either house• if the house of which he is a 

member refuses to excuse his absence, he shall not be paid 

any per diem during his absence and is liable for the 

expenses incurred in procur-in:J his attendance. 

2-10. During a call of either house, all business of 

that house shall ile suspended. After a call has been ordered 

no motion is in or-dar except a motion to adjourn or remo~e 

the call. The call may be removed by a two-thirds vote. 

2-11. If either house is in session upon a 9iven day. 

whether or not the other house is in session. that aay shall 

constitute a legislativ~ day. 

CHAPTER 3 

Legislative Employees 
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3-1. The legislature shall prescribe the compensation 

of the officers and employees of each house by joint 

resolution. Each house shall prescribe the duties of its 

officers and employees and no payment shall be made from the 

state treasury, or be in any way authorized to any such 

person, except to an acting officer or employee elected or 

appointed in pursuance of law. 

3-2. Except as provided in Joint Rule 3-3 and Joint 

Rule 3-4• the business manager, subject to the supervision 

of the Legislative Council and subject to the approval of 

the respective houses, shall be responsible for personnel. 

3-3·. The co••ittee on legislative adainistration of 

each house shall appoint secretaries for standing or special 

committees on recommendation of the comalttee chairman, 

subject to the approval of the respective houses. A 

secretary for a standing or special comMittee is immediately 

responsible to the coamittee chairman, but when not occupied 

with the duties of a coamittee, shall work und~r the 

direction of the chief stenographer of each house. The 

director of the legislative Services Division of the 

legislative Council shall hire all engrossing and enrollin~ 

typists and proofreaders. 

3-4. The presiding officer and the majority and 

minority floor leader of each house may eacn ap~oint u 

private secretary. 
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3-5. The secretary of the Senate and chief clerk of the 

House of Representatives are responsible to the presiding 

officers of their respective housesa Their duties are: 

(a) To have custody of all records, bills, documents 

and other papers. 

(b) To supervise the making and exa~ination of the 

journal, and the handling of bill$ and resolutions. 

(c) To deliver to the appropriate officers or offices, 

as set forth in these rules during the session or at the 

close of each session, the journal, bill books and 

resolution books, and all copies of introduced and engrossed 

bills and joint resolutions. 

(d) To collect from the chairaan or secretaries of all 

standin~ com~itteeso special co .. ittees, committees of the 

whole, and conference co•mittees, the minutes of such 

c~mittees and deliver them to the state historical society. 

3-o. Journal clerks, bill clerks, typists, and other 

e~ployees responsible for legislativa functions, except 

secretaries for standing or special committees, secretaries 

to presiding officers, and secretaries to majority and 

minority floor leaders, are immediately responsible to the 

secretary of the Senate or the chief clerk of the House, 

subject to the general su~ervision of the presiding officer. 

Engrossing and enrolling clerks are immediately responsible 

to th~ .• rector of the Legislative Services Division of the 
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legislative Council under the direction of the bills 

committee. 

3-7. The duties of the engrossing and enrollin-J clerks 

are: 

(a) To engross or enroll all bills delivered to them 

within forty-eight hours after they have oeen received, 

unless further time is granted, in writingo by the presiding 

officer of the house in which the bill originated. 

(b) To correct clerical errors, with the consent of 

the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House of 

Representatives, in any bill originating in the house by 

which they are employed. 

follo~ing'may be corrected: 

Clerical errors such as the 

Iii errors in spelling 

(ii} errors in numbering sections 

(iii) adding or deleting underlining or lines through 

matter to be stricken 

(iv) material copied incorrectly fro~ the most recent 

Revised (odes of Montana. 

The secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the Hous~ 

shall obtain written permission from the principal sponsor 

before such corrections are made. 

When a committee is the sponsor of a billo any member 

thereof so designated by the chairman ~ay be the principal 

sponsor for the purpose of this section. 

-B- SJR 1 
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3-8. {l) The sergeants-at-ar~s are responsibla to the 

presiding officers of their respective houses. Their duties 

are: 

(a) To maintain order under the direction of the 

presiding officer. 

(b) 

(c) 

To execute commands and serve a11 processes. 

To receive, distribute and have custody of 

supplies. 

3-9. The assistant sergeant-at-arms. doorkee!"l'er-s., 

~atch~en, janitors. pages and other e~ployees responsible 

for general housekeeping functions ,are iiUediately 

responsible to the sergeant-at-arms, subject to the general 

supervision of the presiding officer. 

3-10. The duties of the chaplain of each house are to 

open each day's session with a prayer. 

3-11· A legislative aide or legislative intern is a 

person who has registered with the business manager and to 

whom the business manager has issued a distinctive 

identification form such as a name tag. The business mana~er 

may issue such identification only upon receiving written 

verification from a member that the person involved is 

serving him as an aide or intern. A person may not represent 

himself to be a legislative aide or intern unless he carries 

such identification. The sergeants-at-arms and doorkeapers 

shall enforce this rule. 
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Qualifications for lagislative interns are specified in 

Section 43-720 through 43-731t R.C.M. 1947. legislative 

aides must be of legal age. 

No •ember may designate more than one aide or 

without the approval of the Joint Rules Committee. 

intern 

3-12. An employee, legislative aide or legislative 

intern of either house is prohibited from lobbying as 

defined in Section 43-802 (l)t R.c.M. 1947. However, such 

person May testify before a coaaittee of either house on the 

reques~ of the co•mittee. Any person violating this rule 

shall be discharged. 

3-13. Disputes o~ coaplaints involving the competency 

or decorua of a legislative employee shall be referred to 

the co.mittee on legislative adainistration of the house by 

which the employee is eaployed. The coMmittee. in its 

discretion, may dismiss, suspend or re~ain the employee. The 

com•ittee on legislative administration shall periodically 

review the roster of employees and shall dismiss surplus 

employees. 

3-14. A business managero under the supervision of the 

legislative Council, shall serve both the S2nate and House 

of Representatives. 

