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courtroom work to develop skills in trial or appellate 

2 litigation, with the result that their agencies either 

3 forego effective representation in court or retain outside 

4 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 4 counsel for litigation at greater cost; and 

s REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Of MONTANA FOR AN INTERIM STUDY 5 WHEREAS, many of the foregoing problems are not present 

b IJF THE ORGANIZATION OF LEGAL SERVICES WITHIN THE EXcCUT IVE 6 to the same degree in states having a unified legal service 

1 BRANCH Of THE STATE GOVERNMENT. 1 for all state agencies under the state•s chief legal 

8 8 officer. 

9 WHEREAS, tne various departiM!nts, boards, and 9 

10 commissions of the state executive branch employ or retain a 10 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

11 large number of attorneys> and 11 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 WHEREAS, it is a principle of courtroom law that a 12 That the Committee on Priorities is requested to assign 

13 party to litigation should speak with one consistent 13 the appropriate standing co•~ittee to study the organization 

14 position; and 14 of legal services within the executive branch of state 

15 WHEREAS, the agencies of the state of Montana do not 15 government, examining alternatives as used in other states, 

16 appear before state or federal courts in a consistent 16 and to recommend such changes in the present system in 

11 posit:ion; and l7 Montana as would supply effective legal services to state 

18 WHEREAS, staff budgets are a;:>proved on an lB ogencies with more coordination 9 efficiency7 and economy. 

I<; a'Jency-by-agency t>asis, which results in smaller agencies -End-

20 eith2r functionin~ without legal services or using retained 

21 co~ns~l at more expensive rates, while larger agencies 

22 employing several attorneys may not have anough legal work 

23 to keep all their attorneys busy in all seasons of the year; 

24 and 

25 WHEREAS, many state agency attorneys do not have enough 
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NO. 2L 

A JOI~T RfSOLUTIQ~ OF THE SENATt ANG IHE HLJU~E OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ~TATE OF ~ONTANA FOR AN INTERIM STUDY 

OF THE OR·~ANIZATIUN Of- LEGAL SERVICES >II THIN THE EXcCUT !Vc 

BRANCH OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT. 

WHEREAS, tne var-ious depa~tments. boards ... and 

commissions of the state executive branch employ or ~etain a 

large number of attorneys; and 

WHEREAS, it is a p~inciple of cou~troom law that a 

party to 1 itigation should speak with one consistent 

~osition; and 

WHEREAS, the agencies of the state of Montana do not 

app~ar b~fore state or fede~al courts i~ a consist~nt 

positjon; and 

WHEKt:A~, staff budgets are a~proved on an 

ale,lcy-by-a~ency basis. which results in smaller agencies 

20 eithar functi~ning without l~gal s~~vices or using retained 

Ll couns~~ ~t mor: ~xp2nsiva r~tqs, ~hile lar9er a~encies 

-L E:m11 1 oy j ny sever a J attor.,Bys may not have anJugh 1esal war~ 

23 to kaep all their attorneys busy in all seasons of the year; 

24 <.J(ld 

Zc ~HEREAS, many state J1ency attorneys d~ not have F.nough 

SECOND READING 

LC 10<>3/01 

Lourtroom work to develop ~kills in tri<.Jl or appellate 

2 1 itigation, with the result that their agencies either 

~ f0regJ eff~ct~ve repres~n~ation in court or retain outside 

4 c0unsel for litigation at 9reater cast; and 

5 WHEREAS, many of the foregoing proble-s are not present 

b to the sctme degree in states having a unified legal service 

7 for all statE agencies under the state's chief legal 

8 officer. 

9 

10 NOW, THEREFORE, 3E IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

ll OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

12 That the Committee on Priorities is requested to assign 

13 the appropriate standing committee to study the organization 

14 of lejal services within the executive b~anch of state 

15 yovernmenty examining alte~natives as used in other states. 

lo and to recommend such changes in the present system in 

11 Montand as woul4 su~ply eff~ctive legal services to stat9 

ld ogenci~s with more coordination, efficiency. and economy. 

