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_ JOINT RESOLUTION NO.,;;_~ 'fit~ 
~&.. --~~) -~ 

~If. Jt.-A.~ 7f ' 
RESOLUTION OF TQE SENATE AND THE HOuSE OF~ 

tV~ 
A JOINT 

R~PRESENTATIVES DF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTI~G THAT THE 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION 

CLIMATIC AND SOil CONDITIONS ANO RAISE THE GENERAL loG-ACRE 

liMITATION ON LANDS UNDER SINGLE OWNERSHIP WHICH ~AY oE 

l.~ll.IGATEO FROM FEDERAl RECLAMATION PRQJECTS TO REFLECT 

VARYING CLIMATIC AND SOil CONDITIONS. 

~HEREAS, the Reclama~ion Act of 1902 generally provides 

that no water may be sold for lands in excess of 1&0 acres 

in sinqle ownership; and 

WHEREAS, the Omnibus Adjustment Act of 1926 provid~s in 

effect that the o~ners of irrigable lands in excess of lbJ 

acres must dispose of this excess before t11ey can recaive 

water from ~ federal proj~ct; and 

~HEREASt due to the climatic and soil conditions of a 

gre3t porti3n of Hon~a1a and of the other Northwest3rn 

States a 160-acre parcel is nok an econ~mic a.Jricultural 

production unit; and 

W~EREAS, the climatic and soil conditi0ns of a ;reat 

porti~n of ~ontana and of the other Nortnwestern St~tes 

25 require a farm or ranch unit containing in excess of 160 

INTRODUCED B I L L 

u; 0786/0l 

irrigable acres in order to achieve a viable agricultural 

2 pro1uction unit which can support a family; and 

3 WHEREAS, Con9~ess nos seen fit to grant exemptions from 

4 the 1&0-acre limitation to the ~orthern Colorado water 

5 ConsArvancy District; and 

~ ·~rkREAS, th2 Small Reclamation Projects Act of 195~ has 

been construed to grant an exemption from the lbO-acre 

a limitation. 

9 

10 NOWt lHEREFJREt 8£ IT RESJLVEO BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

ll OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

12 Thato the Congress of the United States is requested to 

l3 tak2 into consideration climatic and soil conditions and 

14 raise the general 160-acre limitation on lands under single 

15 ownership which may je irrigated from Federal ~ecla.ation 

16 Projects to reflect varying climatic anu soil conditions. 

11 JE IT FURTHER ReSOLVED: 

18 That, the Secretary of state shall send a copy of this 

19 resolution to the President of the Senate of the United 

20 States, the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 

21 United Stat:....:-s, o:h2 MJntana Congressional dele:)ation.,. th-? 

22 Secretary of the Interior, the Commissioner of the Bureau of 

23 R~clamdtion, and the Legislatures of the several states. 

-End-

-2- /c/~~6 
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A JOINT ReSOLUTION Of 

Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

HOUSE 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Of MONTANA REQUESTING THAT 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION 

CLIMATIC AND SOIL CONDITIONS AND RAISE THE GENERAL 16D-ACRE 

LIMITATION ON LANDS UNDER SINGLE OWNERSHIP WrliCH MAY bE 

IRRIGATED FROM FEDERAL RECLAMATION PROJECTS TO REFLECT 

VARYING CLIMATIC AND SOIL CONDITIONS. 

.OHEREAS, the Reclamadon Act of 1902 generally provides 

that no water may be sold for lands in excess of 160 acre~ 

in single ownership; and 

WHEREAS, the Omnibus Adjustment Act of 1926 provides in 

effect that the owners of irrigable lands in excess of 160 

acres must dispose of this excess before tney can receive 

water from a federal project; and 

"lHEREAS, due to the cl i raatic and soil conditions of a 

gre3t portion of Honta,a and of the other Northwestern 

States a 160-acre parcel is not an economic a~ricultural 

production unit; and 

W~EREAS, the climatic and soil conditiJns of a Jreat 

porti~n of ~ontana and of the other Northwestern States 

25 require a farm or ranch unit containing in excess of 160 

S E C 0 N D READING 
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irrigable acres in order to achieve a viable agricultur~l 

2 production unit which can support a family; and 

3 ~HEREAS• Congress has seen fit to grant exemptions from 

4 the 160-acre limitation to the Northern Colorado ~ater 

5 Conservancy District; and 

5 WHEREAS, the Small Reclamation Projects Act of 195~ has 

1 been construed to grant an exemption from the 160-acre 

8 limitation. 

9 

10 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RtS~LVEO BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

11 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

12 That, the Congress of the United States is requested to 

13 take into consideration clisatic and soil conditions and 

14 raise the general 160-acre limitation on lands under single 

15 ownership which may be irrigated from Federal Recla.ation 

16 Projects to reflect varying cli.atic and soil conditions. 

17 3E IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 

18 That, the Secretary of state shall send a copy of this 

19 resolution to the President of the Senate of the United 

20 States, the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 

21 Uniteo States, tha Montana Congressional delelation, the 

22 Secretary of the Interior, the Commissioner of the Bureau of 

23 Reclamation, and the Legislatures of the several states. 

-End-

-2- /c/~~ 
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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF HOUSE 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THAT 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TAXE INTO CONSIDERATION 

CLIMATIC AND SOIL CONDITIONS AND RAISE THE GENERAL 16D-ACRE 

LIMITATION ON LANDS UNDER SINGLE OWNERSHIP WHICH HAY BE 

IRRIGATED FROM FEDERAL RECLAMATION PROJECTS TO REFLECT 

VARYING CLIMATIC AND SOIL CONDITIONS. 