The duties of the business manager are as follows: 

(1) Prior to a legislative session: 

{a) order supplies for each house; 
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(b) requisition printing of: (k) order name tags for each legislator; 

2 (i) House and Senate stationery, 2 (I) prepare packets for first 1 e g i s 1 at i v e day 

3 (ii) all necessary report forms, 3 including printed rules, telephone directory and pencils; 

4 (iii) printout sheets for House and Senate voting 4 (m) assign committee space and order necessary 

5 machines, and 5 committee signs for doors; 

b (iv) name plates for aesks; b (n) verify guide service ~ith Legislative Council; 

1 (C) inventory all interoffice forms ~nd duplicate a 7 (o) arrange for printing of seating charts; 

8 supply; 8 !PI take responsioility and control of legislative 

9 (d) clean all legislative committee rooms, offices, 9 equipment and furniture. 

10 and House and Senate chambers and prepare them for the 10 (2) During the session: 

ll session; 11 (a) verify hours for daily payroll and prepare 

12 (e) prepare recommendation to Senate Co••ittee on 12 payrolls for signature; . 
13 Finance and Claims and House Committee on Appropriations of 13 (b) prepare bi•onthly financial report and distribute 

14 proposed budget based on past sessions and anticipated 14 the report to legislative leaders in each house and to 

15 expenditures; 15 me~bers of the Senate Coamittee on Finance and Claims and 

1b (f) requisition rental of office equipment including 1b House Committee on Appropriations; 

17 duplicating machines, adding machines and calculators; 11 Cc) order office ~upplies as required; 

18 {g) r~quisltion parking permits; 18 (d) prepare all claims for payment. 

19 (h) collect applications for employment of legisl 'tive 19 (3) Following the session: 

20 employees who are under the jurisdiction of the legislative 20 (a) provide legislative Council with keys to all 

21 administration committees in both houses; 21 legislative committee ~ooms du~ing the interim; 

22 (i) supervise installation and connections of 22 (b) complete payroll forms and reports; 

23 legislative telephone services; 23 eel prepare claims for bills incurred during session; 

24 (j) assure that House and Senate roll call and sound 24 (d) take closing inventory of all fuT"niture and 

25 syste,.. are se~viced; 25 equipment and keep the written inventory on file. 
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(4) Pe~fo~m any othe~ se~vices for the leadership and 

the committees on legislative administration. 

3-15. Cont~acts for purchase or lease of equipment and 

supplies made by the business •anager du~ing the legislative 

session shall be made on the app~oval of the committee on 

legislative administration of each house, subject to the 

review of the presiding officer of the respective house. 

CHAPTER 4 

Order of Business 

4-1. After prayer, roll call, and repo~t on the 

journal, the order of business of the S4nate and House of 

Representatives is as follows: 

(1) Communications and petitions 

(2} Reports of standing com•ittees 

(3) Reports of select committees 

(4) H~~sages from the governo~ 

(5) Messages from the other house 

(6) Motions 

(7) First reading and commitment of bills 

(B) Second reading of bills (committee of the whole) 

{9) Third reading of bills 

(10) Unfinished business 

(11) Special orders of the day 

(12) Announcement of committee meetings 

To revert to or pass to a new order of business 
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requires only a majority vote. Unless otherwise specified in 

the motion to recess, the house involved shall ~evert to 

order of business No. 1 when reconvening after a recess. 

CHAPTER 5 

Motions 

5-l. When a motion is made it shall be ~estated by the 

presiding officer, and, if ~equested by the presidin9 

officer or a •ember, shall be reduced to writing and read 

aloudo A motion may be withd~awn by the member making it at 

any time before it is amended or voted upon. 

5-2. When a question is under debate no action may be 

made except the following privileged and subsidia~y motions 

which have ~recedence in the order listed: 

( l) To adjourn 

(2) For a call of the house 

(3) To recess 

(4) Question of privilege 

(5) To lay on the table 

(b) For the previous question 

(7) To postpone to a certain day 

(B) T" refer or com:oi t 

(9) To a01end 

(10) To postpone indefinitely. 

A question may be indefinitely postponed by a majo~ity 

roll call vote of all Members present and voting. When a 

-14- SJR 1 
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bill o~ resolution is postponed indefinitely, it is finally 

rejected and may not be acted upon again du~ing the biennium 

except upon a motion of ~econside~ation ~ade pursuant to 

Rule 5-4. 

5-3. No motion or proposition on a subject diffe~ent 

from that unde~ consideration shall be ad~itted unde~ colo~ 

of amendment o~ substitute. 

5-4. Any member may, on the day the vote was taken o~ 

on the next day the house in which the action was taken is 

in session, move to reconside~ the question. A motion to 

~econsider may not be withdrawn after such next legislative 

day without the unanimous consent of the house concerned, 

and thereafter any member may call it up for consideration; 

however, a motion to reconsider made after the fifty-fourth 

day of the session shall be disposed of when made. A motion 

to recall a bill from the other house constitutes notice to 

reconsider, and shall be acted on as a motion to reconsider. 

A motion to reconsider or to recall a bill from the other 

house may be made only under order of business No. 6o and 

under that order of business takes precedence over all 

motions except motions to recess or adjourn. 

5-5. ~hen a motion to reconsider is laid on the t3bleo 

a two-thirds majority is required to take it fro~ the table. 

When a motion to reconsider fails, the qu~stion is finally 

and conclusively settled. 
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5-6. ( l) Except as provided in subsection (21 of this 

rule, the effect of m~ving the previous question, if 

adopted, is to close debate immediately, to prevent the 

moving of amendments or other subsidiary motions, and to 

bring to vote pro•ptly the imaediately pending main question 

and the adhering subsidiary motions, whether on uppeal or 

otherwise. 

(2) When the previous question is ordered on any 

debatable question on which there has been no oebate, the 

question •ay be debated for one-half hour. one-half of such 

time to be given to the proponents and one-half to the 

opponents, 

S-7. A call of the house is not in order after the 

previous question is ordered, unless it appears upon an 

actual count by the presiding officer that a quoru• is not 

present. 

