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I NTROC>UCED BY 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

DEPARTMENT UF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO DISCUSS 

WITH THE STATE OF WYOHING THE POSSIBILITY OF JOINT STUDIES 

OF WATER SUPPLY PROJECTS IN THE TONGUE AND POwDER RIVER 

BASINS, TO INVESTIGATE WATER MARKETING PDSSIBILillcS IN 

THOSE BASINS AND TO CONDUCT A SPECIAL STUDY ON WATER QUALITY 

AND SALINE S~EP POTENTIAL AS A RESULT OF INCREASED STaRAGE 

AND IRRIGATION IN THE TWO RIVER BASINSo AND, SHOULD IT BE 

DETERMINED THAT THE PROJECTS BE BENEFICIAL TO MONTANA, TJ 

PURSUE A FEASIBILITY (LEVEL C) STUDY ON THE RECOHHENDEO 

PROJECT(S)• 

>jHEREAS • water avail abi 1i ty is a prolll em in the T.>ngu" 

and Powder River basins with periodic shortages existing 

under toe current development pattern; and 

~HEREAS, the potential demands from both the industrial 

and agricultural sectors for firm water supplies exceed the 

available supply in those basins; and 

WHEREAS, the wate~3 of the Tongue and Powder Ri~ers 
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have been allocated between Hontana and Wyoming according to 

a formula set fo~th in the Yellowstone Rive~ Compact. 

NOW, THEREF~REo BE IT R£SJLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF KONTANA: 

That the department of Natural Resou~ces and 

Conservation is di~ected to: 

(l) eater into discussions with the State of Wyoming 

on the possibility of initiating joint studies on proposals 

for augmenting water supplies in the Powder and Tongue River 

basins; 

(2) investigate with potential users water ma~keting 

possibilities in those basins; 

(3) conduct special studies on water quality and 

saline seep potential in those basins, on the effects of 

increased storage and irrigation on those factors. and on 

aqueduct system alternatives to storage, and should the 

foregoing indicate compatibility, desirability. and neeJ for 

water storage or delivery systems. to pursue feasibility 

(level C) stu1ies on storage or aqueduct projects that would 

most ilenefit the citizens of the State of Montana. 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

HOUSE JOINT ~ESOLUTJON NO. 22 

I~TRUOUCcO PY DAY 

(BY KEQUEST Jf ~aNTANA ~ATER SUBCO~"ITT~f) 

RE~UtST~O gy DEPARTMENT OF 

NAT\J!i.Al RESOURCES AND CONSERIIATIJN 

A JUL\l ReSOLUTION OF THE SENAH: ~t.O THE H1JUSE OF 

t(ll'.~f::OciHATIV!:S JF TH!:c STATE tl~ I'IONTANA Rt:QUESTING THE 

Ot:PARTI'!E:NT OF NATURAL RtsOUK.CES AND CONSERVATION TO DISCUSS 

WITH T~E STATt OF WYu"lNti AHU_lHE CROW AND NORTdE~~ 

~~16~ THE POSSibiliTY OF JOINT STUDIES OF WATER SUPPLY 

P~OJECTS IN THE TO~GUE AND POWDER RIVEK BASINSo TO 

I~VESTIGATE WATER MARKETING POSSIBILITIES IN THOSE BASINS 

AND T J CUoWUI: T A SPECIAl STUDY ON WATER QUALITY A~fl SALINE 

SEE I' t>OTE~TIAl AS A RESULT OF INCREASED STORAGE AND 

lt(RlCAIIu~ IN THf TWO RIVER BA~I~~. A~Oy SHOULD IT BE 

~cTt~~lH~O THAT THE PROJtCfS B~ 6E~EFICI~L TO MONTANA, TO 

~uRSUt A FEASIBILITY (LEVEL C) STUDY 0~ fHE Kf(UHHENOED 

l'iWJt::l ( 'i) • 

.. <IEI<EAS, water .. v<oila'lil ity is .. p~oble111 in the Tonuue 

and t''::.~c1er o<ive~ basins with pe~iodic shorta1es <>xistincr 

unde~ the cur~ent cevelonment pattern; and 

fthcRtAS, the potential demanns from both the industrial 

anri 3"r i cul tura I sectors for t i r'!l water su:lpl i <>s exceed the 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 

