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1 1 effects of the new uses on water ri~hts; and 

2 INTROuUCED 2 WHEREAS, at the present budget allocation of $lRo.ooo 

3 3 per yea.-, the determination of existing ~ater ri9hts has 

4 THE DEPARTMENT OF NAT~RAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 4 ~een projected to take over 10D years to complete the entire 

5 5 state. 

6 A JGii\T RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE MJO THE H!J.!JSE OF 6 

1 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 7 NOW, THEREFORE, aE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

8 COMMITTEE ON PRIORITIES TO ASSIGN TO THE APPROPiUATE a OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 COMMITTEE A STUDY OF THE METHODS AND PROGRESS IN THE 9 [11 That the Committee on Priorities assign to the 

10 DETERMINATION OF EXISTING WATER RIGHTS IN MONTANA. 10 appropriate interim coeaittee a study of methods for and 

11 11 progress in the determination of existing water rights in 

12 WHEREAS, establishing a centralized record of all water 12 !4ontana. 

13 rights is essential for ti•e docu--ntationo protection, and 13 {~) That the Committee consult with the Department of 

1't future beneficial use and development of Kontana•s water for 14 Natural Resources and Conservation and other appropriate 

15 the state and its citizens and for the continued development 15 agencies and persons during the course of the study. 

16 and completion of the comprehensive state water plan; and 16 {3} That the Committee study the methods for 

11 WHEREASo according to the report submitted by th2 11 determination ~f existing water rights of other Western 

l'l Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. "The 18 States. 

19 Future of the Yellowstone River •••••• ?n, the actual a~ount 19 {4) That the Committee report its findings and 

20 of water available in the Yellowstone Basin for industrial 20 recommendations to the 46th Legislature. 

21 or agricultural development or the provisions of instream -End-

22 flows cannot be positively quantified. The determination of 

23 existing water rights in the Yellowstone as well as other 

2't areas of the state is a necessary prerequisite to the 

25 quantification of available water for new uses and the 
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES ANO CONSERVATION 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE A~lD THE H~_I.!SE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

COIIMITT:':E ON PRIORITIES TO . ASSIGN TO THE APPROPRIATE 

COMMITTEE A STUDY OF THE HETHDOS ANO PROGRESS IN THE 

DETERMINATION OF EXISTING WATER RIGHTS IN MONTANA. 

WHEREAS, establishing a centralized record of all water 

ri~hts is essential for tne documentation, protection, and 

future beneficial use and development of Hontana•s water for 

the state and its citizens and for the continued developMent 

and completion of the comprehensive state water plan; and 

WHEREAS, according to the report submitted by the 

~epartment of Natural Resources and Conservation, •The 

Future of the Yellowstone River •••••• ?•, the actual amount 

of water available in the Yellowstone :·l<>sin for industrial 

or agricultural development or the provisions of instream 

22 flows cannot be positively quantified. The determination of 

23 existing water rights in the Yellowstone as well dS other 

24 areas of the state os ~ necessary prerequisite to the 

Z5 quantification of available water fo~ new uses and the 
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ef~ects of the new uses on water rights; and 

WHEREAS, at the present budget allocation of 5180,000 

per year, the determination of existing ~ater rights has 

been projected to take over 100 years to complete the entire 

state. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

Of REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Committee on Priorities assign to the 

appropriate interim com.ittee a study of methods for and 

progress in the deter•ination of existing water rights in 

Montana. 

(2] That the co .. ittee consult with the Oepart•ent of 

Natural Resources and Conservation and other appropriate 

agencies and persons during the course o~ the study. 

(3) That the Committee study the 111ethods for 

deter•ination ~f existing water rights of other Western 

States. 

(4) That the ComMittee report its findings and 

recommendations to the 46th Legislature. 

-End-
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THE DEPARTMENT OF NAT~RAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 

A JOii\T RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE H~_IJSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

COHMITT~E ON PRIORITIES TO ASSIGN TO THE APPROPRIATE 

COMMITTEE A STUDY Of THE METHODS AND PROGRESS IN THE 

DETERMINATION Of EXISTING WATER RIGHTS IN MONTANA• 

WHEREASo establishing a centralized record of all water 

rights is essential for tne docuaentation, protection, and 

future beneficial use and development of Hontana•s water for 

the state and its citizens and for the continued develo?ment 

and completion of the comprehensive state water plan; and 

WHEReAS, according to the report submitted by the 

Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, •The 

Future of the Yellowstone River •••••• ?•o the actual a•ount 

of water available in the Yellowstone 3asin for industrial 

or agricultural development or the provisions of instrea~ 

22 flows cannot be positively quantified. The determination of 

23 existing water rights in the Yellowstone as well as other 

24 areas of the state is .3 necessary prerequisite to the 

25 quantification of available water for new uses and the 
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effects of the new uses on water rights; and 

WHEREAS, at the present budget allocation of $180,000 

per year, the deter•ination of existing ~ater rights has 

~een projected to take over 100 years to complete the entire 

state. 

NOWo THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESeNTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

{1~ That the co .. ittee on Priorities assign to the 

appropriate interim comaittee a study of methods for and 

progress in the deteraination of existing water rights in 

!!.ontana. 

(2) That the co-it:tee consult with the Depart-nt of 

Natural Resources· and Conservation and other appropriate 

agencies and persons during the course of the study. 

{3) That the Committee study the methods for 

determination of existing water rights of other Western 

States. .. 
{4) That the Comaittee report its findings and 

recommendations to the 46th Legislature. 

-End-

-2-
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HOUSt J01NT RESOLUTION NO• 81 

INTRODUCED 8Y O~Y (JUDICI~RY CDKHITTEEI 

8Y REQUEST OF 

THE DEPARTMENT Of NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 

THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE OF A JOINT RESOLUTION Of 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

COHHIJTEE ON PRIORITIES 

COMMITTEE A STUOY OF 

STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTINb THE 

TO ASSibN TO THE ~PPROPRIATE 

THE METHODS ANO PROGRESS IN THE 

DETERMINATION OF EXISTING WATER RIGHTS IN MONTANA. 

WHEREASw establishing a ~entralized record of all vateF 

rights is essential for the documentation, protection• and 

future beneficial use and development of Montana•s water for 

tne state and its citizens •nd for the continued development 

and completion of the co•prenensive state water plan; and 

~HEREAS• ac~ording to the report submitted by the 

Department of Natural Resour~es and Conservation, •The 

Future of the Yellowstone River •••••• ?w, the actual amount 

of water available in the Yellowstone Basin for industrial 

or agricultural development or the provisions of instream 

ll flows cannot be positively quantified. The determination of 

23 e~istin~ water rights in the Yellowstone as well as other 

24 areas of the state is a necessary orerequislte to the 

25 quantification of available water for new uses and the 
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~ffects ot the new uses on water rights; and 

~HEREAS• at the present budqet allocation of $180,000 

per year, the determination of existinq water rights has 

been orojected to take over 100 years to complete the entire 

state. 

NOW• THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1} That the Co••ittee on Priorities assign to the 

appro~riate interim co••ittee a study of •ethods for and 

progress in the determination of existing water rights in 

Montana. 

121 That the co .. ittee consult with the Depar~nt of 

Natural Resources and Conservation and other appropriate 

agencies and persons durinq the course of the study. 

(3) That 

oeter~~tination 

States. 

the 

of 

COII•ittee study the 

existing water rights 

(4) That the co~mittee report its 

recomr.endations to the 46th leqislature. 

-End-

-2-
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of other Western 

findinQs and 
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