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----~AI7L-- JOINT RESOLUTION NO~ ~ 
INTRODUCED BY ,;t:::, .. M~~~------
A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Of MONTANA TO PRESERVE AND 

PERPETUATE INDIAN CULTURE AND TRADITIONS IN MONTANA AND TO 

ENDORSE INDIAN RELIGIOUS PRACTICES AS A BONA FlOE RELIGION. 

WHEREAS, the State of Montana has been established in a 

territory that was once the exclusive homeland of the Indian 

people; and 

WHEREAS• over the centuries these Indian people had 

developed a rich and unique culture which was precious ano 

meaningful to every Indian; and 

WHEREASo the sacreo traditions of the original 

residents of Montana are in oanger of being forgotten and 

lost to posterity; and 

WHEREAS• the aominant culture has taken much from the 

Indians and has misused or destroyed many of the Indians• 

most valued resourcesi and 

WHEREAS• Montanans can learn much from the historical 

beliefs and the traditional way of life practiced by the 

various Indian tribes; ano 

WHEREAS• both Indian and white societies will lose many 

potential benefits and enjoyaents if traditional Indian 
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culture is forever lost. 

z 

3 NOW• THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

4 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

5 That Indian culture and traditions be considered in the 

6 same legal class as any othe~ o~thodox reli~ion or sect in 

7 Montana. 

B BE IT FURTHER RESOLVE0 9 that the legislatu~e of Montana 

9 r-ecognizes and declares its respect for the sacred 

10 t~aditions of Indian tribes as they have been 1egitimiz~d by 

11 histo~ical tribal sanction. 

12 BE IT FURTH~R RESOLVEDo thato whenever possibleo 

l3 traditional Indians will be appointed to serve on committees 

14 whose deliberations and actions affect the life-styla and 

15 worship practices of Indians. 

16 SE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Senate and the House 

l1 of Representatives of Montana endorse ano encourage the 

18 preservation and perp~tuation of Inuian cultu~al and 

19 religious traditions among all persons for whom these 

20 traditions ~ay have ~aning. 

21 oE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDo that the Senate ano the iouse 

22 of Representatives of Montana. in all future deliuerations 

23 which affect Indian tribal custo11sy .. i 11 take into 

24 consioeration the requirements of those custo•s and will 

25 endeavor to protect them from unnecessary curtailment or 
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1 i Jlli tat ion. 

2 SE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDo that the Secretary of State is 

3 requested to send copies of this resolution to all Tribal 

4 Councils in the State of Kontana. 

-End-

-3-
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Approved by Committee 
on JudiciQry 

HOUSE JOINT K~SOLUTION NO. 3L 

INTROOU(EO cV KENNERLVo (ONRQV, KIMBLE 

A JUINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HJUSE UF 

REPKESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO PRESERVE AND 

PERPeTUATE !~>;DIAN (ULTURE AND TRADITIONS IN MONTANA ANI.J TO 

ENB9R~E aE1Qy~lLt-THf_E&t~QQ~_QE INDIAN RELI~IOUS PRACTILES 

AS A ~ONA FIDE RELIGION. 

WHEREAS, the State of Montana has been established in a 

territory that was once the exclusive homeland of the Indian 

people; and 

WHEREA5 0 over the centuries these Indian people had 

developed a rich and unique culture wnich was precious and 

meanin9ful to every Indian; and 

WHEREAS, the sacred traditions of the or~~;•na1 

residents ~f ~ontana ar9 in danger of bein3 forgotten and 

lost to posterity; and 

WHEREA~, the dominant culture has taken much from the 

Indians and has misus~d or destroyed many of the indians• 

"'ost valued JiUl.ill.QU:i r<»uurce s; and 

~HERfA~, Montanans can learn much from the his~orical 

beliefs ana the traditional way of life practiced oy the 

various Indian tribes; and 

;;HEREAS, both lnoi<m and "hite societies "ill lose many 

SECOND READING 
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potential Denefits and enjoyments if traditional Indian 

2 culture js forever lost. 

J 

4 NOW, THEREFORE, bE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

5 OF REPRESENTATIVES UF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

6 fhat Indian cutture and traditions be considered in tne 

7 same legal class as any other o~thodox religion or sect in 

8 Montana. 

9 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislature of Montana 

10 recognizes and declares its respect for the sacred 

ll traditions of Indian tribes as they have been legitimiz~d by 

12 historical triba1 sanction. 

l3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, whenever possible, 

14 traditional Indians will De app~inted to serve on committees 

15 whose deliberations and actions affect the 1 ife-style and 

16 worship p~actices of lndidns. 

11 ~E IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Senate and the House 

13 of Representatives of Montana eftd~~~e al~~Lf and 

19 encourage the preservation and perpetuation of Indian 

20 cultural 3nd rei i~ious traditions a~ong all persons for whom 

21 these traditions may nave meaning. 

l2 aE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Senate ana the House 

23 of Representatives of Montanao in all future deliberations 

24 which affect I no ian tribal customs., will take into 

25 consid~ration the r~quirements of those customs and ~ill 

-£- HJR 32 
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endeavor to protect them from unnecessary curtailment or 

£ 1 imitation. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• that the Secretary of State i 5 

4 reque~ted to send copies of this resolution to all Tribal 

5 Councils in the State of Montana. 

-End-

-3- HJR 32 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO• 32 

INTRODUCED BY KENNERLYt CONROYt KIMBlE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

STATE OF MONTANA TO PRESERVE AND 

PERPETUATE INDIAN CULTURE AND TRADITIONS IN MONTANA AND TO 

ENSQR~E RECOGNIZE THE_t&f~DQH_g£ INDIAN RELIGIOUS PRACTICES 

AS A BONA FlOE RELIGiON. 