H.IR 0022/0Z 

1 availJCle sup~ly in those basins; and 

2 ~HE~EAS, the waters of the Tongue and Powder kivers 

3 h~ve -~en allocated oetween Montana and Wyo111ing according to 

,. a for;uula set torth in the Yellowstone Riv~r f.o111pact !tiD 

, ~lallf.l;.i>_ll:lf. CK.OH AND ~tUHERN CHEYEtmLl.KillAI!Ii• 

a 

1 NUih IHEKEfUREo &C IT RO:SDLYEO BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

tl Of KE~~fSENTATIYES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

'1 That the depart111ent of Natural Resources and 

lU f.on~ervation is directed to: 

ll (1) enter into discussions with the State of Wyoming 

12 .6tlil _ _I~ _ _r.IWIL_AfliiL tiORTHERJL CHEYENNE INDIA1>oS on the 

lJ possioility of initiatin~ joint studies on proposals for 

14 auqmentinq water suoplies in the Powder and Ton1ue River 

H b.:tsins; 

lb (.C) investioate witn potential users water marketi nq 

l1 p~ssi~ilities in those basins; 

16 (3) conduct special studies on wdter qu~lity and 

1':1 salin~ seep potenti3l in those basins, on the effects of 

20 increas~d storag~ an~ irri~ation on those factors, and on 

21 aQu~d·JCt system al ternC~t i ves to storaoe, and snoul d the 

Zl toreg~ina indicate coapatibility, oesirability, a~d need for 

.2,j water ,tor?ge or deliv9ry syste~s. to pursue feasibility 

2<t (level C) studies on sto~aqe or aqueduct projects that would 

,2j ~o~t Jenetit the citiz~ns of the Statp of Montana. 

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 22 

INTRODUCED BY DAY 

(BY REQUEST Jf MONTANA ~ATER SUBCO~KITTEE) 

REQUESTED BY DEPARTMENT OF 

NATURAL ~~SOURCES ANO CONSERVATION 

A JOI~T R~SOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE H•JUSE OF 

KEP~ESeNTATlVES OF TH~ STATE Of MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

DEPARTMENT Of NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO DISCUSS 

WITH THE STATE Of WYOMING AHU_IHE CRQW ANQ NORTHERN CHEYENNE 

~ai THE POSSIBILITY OF JOINT STUDIES Of WATER SUPPLY 

PROJECTS IN THE TONGUE ANO POWDER RIVER BASINS, TO 

li~VESTIGATE WATER MARKETING POSSIBILITIES IN THOSE BASINS 

AND TJ CONDUCT A SPECIAL STUDY ON WATER QUALITY AND SALINE 

SHI' PUTE~TIAL AS A RESULT Of INCREASED STORAGE ANO 

IRRIGATION IN THE TWO RIVER BASINSt ANDt SHOULD IT BE 

DETERMINED THAT THE PROJECTS BE BENEFICIAl TO MONTANA, TO 

P~RSUE A FEASIBILITY (LEVEL C) STUDY 0~ THE RECOMMENDED 

I'ROJE:l(S). 