-End-
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1 jl.rn.JA DJ JOINT RESOLUTION 

oY .!>t ,~\,)7 
NOo .:5!1_ 

l INTRODUCEO 

.> 

4 A JOI~T RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOU:iE OF 

5 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA FOR AN INTERIM STUDY 

6 Of THE ORGANIZATION OF LEGAL SERVICES WITHIN THt EXeCUTIVE 

7 BRANCH OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT. 

e 

9 WHEREAS, tne various departments, boardso and 

10 co•Missions of the state executive branch e•ploy or retain a 

11 large number of attorneys; and 

12 WHEREAS 9 it Is a principle of courtroom law that a 

13 party to litigation should speak with one consistent 

14 position; and 

15 WHEREAS, the agencies of the state of Montana do not 

16 appear before state or federal courts in a consistent 

l7 position; and 

18 WHEREASo staff budgets are a!JproveJ on an 

1'> a·lency-by-a<Jency hasiso which results in smaller agencies 

20 either functionin<J without legal ser.vic<>s or using r"t·>ineo 

ll couns~1 3t morG expensive rates, while larger agencies 

22 employing several attoro>eys may not nave _.nough legal work 

23 to kaep all their attorneys busy in all seasons of the year; 

24 and 

25 WHEREAS, many state 3gency attorneys do not have enough 
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courtroom work to oevelop skills in trial or appellate 

litigation, with the result that their agencies either 

forego eff~ctive representation in court or retain outside 

counsel for litigation at greater cost; and 

WHEREAS, many of the foregoing problems are not present 

to th~ same degree in states having a unified legal service 

for all state agencies under the state's chief legal 

officer. 

NOW9 THEREFOREt 3E IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUS~ 

OF REPRESENTATIVE~ OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Committee on Priorities is requested to assign 

the appropriate standing committee to study the organization 

of legal services within the executive branch of state 

govern~ento examining alternatives as used in other states, 

and to recommend such changes in the present syste~ in 

Montana as would supply effective 1egal services to state 

oycncics with more coordination, efficiency, and economy. 

-End-
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'-"' April 1, 1977 

SENATE 
STANDING COMMI'ITEE REPORI' 

Committee on State Administration 

That House Joint Resolution No. 59, third reading, be arnende:l as follows: 

l. Amend page 2, line 18. 
Following: "econany" 
Insert: "without interfering with the rightful prerogatives and program 

responsibilities of the governor and other elected officials'' 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 59 

INTRODUCED BY SCULLY 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA FOR AN INTERIM STUDY 

OF THE ORGANIZATION OF LEGAL SERVICES WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE 

BRANCH OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT• 

WHEREAS, the various deparuentso boards, and 

commissions of the state executive branch employ or retain a 

large number of attorneys; and 

WHEREAS, it is a principle of courtroom law that a 

party to litigation should 

position; and 

WHEREAS, the agencies 

speak with one consistent 

of the state of Montana do not 

appear before state or federal courts in a consistent 

position; and 

WHEREAS, staff budgets are approved on an 

agency-by-agency basist which results in smaller agencies 

either functioning without legal services or using retained 

counsel at more expensive rates, while larger agencies 

e~ploying several attorneys may not have enough legal work 

23 to keep all their attorneys busy in all seasons of the year; 

24 and 

25 WHEREAS, many state agency attorneys do not have enough 
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court_room work to develop ski Jls in trial or appellate 

litigation, with the result that their agencies either 

forego effective representation in court or retain outside 

counsel for litigation at greater cost> and 

~HEREAS, ~ny of the foregoing probleas are not present 

to the same degree in states having a unified legal service 

for all state agencies under the state•s chief legal 

officer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Coa•ittee on Priorities is requested to assign 

the appropriate standing co .. ittee to study the organization 

of legal services within the executive branch of state 

govern•ento exaaining alternatives as used in other states, 

and to reca.aend such chdnges in the present syste• in 

Montana as would supply effective legal services to state 

agencies with more coordination, efficiency, and economy 

WITHOUT INTERFERING WITH THf RIGHTFUL PREROGATIVES AND 

PROGRAM RESPONSIBILITIES Qf THE GOyERNQR AND OTHER ELECTED 

OffiCIALSo 

-End-

-2- HJR 59 