5-8. The following motions are not debatable: 

(l) To adjourn 

(2) For a call of the house 

(3) To ~ecess 

{4) For parliamentary inquiry 

(51 For suspension of the rules 

(6) To lay on the table 

(71 For the previous question 

(81 To limit, extend the limits ofo or to close debate 
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(9) To amend an undebatable motion or •senate Resolution"• It may be used to amend the rules of 

2 (10) To divide a question 2 one house or to provide for the internal affairs of the 

3 (Ill To pass business in committee of the whole 3 house adopting it. It does not require three readings or a 

4 (12) To take from th2 table 4 roll c311 vote. A member offering a simple resolution may 

5 (13) A decision of the presiding officer, unless 5 read it in his place ~efore introduction. When a simpla 

0 appealed or unless he submits the question to the house for b resolution has been introduced, it shall be referred to a 

7 advice or decisjon 7 committee. final action shall be taken on the Committee of 

8 (14) All incidental motions. such as motions relating 8 the Whole report. The trans•ittal of copies of simple 

9 to voting or other questions of a general procedural nature. 9 resolutions is the responsibility of the chief clerk or 

10 5-9. A member aay DOve to divide a question if it 10 secretary of the house of origin. 

11 includes two or eore propositions so disti~ct in substance 11 ~copy of every si•ple resolution is to be trans•itted 

12 that if one thing is taken away a substantive question will 12 after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

L3 1"e111ain. l3 the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

14 5-10. No more than one amendment and no more than one 14 (2) A joint resolution must be adopted by uoth houses 

15 suostitute motion may be made to a motion. This rule permits 15 and is not approved by the governor. It •ay be used to 

lf> the main motion and two modifying motio~s. lb express desire, opinion, sy•pathyo or request of the 

17 CHAPTER o 11 legislature; to amend the joint rules; to ratify or propose 

1a Bills and Resolutions 18 amendaents to the United States Constitution; and to direct 

19 A.--:F:u:m~ _of Bj))s--Defjojtjon _Qf_ BesoJutlgns--Gene~ 19 changes too repeal, or direct adoption ofo a rule in the 

20 f.J:2ll.i.ti2rul 20 Montana Administrative Code. Except as otherwise provided 

21 o-1. The only types of instruments other than ~ills 21 in th2se rules or the Constitution of the State of Montana. 

2Z which may be introduced in either house of th~ legislature 22 a joint res~lution is treated in all respects as a bill. 

23 are: 23 A copy of every joint resolution is to be transmitted 

24 (1) A simple resolution is a formalized motion p•ssed 24 after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

25 by one ~ouse only and baars the heading "rlouse Resolution" 25 the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 
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6-2. Bills shall be typewritten on pape~ eight and 

one-half by eleven inches with twenty-five numbered lines• 

and shall be introduced in quadruplicate. Pica type and a 

good black ribbon ~ust be used. Bills shall be nuzbered at 

the foot of each ~age (except page one) and shall have ~hite 

covers of a substantial matertal. In sections amendin3 

existing statutes• ~atter to be stricken out shall be 

indicated with a 1 ine through the words or part to be 

deleted• and new matter shall be underlined. Sections of the 

most recent Revised Codes of Montana repealed or amended in 

a bill shall be stated in the 

appropriation bills and bills 

general revision of the laws. 

title except for general 

for the codification and 

Introduced bills will be 

reproduced on white paper and distributed to legislators. 

6-3. No bill. except general appropriation bills. and 

bills for the codification and general revision of the laws. 

shall contain more than one subject. which shall be clearly 

expressed in the title. The enacting clause of every law 

shall be as follows: 0 Be it enacted by the legislature of 

the state of MontanaM. 

A bill shall be used to propose amendments to the 

Constitution of the State of Montana and shall not be 

subject to the veto of the governor {Montana Constitution. 

Art. Vlt Sec. 10(1))• 

6-4. All appropriation bills shall originate in the 
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House of Representatives. 

The general appropriation bills shall embrace nothing 

but appropriations for the ordinary expenses of the 

legislative. executive and judicial departments of th~ 

state. interest on public debt and for public schools. All 

other appropriations shall be made by separate bills, ~ach 

emhracing but one subject (Montana Constitution• Art. v. 

Sec. 11 {4))• Appropriation bills for the operation of th~ 

legislature shall be introduced by the chairman of the House 

Committee on Appropriations. 

6-5. Every statute, unless a different ti•e is 

prescribe9 therein. takes effect on the first day of July of 

the year of its passage and approval. Every joint 

resolution, unless a different time is presc~ibej therein, 

takes effect from its passage (Sections 43-507 and 43-509, 

R.C.M. 1947). 

B.--Iptroductjon 

&-6. Bills will be cnecked by the staff of the legal 

Services Division of the legislative Council prior to 

consideration by a committee of the legislature. for proper 

format. style• and legal form. A stamp shall be 3ffix~d to 

the bill cover and initialed indicating this review. If such 

stamp is ~ot affixed at the time the bill is delivered to 

the appropriate comMittee chair~an, the chairman shall cause 

the bill to be transmitted to the legal Services Division 
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for such re~iew. Members should make every effort to present 

proposed bills to the Di~ision in advance of introduction of 

the bill. Bills wi 11 be entered on the automated bill 

drafting equipment and typed to 

reproduction. If a bill is not 

facilitate a wore rapid 

so entered prior to 

introduction. it ~ill not be considered by any committee 

until it has been reviewed and enter-ed. This review will be 

made after the eighteenth day. If the sponsor is notified of 

a problem with a bill and does not respond to the director 

of the legal Services Division, legislati~e Council, within 

two legislative days. the bill will ~ referred to the 

committee on rules in the house where the bill was 

int~oduced. 

A bill may be introduced by endorsing it with the na•e 

of a member or committee and presenting it to the chief 

clerk or 

resolutions., 

secretary in quadruplicate. 

and simple resolutions shall 

Bills• joint 

be numbered 

consecutively in t!ach sessi,3n of the legislature in separate 

series in the order of their receipt. 

Any Dill proposed by a legislati~e commit~ea or 

introduced ~y raque5t of an administrativ& or 2xecutive 

agency or department shall be so indicated followin~ the 

names of the sponsors, •By Request of 

of Agency or Committee)•. 