~HEREAS, the Reclaaation Act of 1902 generally provides 

that no water aay be sold for lands in excess of 160 acres 

in single ownership; and 

WHEREAS, the Omnibus Adjustment Act of 1926 provides In 

effect that the owners of irrigable lands in excess of 160 

acres must dispose of this excess before they can receive 

water fro• a federal project; and 

WHEREAS, due to the cliaatic and soil conditions of a 

great portion of Montana and of the other Northwestern 

States a 160-acre parcel is not an economic agricultural 

production unit; and 

WHEREASt the clioaatic and soil conditions of a >~reat 

portion of Montana and of the other Northwestern States 

25 require a far• or ranch unit containing in excess of 160 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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1 irrigable acres in order to achieve a viable agricultur~l 

2 pro~uction unit which can support a family; and 

3 WHEREAS, Congress has seen fit to grant exemptions from 

4 the 16Q-acre limitation to the Northern Colorado Water 

5 Conservancy District; and 

b WHEREAS, the Small Reclamation Projects Act of 195~ has 

7 been construed to grant an exeaption from the 160-acre 

8 1 imitation. 

9 

10 NOW, THEREFORE, SE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

11 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 That, the Congress of the United States is requested to 

13 take into consideration cliaatic and soil conditions and 

14 raise the general 160-acre l i oritation on lands under single 

15 ownership which •ay be irrigated fro• Federal lteclaiEition 

16 Projects to reflect varying cli.atic and soil conditions. 

17 3E IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 

18 That, the Secretary of state shall ·send a copy of this 

19 resolution to the President of the Senate of the United 

2() Stateso the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 

21 United States, the H~ntana Congressional delegation, the 

22 Secretary of the Interior, the Co.missioner of the Bureau of 

23 Raclaaation, and the legislatures of the several states. 

-End-

-2- /c/~jz 
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HOUSE: JfJINT KESOLUTION NO. 26 

I~TRO~UCEO 8Y DhY, WILLIAMS, SEVF~SON, SCULLYt UHOE, MARKS, 

CJ~KUY, ~QOR~, Pl~TORI•• ~ENGTSONt KVAAlENt 5~R~ETT, MAiNfL• 

COURTNEY, O'CONNELL, J. GUNDERSCNt DRISCOLLo SEIFERT, ~000 

A J~l~f RESOLUTION OF THE SE~ATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

K~PRESE~TATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA REQU~STING THAT THE 

CON&R~~S OF THE UNITED STATES TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION 

CLIMATIC AND SOIL CO~DITIONS AND RAISE THE GE~ERAL 16Q-ACRE 

LIMITATION ON LANDS UNDER Sl'IGLE miNERSHIP WHICH ~AY BE 

IRRIGATED FRJM FEDERAL R~CLAMATIOh PROJECTS TO REFLECT 

VARYING CLIMATIC AND SOIL CONDITIONS. 

WHEREAS, the Reclaaation Act of 1902 generally provides 

tnat no water may be sold for 1ands in excess of loO 3cres 

in sin~1e ownership; and 

~~:'ORE AS. the Omnibus Adju,;tment Act of 1926 provides in 

effPct That the own~rs of irrigable lands in PXC~ss of 160 

acres must dispose of t~is excess before they can receive 

water from a federal project; and 

~~~EREAS9 due to thP climatic and soil conditions of a 

~reat portion of Montana •nd of the other North~estern 

States a 160-acre oarcel is not an econoffiic aQricultural 

product ion unit; and 

·J'-II'REAS., the climatic and soil conditi:>ns of ,, JTPat 
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HJR fJ026/0Z 

portion of Montan~ anG of the other Northwestern States 

reQuire ~ farm or ranch unit containing in excess of 160 

irriq3bl~ ac~PS in ordPr to achieve ~ viablP a~ricu1tur~l 

production unit which can support a family; and 

NHEREASe THE STATE Qf ~ONIANA JWNS SUBSTANTIA! ACREAGES 

~JEjUIALLl' IRRIGABL" LA!iJL.itlll:illL IRRIGATION QISTRlLISi 

Al:m 

~~EREAS. Congress has seen fit to grant exemotions from 

tne 160-acre limitation to the Northern Colorado Wat~r 

Conservancy District; and 

WHEREAS, the Small Reclamation Projects Act of 1956 has 

been construed to grant an exemption from th~ 160-acre 

limitation. 

NOW• lHEREFORE, BE IT ~ESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRc;ENTATIVES OF T~E STATE OF MONTA~A: 

That, the ~~nn.ress of the United StatPs is requested to 

t3ke i~to CDnsideration climatic and soil conditions and 

r:=Jise th? ·~en-er-al lov-acr.:;o l imitdtion on 1 JO~~s ur-der singl~ 

ownership. AND PROVIDE SPECIAL PROY~ ALLO'diNG 

AQ!H.l.~Jl!:i!,L_ACZE AGE TO LESSEES Cf STATE LAND• which 1'1ay be 

irri~3ted froK federal R~clamation Projects to reflect 

varyinr c1 imatic ~nd soil conditions A~D STATE OWNERSHIP. 

· t IT fURTHfR ~ESOL~~D: 

lnat. the s~cretary of stat? shall send a copy of this 

-2- HJR 26 
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resoLJtion to the President of the Senate of the United 

2 States, the Speaker of the House of RP.presentatives of the 

3 United States, the Montana Conoressional dele9ationo the 

4 Secretary of the Interior, the Commissioner of the ~ureau of 

5 Reclamation, and the leoislatures of the several states. 

-f:nd-
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