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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NOo 30 

INTRODUCED BY BRADLEY 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION TO CONDUCT AN 

ASSESSMENT OF THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF BILINGUAL AND LIMITED 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CHILDREN IN MONTANA SCHOOLS AND TO DEVISE A 

PLAN FOR MEETING THOSE KEEOS. 

WHEREAS, the~e are substantial nuMbers of chil~~en in 

Montana whose first language is a language othe~ than 

English o~ who a~e of a limited English-speaking ability; 

and 

WHEREAS, the~e is substantial evidence that such 

child~en a~e unde~ severe educational handicap if they are 

expected to pe~form in classes designed fo~ native English 

speake~s before they have •astered the language; and 

WHEREAS, the Sup~eme Court of the United Stateso in the 

case tau vs. Nichols, has determined that special bilingual 

inst~uction is a fundamental right of such children and that 

school dist~icts which fail to provide special bilingual 

education to allow such children to achieve the level of 

mastery of English necessary for full participation in 

regular classroom instruction have violated the civil rights 
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of such children; and 

WHEREAS, language is an integral aspect of culture, and 

the State Constitution ~ecognizes the distinct and unique 

cultural he~itage of the Ame~ican Indians and is com•itted 

In its educational goals to the ~reservation of their 

cultural integrity; and 

WHEREAS, there is need fo~ comprehensive statewide 

analysis~ to dete~mi ne "hi ch schools and language groups 

requi~e such bilingual education p~ovisionso necessary 

support for materials development• need for teacher t~aining 

and supervision, and costs that aay be incurred; and 

WHEREAS, the state wishes to assu111e a posltion of 

leadership in recognizing the unique educational needs of 

bilingual children and in p~o~oting educational planning and 

policy for the lmple•entation of bilingual instruction 

programs. 

NOWt THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Superintendent of Public Instruction is 

di~ected to conduct a statewide study that will: 

(l) dete~mine the number of bilingual or limited 

English-speaking children in the state and determine thei~ 

dist~ibution by language and location; 

(2) dete~mine the unmet needs for bilingual 
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instruction throughout the state; 

l (3) identify existing resources available for 

3 imple•entation of bil fngual instruction programs for such 

4 children; 

5 (4) establish a plan by which schools in the state may 

6 provide bilingual instruction for all bilingual and limited 

7 English-speaking children in the state. 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Education 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NOo 30 

INTRODUCED BY BRADLEY 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION TO CONDUCT AN 

ASSESSMENT OF THE EDUCATIONAl NEEDS OF BiliNGUAL AND LIMITED 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CHILDREN IN MONTA111A SCHOOLS AND TO DEVISE A 

PLAN FOR MEETING THOSE KEEDSo 

WHEREAS• there are substantia! nu•bers of children in 

Montana whose first language is a language other than 

English or who are of a limited English-speaking ability; 

and 

WHEREAS• there is substantial evidence that such 

children are under severe educational handicap if they are 

expected to perform in classes designed for native English 

speakers before they have mastered the language; and 

WHEREAS• the Supre•e Court of the United States, in the 

case Lau vs. Nichols• has determined that special bilingual 

instruction is a fundamental right of such children and that 

school districts which fail to provide special bilingual 

education to allow such children to achieve the level of 

mastery of English necessary for full participation in 

regular classroom instruction have violated the civil rights 
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of such children; and 

WHEREAS• language is an integral aspect of culture• and 

the State Constitution recognizes the distinct and unique 

cultural heritage of the American Indians and is committed 

In its educational goals to the preservation of their 

cultural integrity; and 

WHEREAS, there is need for comprehensive statewide 

analysis to determine which schools and language groups 

require such bilingual education provisions, necessary 

support for materials development• need for teacher training 

and supervision, and costs that· may "be Incurred; and· 

WHEREAS, the state wishes to assume a position of 

leadership in recognizing the unique educational needs of 

bilingual children and in promoting educational planning and 

policy for the imple•entation of bilingual instruction 

programs. 

NDWo THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

Of REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA; 

That the Superintendent of Public Instruction is 

directed to conduct a statewide study that will: 

(1) determine the number of bilingual or limited 

English-speaking children in the state and determine their 

distribution by language and location; 

{2) determine the unmet needs for bilingual 
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instruction throughout the state; 

2 (3) identify existing resources available for 

3 i•ple•entation of bilingual instruction progra•s for such 

4 children; 

5 (4) establish a plan by which schools in the state may 

6 provide bilingual instruction for all bilingual and limited 

1 English-speaking children in the state. 

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO• 30 

INTRODUCED BY BRADLEY 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION TO CONDUCT AN 

ASSESSMENT OF THE .EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF &!UNGUAL AND LIMITED 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CHILDREN IN MONTANA SCHOOLS AND TO DEVISE A 

PLAN FOR MEET lNG THOS£ "NEEDS. 

WHEREAS, there are substaatial nu•bers ·of chil'cfren in 

Montana whos:e first language ls a language other· than 

English or ~ho are of a li•ited English-speaking ability; 

and 

WHEREAS, there is substantial evidence that such 

children are under severe educational handicap If they are 

expected to perfor• in classes designed for native English 

speakers before they have •astered the language; and 

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of the United States, in the 

case Lau vs. Nichols, has determined that special bilingual 

instruction Is a fundamental right of such children and that 

school districts ~hich fall to provide special bilingual 

education to allow such chJl-dren to achieve the level of 

mastery of English necessary for full participation in 

regular classroom instruction have violated the civil rights 
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of such chlldren; and 

WHEREAS• language is an integral aspect of culture9 and 

the State Constitution recognizes the distinct and unique 

cultural heritage of the American Indians and is co~itted 

In Its educational goals to the preservation of their 

cultural integrit1i and 

WHEREAS, there is need for co•prehenslve· statewide 

analysis· to deter•ine which schools and language groups 

requl re such- bill ngual education provrs i'ons. necessary 

support for •aterlal's ·develop-nt• need for teacher trainlng 

and -supervision.,- and costs t:ha't'·..ay"be Incurred; ancr· 

WHER£AS• the stat.e wishes to ass~ a posltton of 

leadership in recognizing the unique educatiortal needs of 

bilin~al children and in pro80ting educational planning and 

policy for the imple8entation of bilingual instructron 

progra•s• 

NOW• THEREFORE, BE ll RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA~ 

That the Superintendent of Public Instruction is 

directed to conduct a statewide study that ~ill: 

{1) determine the number of bilin~ual or lialted 

English-speaking children in the state and deter•ine their 

distribution by language and location; 

(2) determine the un.et needs for bilingual 
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1 Instruction throughout the state; 

2 (3) ·identify existing resources available for 

3 i•ple~ntatlon of bilingual instruction progra•s for such 

It children; 

5 ('1-) establish a plan by which schools in the state -Y 

6 provide bilingual in&truc:tion for all IHllngual and ll•ited 

7 English-speaking children In the state. 

-End-
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