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LC 1101/01

RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA ESTABLISHING A
POSITION ON THE PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN'S COAL-FIRED POMER
PLANT ([OMPLEX NOW UNDER CONSYTRUCTION 4 MILES NORTH OF THE

MONTANA BORDER.

WHEREASy the Canadian Province of Saskatchewan is
presently  constructing 3 coal-fired power plant complex 4
miles north of the Montana border and has already dammed the
East Fork of tha Poplar River; and

WHEREASs the Province of Saskatchewan®s long-ranges
post-1985 plans for eneryy development in the Poplar River
Basin could include an energy complex seven times the size
of the combined Colstrip Generating Units l-4; and

WHEREAS, considerable adverse environmental and
economic effects are imminent as a result of the operation
of the power plant and the adjacent strip mines including
air pollutions water depletion and degradations and
potential damage to rangeland and crop production; and

WHEREASy the prevailing northwesterly winds will blow
the air pollution frcm the plants into northeastern Montana

anc thus wmay preclude future development options now
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available for northeastern Montana by filling the Federal
Class I! air pollution quota;i and

WHEREASy it is crucial that the State of Montama and
the United States adhere to a8 clear and coherent position on
the Poplar River Power Project that will adequately

safeguard the peoples lands air and water of Montanas.

NOWs THEREFOREes BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANAZ

That it is the position of the State of Montana that:

(1) the Poplar River power pltants and associated
facilities should not violate Montana orf United States
pollution standards;

{2) the Saskatchewan Government should equip the power
plants with the best pollution control technology available
S0 as to mitigate adverse impacts to Montana; and

{3) all transboundary impacts of the Poplar River
developmenty including surface and subsurface water quality
and gquantity and air qualitys should be formally referrad in
a term of reference to the International Joint (ommissions

BE 17 FURTHER RESOLVEDes that the State of Montana fully
recognizes the right of the Province of Saskatchewan to
develop its resources but believes that this can be
accomplished with minimal transboundary impacts to Montana

and that a concurrence by the Saskatchewan Government +to
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this position will enhance our
relationship with our Canadian neighbore

-End~
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continuing

LC 1131701
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OIN RESDLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA ESTABLISHING A
POSITION ON THE PROVINCE OF SASKATCHENWAN®S COAL-FIRED POWER
PLANT COMPLEX NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION 4 MILES NORTH OF THE

MONTANA BORDER. -

WHEREASs the Canadian Province of Saskatchewan is
presently constructing a coal-fired power plant complex &
miles north of the Montana border and has already dammed the
East Fork of the Poplar River; and

WHEREASes the Province of Saskatchewan’s long-ranges
post-1985 plans for energy development in the Poplar River
Basin could include aﬁ energy complex seven times the size
of the cﬁlbined Colstrip Generating Units 1-4; and

WHEREAS considerable adverse environmental and
economic effects are imminent as a result .of the operation
of the power plant and the adjacent strip mines including
air pollutions water depletion and degradationys and
potential damage to rangeland and crop production; and

WHEREASy the prevailing northwesterly winds will blow
the air pollution from the plants into northeastern Montana

ang thus wmay preclude future development options now
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available for mortheastern Montana by Ffilling the Federal
Class 11 air pollution quota; and

WHEREASy it is crucial that the State of Montama and
the United States adhere to a clear and coherent position on
the Poplar River Power Project that will adequately

safeguard the peoples lands air and water of Montanae.

NOWe THEREFOREes BE IT RESULVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HQOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE DF MONTANA:

That it is the position of the State of Montana that:

{1) the Poplar River power plants and associated
facilities should not violate Montanas or United States
poliution standards;

(2} the Saskatchewan Government should equip the power
plants with the best pollution cont}ol technology available
so as to mitigate adverse impacts to Montana; and

{3) all transboundary impacts of the Poplar River
developments including surface and subsurface water quality
and quantity and s8ir qualitys Should be formally referred in
a term of reference to the International Jeoint Commissione

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVEDs that the State of Montana fully
recognizes the right of the Province of Saskatchewan to
develop its resources but believes that this can be
accompl ished with minimal transboundary impacts to Montana

and that a concurrence by the Saskatchewan Government to
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this position '~ wil) enhance our
relationship with our Canadian neighbore

-End-
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March 5, 1977

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

That House Joint Resolution No. 48, third reading, be amended as
follows:

l. Amend page 3, line 2.
Following: line 2
Insert: "BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution

be sent to the secretary of state and Montana's congressional
delegation."
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March 8, 1977

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

That House Joint Resolution No. 48 be amended as follows:

1. Amend amendment No. 1, insertion paragraph, line 2.
Following: "state"
Insert: "of the United States"
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HJR 0048702

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NOe 48
INTRODUCED BY NATHEs LUNDy FEDAs VINGERs UNDERDALes FABREGAs

HALVORSDONy KIMBLEs KENNERLYy HIRSCHe JOHNSTONs FAGGe O'KEEFE

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE or
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA ESTABLISHING A
PGSITION ON THE PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN'S COAL-FIRED POWER
PLANT COMPLEX NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION 4 MILES NORTH OF THE

MONTANA BORDERS

WHEREASs the Canadian Province of Saskatchewan is
presently constructina a coal-fired power plant complex 4%
miles north of the Montana border and has already dammed the
East Fork of the Poplar River; and

WHEREASs the Province of Saskatchewan®s long-ranges
post~1%63 plans for energy development in the Poplar River
8asin coﬁ]d include an energy complex seven times the size
of the combined Colstrip Generating Units 1-45 and

NHEREASs considerabla adverse environmental and
econonic effects are imminent as a result of the operation
of the power plant and the adjacent strip mines including
air pollutions water depletion and degradations and
potential damage to rangeland and crop production;i and

AHEREASy the prevailing northwesterly winds will blow

the air polilution from the plants into northeastern Moptana

REFERENCE BILL

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

24

25

HJR 0048702

and' thus may prectude future development options now
available for northeastern Montana by filling the Federal
Class 1I air polliution quota; and

WHEREASy it is crucial that the State of Montana and
the United States adhere to a clear and coherent position on
the Poptar River Power Project that will adequately

safeguard the peoples lands air and water of Montanaa.

NOWe THEREFOREe BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That it is the position of the State of Montana that:

{1} the Poplar River power plants and associated
facilities should not wviolate Montana or United States
pollution standards;

{2) the Saskatchewan Government should equip the power
plants with the best pollution control technology available
s0 as to mitigate adverse impacts to Montana; and

{3) all transboundary impacts of the Poplar River
developments including surface and subsurface water gquality
and quantity and air qualitys should be formally referred in
a term of reference to the International Joint Commissione

sE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that the State of Montana fully
recognizes the right of the Province of Saskatchewan to
devaelop its resocurces but believes that this can be

accomplished with minimal transboundary impacts to Montana

—a- HIR 48
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and tnat a concurrence by the Saskatchewan Government to
this position will anhance our continuig friendly
relationship with our Canadian neighbore.

BE_IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs THAT COPIES OF THIS RESOLUTION
BE_ SENT YO JYHE _ SECRETARY _ OF STATE AND MONTANA®S
LCONGRLSSIONAL DELECATION,

~End-

3 HIR 48