(Name 

A bill which results from a interim study committee may 
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be introduced in the name of the interim committee. The 

chairman of the interim committee, or a memoer designated by 

him• shall manage the bill. 

Sills may be prefiled, numbered and preprinted prior to 

a legislative session. This will be the responsibility of 

the staff of the Legislative Council. Actual signatures may 

appear on the face of the prefiled bill or signatures may b~ 

obtained on a consent form from the legislative Council. 

Additional sponsors may De added at the ti~e of introduction 

on the first legislative day, on •otion of the chief 

sponsor. These naaes will be forwarded to the Legislative 

Council to be included on the face of the bill following 

standing com•ittee approval. 

All prefiled bills will be made available to the 

public. 

o-7. Bills may be introduced until 5 p.~. on the 

eighteenth legislative day, except revenue bills~HMITJEE 

~ and appropriation bills. 

All bill drafting requests •ust be sub~itted to the 

legislati~e Council staff by 5 p.m. of the fourteenth 

legislative day. A sponsor of a bill drafted pursuant to a 

timely request. but which is not delivered by the eighteenth 

day by the Legislative Council, shall ha~e two legislative 

days after delivery to introduce the bill. No other bills 

~xcept revenue and aopropriation bills may be introduced 

-22- SJR 1 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

" 

SJR OOJl/02 

after 5 p.m. on the eighteenth legislative day. 

Revenu2 bills ANQ COMMITTEE BILLS must be introduced by 

5 p.m. on the ~~ftty-~+ftft ItllRilflti legislative day. There 

is no time li•it for introduction of appropriation bills. 

Joint Resolutions affecting rules adooted in 

Montana Ad~inistrative Code .ay be introduced 

transmitted at any time during a session. 

the 

and 

Requests for interim studies may be made by joint 

resolution only and may be introduced and transmitted at any 

time during a session. 

6-8. No bill .ay be introduced or received in a house 

after that house has finally rejected a bill during that 

session designed to accomplish the same purpose save upon 

approval by the rules committee of the house in which the 

bill is offered for introduction or reception. 

Failure to override a veto does not constitute final 

rejection. 

6-9. At least three-fourths of a standing committe~ 

must consent to the introduction of a committee bill. 

c.--Fjrst Reading and Commi~ 

6-10. No motion affecting a bill is in order on its 

first reading except as provided in Joint Rule 6-6. 

Upon introduction or reception of a bill• the chief 

clerk of the House or the secretary of the Senate shall 

publicly post upon a listing that bill by a summary of its 
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title in the house of origin and by a su-ary of its title 

and by its history in the second house. togeth~r with a 

notation of the committee to which it has been assigned, and 

such postin~ shall constitute the first reading of the ~i 11. 

6-11· ~o bill shall be considered or b~come a law 

unless ~eferred to a committee and returned therefrom • 

b-12• Upon introduction or reception of a bill. it 

shall be referred to a committee by the presiding offic~r. 

6-13• A bill may be reco••itted at any ti.a oefor~ 

passage. 

D.- A•eodweots and Substitute Bills 

its 

6-141 No law shall be revised or a•endedo or the 

provisions thereof extended by reference to its title unlyo 

but so much thereof as is revisedo amended or extended shall 

be reenacted and published at length. 

6-15· No law shall be passed eKcept by bill. and no 

bill shall bP so altered or amended on its passa1e through 

either house as to change its original purpose (Montana 

Constitution. Art. Yo Sec. ll(l))• 

6-16• A committee ~ay reco.mend that every clause in a 

bill be changed and that entirely new •atter be substituted 

so long as the new matter is relevant to the title and 

subject of the original bill. A substitute bill shall be 

considered as an amendment and not as a new bill. 

6-17• The proper form of reporting a substitute bill by 
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a committe~ is to p~opose amendments to st~ike out all of 

the bill following the enacting clause and to substitute the 

new bill, ~ecommending also any necessary changes in the 

title. If a com~ittee ~epo~t ~ecommending a substitute fo~ a 

bill o~iginating in the other house is adopted, the 

substitute hill shall be p~intedo 

b-18. Amendments to a bill by the second house Sh3ll 

not be fu~the~ amended by the house in which the bill 

o~iginatedo but aust eithe~ be accepted or ~ejected. If the 

amendments are ~ejected, a confe~ence co•mittee may be 

~equested by the house in which the bill o~~ginated. 

6-19. If a maJority of a house adopts a ~ec~endation 

fo~ the passage of a bill originating in that house after it 

has been ~etu~ned f~om a coamittee with amendments• not less 

than six hundred copies of the bill shall be p~inted on 

cana~y paper with all amendments i ncorpo~ated into the 

p~int~d copies. If the 3ill has been ~etu~ned f~om 3 

co~mittee without amendments. only the fi~st sheet shall be 

printed on cana~y pape~. and the ~emainder of the text 

incorpo~ated by refe~ence to the p~eceding p~inted ve~sion 

of the entire bill. Bills refe~red to the bills co••ittee 

of the house of o~igin fo~ p~intinq ~ust be ~eported within 

three days unless furthe~ time is granted by that house. 

E.--Eogrossin>l and Enrollin-11 

6-20. When a bill has been ~eported favo~ably by 
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committee of the whole of the house of o~igin and the report 

has been adopted, the bill shall be engrossed unde~ the 

direction of the tills co•mittee, and when ~ep:>~ted 

correctly eng~ossed by the committae shall be placed on the 

calendar fo~ third ~eading on the succeeding legisl3tive 

day. Committee of the whole ameBd•ents shall be includeo in 

the engrossed bill. Copies of the eng~ossed bill to be 

dist~ibuted to legislators will be ~eproduced on blue p3pe~. 

If a bill is unamended by the committee of the whole, 

contains no cle~ical e~~ors, and is neatly w~itten, it may 

be engrossed without ~etyping, and only the fi~st sheet 

shall be printed on blue pape~ with the re•ainde~ of the 

text inco~porated by refe~ence to the ~receding printed 

ve~sion of the enti~e bill. 

