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4 A JOINT Ri..SOLUTION Llf THE SH!ATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

5 RlPK.ESEiHATl\IES llF THE STATE OF i~ONTANA REQUESTli'<G THE 

6 LtGISLATl\IE CJMMITT~E Ll~ PKIORITIES TO APPOINT A J~INT 

7 COM~ITTEE TO CONDUCT AN INTERIM STUDY OF THE PROPERTY TAX 

!! CLASSIFICATILN SYSTEM AND TO PRESENT RECOMMENDATIONS ANO 

9 PROPOS~O lcGISLATIO~ TO THE 46TH LEGISLATURE. 

10 

11 WHEREAS, Montana•s property tax classification system, 

12 although often studied, has not been reo~ganized since 1918; 

13 and 

14 wHEREAS, chanyes in the classification system made in 

15 each successive le~islature since 1918 and changes in the 

16 typ~s and uses of property have diluted the internal logic 

17 of each class. making several classes a collection of 

18 unrelated types of property; and 

19 wHEREAs. ~ast assessment practices have varied so 

2U markedly that the effective tax rate for similar types of 
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21 !"roperty is different; and 21 

z;_ ~HEREASt many bills introduced in the ~5th Le~islature 

23 questioned the equity of the existinq classifications and 

24 tax ra-tes for various types of property; and 

25 WHEREAS, tlle equity of lowering taxes for one typi! of 
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property cannot be consioered in isolation because the tax 

burden is simply shifted to another type of property; and 

~HEREAS. the new assessments produced by the cyclical 

reappraisal program can suostantially raise taxes on real 

property, Cdusing concern among many ~ontana citizens; dnj 

wHEREAS, the study of property tax assessment laws and 

rules completed during the last legislative interim has 

provided the details necessary for a study of the classes 

and their tax rates. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RtSOL\IED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

Of REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

That the legislative Committee on Priorities is 

requested to appoint a joint committee to conduct an interim 

study of the property tax classification system as a whole, 

with special emphasis on the reasons for classin~ certain 

property together and the equity of taxing each type of 

property at its current rate. The committee shall use H8 45, 

introduced in the 45th legislature, as a starting point and 

prepare proposed legislation embodying its recommendations 

to the \bth L~gislature. 
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Arproved by Committee 
on Taxation 
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A JOINT RESOLUTION LJF THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

LEGISLATIVE CIJKHITTEE Ot. PRIORITIES TO APPOINT A J:JINT 

COH~ITTEE TO CONDUCT AN INTERI~ STUDY OF THE PROPERTY TAX 

CLASSIFICATILN SYSTEH AND TO PRESENT RECOHHENOATIONS ANO 

PROPOSED LcGISLATIO~ TO THE 46TH LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, Hontana•s property tax classification system, 

although o·ften studied, has not been reor!'Janized since 1918; 

and 

WHEREAS, changes in the classification system made in 

each successive Legislature since 1918 and changes in the 

typas <>nd uses of property have diluted the internal lo<;~ic 

of each classo making several classes a collection of 

unrelated types of proper~y; and 

•HEREAS• ~ast assessment practices have varied so 

markedly tfldt the effective tax rate for similar types of 

property is different; and 

WHEREAS• many bi 1l s introduced in the 45th Le,oi sl at.ure 

23 questioned the equity of the existing classifications and 

24 tax rates for various types of property; and 

25 WHEREAS, the equity of lowering taxe~ for one type of 
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property cannot be considered in isolation because the tax 

burden is simply shifted to another type of property; and 

WHEREAS, the new assessments produced by the cyclical 

reappraisal program can sub~tantially raise taxes on real 

property, Cdusing concern among .any Montana citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the study of property tax assessment laws and 

rules ca.pleted during the last legislative interim has 

provided the details necessary for a study of the classes 

and their tax rates. 

NOW• THEREFOREw BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF KONTANA: 

That the legislative Com•ittee on Priorities is 

requested to appoint a joint co•mittee to conduct an interl• 

study of the property tax classification system as a whole, 

with special emphasis on the reasans for classing certain 

property together and the equity of taxing each type of 

property at its current rate. The committee shall use Hti 45, 

introduced in the 45th Legislature, as a starting point and 

prepare proposed legislation embodying its recommendations 

to the 4bth Legislature. 

