
45th legislature u: 0874/0l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

u 

13 

14 

15 

1b 

17 

It! 

INTRODUCED 

BY REQUEST OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAl RESOURCES AND CDNSERVATlO~ 

A JUINT RtSOlUTION UF 

REPRESENTATIVES UF THE 

COMMITTEE ON PRIORITIES 

THE 

STATE 

TO 

STANDING COMMITTEE A STUDY 

SE~ATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

OF ~ONTANA REQUESTING THE 

ASSIGN TO THE APPROPRIATE 

OF ESTAdLISHING A PKEFEKENCE 

SYSTEM OF WATER RIGHT~ IN MONTANA. 

~HEREAS, water law in the state is based upon the 

appropriation doctrine incorporating the ~first in time, 

first in right" principle; and 

~HEREAS, according to the report submitted by the 

Oepar~ment of Natural Resources and Conserv3tion "The Future 

of the Yellowstone Ri~~r ••• ?• there will not be enough water 

in all areas of the Yellowstone 8asin at all times of th~ 

19 year to satisfy all potential water users; and specifically, 

z~ the Tongue and Powder River Basins may be snort of water if 

21 future aevelopment approaches the level C'>nsidc;r"o ill the 

22 report; and 

23 WHEREAS, to promote the orderly and wise utilization of 

24 Montana's water and rel3te-d land resour-ces, it may b.e 

25 helpful to the state to adopt a system of rating water uses 
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for the purpose of establishing preference of one use of 

water over another, a system now utilized ~y most western 

states. 

NOW• THEREFORE, BE IT RESOlVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRES~NTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Committee on Priorities assign to the 

appropriate standing committee a study of establishing a 

preference system of water rights in Montana. 

(2) That the Committee consult with the Department of 

Natural Resources and Conservation and other appropriate 

agencies and persons during the course of the stujy. 

(3) That the study consider the feasibility of 

imple.enting a preference syste• throughout Montana and 

within individual water basins. 

(4) That the committee report iLs findings and 

recommendations to the 4oth legislature. 
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Approved b /1 on Judioio:,Commi''"' 
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for the purpose of establishing preference of one use of 

2 water over another, a system now utilized by most western 

j states. 

4 THE DE PAR THE NT OF NATURAL RESOUil.CES AND CONSEil. VAT 10<~ 4 

5 5 NOWo THEREFOREo BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

6 A JOINT ReSOLUTION Of THE SE,UTE AND THE H.JUSE OF 6 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

1 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Of ~ONTANA REQUESTING THE 1 (1) That the Committee on Priorities assign to the 

8 COMMITTEE ON PRIORITIES TO ASSIGN TO THE APPROPRIATE B appropriate standing committee a study of establishing a 

9 STANDING COMMITTEE A STUDY UF ESTABLISHING A PREFERENCE 9 preference syste~ of water rights in Montana. 

10 SYSTEM OF WATER RIGHTS IN MONTANA. 10 (2) Tnat the Co~mittee consult~with the Department of 

11 11 Natural Resources and Conservation and other appropriate 

12 ~HEREAS, water law in the state is based upon the 12 agencies and persons during the course of the study. 

13 appropriation doctrin~ incorporating the •first in timeo 13 (3) That the study consider the feasibility of 

14 first in rignt• principle; and 14 implementin~ a preference system throughout ~ontana and 

15 wHEREAS, according to the report submitt£d by the 15 within individual water basins. 

16 Department of Natural Resources and Conservation •The Future 16 (4} Tnat th-e com•ittee report its findings and 

17 of the Vellowston9 River ••• ?• there will not ~e encugh water l7 recommendaticns to the 46th legislature. 

l!l in all areas of the Yellowstone aasin at all .times of tha -End-

19 year to satisfy all potential water users; and spacificallyo 

20 the Ton~ue and Powder River Basins ~ay be snort of ~ater if 

21 future development approaches the level ce>nsi d'>r2u in r.he 

22 report; and 

23 ~HEREAS 9 to promote the orderly and wise utilization of 

24 Hontana•s wate~ and rei3ted land resources, it may be 

25 hBlpful to the state to adopt a system of rating water uses 

SECOND READING 
-2-

#//r"/~ 



45th Legislature L~ Otl74/0l 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

lb 

17 

1t> 

INTRODUCED 

THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CDNSERVATIO~ 

A JUI~T Rc$0LUTION UF THE SE~ATE AND THE HQUSE OF 

REPiU:SE.'ITATIVES UF THI: :.TATE OF "'ONTANA REQUESTING THE 

COMMITTEE ON PRIORITIES TO ASSibN Tu JHc APPRuPRIATE 

STANDI I~\> CJMMIT TE:~ A :>JUDY uF ESTABLISHING A Pl{l:t-E;.tE:NCl: 

SYSTEM OF WATER RIGHTS IN KGNTANA. 

~HEREAS, water law in the state is basad upon the 

appropriation doctrine incorporating the •tirst in time, 

first in ri~ht• principle; and 

dHEREAS, according to the report submitteo by the 

Department of Natural Resources and Conservation "Tne Future 

of the Yellawston~ ~iver ••• ?M tnere will not ~e enough wate~ 

in all areas of the y.,Jlowstone -las in at all ti01es ot tha 

19 y~ar co satisfy all potential water users; and sp~cifically, 

2~ the TonJue ind ~o~der ~tiver Basins ~dy o ·snort of water if 

Ll future uevelopment approaches the level consid . .r~o in the 

22 report; and 

~3 WHEREAS, to promote the orderly and wise utilization of 

24 Montana's water and rel3ted land resources, it may be 

25 helpful to the state to adopt a system of ratinq water uses 
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for the pur~ose of estaolishiny pref~rence of one use of 

water over another, a system now utilized oy most western 

states. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RcSOLVEO BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

(11 That the Committee on Priorities assi~n to the 

appropriate standing committee a study of estaDlishin a 

preference system of water rights in Montana. 

(L) That the Committee consult with the Department of 

Natural Resources and Conservation and otner appropriate 

agencies and persons durinq the course of the study. 

(3) That the study consider the feasibility of 

implementing a preference system throughout ~ontana and 

within individual water basins. 

141 T.1at the committee report its findings and 

reco01mendaticns to the 4~th legislature. 
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