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1 ~ JOIKT RESOLUTION NOo .i..fJ_ 

gyAM. ~'"~' 2 INTRODULEO 

1 WHER~AS~ the need exists for increased control of river 

2 flows durin~ periods of heavy spring runoff which flood the 

3 3 Jefferson River and its tributaries and have frequently 

4 A JOINT R~SOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF -'t cause1 damaje to fa~m1Gnd9 irrig~tion~ communication and 

5 REPRESE~TATIVES OF THE; STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 5 transportation facilities, and other iaprovements along the 

I> ~~PA~TMEHT fiF·N~TURAl RE~RCES A~O CONSERVATION TO iTUDY I, st ... eams; and 

7 THE F~ASIBILITY OF OFF-STREAM STORAGE GN THE UPPER BIG HOLE 1 WHEREAS• the potential for control of the destructive 

8 RIVER. 8 spring flows and for enhancing late summer flows exists in 

9 9 off-stream storage of the upper Big Hole; and 

10 WHER~AS• the need for watershed and irr ig"lti on 10 WHEREAS, it is beco•ing apparent that if Montanans do 

11 develop~aent is critical for the continued growth of 11 not plan to use Montana water for their own benefit• they 

12 agriculture in Montana and has been revealed by severe 12 will lose the water rights to the demands of downstream 

13 summer droughts; and 13 users in other states where water is appropriated to a 

14 WHEREAS• the c1 i~~~atic and soil conditions of 14 beneficial use, prior in time. 

15 Broadwater, Jefferson, and Madison Counti€s ~re such that 15 

16 irrigate~ land produces ~high proportion of the total value 16 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ReSOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

17 of the crops; and 17 OF ~EPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~DNTANA: 

18 WHEREASo the economy of Montana is enhanced by a ~ore 18 That the Senate and the House of Representatives of the 

19 stable farm income. and a stable farz income is in part 19 State of ~ontana request the Departaent of Natural Resources 

2{) r~lated to a reliab1e water supply; and 20 and Conservation to study the feasibility of off-stream 

21 WHEREAS• the Big Hole and Jefferson Rivers are 21 storage on the upoer 3ig Hole River and report to the 46th 

22 considered by many people to be a1110ng tile finest fishing 22 legislature on the results of that study including therein: 

23 streams in Montana. and in many ye;,rs very low flows during 23 Ill a description of each unit considered; 

24 1 at.e summer ,.onths and high turbid f1 ows during S?r ina 24 (2} the benefits ana costs associated with each unit; 

25 months have 1 i111itad fishina on both str,•ams; ana 25 and 

l N T R 0 0 U C E 0 B l L L -~- #'$c:f'G) 



lC 0594/01 

1 (3) a recomrendation as to the best practic•l unit to 

2 construct and the potential sources of fundinJ for the 

3 construction o~ that unit. 

4 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this project be funded 

5 throu?h the water works project feasibility study program. 

-End-

-3-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. . 589-77 ___ _ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 ·....,, 

In compliance with a written request received~--, 19 __n __ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ___ . _.H.o.u.se . ..JmnLB.esalution 80 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Prog1 am Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF RESOLUTION: 

House Joint Resolution 80 requests the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation to study the feasibility of 
off-stream storage on the upper Big Hole River, 

ASSUMPTION: 

The study would take approximately two (2) years to complete. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Personal services 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

FY 78 

$38,356 
10,000 
2,000 

$50,356 

NOTE: House Bill 811 provides the funding for this study. 

FY 79 

$39,265 
12,000 
__ o 

$51,265 

j;.;gJ ot. . i:l~ "=\'€--
BUDGET Dl RECTOR c./ 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ..<. - ..;z Y - ? 7 ,.,/ 
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

~ JOIHT RESOLUTION NO. 3.fL_ 

RY &W< ~\."'' INTRODUCED 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE~ STATE OF ~ONTANA REQUESTING THE 

Lf:PAiHMt:NT OF NATURAL RES'ltlRC!:S A~O CG"!SERVATIOH TO ~TUOY 

THE FfASt~ILITY OF OFF-STREA" STORAGE ON THE UPPER ~IG HOLE 

RIVER. 