-End-
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4 A JOINT R~SOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

5 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

6 LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON PRIORITIES TO APPOINT A JOINT 

7 COMKITTEE TO CONDUCT ~~ INTERIM STUDY OF THE PROPERTY TAX 

li CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM ANO TO PRESENT RECOMMENDATIONS AND 

9 PROPOSED LeGISLATION TO THE 46TH LEGISLATURE. 

10 , 
11 WHEREASt Hontana•s p~operty tax classification system, 

12 although often stud-iedt has not been reo~g<il"ized since 1-918; 

13 and 

14 WHEREAS, changes in the classification system made in 

15 each successive Legislatu~e since 1918 and changes in the 

16 typ~s and uses of p~ope~ty have diluted the inte~nal logic 

17 of each class, making seve~al classes a collection of 

16 un~elated types of prope~ty; and 

19 riHERfAS, ~ast assessment p~actices have va~ied so 

20 m~~kedly that the effective tax ~ate fo~ simila~ types of 

21 prope~ty is diffe~ent; and 

22 WHEREASt many bil1s introduced in the 45th Le':lislatu~e 

23 questioned the equity of the existing classifications 3nd 

24 tax rates fo~ va~ious types of p~ope~ty; and 

25 WHEREASt the equity of lowe~ing taxes fo~ one type of 
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p~ope~ty cannot be conside~ed in isolation because the tax 

bu~den is simply shifted to another type of p~operty; and 

WHEREAS, the new assessments p~oduced by the cyclical 

reapp~aisal p~og~aa can substantially raise taxes on ~eal 

prope~ty, causing concern among many Montana citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the study of prope~ty tax assessment laws and 

~ules co•pleted during the last legislative interi~ has 

p~ovided the details necessary for a study of the classes 

and their tax rates. 

NOW• THEREFORE, BE IT RtSOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF KONTAHA: 

That the Legislative Coa•ittee on P~io~ities is 

requested to appoint a joint committee to conduct an interim 

study of the p~ope~ty tax classification system as a whole 9 

~ith special emphasis on the ~easons for classing certain 

p~operty togethe~ and the equity of taKing each type of 

prope~ty at its cu~~ent rate. The co .. ittee shall use HB 45• 

introduced in the 45th Legislatu~e. as a starting point and 

prepare p~oposed legislation embodying its reco-.endations 

to the 4oth Legislatu~e. 

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RfSULUTION NO. 96 

INTRODULED BY WILLIAMS, HUfNNEKENS, FABREGA 

A JOINT RESOLUTID~ OF THf SENATE ANO THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

LEGISLATIVE LOHMITTEE ON 

STATf OF MONTANA REOUESTHIG THE 

PRIORITIES TO APPOINT A JOINT 

CuMMITTEE TO LONOULT AN INTfRIM STUDY OF THE PROPERTY TAX 

LLASSIFILATION SYSTEM AND TO PRESENT RELOHMENOATIONS AND 

PROPOSED LEGISLATION TO THE 46TH LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREASo Kontana•s property tax classification system, 

althouqh often studied, has not been reorga?ized since 1918; 

and 

~HEREAS, chanqes in the classification system made in 

each successive Legisl~ture since 1918 and changes in the 

types and uses of property have diluted the internal logic 

of each class. makinq several classes a collection of 

unrelat~d types of property; and 

WHEREAS, past assessment practices have varied so 

markedly that the effective tax rate for similar types of 

property is different; and 

WHE~EAS, many bills introduced in the 45th Leqislature 

23 questioned the equity of the existing classifications and 

24 tax rates for various types of property; and 

25 WHEREAS, the equity of lowering taxes for one type of 
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property cannot be considered in isolation because the tax 

burden is simply shifted to another type of property; and 

WHE~EASo the new assessments produced by the cyclical 

reappraisal program can substantially raise taxes on real 

property, causing concern among many Montana citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the study of property tax assessment laws and 

rules completed during the last legislative interim has 

provided the details necessary for a study of the classes 

and their tax rates. 

NOWo THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

OF RE~RESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

That the leoislative Co~ittee on Priorities is 

requested to appoint a joint committee to conduct an interim 

study of the property tax classification system as a whole, 

with ~;ncial emphasis on the reasons for classing certain 

property toqether and the equity of taxinq each tyoe of 

property at its current rate. The committee shall use HB 45, 

introduced in the 45th leoislature, as a starting point and 

prepare proposed 1eqislation embodying its recommendations 

to th9 ~6th Legislature. 

-End-
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