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~ ~ JOINT RESOLUTION NO. jQJQ_ 
INTRODUCED BY lii~A.k4. • ~W.!fl'~ e...2tt?­

P'-< J, /;e. lf~q I h< 
A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THAT ALL 

POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE UNDER EXISTING LAW BE PROVIDED TO 

VICTIMS OF CATASTROPHIC ILLNESS AND THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF 

SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES STUDY THE FEASIBiliTY OF 

A MONTANA CATASTROPHI~ IllNESS INSURANCE PROGRAM. 

WHEREAS, severe •edical illness or disability strikes 

12 without regard to the econo•ic status of the persons 

13 stricken or their families; and 

14 WHEREAS, so•e persons are not eligible for or covered 

15 by private or public health insurance progra•s; and 

1·S ~HEREASo public and private health insurance programs 

11 generally impose li•ltations on coverag9; and 

18 WHEREAS, persons stricken with severe medical illness 

19 or disability often face financial disaster because of the 

20 1 ack of or the limitations on co•prehensive health 

21 insurance. 

22 

23 NDWo THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

24 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

25 (1) That the Department of Social and Rehabilitation 

I N T R 0 D U C E D 8 I L L 
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Services shall vigorously explore and provide all possible 

2 assistance authorized by existing law and available within 

3 existing appropriations for families stricken with 

4 catastrophic illness in an effort to alleviate the financial 

5 and medical burdens of those families; 

b (2) That the Department of Social and Rehabilitation 

7 Se~vices shall study the feasibility of a catastrophic 

8 illness insurance program for all citizens of the State of 

9 Montana and report the findings of the study to the 46th 

lO legislature. 

-End-

-2- //d/('~6 



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. _ _520=11___ __ _ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Fo r 111 I! {) I 5 .,, 

In compliance with a written request received February 15 ·----·--, 19 ?1.__. there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for HJR66 __ . ______ .. ··-----·---~---pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Provides for expending all assistance possible under existing law to victims of catastrophic illness and directs the Department of 
Social and Rehabilitation Services to conduct a feasibility study for a catastrophic illness insurance program. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The feasibility study can be accomplished within existing departmental resources; however, if the Medically Needy Children 
provision is funded, additional costs are $150,000 in FY78 and $173,250 in FY79, 38% of which cost must be funded with 
state general fund monies (see technical note). 

TECHNICAL NOTE: 

Under existing statutes the Department is required to provide services to all Medically Needy Children; however, funding has 
never been appropriated for this service, nor does the current budget request include funds for this service. 

t2-;J_~ or!; & ~~·-t-" 
BUDGET DIRECTOR . 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: -~:~t..:::....il____ ~ 
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Approved by Committee 
on Public Health,Welfare 
& Safety 

~-&< JOINT RESOLUTION NO. jQj6_ 
INTRODUCED BY ;JI.~k4-r,., • c:::(s,,w.w,...4.c.- Iii~­

?~; /1&. lt~4' I h< 
A JOINT RESOl.UTION OF THE - SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF "aNTAHA DIRECTING THAT All 

POSSIBLE ASSIST AHCE l.INOER EXISTING LAV BE PROVIDED. TO 

VICTIMS OF CATASTROPHIC ILLNESS AND THAr THE DEPARTMENT OF 

SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES SIUDY THE FEASIBILITY OF 

A ~NTANA CATASTRDPHI~ IllNESS INSURANCE PROGRAM~ 

WHEREAS, severe .edical illness or disability st:rikes 

1Z without regard to the econo•ic status of the persons 

13 stricken or their fa.ili.es; and 

14 WHEREAS, so-a persons are not eligible for or covered 

15 by private or public health -insurance progra•s; and 

lb WHEREAS, public and private health insurance progra•s 

IT generally impose li•ltations on coverage; and 

18 WHEREAS, persons stricken with severe aedical illness 

19 or disability often face financial disaster because of the 

20 lack of or the li•itations on ca.prehensive health 

21 Insurance. 

22 

23 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED SY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

24 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

25 (1) That the Depart-ant of Social and Rehabilitation 

SECOND R E A D I N G 
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Services shall vigorously--explore and provide all possible 

2 assistance authorized by existing law and available-within 

3 existing appropriations for fa•ilies stricken with 

4 catastrophic- lllness in an effort to al lev late the financial 

5 and .adical burdens of those fa•ilies; 

6 ( Z) That the Depart-nt of Soc i a 1 and Rehab i1 i tat: ion 

1 Services shall study the feasibility of a catastrophic 

8 illness insurance progra• for all citizens of the State of 

9 Montana and report the f-indings of the study t:o the 46th 

10 legislature. 