If a bill is amended by the standing co•mittee or 

committee of the whole in the second house, the amendments 

will be included in a •reference• bill and dist~ibuted in 

the second house for thi~d ~eading conside~ation. The 

amendments will also be ~eproduced and attached to the 

refe~ence bill. If the bill passes on thi~d reading, CJpies 

of the ~eferenc > bi 11 and second house amend,llents wi 11 be 

dist~ibuted in the o~iginal house. 

6-21. ~hen 3 bill has passed both houses it shall be 

enrolled by the legislative Se~vices Division of the 

U'!gislative Council as an act of the legislatur" unde~ the 
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direction of the bills committee of the house of origin. An 

original and three duplicate typewritten copies of the bill 

shall be enrolled, free from all corrections and errors. 

with a •argin of two inches at the top and one inch on each 

side, with tw2nty-five unnu•bered lines to the page. In 

sections amending existing statutes new matter sha11 be 

underlined, and matter stricken with a line through it shall 

be omitted. The typewriting shall be done with a alack 

record ribbon, pica type, on paper eight and one-half inches 

wide and eleven inches long. The original and two copies 

only of the bill shall be red lined. The history of th2 

bill shall also be enrolled and placed in back of the till 

in a white manuscript cover, upon which is written the 

number of the bill and the title. 

When the enrolling has been completed, the bill shall 

be exami~d by the author and the bills committee and 

reported correctly enrolled. 

The correctly enrolled bill shall be delivered to the 

presiding officer of the house in which the bill originat~d. 

The presiding officer shall announce from the rostrum, the 

announcement to be entered in the journal• the specific 

bills to be signed by him and shall designate a time when 

such bi 11 shall be signed, and he shall sign tne or i 1 i nal 

and tw" copies of each bill delivered to hi.n not lc;ter t:~an 

the next legislative day after it has been reported 
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correctly enrolled, unless the bill is delivered on the last 

legislative oay in which event it shall be signed that day. 

The fact of signing shall be entered upon the j3urna1 no 

later than the next legislative day. At any time dfter the 

report of ~ bill correctly enrolled and before the signing, 

if a member siqnifies his desire to examine the bill, he 

shall be permitted to 

transmitted to the other 

snail be followed. 

do so. The 

house ~here 

bill shall th"nbe 

the same pr·::>c~dure 

The original and two 

officer of each house shall 

copies signed by the ~residin~ 

be presented by the bills 

committee, to the governor. The bills committee shall take a 

receipt fro~ the governor and shall report to the house the 

day and hour of such presentation, which shall be enterad in 

the journal. The original and the unsigned co~y shall be 

filed with the secretary of state. Signed copies with 

chapter nu~bers assi~ned pursuant to Section 82-2209, shall 

be filed with the clerk of the supreme court and the 

Legislative Services Division of the legislative Council. 

F.--Secon~~~-Committ~~Mh21~ 

6-22• All bi 11 s which have been reporteo by ~ 

committee, accepted by the nouse concerned and printQdo 

shall be posted on the calendar for consideration by 

committee of the whole. The sergeants-at-arms of the 

respective houses shall record the time each bill i::; 
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received and the time the bill is placed on members' desks. 

Until the fiftieth legislative day, one day must elapse 

between the time a committee approv~d bill is placed on the 

members• desks and consideratlon by committee of the whole. 

Bills shall be arranged on the calendar in numerical order 

unlass they are companion bills or are otherwise ordered by 

the house or co.mittee of the whole of the house concerned. 

6-23. Every bill considered in caamittee of the whole 

shall be read by a sum.ary of its title and by its history 

and considered section by section. 

6-24• Prior to adoption of a committee of the whole 

report, a member may move to segregate a bill. If the motion 

prevailsr the bill reaains on second reading. 

6-25. When a committee of the whole report on 3 bill is 

rejected the bill shall remain on second reading. 

b-26. Either house may resolve itself into a committee 

of the whole by approval of a motion for that ~urpose. So 

far as may be applicable, the rules governing ~ach house 

shall oe observed when that house resolves itself into a 

committee of the whole, except as follows: 

(1) The only motions in order are: to amend; to 

recommend passage or nonpassag~; to rec~mmend concurren~€ or 

nonconcurrence; to indefinitely post.,')one; to pass 

consideration; to rise; t~ rise and report; and t~ rise anu 

report progress and ask leave to sit again. 
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{2) The committee may not appoint subco•mittees. 

(3) The com~ittee may not punish its members for 

misconduct, but may report disorder to the neuse concerned. 

(4) Unless otherwise prescribed by either house before 

going into co•mittee of the whaler a member may speak as 

often as he is recognized and for as long each time as 

allowed in debate in the particular house. 

is 

o-27. After a coamittee of the whole has been formed, 

the presiding officer shall appoint a chair.an to preside. 

Upon resu•ing the chair, the presiding officer shall receive 

the report of the chairaan of the co.mittee and the house 

shall take action on the report. 

G. -Ihi(d Reading -Goyernor•s Veto 

6-28. No bill shall become a law except by vote Jf a 

majority of all the members present in each houser nor 

unless on its final passage the vote be taken by ayes and 

noes. and the names of those votin~ be entered on the 

journal (Montana Lonstitution, Art. v. Sec. 11(1) and (2))• 

Any vote in one house on a bill proposing an amendment 

to the Montana State Lonstitution where the mathematical 

possibility exists of obtaining the nec~ssary two-thirds 

vote of the legislature will cause the bill to progress as 

thou9h it had received the majority vote. 

6-29. Every bill shall be read three times prior to 

passage. either oy title ~r by su~m3ry of title as provided 
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in these rules. The first reading shall be as prascribed in 

Joint Rule 6-10; the second prior to debate in committee of 

the whole; and the third, which shall be by complete title, 

prior to final passage. No bill shall receive more than one 

reading on the same day except on the last legislative day. 

No amendment •ay be offered on the third reading. 