WHEREAS, the State of Montana has been established in a 

territory that was once the exclusive hoeeland of the Indian 

people; and 

WHEREAS, over the centuries these Indian people had 

developed a rich and unique culture which was precious and 

meaningful to every Indian; and 

WHEREAS, the sacred traditions of the original 

residents of Montana are in danger of being forgotten and 

lost to posterity; and 

WHEREAS, the dominant culture has taken much from the 

Indians and has misused or destroyed many of the Indians• 

most valued BtLIGlO~ resources; and 

WHEREAS, Montanans can learn much from the historical 

beliefs and the traditional way of life practiced Dy the 

various Indian tribesi and 

WHEREAS, both Indian and white societies will lose many 
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potential benefits and enjoyments if traditional Indian 

culture is forever lost. 

NOWt THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That Indian culture and traditions be considered in the 

saMe legal class as any other orthodox religion or sect in 

Montana. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDt that the Legislature of Montana 

recognizes and declares its respect for the sacred 

traditions of Indian tribes as they have been legiti•ized by 

historical tribal sanction• 

BE IT FURTHER RESOlVED, thatt whenever possibleo 

traditional Indians will be appointed to serve on coMmittees 

whose deliberations ano actions affect the life-style and 

worship practices of Indians. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Senate and the House 

of Representatives of Montana ende~~e RECOGNIZE and 

encourage the preservation and perpetuation of Indian 

cultural and religious traditions among all persons for whoa 

these traditions may have meaning. 

SE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDo that the Senate and the House 

of Representatives of Montana. in all future deliberations 

which affect Indian tribal 

consideration the requirements of 

-l.-

customs, will take 

those customs and 

into 

wi 11 
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1 endeavor to protect the• from unnecessary curtailment or 

2 J i mi tat ion. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEOo that the Secretary of State is 

4 requested to send copies of this resolut;on to all Tribal 

5 Councils in the State of Montana. 

-End-

-3- HJR 32 
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March 23, 1977 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Senate Committee on Education 

That House Joint Resolution No. 32 be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 2, lirie 6. 
Following: "Indian" 
Strike: "culture and traditions" 
Insert: "religious practices" 

2. Amend page 2, line 11. 
Following: line 10 
Strike: "traditions" 
Insert: "religious practices" 

3. Amend page 2, line 16. 
Following: line 15 
Strike: "worship" 
Insert: "traditional" 

4. Amend page 2, line 20. 
Following: line 19 
Strike: "cultural and religious" 
Insert: "culture and" 
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HGUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 32 

INTRODUCED 8Y KENNERlYo CONROYt KIMBLE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE ~NO THE HOUSE OF 

R~PR~SENTATIVES OF THE SfATE OF MONTANA TO PRESERVE AND 

PERPETUATE INDIAN CULTURE AND TRADITIONS IN MONTANA AND TO 

ENB~E RECOGNIZE THE fREEpGM OF INDIAN RELIGIOUS PRACTICES 

AS A BONA FIDE RELIGION. 

WHEREASo the State of Kontana has been established in a 

territory that was once the exclusive hoaeland of the Indian 

people; and 

WHEREASo over the centuries these Indian people had 

developed a rich and unique culture which was precious and 

meaningful to every Indian; and 

the sacred traditions of the original o<HEREASo 

residents of Montana are in danger of being forgotten and 

lost to posterity; and 

WHEREAS, the dominant culture has taken much fro~ the 

Indians and has misused or destroyed many of the Indians• 

most valued &fL~ resources; and 

WHEREAS, Montanans can learn much from the historical 

beliefs and the traditional way of life practiced by the 

various Indian tribes; and 

WHEREASo both Indian and white societies will lose many 
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potential benefits and enjoyments if traditional Indian 

culture is forever lost. 

NOWt THEREFDREo BE IT RESOlVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES DE THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That Indian e~~-a~ed+~ RELIGIOUS PRACTICES 

be considered in the sa~ legal class as any other orthodox 

religion or sect in Montana. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the legislature of Montana 

recognizes and declares its respect for the sacred 

tr&6+t+~~ RELIGIOUS PRACTICES or Indian tribes as they have 

been legitiaized by historical tribaJ sanction. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOlVEDt that, whenever possible, 

traditional Indians will be appointed to serve on co.mittees 

whose deliberations and actions affect the life-style and 

wo~~ft+p IRAQITIQNAL practices of Indians. 

BE IT FURTHER RESDLVEOo that the Senate and the House 

of Representatives of Montana eftd~~ RECOGNIZE and 

encourage the preservation and perpetuation of Indian 

e~+t~r~+-8ftd-re+~+oa~ CULTURE AND traditions among all 

persons for ~hom these traditions may have meaning. 

JE IT ~URTHER RESOLVEOo that the Senate and the House 

of Representatives of Montana, in all future deliberations 

which affect Indian tribal 

consideration the requirements of 

-2-

customs. will take 

tt>ose customs and 

into 

will 

HJR 32 



HJR 0032/03 

1 endeavor to protect them from unnecessary curtailMent or 

2 limitation. 

3 Bt IT fURTHER RESOLVED• that the Secretary of State is 

4 requested to send coDies of this resolution to all Tribal 

5 CDuncils in the State of Montana. 

-End-

-3- HJR 32 