-End-

-2- /lr/~&6 
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"/.J..u L JOINT RESOLUTION NO• .icJL . 
INTRODUCED BY tJI.tlff!llk44,.. · • 4wr.W.-~- ~,..... 

?uJ,Ite. ~-
A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AMD: THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE. OF KONTANA ~IRECTJRG THAT ALL 

POSSIBlE· ASSISTANCE UNDER EXISTING LAW BE PROVIDED. 10 

VICTIMS OF CATASTROPHI(; JLLJIES'S 'AND THAT THE DEPAirTitENT OF 

SOCIA\. AND REHABILITATION SERVICES" s-TUDY' THE FEASIBlt.JTY. OF 

A MOHTAifA CATASTROPHIC: nLNESS IJISURANCE PROGW~ 

WHEREas, severe -~neal illness or disability strikes 

12 •ithout· regard. to ·the econ~ic status of ·the persons 

13 stricken or ~heir faaili:es; and 

l't WHEREAS, soae · persons: are note eligible for or cover:ed 

15 by private or public bealth insurance progra•s; and 

14 WHEREas, public and private health Insurance progra•s 

17 generally impose li•itations on coverage; and 

18 WHEREAS, persons ·s tr ick_en vi th severe -d i cal i U ness 

19 or· disability often face. financial disaster because of 0the 

20 lack of or the. li•itations on coeprehet~slve health 

21 insurance. 

22 

23 NOWw THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

2't OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

25 {1) That the Oepart•ent of Social and Rehabilitation 
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Services shall vigorously--e:xptor.e and provide · all possible 

assi·stance authorized by exi5t.1ng claw and available •wltttin 

existing appropriations for f-ilies stricken with 

cata5trophic il'tness ia .'an effort to alleviat.- the '¥111i1111Cial' 

and .edical burdens of those faailies; 

(2)' That the Depart-nt of Social and .Rehabilitation 

services shall study the feasibility of a cat~strophic 

illnes5 insurance pr!)gra• ,_ all citizens· of the Stat:e of 

Mont-a an~ report· 1:ha; findings ·of ttte st:.dy to the <W>tli 

legislat-e. 

-End-

-2.- /lr/~&b 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 66 

INTRODUCED BY HENAHAN (Committee Bill) 

Public Health 

A JOINT RESOLUTION Df THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES Of THE ST~TE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THAT All 

POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE UNDER EXISTING LAW BE PROVIDED TO 

VICTI~S Of CATASTROPHIC ILLNESS AND THAT THE DEPARTMENT Of 

SOCIAl AND REHABILITATION SERVICES STUDY THE FEASIBILITY Of 

A MONTANA CATASTROPHIC ILLNESS INSURANCE PROGRAM. 

WHEREAS, seve~e Medical illness o~· disability st~ikes 

without ~egard to the economic status of the pe~sons 

st~icken o~ thei~ families; and 

WHEREAS, so.a persons a~e not eligible fo~ o~ covered 

lb by private o~ public health insurance programs; and 

17 WHEREAS, public and private health insu~ance p~oq~ams 

18 ~ene~ally impose limitations on coverage; ana 

19 WHEREAS, pe~sons stricken with severe medical illness 

20 or disability often face financial disaster because of the 

21 lack of o~ the limitations on comp~ehensive health 

22 insu~ance. 

23 

24 NOWt THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

z; OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 
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.(1} That the Department of Social and Rehabilitation 

Services sh3ll vigorously explore and p~ovide all possible 

assistance authorized by existing law and available within 

existinc, approp~iations fo~ families stricken with 

catastrophic illness In an effo~t to alleviate the financial 

and medical bu~dens of those families; 

(2) That the Departaent of Social and Rehabilitation 

Se~vlces shall study the feasibility of a catast~ophic 

illness insurance program for all citizens of the State of 

Kontana and ~eport the findings of the study to the ~6th 

Legislatu~e. 

-End-

-2- HJR 66 