6-30. (1) Each bill passed by the legislature, except 

bills proposing amend•ents to the Montana Constitution, 

bills ratifying proposed a•endments to the United States 

Constituti·ono resolutions, and referendu• measures of the 

legislature, shall be suO.itted to the governor for his 

signature. If he does not sign or veto the bill vithin five 

days after its delivery to hi• if the legislature is in 

session or vithin twenty-five days if the legislature is 

adjourned, it shall become a law. The governor shall re-turn 

a vetoed b i 11 to the legislature with a statement of his 

reasons therefor. 

(2) The governor ~ay return any 0 i 11 to the 

legislature with his recommendation for amendment. If the 

legislature passes the bill in accordance with the 

governor's recoamendationo it shall again return the oill to 

the governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

r<>turn a bi 11 for amend~ent a secono time. 

( 3) If after rec2i~t of a veto message, two-thirjs of 

the members present approve the bill, it shall become law. 
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(4) If the legislature is not in session when the 

governor vetoes a oill, he shall return the bill with his 

reasons therefor to the legislature as provided by law. The 

legislature may reconvene to reconsider any bill so vetoed. 

(5) The governor may veto items in appropriation 

bills. and in such instanc~s tha procedure shall De the same 

as upon veto of on entire bill (Montana Constitution, Art. 

VI, Sec. 10). 

6-31. Upon receipt of a veto message the oresi~in; 

officer shall read the ~essage. After the reading a member 

may move that the governor's veto shall be overridden. A 

vote on ,the .ation shall be deter•ined by roll call. If 

tva-thirds of the members present vote •aye• the veto is 

overridden. If two-thirds of the me~ers pr~sent do not vote 

"aye• the veto is sustained. 

6-32. If the governor returns a bill to the originating 

house with his recommendations for amendment, such house 

shall reconsider the bill under its rules relatin~ to 

amendment offered in committee of the whole. The bill is 

then subject to the following procedures: 

(a) The originating house shall transmit to tht second 

houseo for consideration under its rules relating to 

a01endments in committee of the whole, the bill and the 

originating house's approval or disapproval of the 

governor•s recommendations. 
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(b) If both houses approve the 

recommendations the bill shall be returned to 

for his reconsideration. 

{c) If both houses disapprove the 

SJR 0001/02 

governor• s 

the gov2rnor 

governor•s 

recommendations the bill shall be returned to the governor 

for his reconsideration. 

ldl If one house disapproves the goveTnor•s 

recommendations and the other house approves, then either 

house ~ay request a conference committee which may be a free 

conference co .. ittee. 

I i l If both houses adopt a con~rence co .. ittee 

report, the bill in accordance with the report shall be 

returned to the governor for his reconsideration. 

(i i) If a conference comaittee fails to reach agreement 

or if its report is not adopted by both houses the 

governor's recoamendatians shall be considered not approved 

and the bill shall be returned to the governor for further 

consideration. 

H. -Transmittal of 3j~ 

~-33• Each house shall transait to the other with any 

bill all relevant papars. When a house bill is transmitted 

from the House of Representatives to the Senate, the 

secretary of the Senate shall give a dated receipt for the 

bill to the cnief clerk of the Hause. When a Senate bill is 

trans~itted to the Housa cf Representatives. the chief clerk 
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of the House shall give a dated receipt to the secretary of 

the Senate. 

6-34. No bills, except for appropriation bi 11 s. 

revenue bills and amendments considered by joint committee 

need to be acted upon (save for reference to a coamittee by 

the presiding officer) if transmitted from one house to the 

other after the forty-fifth legislative day, but shall be 

held pending in the house to whic~ it is transmitted unless 

two-thirds of the me•bers present and voting shall deter•ine 

that the bill shall be acted upon. Amend•ents, except to 

appropriation bills and revenue billso shall likewise be 

deferred for consideration If transaitted after the 

fifty-fifth legislative day thereof. 

A revenue bill Is one ~hich would either increase or 

decrease tax collections. 

Appropriation and revenue bills shall be transmitted 

fro• the original house on or before the fiftieth day unless 

two-thirds of the members present and voting in the 

receiving house shall determine that the bill may ba 

transmitted after the fiftieth day. 

b-35. When a bill nas received its third reading or has 

been rejected, ~he house that consider~d the bill shall 

i01mediately transmit it to the other house with notice of 

Its action. 

6-36. All bills reported out of a committee of the 
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legislature having an effect on the revenues, ex~enditures 0 

or fiscal I lability of the state, except appropriation 

~easures carrying specific dollar amounts, shall include a 

fiscal note incorporating an estimate of such effect. The 

legislative Council staff shall indicate at the top of each 

bill prepared for introduction that a fiscal note •ay be 

necessary under this rule. Fiscal notes shall be requested 

by the presiding officer of either houseo who shall 

determine the need for the note at the time of introduction, 

based on the legislative Council staff recoamendation. 

The state budget director, in cooperation with the 

agency or agencies affected by the bill, is responsible for 

the preparation of the fiscal note and shall return the sa•e 

within six·days, unless further ti•e is granted by the 

presiding officer or CDM•ittee •aking the request based upon 

a written state•ent fro~ the budget director that additional 

ti•e is nec~ssary to properly 0 repare the note. 

A completed fiscal note shall be submitted by the 

budget director to the presiding officer who requested ito 

who shall refer it to the co~mittee considering the jill. 

All fiscal notes shall be printad and placed on the memucrs' 

desks. 

Fiscal notes shall, 

amount th" estimated 

where ~ossible, show in dollar 

increase or decrease in revenu2s or 

expenditures, costs which may be absorbed without additonal 
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fundso and long-range financial i~lications. No comment or 

opinion relative to merits of the bill shall be included; 

however, technical or mechanical defects may be noted. 

A fiscal note also may be requested on a bill and on an 

amendment by: 

(1) a committee considering the billo or 

{2) a majority of the .a•bers of the house in which 

the bill is to be considered, at the ti•e of seco'ld rea·Jing, 

or 

(3) the chief sponsor through the presiding officer. 

The budget director shall .ake available on request to 

any me~~r of the legislature all background infor•atioo 

used in developing a fiscal note (Sections 43-1001 through 

43-10u6o R.C.M. 1947). 