"'HEREAS, Nater avai 1abil ity is a proble111 in the Tonque 

and P~wder Rive~ basins with periodic shortaqes existino 

under the cur~ent develooment pattern; and 

wHEREAS, the potential demands from both the industrial 

and anricu1tural sectors for firm water su~p1ies exceed the 
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avai13ble supp1y in those basins; and 

~HEREAS, the waters of the Tongue and Powde~ Rivers 

have Deen allocated oetween Montana and Wyoai'ng according to 

a formula set forth in the Yellowstone River Compact AHa 

AE1W£~_IHE CROW AND NO~THERN CHEYENNE INQIANS• 

NOW, fHEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

Of KEPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the depart•ent of Natural Resources and 

Conse~vation is di~ected to: 

111 enter into discussions Nith the State of Wyo•ing 

At«!:_ ...I~ CROW AND NORTHERN CHEYENNE INDIANS on the 

possioility of initiating joint studies on proposals for 

augaenting water supplies in the Powde~ and Tonque River 

basins; 

(2) investigate with potential use~s Nater marketing 

possi~ilities in those basins; 

(3) conduct special studies on water quality and 

sa1ine seep potenti31 in those basins, on the effects of 

increased storage ano irrigation on those facto~s, and on 

aqued•Jct system a1 ternati ves to storage, and snoul d the 

for~q~inq indicate co~patibi1ity, desirability, and need for 

water storage o~ delivery systems, to pursue feasibility 

(leve1 C) studies on sto~aqe or aqueduct p~ojects that wou1d 

~ost J~nefit the citizens of the State of Montana. 

-End-
-2- HJR 22 



4:>tu Le~islature HJR 0022/02 

l 

L 

.:1 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1~ 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

... 
23 

24 

2:i 

HOUS~ JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 22 

INTRODUCED BV DAY 

{BY REQUEST Of MONTANA ~ATER SUSCOMMITTEt) 

REQUESTtD dY DEPARTMENT OF 

NATURAl KESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 

A JOINT RESOlUTION OF THE SENATE AND TH~ HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

DEPARTMENT aF NATURAl RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO DISCUSS 

WITH THE STATE OF WYOMING AND THE CROW ANQ NORTHERN CHEYENNE 

INDIANS THE POSSIBILITY OF JOINT STUDIES OF WATER SUPPLY 

PROJECTS IN THE TONGUE AND POWDER RIVER BASINS• TO 

INVESTIGATE WATER MARKETING POSSIBILITIES IN THOSE BASINS 

AND TU CONDUCT A SPECIAL STUDY ON WATER QUALITY AND SALINE 

SEEP POTENTIAL AS A RESUlT OF INCREASED STORAGE AND 

IRRIGATION IN THE TWO RIVER BASINS, AND, SHOULD IT BE 

DETERMINED THAT THE PROJECTS BE BENEFICIAL TO MONTANA• TO 

PURSUE A FEASIBILITY (lEVEl L} STUDY ON THE RECOMMENDED 

PROJECT(S). 

~HfREAS• water availability is a problem in the Tongue 

and Powder River basins with periodic shortages existing 

under the current development pattern; and 

OIHEkEAS• the potential demands from both the industrial 

and 3qricultural sectors for firm water supplies exceed the 
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avai.lable supply in those basins; and 

~HEREAS. the waters of the Tongue and Powder Rivers 

have been allocated between Montana and Wyosing according to 

a formula set forth in the Yellowstone River Compact AHD 

BtiWEEN THE CRQW ANQ NORTHERN CHEyENNE INPIANS. 

NOW• THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

HOUSE 

That the depart•ent of Natural Resources and 

Conservation is directed to: 

(11 enter into discussions with the State of Wyoming 

AND ltif~W AND NORTHERN CHEYENNE INDIANS on the 

possibility of initiating joint studies on proposals for 

aug•enting water supplies in the Powder and Tongue River 

basinsi 

(2} investigate with potential 

possibilities in those basins; 

(3) conduct special studies 

users water sarketing 

on water quality and 

saline seep potential in those basins• on the etfects of 

increased storage and irrigation on those factors• and on 

aqueduct system alternatives to storage. and should the 

foregoing indicate compatibility. desirability, and need for 

water storaoP or delivery systPms. to pursue fe~sibility 

(level l) studies on storage or aqueduct project~ that would 

most aenefit the citizens of the Stat~ ot Montana. 

-2- HJR 22 
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