WHERtAS, the need for watershed and irrigation 

devel opm .. mt is c~itical for the continued growth of 

agriculture in Montana and has been ~evealed by severe 

summer droughts; and 

WHEREAS, the eli-tic and soil conditions of 

Broadwater, Jefferson, and Nadison Counties are such that 

irrigated land produces a high proportion of the total value 

of the crops; and 

WHEREAS, the economy of "ontana is enhanced by a ~ore 

sta~l~ farm inco~~. and a stable farm income is in part 

related to a reliable water supply; and 

~HEF,EAS, the Big Hole and Jefferson Rivers are 

consider£>d by many people to be among the finest fishing 

streams in "ontana, and in many ye3rs very low flows during 

late summer months and high turbid flows during s~rino 

months have limited fishina on both streams; and 

S E C 0 N D R E A D 1 N G 
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1 WHEREAS, the need exists for increased control of river 

2 flows during periods of heavy spring runoff which flood the 

3 Jefferson River and its tributaries and have frequently 

4 caused d3mage to farmland, irrigation, co-.unication and 

5 transportation facilities, and other· improvements along the 

6 streams; and 

1 WHEREAS, the potential for control of the destructive 

8 spring flows and for enhancing late summer flows exists in 

9 off-stream storage o¥ the upper Big Hole; and 

10 WHEREAS, it is beca.ing apparent that if Montanans do 

11 not plan to use Montana water for their own benetit, they 

12 will lose the water rights to the de~~ands of doNnstrea• 

13 users in other states where water is appropriated to a 

14 beneficial use, prior In tiae. 

15 

16 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY fHE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

11 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

18 That the Senate and the House of Representatives of the 

19 State of ~~ntana request the Department of Natural Resources 

20 and Conservation to study the feasibility of off-stream 

21 s tora·~e on the upper 3 i g Hole River and report to the 46th 

22 Legislature on the results of that study including therein: 

23 (1) a description of each unit considered; 

24 (2) the benefits and costs associated with each unit; 

25 and 

_.,_ #uff?i' 
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1 (3) a reco~endation as to the best practic'l unit to 

2 ~onstruct and the potential sources of funding for the 

3 construction of that unit. 

It BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• that this project be funded 

5 through the vater vorks project feasibility study prograa. 

-End-

-3-
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1 ~ JOINT RESOLUTION NO. ~ 

f>Y A/4< ~""'~ 2 lfi!TRODlJCED 

3 

4 A JOINT R~SDLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

5 REPRESE~TATIVES OF TH~ STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

b [ !OPA~H!t:NT Of NATURAL R~S<JtlRCi.:> A~D CGNSERVA TIGM TO .:. TUOY 

7 THE FEASI~ILITY OF OFF-STREAM STORAGE ON THE UPPER BIG HOLE 

t' R!V[R. 

'I 

10 WHEReAS, the need for watershed and irrig3tion 

11 development is critical for the continued growth of 

12 agriculture in Montana and has been revealed by severe 

13 summer droughts; and 

14 WHEREAS, the eli ~~~atic and soil conditions of 

15 Broadwater, Jefferson, and Madison Counties are such that 

16 irrh1ate<! land produces S' hiqh proportion of the total value 

17 of the crops; and 

18 WHEREAS, the economy of Montana is enhanced by a more 

151 stabl~ farm income, and a stable farm income is in part 

zc related to a reliable wat~r supply; and 

21 ...,HI'REioSt the Big Hole and Jefferson kivers are 

22 consi<lered by a:any people to be among t"e finest fishing 

23 streams in Montana, and in many years very low flows during 

24 late summer months and hi9h turbid flows during sprinu 

25 months have li•itad fishing on both streams; and 
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WHEREAS, the need exists for increased control of river 