CHAPTER 1 

Coamittees 

7-1. The com.ittee ~n 

each house shall consider 

legislative 

all •atters 

ad•inistration of 

concerned with 

seating, •ileage and per dieao legislative e•ployeeso the 

control of the legislativ~ property, and the budgeting for 

and expenditure of appropriations for the operation of the 

legislature, in cooperation with the business managar. 

7-2. A standing com•ittee shall submit a written report 

in triplicate on all bills or matters referred to it within 

seven days after reference• unless at the request of the 
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committee and for good cause shown• further time is ~rdnted 

by the hous~ concerned. 

7-3. If the memb~rs of a co~mittee cannot a~ree ~n a 

report, the majority and minority of the committee present 

at a committee meeting may submit separate reports. Only one 

minority report may be submitted. Such reports shall be 

enterad at length on the journalo unless otherwise ordered 

by the hous~ concerned. 

7-4. All committees and subcommittees shall keep 

minutes of their meetings and, at the close of the session. 

shall make five co•plete copies and shall ~urn the original 

of the< a~i nutes over to the chief clerk of the House or 

secretary of the Senate for delivery to the historical 

society. The majority and minority leader of each house and 

the Legisl1tive Council shall each be given one coJy of the 

mi nut~s.. 

7-5. The c~mmittee vn b i 11 s 3nd journal, the ru1 es 

cammittee9 and conference committees may report at any time, 

except during a call of the house or when a vote is ~eing 

tak"~n. Reports from the bills and journal 

stand approved without formal action. 

c:o•mittc-e shall 

7-6. All bills providin~ for an appropriation of 

public moneys may first b~ considerad by a joint co~mitte2 

composed of the members of the Senate CommitteP on Fin~ncc 

dnd Claims 3nd the Hou~e Committee on Appropriations. and 
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then by each separately. Meetings of the joint committee 

shall be held upon call of the chairman of the ~ous~ 

Committae on Appropriations who shall be chairman ot the 

joint committee. 

1-1. The chairman of each committee has general control 

and rlirection of the nall and committee room of the 

committee over which he presides, subject to the contr~l of 

the presiding officer under Rul~ 1-3. Except as providej in 

Joint Rule 7-6, the chair.an of the Senat~ committee shall 

be chairman of all joint committees. 

7-8. If either house requests a conference and appoints 

a committee for the purpose of discussing an amendment on 

which the Senate and the House of Representatives c.'nnot 

agreeo the other house shall appoint a com~ittee consistin~ 

of the same number of me•bers. The ti01e and place of all 

conference committee meetings shall be agreed upon oy their 

chairman and he announced from the rostrum. This 

announce~ent is in order at any time. Failure to make this 

announce•ent shall not affect the validity of the 

legislation. The conference committees, havin~ conferred, 

shall report to th~ir respective houses the result of their 

conference. A confer~nce committee shall confine 

the disputed amendment. 

itself to 

If either house r~quests a free conference committee 

and the ~the~ house concurso appointments will be made the 
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same as aoove. A f~e~ conference committee may discuss a 

bill in its entirety and is not confin2d to a particular 

amendment. 

7-9. In joint committees other than conference 

committees~ members vote individually and not by houses. 

Because conference committees are joint m~etings of s~par1te 

committe-es, in conference co•~ittees the committees from 

each house vote separately. and a majority of each committee 

must agree before any action may be taken. 

7-10. When a conference committee report is filed with 

the secretary or clerk the same shall be read under order of 

business No. 3• select co .. ittees. and plac2d on the 

calendar for consideration on second readincJ• If reco•mended 

favorably Dy 

considered on 

the committee of the whole• it may 

third reading the same legislative day. 

be 

On 

the final l~gislative day a conference committee rerort 

s:-Ja11 be placed on the C3lendar for im~ediate consideration 

on second reading and shall be further considered on third 

reading the same legislative day. 

1-11. Accredited press represent?tives may nor. be 

excluded frJm any public legisl~tive meeting or heariny and 

lllay not be prohibited frolll taking photogr3phs• televising. 

or recordin~ the co:omitte<e or house hearings• subject to th.o 

discretion of the ~residing officer in ~11 m2tters of 

decorum and order. 
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CHAPTER 8 

Rules dnd Journal 

8-1. Each house shall keep a journal of its 

proceedings. and may, in its discretion, fr~m time to time, 

publish the same, and the ayes and noe~ on ~ny qu~stion 

shall, at the request of any two ~mbers, be entered on thP. 

journal. 

8-2. The p~oceedings of each house which shall 02 

ent~rsd on its journal include: 

(1) the number of each bill when it is introduced and 

subsequently considered; the title of each bill shall be 

printed i~ the index of ~he permanent journals. 

voted 

(2) 

(3) 

for 

every motion and th~ na•e of the •ember makin; it; 

proposed constitutional amendments which ~ave been 

by two-thirds of the m8'moers (Montana 

Constitution. Art. XIV, Sec. d); 

(4) committee reports; 

[5) roll call votes; 

(b) 

(7) 

messages fro• the governor and the other house; 

an e-ntry of th2 lath taken by che- melllb2rS tSc-c. 

43-209, Ro(oMo 1947). 

8-3. The bills and journal committee of 2ach h~use 

shall supply the director of the legislative Services 

Division of the legislative Council with the contents of the 

daily journal to be programmed on automated equip~ent. 
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examine its journal, distribute a daily journal to all 

legisl~tors, co~rect any er~ors, and report each 1egisl3tive 

day immediately after roll call. 

8-4. The journal of the Senate must be authenticated by 

the signature of the president, and the journal of the House 

of Ke,>resentatives by the signature of the speaker. The 

distribution of the completed journals shall be made by the 

L~gislative Services Division of the Legislative Council 

(Sec. 43-304• R.c.M. 1947). 

8-5. (1) A joint rule •ay oe repealed or amended only 

with the concurrence of ooth houses. undei the procedures 

adopted by each house for the repeal or amendment of its own 

ru1es. 

(2} A joint rule governing tne procedure for handling 

bills may be temporarily suspended Dy the consent of 

t~o-thirds of the members of either house• insofar as it 

applies to the house susp~nding it. 

