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INTRODUCED BY 5 gvnod

A BILL FDOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE
RESPECTIVE RCLES OF THE CONSUMER COUNSEL AND THE PUBLIC
SERVICE COMMISSION IN AODVERSARY UTILITY WRATE CASES BEING

CONDUCTED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION.*"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1« Roltes of public service commission and
consumer counsele In any case involving an application by a

regulated utility for authority to increase its ratess which

is actively contested by the consumer counsels the pubtic
service commission shall avoid as wmuch duplication of effort
as possible by leaving representation of the interests of
consumers to the consumer counsel when he timely petitions
to become a party to such casey provided howevers nothing
contained herein prohibits the commission or its staff from
investigatings interrogatings and introducing evidence in
any hearing to further clarify or develop the case or
present an issue it believes has not been fully presented.

-End-

INTRODUCED BILL
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SENATE BILL KO

INTRODUCED 3Y TONWE

A BiLL FOKR AN ACT ENTITLED:

S% 0382702

Approved by Committee

on State Administration

« 382

s Eo SMITH

®AN ACT TG

CLARIFY THE

RESPECTIVE ROLES OF THE CUONSUMER COUNSEL AND THE PUBLIC

SERVIL: COMMISSION I[N AOVERSARY U

CONDULTED B8Y THE PUBLIC SERVICE C0

TILITY RATE

MAISSION.™

CASES 3EING

B8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

section l. Roles of public

service commission and

consumer counsele In any case involving an application by a

requiated utility for authority to increase its ratess which

is actively contested by the consumer counsely the public

service commission shall avoid es—mueh duplication of effort

as-possibte by leaving representat

ion of the

interests of

consuners to the consumer counsel when he timely petitions

to pecome a party to such casey ©p
contained herein prohibits the co
investigatinges interrogating, and

any nearing to further clarify

rovided howevers nothina

mmission or its staff from

introducing

or develop

evidence in

the case or

present an issue +t-betieves-has-not—peen——futty——presented.

—e£nd-
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SENATE BILL NDe 382

INTROGDUCED BY TOWEs Ee SMITH

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TG CLARIFY THE
RESPELTIVE ROLES OF THE CONSUMER COUNSEL AND THE PUBLIC
SERYICE COMMISSION IN ADVERSARY UTILITY RATE CASES BEING

CONDUCTED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION.®™

8t IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Roles of public service commission and
consumer counset. In any case involving an application by a
requlated utility for authority to increase its ratess which
is actively contested by the consumer counsSels the public
service commission shall aveid ss-mueh duplication of effort
as-possibte by leaving representation of the interests of
consumers to the consumer counsel when he timely petitions
to become a party to such cases provided howevers nothing
contained herein prohibits the commission or its staff from
investigatings interrogatings and introducing evidence in
any nearing to further clarify or develop the case or
present an issue t+t-believes—has-not-been——fuliy-—presented.

-End~

THIRD READING
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 30, 1977

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILIL NO. 382

1. Amend page 1, section 1, line 12.

Following: "regulated"
Strike: M"utility"
Insert: "entity to the public service commission"

2. Amend page 1, section 1, lines 14 and 15.

Following: "shall"
Strike: "avoid duplication of effort by leaving"
Insert: "leave"

3. Amend page 1, section 1, line 19.
Following: "investigating"

Strike: ","

Insert: "and"

Following: "interrogating"

Strike: ", and introducing evidence"

4. Amend page 1, section 1, line 20.

Following: ‘"clarify"
Strike: "or develop"
AS AMENDED

BE CONCURRED IN
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SENATE BILL NO. 382

INTRODUCED BY TOWEs Ee SMITH

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE
RESPECTIVE FOLES OF THE CONSUMER COUNSEL AND THE PUBLIC
SERVICE COMMISSION IN ADVERSARY UTILITY RATE CASES BEING

CONDUCTED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Roles of public service commission and
consumer counsels In any case involving an application by a
regulated uweitiey ENTITY TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
for authority to increase its ratese which is actively
contested by the consumer counsels the public service
commission shall avoid—as-—sueh——-duplication—of—-effort—aos
possible-by-+eaving LEAYE representation of the interests of
consumers to the consumer counsel when he timely petitions

to become a party to such cases provided howevery nothing

contained herein prohibits the commission or its staff from
investigatingr AND interrogatingv—end--intreducing--evidence
tn any hearing to further clarify or-deve¥op the case or
present an issue +t—peltieves-hasrnot-been—Ffouity——presented,

-End-

REFERENCE BILtL
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SENATE BILL NO. 382

INTRODUCED BY TOWEy Ee SMITH

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE
RESPECTIVE ROLES OF THE CONSUMER COUNSEL AND THE PUBLIC
SERVICE COMMISSION IN ADVERSARY UTILITY RATE CASES BEING

CONDUCTED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIDON.*

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l« Roles of public service commission and
consumer counsel. In any case involving an application by a
regulated wet+¥iey ENILTY TO JHE PUBLIC SERYICE COMMISSION
for authority to increase its ratess uh%ch is actively
contested by the consumer counsely the public .- service
commission shall eveid-as—--much-——duptication——of—-—efforet—nas
possibte—by-temving LEAVE representation of the interests of
consumers to the consumer counsel when he timely petitions
to become a3 party to such cases provided howevery nothing
contained herein prohibits the commission or its staff from
investiqatingy AND interrogatingy-and——-introducing--evidence
in any bhearing to further clarify oer—devetop the case or
present an issue +t-betieves—has—not-been——Ffutly—presented.
EVIDENCE MAY BE INTRODUCED BY THE COMMISSION ON AN ISSUE
IHAT ©AS NOT BEEN ADEQUATELY AUDRESSED BY ANY PARTY IF THE
COMMISSEQN FIRST BEQUESTS COUNSEL QF RECORD JO ADORESS SUCH

REFERENCE BILL: Includes Free Joint

Conference Committee Report

Dated x— 9,«__- ﬁ,i

-2

—-End-
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