flows durin? p~riods of heavy spring runoff which flood the 

Jefferson ?iver and its tributaries and have frequently 

caused damaJe to farmland, irrigation, cosmunication and 

transportation facilities, and other improvements along the 

streams; and 

WHEREAS, the potential for control of the destructive 

spring flows and for enhancing late summer flows exists in 

off-stream storage of the upper Big Hole; and 

WHEREAS, it is becoming apparent that if Montanans do 

not plan to use Montana water for their own benefit, they 

will lose the water rights to the demands of downstream 

users in other states where water is appropriated to a 

beneficial use, prior in time. 

NOW, THEREFORE, Bl' IT RESOLVED BY THE SENAT~ AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Senate and the House of Representatives of the 

State of ~ontana request the DepartQent of Natural Resourc~s 

and Conservation to study the feasibility of off-stream 

stora~e on the upper ~ig Hole River and report to the 46th 

Leqislature on the results of that study includinq therein: 

(1) a description of each unit considered; 

(2) the benefits and costs associated with each unit; 

ond 

-~- ,1/cff?tJ 
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(31 a reco~~~~r.endation as to the best practic,,1 unit to 

2 construct and the potential sources of fundino for the 

3 construction of that unit. 

4 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this project be funded 

5 throuqh the Nater works project feasibility study program. 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO• 80 

I~TROOUCED nY MULAR, SCULLY 

A JulNT RESulUTJON 

KEPRESENTATIVES Of 

OF 

THE 

THE SENATE 

STATE Of 

AND THE HOUSE Of 

MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

DEPARTMENT Of NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO STUDY 

THE fEASIBILITY OF OFF-STREAM STORAGE ON THE UPPER Blr, HOLE 

RIVER. 

WHEREAS, the need for 

development is critical for 

agriculture in Montana and has 

sumaer drou~hts; and 

WHEREAS, the cl i .atic 

watershed and irrigation 

the continued growth of 

been revealed by severe 

and soil conditions of 

Broad~ate~, Jefferson, and Madison Counties are such that 

i~rigated land produces a high proportion of the total value 

of th~ crops; and 

nHEREASt the economy of Montana is enhanced by a more 

stabla farm income, and a stable farm income is in part 

related to a reliable water supply; and 

wnEREAS, the Big Hole and Jefferson ~ivers are 

consi~ered by many people to be among the finest fishing 

strea""s in Montana, and in many years very lo" flows durinq 

lata su~mer months and high turbid flows during spring 

months have 1 imited fishing on both streams; and 
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WHEREAS, the need eKists for increased control of river 

flo~s during pe~iods of heavy spring runoff Ahich flood the 

Jefferson Rive~ and its tributaries and have frequently 

caused d~aqe to farmland, ir~igation, communication and 

transportation facilities, and other i.provements along the 

streaiRSi and 

WHEREAS, the potential for control of the dest~uctive 

sprina flows and for enhancing late summer flows eKists in 

off-strea• storage of the upper Big Hole; and 

WHEREAS• it is beco•ing apparent that if Montanans do 

not plan to use Montana water for their own benefit, they 

will lose the water rights to the deaands of downstrea• 

use~s in other states where .. ater is appropriated to a 

beneficial use, prior in time. 

~OWt THE~EFOREt BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

Of t<~f'Rt:SENTATJVES uF HlE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Senate and the House of Representatives of the 

State of ~ontana request the Department of Natural Resources 

and Canservation to study the feasibility of off-stream 

storaJe on the upper 9ig Hole River and report to the 4&th 

Legislature on the results of that study including the~ein: 

Ill a description of each unit considered; 

{2) the benefits and costs associated with each unit; 

and 

-2- HJR 80 
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(31 a recommendation as to the best practical unit to 

construct and tne potential sources of fundina for the 

3 construction of that unit• 

4 JE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. that this project be funded 

5 through the water works project feasibility study proqra•• 

-End-

-3- HJR 80 
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