{~) Any rules coRmittee report recommending a change 

in joint rules shall oe referred to the other house for 

concu~rent action. Any new rule or any chance in the rules 

of either house shall be transmitted to the other hous2 for 

informational purposes. 

8-6. M3son•s Manua1 of Legislative Procedure qoverns 

the proceedings of the Senate and House of Representatives 

in all cases not covered by these rules. 
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8-7. The Legislative Council shall codify and publish 

in one volume the rules of the Senate, the rules of the 

House of Representatives and the joint rules of the Senate 

and House of Re~res2ntatives. Upon adoption, the secretary 

of the Senate and the chief clerk of the House of 

Representatives shall provide the office of the Legislative 

Council with one copy of a11 motions or resolutions amending 

Senate, hou;e or joint rules, and with copies of all minutes 

and reports of the rules committees. After the rules have 

been published, the legislative Council shall distribute 

copies as directed by the Senate and House of 

Representatives. 

8-8. Pursuant to the authority established in Sections 

43-901 throu9h 43-904, the following fee schedule 

established for the legislative proceedings: 

Is 

One complete set of the proceedings of any regular 

session, S200; an additional S75 is required for ~ailin1 by 

first-class mail; an addi~i~nal SlOO is required for airmail 

delivery. 

One complete set of the proceedings of any special 

S-"!55-ion, S25. 

Single copies of bills, resolutions or a~endments may 

be purchased accoraing to the len9th of the document as 

follows: 

1-15 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••s .zs 
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16-40 ~ageS••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$ .50 

41-100 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••s .75 

101-200 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Sl.OO 

~ver 200 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••sz.oo 

Single copies of status sheets. 

;tatus of oroceedings. 

indices••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$ .10 

Copies of enacted billS••••••••••••••••••••••••Cost of 

rep:roduction. 

Section 43-903• R.C.H. 1947, excludes certain groups 

and provides that they are entitled to receive a complete 

set of legislative proceedings without charge. 

•Representatives of general circulation n~wspa;::ter-s .. is 

defined to include e~y-thes~-n~wspepe~s--awft++ftb+e--to--the 

gen~~+-pH~+e-th~eugh-n~sstend-d?stP~~+ftft Itlt_!~~Ifa 

f.B..E..S..ll__...l.!lilll~~T E R NA!.l!lliA.L...!_!i&f.AI_fM.J...S_JJ:liJillN E, LEE 

~EWSPAPERi1_AND OTHER DAILY A~_M~KLY_NfWSPAPERS OF L~ 

INTEREST AND CIRCULATIO.'!t lNClUDING STUQENT !ifWSPAPERL_f.R(lli 

~TIIUTIONS _Q£__ti1LtlfR_fQ~N· ~ewspapers circulated to 

an organization membership list and publications sponsored 

by organizations involved in lobbying do not qualify their 

representatives to receive free copies of the proceedings. 

CHAPTER 9 

Voting Procedure 

9-1. Except as provided in Joint Rule 9-2• every member 
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present when a question is put shall vote unless the house 

of which he is a member excuses him. 

9-2. A member who has a personal or private interest in 

any measur-e or bill proposed or penoing before th~ 

legislature shall disclose the fact to the house of which he 

is a member, and shall not vote thereon. 

9-3. Amendments to the constitution •ay oe proposeJ by 

any meuber of the legislature. If adopted oy an affir~.tive 

roll call vo~e of two-thirds of all the members of the 

legislature, the amendment shall be deemed approved by the 

legislature (Montana Constitution, Art. XIV, Sec. 8)• 

9-4.,When a measure requiring the concurrence of 

two-thirds of the members is under consideration. a majority 

vote is sufficient to decide any question relating to the 

measure short of third reading. 

9-5. A roll call vote shall be taken on the request of 

two members. 

9-6. On a roll call vote tne names of the memb2rs shall 

b~ called alphabetically, unless an electrical votinq system 

is used. A member may not vote or chan~e his vota after the 

d~cision is announced from the chair. A mem~er may not 

explain his vote until after the decision is announced from 

the chair. 

9-7. (1) On third reading the question shall be stated 

as follows: •senate (or House) bill number having 
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been read three several times. the question is. shall the 

bill pass Cor be concurred in)." 

{ 2) If an electrical voting syst2m is us~d th~ 

presiding officer shall ring the bell after stating the 

question and th~n state "Those in favor vote yea and those 

oppos~d vote no." Afte~ a reasonable puuse the presidin~ 

offic~~ asks ~Has every member voted?" {redsonable p3use) 

•ooes any member wish to change his or her vote?• 

<reasonable pause) 

the vote.• 

•The clerk (secretary) will now record 

9-8. Two members may pair on a measu~ that will be 

determined by a majority vote. On a measure requiring a 

two-thirds vote for ado~tion three members may pair• with 

two membe~s for the measure and one me~ber against. Pairing 

is permitted only when one of the paired members is aJsent 

16 when th~ vote is taken. 

17 9-~. An agr2ement to pair must be in •riting and ddteo 

13 dnd si·Jned by the members aJreeing to oe ;c.ound• and must 

19 specify the duration of the pair. When an agreement to pair 

20 is filed with the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of 

21 the House of Representatives. it shall bind the members 

22 signing until the expiration of time for which it w~s 

23 siqned. unless the paired members sooner appe3r ano ask that 

24 the aareement be cancelled. 

25 9-lOo Every vote of each member of the legislature on 
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each substantive question in the legislatu~e. in any 

committee, or in committee of the whole shall ~e ~ec~rded 

and mdde ~u~lic. Jn final pdssa~e of any bill or joint 

resolution the vot2 shall be taken by ayes and noes and the 

names entered on the journal. A roll call vote shall be 

taken on nonsubstantive questions on the request of two 

members, who may likewise on any vote, request that the ayes 

and noes be spread upon the jou~nalo Roll call votes and 

othe~ votes which are to be made public but are not 

specifically required to be spread upon the journal shall be 

entered in the minutes of the approp~iate co••ittee or of 

the appropriate house and a copy of such minutes shall be 

filed with the Montana state historical 

Constitution. Art. v. Sec. 11(2)1• 

-End-
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